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PREFACE. 



FnuMG that irresistible impulse which yiompt* 
a man to peipetrate a book, and hariog no land 
of his onn on which to amble quietly about and 
write a work of trarels diysbod, according to the 
approved method set forth in the motto, the author, 
as an only resource, was forced to cross the water, 
and visit, in his proper person, the country which 
he proposed to describe. 

Trained almost from infancy to a profeasim 
which rendered connected study impossible, and 
having, only by dint of much perseverance, got 
what little education has fallen to his share in much 
the same discursive and vagabond ipannes that a 
chicken gets his breakfast, a kernel of information 
in one comer and another in the next, he found 
himself, on mounting to begin his journey, quite 
unencumbered by any satchel of books such as 
hung at the crupper of the great Addison. To set 
out as a teacher of wisdom, with such poor quali- 
fications, was to be destitute indeed. Thus situ- 
ated, yet still impelled by the necessity of writing 



the author felt that all that remained for him was 
to forget that any books before his own had ever 
been written, and, despising the erudition which 
was beyond his reach, endeayour to see each thing 
as his own eyes might convey its picture to his 
mind ; and, looking watchfully about him, from the 
moment of his aziiTal in the country whioh was 
to be the scene of his travels until he shoukl'Iear* 
it, take as accurate notioa as he mig^t of all his 
impressions, and seek, in simj^ language, to cott> 
vey them to his countrymen. 

The authOT has simply attempted, then, to give, 
in the following pages, a &ithful nairatiTe of what- 
ever he saw during a visit of a few weeks to Eng- 
land. Thus setting out with promising little, that 
little he will yet exert himself conscientiously to 
perform. He feels that he has at least a right to 
lay claim to h(niesty of intention, and to as little 
prejudice of opinion as may possibly fall to the 
share of a writer who attempts the description of a 
country having so much in common with his own, 
and in the study of which comparisons must, of 
necessity, suggest themselves at every step. The 
two countries are, indeed, so much alike, that one 
is perpetually prompted to inquire wherein consists 
the difference. This he will endeavour to do with 
as btlle partiality for his own as is coABistest vrith 



that ^a«t patriotiBiQ whidi is the common attti- 
bute of Ameiicuts, & feeling of natumality inbecUed 
wkh the lawB, the Ungtuge, and the manneis of 
the country &om which we derive our origin, and 
which is saactioned not less by tho comparison of 
the blessings we enjoy with those of other lands, 
than by the pn»nptings of good feeling and the 
dictates of good taste. 

It is, perhaps, but tail to admit, that the author 
did set out with some feeling of animosity towarda 
England — a feeling engendered in hia bosom by 
the calumnious depreciation of his own country by 
Briti^ writers, actuated by the desire, through the 
misrepresentation of our institutions and national 
character, to promote their own perscmal interests, 
or react in the interest of conserrative principles 
upon public opinion at home. From the perusal 
of their works, which he very naturally assumed to 
be the prevailing sentiment of England towards 
his country, he bad been led to feel some measure 
of ill-will towards England in return. This, how- 
ever, has yielded almt»t entirely to his own per- 
gonal observation. If, indeed, a jealousy towards 
America, growing out of the recollection of that 
war which resulted in our independence, and which, 
having been success&l on our side, has left us 
without any feeling of rooted dissatisfaction, be, 



as it certainly is, a prerailing feeling among some 
classes of Englishmen so remarkable for their 
inveterate egotism, it is, on the contrary, pleasing 
to observe that the more elevated and enlightened 
look to our growth and prospenty with a liberal 
and kindly interest, the more creditable to those 
who entertain it, that they have most to dread from 
the influence of our example. 

The author found, moreover, that there was so 
much identity between his own country and that 
which he was visiting, that it was not easy to hate 
^e one without also hating the other. Hence, 
the patriotism which made America dear to him 
prompted him to love England : for, after all, we 
are ourselves but Englishmen in another bemi' 
sphere. We are only different editions of the same 
work ; in America plain, useful, and got up with 
something more of the spirit of the age, while in 
England, though the common type be mean and 
defaced, yet is the volume pleasing to peruse, rich 
as it is with antique blazonry and illumination. 
He has found, indeed, a pleasure, not easy to de- 
scribe, in the observation of so many objects con- 
nected with the early history of our race, and in 
offering his homage at a thousand sites halkiwed 
by the consecrating associations of genius and 
heroism. 
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' He cannot help feeling that there is in the two 
countries unbounded motive to mutual pride, io^ 
stead of any incentive to jealousy. America may 
look with well-founded enthusiasm to the past 
history and present {preatness of the country from 
^hich she sforung ; and if there be any one achieve- 
ment of which mote than another England has 
occasim to be proud, it is the planting of this vast 
empire, so rapidly spreading itself over a noble 
continent, worthy to be the field of the most mag- 
nificent experiments, and destined to perpetuate 
her rehgion, her institutions, her literature, and hei 
laws, and to keep alive the memory of her great- 
ness, of which its own existence is the noblest 
monument, to the remotest ages. 

The writer bega, then, at the outset, to be ac- 
quitted of any injurious prejudices. In a ptofes- 
sional point of visw be has nothing to gain by aub- 
servieDcy to parties ; and his success and advance- 
ment, depending wholly on himself, can neither be 
made nor marred by men in power, while, as fc^ 
any reaction in his own country to be brought 
about by the abuse of the institutions of England, 
he is not aware that there is one native-born Amer- 
ican amoi^ the whole thirteen millimis of om 
population, whom it would be necessary to convert 
ficm any paitiahty towards such institutions of 



tho mother country as have been omitted ia the 
constniction of our political aysteni. 

If the writer, in appearing before the pubhc 
some years ago, had occasion to express the well- 
grounded diffidence and dtstruat which he felt for 
the &lo of his performance, he may with still 
greater teaaon, and with far deeper conviction, 
avow the misgivings which at present disturb him. 
His work on Spain was written with the same 
enthusiasm which attended the tiaiels it described, 
and was truly to him a labour of love ; the coun- 
try, the climate, and the people, all offering them- 
selves with new and pleasing impressions to his 
mind, .and tinging hia imagination with a romantic 
colouring. It was quite otherwise in England; 
the climate praaented itself to him at the moat 
sombre season of the year, when it was his fortune 
first to visit it, under an aspect of more than usuaj 
gloom. He has laboured, moreover, under re- 
straints which .did not fetter him in writing on 
£pain, growing out of the circumstance that his 
■work wotild be likely to find readers in the country 
it described. This consideration has hung upon his 
pen with a nightmare influence, «nd driven him, in 
a great measure, frcHn the description of that which 
was most likely to prove of general interest. 

The](e are two ways in which oae might wnte 



of a eouatry like Khglaod : in the &vt place in- 
•tructively, by tbe collection of materials and facts 
of a statisticEd and political nature, reasoning upon 
the remits they presebt, and indulging in compaii- 
Bons ; in the second i^ace amusingly, by describing 
whatever characters or evenu of a private nature 
might pass under the observation of the writer, and 
by serving up, for the public's money, details of con- 
versaUons, incidentB, and opinions which had been 
furnished to him without price through the hospi- 
tality of his entertainers. For the first method the 
author found himself unqualified by actual knowl- 
edge, and by the taste to acquire it ; for the second, 
which has been so successfully used by .British 
writers on his own country, and with scarce infis- 
rior profit by others on England, he felt that he had, 
no vocation. 

It only remained for him, then, to take a middle' 
course, and attempt to describe the popular man- 
ners such as he had opportunities to observe them 
in his conditiOB as an ordinary traveller. He think» 
be has satisfied himself that these do not present,, 
in England, that picturesque character necessary^ 
to fiimish matertals for amusing description, or at 
any rate that he does not possess tbe powec of 
appreciating them- Writing without enthasiaank 
CMceming that which he saw with apathy, hi« 



work appeaia to bims^, as it will doubtlesB do to 
the reader, a most laborious perfoimance, in whiett 
a minutenesB of description which might hare 
pleased, if directed to objects of such general and 
prerailing interest as the peculiarities of society 
sarcastically described, has beon wasted upon sub- 
jects which ^>osseaa little interest. The result of 
this up-hill journey is before the reader, and, how- 
ever distasteful it may prove to him, his feeling of 
HTersion caa scarce exceed that with which the au- 
thor DOW takes leave of it> 

J^ewrYorh, October \st, 1835. 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE T0TA6S. 

psputora fian Haw-YOTk— Scenaa ia the Bay— LesTiiig the Lind 
— Snrve; of the Ship— Night View in •cudding belbra a SouUi- 
wester— The Watch on Deck— Haid Life of Hsichaot Sailon— 
lt«Tiew of Ship's Ccmpan;. 

It was a beautiful autimin morning, being thfi 
Ist of November, 1833, when I found myself, at 
the hour of ten, punctual to the announcement of 
the newspapers, on board the steamer Hercules, 
which waa in attendance on the ship in which I had 
taken passage for London. A numbei of friends 
had gathered there to greet me with their parting 
good wishes and hopes for an agreeable and speedy 
passage, and the effort which I was obliged in de- 
cency to make to listen to their conversation and 
reciprocate their kindness, checked the indulgence 
of those regrets with which I waa leaving my 
home. 

The steamer was crowded with the frieads af 
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the passengers, cabin and steerage, a motley group, 
conspicuous among whom stood our captain, who 
was about to become so important a personage to 
us. He was taking leave of friends, attending def- 
etentially to the last behests of owQers and consign- 
ees, watching aver the due arrangement of certaio 
packages, letter-bags, and more interesting heaps of 
beef, mutton, and poultry, reserving however a more 
peculiar care to a chionoDKter, which hs carried 
suspended in a handkerchief. The moment the 
garner reached the ship's side, she was there 
stoatly secured by hawsers. The bars which had 
been lying against the windlass were shipped, and 
adosen. er.more jolly tara, headed by a etout, boat- 
ffivrain-Iooking second mate, rose upon them with 
the energy of sizong bodies and stout hearts, ma- 
king the palls of the windlass rattle as ihey hove 
round, and. thO' whole harbour resound with, the 
](uig-drawn and monotonous, yet not unpleasiog 
sang with which tliey accompanied and gaxA con- 
cert ta Uieir labour. 

Our anchor was soon apeak ; tht steamer started 
b&[ engine, and we moved boldly ahead, despite die 
flood tide ndiich was still running. My native city, 
with its bay, its islands, and charming environs, 
had never worn a more attractive aspect than now 
that I was prepared to leave it, with regret that I 
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had neTei before experienced. It was the begin- 
ning of that delightful Beuan known among u« as 
the Indian summer, and the weather was beauti- 
fidly still and calm ; the smoke &om the city and 
the couadess steamers that were eTerywheie ur- 
ging their busyway and disturbing the calm waters 
with their bustlmg passage, rose in perpendicular 
threads toward the sky ; while four other packet- 
■h^s were l3ring over their anchus, their sails set, 
•nd ready to weigh with Uie first of the ebb. The 
small craft bound in the direction of the tide suf- 
fered themseWes to be borae lazily along, while 
those to which it was un6iTourabIe, with jib down 
and peak of the mainsail dropped, were riding at 
their anchors. Farther up the Hudstm the sloc^ 
were bounding merrily along, under the influence 
of a western breeze which was beginning to blow. 
Not a cloud was anywhere to be seen ; yet a hght 
haze, which hmig over the shore and water, and 
which the diminished energy of the wintry sun hid 
BOt yet dispersed, gave a tempered and melancholy 
beauty to the picture which was in hazmony with 
my feelings. 

I took a farewell look at the city, with its encir- 
cling forest of masts ; at the Battery, with its trees 
and foomenades, the spires which rose in every di- 
rection, and the dark and venerabte steeple of M 
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Trinity; atBrooklyn, smirking in tastelesi finery; 
at Hoboken and Weehawken, fringed with their 
foiest trees and variegated foliage ; at the beautifiil 
bay, whose still waters spread in glassy smooth- 
ness on every side, and at the islands with which it 
was so picturesquely studded. The vigorous efforts 
of the Hercules — well deserving the name — soon 
brought us to Stal«D Island and the Quanuitine 
Ground, with its fleet of ships, and the Narrows 
quickly closed behind us, shutting the city from 
our vievryas we entered the broad bay into which the 
Hudscn, Passaic, and Raritan, pour the mingled trib- 
ute of their waters- A light breeze had now sprung 
up ; we made sail, and when all was well, trim- 
med sharp.and we found ourselves heading up for 
UieSwashChaimel,theBteamercast off, and, greeted 
by three hearty cheers from the friends of the steer- . 
age passengers, who had accompanied them thus 
far, charging them with thousands of parting mes- 
sages to friends in the old countries, we were at 
length abandoned to our own efforts. 

The tide was now strong under our lee, and the 
bar at the mouth of the harbour, with lighthouse 
and beacons, was soon behind us. A vexatious 
delay of an hour in getting rid of the pilot, whose 
boat was not at hand, put our captain, who seemed to 
have more than an American's share of the spirit of 



despatch, quil« in a paBsi(»i. This vaa increased ■ 
by the clumsy way in which the young pilot, who 
Tias evidently a new hand, managed the ship ; he 
got her twice in irons, and going astern at a famous 
ntte, while-endeaTOuring to lay her to. -At length, 
however, the beautiful Trimmer was seen emerging 
from the harboor ; she cauie swooping along like a 
wild bird, rounded to under our lee, and, taking the 
pilot off in her liule cockle-boat, which skimmed as 
lightly over the waters as herself, hurried away ih 
another direction. The pilot bore with fain our 
letters and latest adieus, and we had taken a finid 
leave of our country. 

And now the captain, reUeved bom the tempo- 
rary suspension of his authoidty in his own ship, 
joyfully resumed the command, issuing, in a manly, 
distinct voice, which carried obedience with it, a 
few necessary orders ; the sailors, sensible of the 
propriety of each, and tired of wasting their labour, 
^irang with alacnty to obey. The ship was soim 
. under complete command, fell off to her course, the 
yards were trimmed, the studding-sails set, and she 
bounded' joyfully forwud. 

Meantime the mate and sailors busied themselves 
in securing every thing for sea. The anchors were 
got on the bows, the cables unbent and paid below, 
the fenders hauled in, the ropes coiled clear for 
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ning, and erery thing that could be tnoved from 
station by the lurching of die ship, securely 
led- The breeze blew fresh, and we skiauned 
idly along, and the ship soon began to dance to 
unequal and rolling surface of her appropriat* 
ment. Those who had been long enough ob 
>re to lose their sea-legs, oi who had never been 
rnhere else, now began to cling for support to 
rails and belaying-pins. The Highlands were 
n lost in the distance, and the shores of Long 
md also grew dim and mingled with the sea, and 
only remaining objects for Uie attention to fix 
without, were the other packets following in our 
;k, a few vessels making for the port, and the 
t ocean whose depths we were rushing forth to 
>lore. 

!)ur ship, thus isolated, began to assume a new 
[sequence in our eyes. I measured her extent, 
le for some weeks the limits of cur little world ; 
nned her sails and rigging, which were rather in 
altered condilion, with a seaman'a eye ; looked to 
physiognomy of each sailor and fellow-passen- 
■ ; took a glance of observation at sundry pigs 
1 sheep, and a nautical cow without horns, which 
a on her fourth voyage, and which was, with the 
:t, very comfortably housed in the longboat, with 
; jollyboat inverted over theii heads for* shed: 
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and, finally, made some progress in studying the 
cbamcter of a bear, which was to find hei home on 
the main hatch until tiansfeired in England to the 
menagerie of some noble, weary of herding with 
his kind, or to form the poetic appendage of some 
yacht, or perchance to figure as bowman in the 
gig of a dandy young captain of one of His Majes- 
ty's frigates. Bruin was stretched upon her back, 
scratching herself with a truly feminine grace, and 
grinning with the pleasure of her sensations. I felt 
the muscles of my own face gradually losing their 
stem contraction, and relaxing into a sympathetic 
grin, which seemed a sort of treachery to the 
fiiends I was leaving. 

My eye, in glancing round, next caught sight of 
a pleasing group, consisting of sundry stout sir- 
loins of beef and Jiaunches of mutton, garnished 
with occasional turkeys, geese, and game, which 
were hanging from the mizzen stay, and which, 
when fresh from the comforls ot breakfast and the 
sorrows of parting, bad attfscted less of juy atten- 
tion. My stomach, upon which I happened just 
dien to place my .hand, felt lean and hollow, and I 
began to doubt whether part of my malaise did not 
proceed from the circumstance, when the appro- 
priate ringing of the dinner-bell, and the joy which 

it occaqpned within me, convinced me that such 
B 2 
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was the fact As I directed my steps towards 
the companion-way, my eye caught a last glimpse 
of the Highlands, trembhng in the horizon; the 
dark fringe of trees that crested them, seen but 
occasionally, as the ship -mounted on the top of a 
higher wave, and beautifully illumined by the last 
rays of the autumnal sun, then sinking behind them, 
and playing in a line of golden light on the broken 
billows which danced and lifted their white caps 
between. 

Just then, as I was threatened with a new ac- 
cess of sentiment, one of the most uncivil of these 
poetic billows overtaking us, and swashing rudely 
against the mizzen channels, sent a whole bucket- 
ful of spray into my face. Unaccustomed as I had 
been in the larger vessels, in which I had sailed of 
late, to-be thus unceremoniously boarded on the 
hallowed region of the quarter-deck, this seemed 
to me quite a superfluous piece of impertinence. 
The remains of my sentiment were at once washed 
away ; and, not minding a little honest salt water, I 
betook myself forthwith to the Substantial comfort- 
ings of the repast, which I found smoking on the 
cabin table. 

■ Dinner was over ; tea and conversation had fol- 
lowed ; the evening was already far advanced, and 
I began to yield to the sleepy sensation which the 
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familiar roll of the sea inspiied. Before tuining 
in I ascended to ^ companion-way, to breathe the 
fresh air, and see what progiesa we were making, 
and took my station on the tafiiail, near the hehns* 
mai). Familiar as I was with the eight of ships in 
every possible situatioo, I was much struck with 
. the beauty of the scene. We were tearing along 
at a fearful tate ; the sails were bellying and strain- 
ing to the extent of the sheets which held them, 
tinder the influence of what is called a smoky south- 
wester, unaccompanied by a single cloud, but with 
a pervading and he^vy haze, by which the horizon 
was circumscribed to narrow limits, and through 
which the moon, just then rising beneath the foot 
of the foresail, and slightly shorn in iu orb, wai 
struggling to reveal itself, shining dim and murky> 
The sea was agitated and broken into short but 
yarning ground- swells, into which the ship plunged 
and surged violently, trembling with the opposing 
action of the two elements by which she was driven 
and restrained; now settling her stem into the 
trough of the sea, now overtaken by a succeeding 
billow, rising proudly on its crest, and dashing the 
white and sparkling foam far away on either side. 
At dark our studding-sails had all been hauled 
in, and made up as the breeze increased; the miz- 
zen topgallant-sail had been furled, ^d the mizzen 
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topsail reefed ; but the spanker, that worst of all 
■ails in a strong quartering breeze, was still set, 
acting as a powerful lever to force the bow into the 
wind. The steersman was staitding, with every 
muscle stiffened, against the wheel, giving the ship 
the fuU force of the helm as the quartering seas 
struck rudely against her counter ; then relaxing his 
hold, and allowing the wheel to spin freely round as 
she fell off toward her course. 

I readily recognised our helmsman to be a coll- 
ier, and a North of England man ; a smasher, as 
they are called in the service. He was quite a 
handsome youth, with light cittly hair, but a sooty 
complexion, stained in the coal trade. He was 
characteristically clad in a rough peajacket, a pair 
of trousers tightened round his waist with a leath- 
ern belt, from which depended a long sheath-knife, 
while his head was surmounted by a huge canvas 
hat, having a long apron behind, which was con- 
fined by a ropeyarn nettle beneath his anns, so as 
to exclude all streams of water from the back of 
his neck, which is much the most sensitive part of 
a sailor's person. The whole was thoroughly stif- 
fened with tar. and pitch, which, with true nautical 
forethought, out youth had doubtless daubed on as 
often as a bucket of either passed through his hands 
in the duly of the ship. This famous headgear, 
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iMtrrowed from the coalhearen in Eoglaad, ie now 
in general use among ali nautical worthies, who 
have adopted it under the name of a southweeter, 
which made it peculiarly applicable to the breeze 
before which we were staggering. 

Just forward of the mizzen rigging stood the 
mate ; he was holding on to a belaying-pio to steady 
himself; eyeing the wind keenly; glancing know- 
ingly at the sails ; and, as their leeches occasionally 
lifted, giving his orders to the helmsman, which 
were promptly re-echoed. One other of the watch 
might be seen sitting on the windlass, and leaning 
against the bithead. This was the look-out, sta- 
tioned there to see that we should run nothing down, 
and to strike the bells. He was beguiling the time 
with a doleful song, a word of which reached us 
from time to time above the noise made by the 
dash of the ship through the water, and the whist- 
ling and loar of the wind through the blocks and 
rigging, and against the sails. The rest, sheltered 
from the blast under the lee of the hurricane-house, 
and nestling snugly like a litter of pigs, were sing- 
ing in a low tone, as became their proximity to the 
captain and his fellow-nobs of passengers, some 
rode ditty, that told of hapless or happy loves with 
Sues and Nancys, in whiph all joined in a sup- 
pressed and melancholy moan at the burden; or 



3Z THE TOYAOE. 

Hstening to some older worthy as he told o£ toil* 
At sea ; anchors broken, or cables parted in road- 
steads ; stranding upon rocks and quicksands ; 
ehips nin down, and masts gone by the board ; or 
dwelling upon the more favourite theme of rascally 
usage from mates and captains; and long-shore 
vengeance wreaked upon that unhappy scapegoat, 
the second dicky. ' 

In the midst of this pastime they were startled 
' and aroused by a loud snorting, as if of some sea 
monsters immediately beside them, proceeding from 
a noisy school of porpoises, whose path we had 
crossed, and which immediately gave chase to us. 
They came bounding joyously over each other; 
sometimes leaping iiom the very crest of a wave far 
into the air, and descending into the yawning trough 
below with a plunge that sent forth a thousand 
sparkles. After playing about our bows until they 
found we were no match for them, and that there 
was to be no race, they suddenly wheeled off, push- 
ing their course in the direction of the wind, and 
by their lively, joyful gambols, proclaiming, ac- 
cording to nautical superstition, a continuation of 
the noble breeze before which we were driving. 

Our passage commenced under happy auspices ; 
and for three days we drove gayly before the wind, 
which had hauled to the northwest ; the foiuth 
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found U9 in the midst of the Gulf Stream, which we 
were crossing obliquely. It was idle to dieam of 
passing this barrier witbouta blow ; bo on it came, 
whistling from the cold north ; and we had nothing 
to do but to roll our sleeves up to it; that is, get 
CTery thing snug, and face it boldly. The sky low- 
ered, and the clouds flew low, dropping an occa- 
sional sprinkling of rain. The current, running in 
an opposite direction to the wind, produced a heavy, 
irregul^ sea, which frequently came on board of our 
deeply-laden ship, keeping the deck constantly 
flooded. Between the larger waves innumerable 
miniature ones rufHed the intermediate space ; while 
from their summits, at the eddies of the current, 
masses of water were torn and driven along in 
whirlwinds of what the sailors call spoondrift. The 
scene of elemental strife was indeed sublime. 

Our ship was soon reduced, to close-reefed top- 
sails and foresail. The wind had drawn ahead, and 
Our hitherto rolling motion was exchanged for that 
fatal one to seasick stomacba, the disturbing pitch 
of a head sea. Our sailors had a hard time ; and 
often did the stroke of the handspike, three times 
repeated over their heads, and the maliciously- 
pleased cry of the watch on deck — " All hands to 
shorten sail !" " Hear the news there !" " Heave 
out !" " Show a leg !" call out the poor fellows 
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Qf the watch below, perhaps but an hour in iheir 
bunks, after four hours of drenching and severe toil. 
Now, it was one of our old sails 8plit,to be unbent, 
and another got up ; itow another reef in the top- 
sails; and now the mainsail to be fiirled. The 
poor fellows would come crawling tip, half clad, or 
in the wet clothes of last watch, heated in the con< 
finement of the forecastle, and sickened by the 
Btench from the cargo and bilge-water, to encoun- 
ter sudden damps of the cold wet wind, and remain 
aloft by the hour, tugging at the earings, or con- 
tending with the rustling canvass, which, full and 
bagging with the force of the hurridane, was strug- 
gling to keep free. Splicing the main brace — that 
is, a glass of grog — when the work was done, 
seemed, however, always to send them away in a 
good humour and happy* 

If, however, the watch below met with little 
compassion from the watch on deck, they also met 
with less from me than, as fellow-sinners, they 
ought to have done. I never awoke at the stri- 
king of the bell and calling of ilie watch, without 
finding my regrets for the fellows who had to rouse 
out, swallowed up in my pleasure at discovering 
that I was not of the number. After nearly four 
years of watch-keeping, it was delightful to miss 
the tickled youngster of a midabipman, overjoyed 
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at hBTJDg reached the end of his own iratch, and 
heidly waiting for the sound to get out of the bell, 
eie he would thrust forvrard his obtrusive lantern, 
with the unwelcome message — '" It is eight bells, 
sir !" " Four o'clock, sir !" or, " All hands, sir !" 
"All hands to shorten sail, sir !" 

After a day or two the wind again became fair, 
and we started gayly forward. Our situation in 
the cabin was comfortable and pleasant enough. 
Among the passengers were two Americans be- 
sides myself; one of whom was an old Ixiend, be- 
sides being a great traveller and an agreeable com- 
panion. There were two Englishmen: one a half- 
pay captain in the army, who had served many years 
in India, whence he had returned in consequence 
of being severely wounded in the siege of a town 
in Java, during the war with France and her depen- 
dancies. He was gentlemanlike, unaffectedly kind- 
hearted, and intelligent. His Eastern reminiscen- 
ces, which usually came out with the fumes of his 
cigar alter dinner, were quite as amusing as a chap- 
ter of " The Younger Son," with the advantage of 
having more the air of truth. The other Enghsb- 
man, though intelligent enough, being a graduate of 
one of the universities, was far from being equally 
agreeable ; he had a bad tone, and was not so re- 
markable for gentlemanlike propensities as for tho 
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pertinacity with vhich he kept up the argument, 
the whole way across the ocean, with the captain 
of the ship, upon the banal subject of America and 
England; Basil Hall, Mrs. TioUope, and Cyril 
Thomton~-I beg the last-named gentleman's par- 
don for mentioning him in such company. Both 
Uiese Englishmen seemed to be stanch radicals in 
their own country, and decners of the clergy and 
aristocracy ; but the moment that our captain, iu 
the simplicity of his heart, would join their comrer- 
sation and concur with them in opinion, both would 
turn upon him, tike man and wife against ^e iU- 
judging interferer in a domestic quarrel. We had 
besides a philosophizing, free-inquiring old French- 
man, who was always declaiming against the state 
of education and society ; and forming the most 
Utopian pictures of what was to be the condition 
of the world, when the human mind should cease to 
be bewildered by the false systems and theories 
that now fetter it. According to him, almost any 
individual child might, by proper teaching and ju- 
dicious induction, be converted at wilt into a Scott, 
a Byron, or a Paganini. My other countiymaa 
was a young man just be^nning his travels ; a car- 
■ roty-headed youth, who had nothing to recommend 
him except his modesty and unobtnisiveness ; 
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though these, as the world goei, are worth taking 
note of. 

Very few of the steerage pasaengsrs were at all 
TiBible during the voyage, though, according to the 
captain's account, they amounted to near forty. Af- 
ter a few days, indeed, some of them began to mus- 
ter up from their den of sea-sickness. They came 
forth haggard and pale, with long beards and un- 
washed faces ; their clothes covered with straw, 
feathers, and pitdi from the deck. The w(nnen 
bad a wretched, helpless, squalid appearance, liko 
chickens with the pip. One fellow brought his wife 
up one fine day, and endeaToured to cure her by 
trotting her about the deck. Instead of taking her 
arm in bis, he placed himself behind her, with me 
hand under either arm, and thus steered her along 
with a certain low-lived Irish grace. She was a 
tall, long-fingered, lank-haired lassie, in a plaid 
cloak ; and 1 felt a most painful desire to possess 
Hogarth'g pencil for a moment, that I might sketch 
her. 

A few of the steerage passengers were Germans, 
returning citcuitously home, for the want of a direct 
conveyance ; they had no wives but their long pen- 
daat pipes, to which ihey seemed wedded. The 
rest were sturdy Englishmen. Some were going 
home for the friends who had sent them on a pioneer- 
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ing voyage ; others, happy fellows, for theii sweet- 
hearts, whom they found themselves in a condition 
to turn into wives i and there was one widow, 
whose husband had fallen a victim to the bilious fe- 
rer, or the cheap price of whiskey, returning to find 
relief for her sorrows in the sympathy of friends, 
or perhaps more solid consolation in the shape of a 
second husband. Let me not forget to make hon- 
ourable mention of the white-headed little ragamuf< 
fin who was working his passage, and who in this 
capacity had the decks to sweep, ropes to haul, 
chickens and pigs to feed, the caw to milk, and the 
dishes to wash, as well as all other jobs to do that 
belonged to no one in particular. As a proof of 
good-will, he bad chopped off the tails of a dandy, 
Telvet-collaied^blue coat, wi^ the cook's axe, the 
very first day out. This was performed at the 
windlass bits, in full conclave of the crew, and I 
suspected at the suggestion of a roguish man-of- 
wai's-man, a shipmate of mine. The tails were 
cut just below the pocket-flaps, which gave them 
a sort of razee look ; and, in conjunction with the 
velvet collar, made the oddest appearance in the 
world, as he would creep, stem first, out of the 
longboat after milking the cow. Blow high oi 
blow low, the poor boy had no time to be sea-sick ; 
sometimes he would get adrift in the lee scuppers 
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and roll over in the water, keeping fast hold of the 
plates be was carrying to the galley. The only 
day that the poor lad wore a bright face, was that 
on which we anchored in Portsmouth. 

Such was our ship's company ; and with the little 
interest that their society afforded, the time wore 
heavily enough. Like most idle men, we found 
our most interesting pastime in the pleasures of a 
well-provided table. The lapse of time, with us, 
was meaauied entirely by our meals. These were 
no fewer than four in number, or five, if we may be 
allowed to count our midnight assemblage around 
a dish of baked apples, which gave the mercy- 
stroke to our gastronimic capacities ; and all this 
in a single day, or rather in less : for as we were 
five hours ahead of the New-York time on oui 
arrival in England, it followed that we daily threw 
overboard a considerable portion of the twenty-four 
hours,-into which the days of those happy people 
who can remain quiet are regularly divided. In 
the evening, a game of whist or chess lent its 
friendly aid in relieving the load of existence. 
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CHAPTER II. 
THE CHANNEL. 

Strike Soundings— Land— EBcape from running down a brig— SL 
Altan'B Hud— Tha Pilot— Isle of Wight— Bnliili hardihood «i- 
emplified by a Pilot— The NeedJea- Animated apectacle in en- 
tering the harboui— Anchor near Spithead—TheNavarinind Skip- 
per Sun— Fate of the ttii&iing Pilot. 

On the sixteenth day out we struck soundings on 
European bottom, Etnd in two more a continuation 
of the same breeze would have placed us in port ; 
but there it left us, and during two days we beat 
about to no purpose against a light east wind. On 
the third the good old southwester came quietly 
stealing over the water ; it was a whole twenty- 
four hours in acquiring force. During the two 
days of light weather, the number of vessels pour- 
ing into the Channel had become considerable. As 
the breeze freshened in the afternoon, they gradu- 
ally dropped astern, all except an English gun-brig, 
a King's packet, which bravely held her way. In 
the afternoon the English coast was indistinctly 
seen, and as the night advanced, the brilliant lights 
on the Lizard pierced throu^ the gloom and mist. 

As the night advanced, the wind still freshened 
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to a gale. We were going along at a rapid late, 
and the chances of oui getting in iJie nest day 
amounted nearly to a certainty. The baked apples 
had been discussed, and we bad all turned in nn- 
UBually cheerful, when we were aroused by a vio- 
lent- commotion on deck. I was just dropping 
asleep, when the words 6f "hard to starboard! 
hard to starboard !" quickly repeated in the voice 
of the mate, and in a simultaneous chorus by the 
whole watch, with an energy that showed there 
could be no time to lose, convinced me that we 
must be in imminent danger of running down some 
othervessel. I leaped at once upon deck, and as- 
cended the mizzen rigging, to see what the chances 
were. Oui ship had rounded to a little, bringing the 
wind on the larboard quarter, and was breaking 
through the agitated waves at a fearlul rate. From 
the gloom just clear of our starboard bow was emer- 
ging alarge, heavily-laden brig, underiow sail. She 
had home away a little, bringing the wind abeam, 
and increasing her headway. We cleared each other 
perhaps six or eight yards. Had she been discov- 
ered a little later ; had any hesitation occurred as 
to the use of the helm ; or had our old wheel-ropes, 
which had broken no fewer than four times on the 
passage, failed us at that awful moment, we should 
have gone through the brig in an instant, scarcely 
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lift?tng time to hear the cries for aid sent up by 
the drowning men ere ihey wer6 far behind ; and 
whatever might hare been oui own fate, Uteirs, at 
least, would have been inevitable. The danger we 
had escaped, and the increased force of the wind, 
of which, in rounding to, we were made aensible, 
imposed the wholesome idea of greater caution. 
The handspike was heard striiting three times on 
the forecastle ; "All hands ahoy !" was the cry that 
followed. Our topsails were close reefed, with 
many a plaintive " ho, heave ho !" as they tugged at 
the struggling canvass ; the mainsail too was furled ; 
and though our rate seemed little diminished, the 
ship was mider more commanding sail to haul by 
the wind, should other vessels be seen ahead ; as 
indeed actually occurred several times during the 
night. On our arrival we heard that the Canada, 
the packet preceding us, had run down an English 
brig in the night, whose captain was knocked over- 
board and drowned. Encounters of this sort are 
necessarily very common in so fi-equented a sea, 
where the weather is so often thick. Our packets, 
which run in all weathers, and never heave to, are 
especially liable to accidents of this nature ; and it 
is a curious commentary upon the received opinion 
in England, — by which the people seek to console 
themselves for that superiority in model, equip- 
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ment, and speed, which it ib not easy to deny to 
us, in insisting, that if our ships are handsomer, 
theirs are strongest, — that in all these encounters. 
Brother Jonathan passes on as if nothing had hap- 
pened to him, and John Bull goes uniformly to the 
bottom. 

The next morning saw me up betimes. As it 
dawned toward eight we discoTered land, — Saint 
Alban's Head, — indistinctly seen through the driz- 
zling rain, and the clouds which hung low and heavy 
ardund us. It rose rather boldly, and was of a 
white or grayish colour, which contributed to ren- 
der it indistinct. These were the chalk cliffs of 
Old England, characteristically ushered in amid 
clouds, rain, a hurricane of wind, and an all-perra- 
ding gloom. - Ere long we could discover Corfe 
Castle, Poole, and Christ Church on our left ; and 
presently the Isle of Wight was seen breaking 
through the gloom, the bold, naked point of the 
Needles standing in strong relief far above the 
horizon. 

It was blowing so very fresh that the captain 
feared we might hot find a pilot-boat at sea. How- 
ever, we soon discovered one ahead, and a few 
minutes placed us alongside of him. She was a 
short, black, clumsy, and misshapen uaft as it 
was possible to see ; cutter rigged, with an im- 
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menae protruding bowsprit, and huge mainboom. 
She was under close-reefed sails, yet floundered 
about at a famous rate, throwing the water up to 
the head of hei mainsail. As we hore to with 
our head in shore, she came under oui lee, with 
her jib sheet to windward, and launched a light 
boat oTerboard, in which two men presently put 
off for us, leaving only one to take care of the cut- 
ter, a ressel of thirty tons or more. They soon 
reached our side, jumped on board, and hauled 
their boat up on our deck. We then boie up, 
and the pilot-boat followed. The chief of the two, 
who took charge of the ship, was a stout, hale, 
hearty Englishman, frank ia manners, and free of 
speech; be was neatly as well as comfortably 
clad, having on his head a brjiad-biimmed glazed 
hat, with blue jacket, with the buttons of the Royal 
Yacht Club, he being master of one of the yachts 
during the saihng season in summer. Over his 
blue trousers he had a pair of uncommonly thick 
hose, which he said he had bought in Sicily some 
years before when on board of a nobleman's yacht ; 
and outside of all a pair of formidable Asherman's 
boots, in which the whole of his legs were swal- 
lowed up. His companion was a smaller and 
much less distinguished looking personage. He 
too had on a glazed hat and blue jacket, somewhat 
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the worse for wear, witha pair of equally formida- 
ble boots, although their dimensions might not be 
BO well estimated, as they disappeared altogether 
beneath the canopy of an immense oTerhanging 
petticoat of tarpaulined canvaes, which was secured 
at his waist with a drawing-string and strap of 
leather. 

The course being given to steer by, we imme- 
diately laid siege to the pilot, to extract such itema 
of news as he mi^t have to communicate. The 
most interesting by far was that of the unexpected 
return of Captain Rws. The King of Spain was 
dead i matters, according to his account, too, were 
not going on ?eiy well in England : there wa» 
the old story of hard times, and. worse to come. 
We had already made some progress ; the bleak 
point of the Needles reared itself boldly before us ; 
its bald precipitous side of white chalk seeming to 
offer a stout yet ineffectual obstacle to the waves 
that tore it ; and the breakers on the reef which 
forms the opposite boundary to the entrance of the 
harbour, sheltered by the Jsle of Wight, were be- 
ginning to be seen in a broad expanse of shattered 
and 'broken waters. Our pilot just then discovered 
that the Danish schooner which was foUowing iu 
in,had hoisted a signal for a pilot at her fore. He 
oooBulted a mcment with his comrade, and then 
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gave orders to put the helm down, and launch the 
little cockle which had brought him on boaid ; lay- 
ing at the same lime, there was no reason why a 
Yankee should have two pilots and the Dane none 
at all. It was now blowing a hurricane : the sea 
was running short and quick, with a combing wave 
and driving spray ; and I could scarcely credit my 
senses when I saw a single individual stepping 
quietly and calmly into a boat, about twelve feet 
long, to put forth alone in such an uproar of the 
elements. Yet this was actually done by our little . 
pilot in the tarpaulin petticoat. He did not leave 
the side, however, until he had secured the custom- 
ary fee of a piece of salt pork from the harness- 
cask, and. a bottle of whiskey, which he uncorked, 
smelt, and icoia which he took a hearty, heaven- 
regarding quaff. Having carefully recorked and 
stowed it under the headsheets, he now hauled in 
bis painter, took to his oars, and got die boat's 
bead to wind ; pulling with a long and steady stroke 
clear of the ship, and catching the stroke quickly 
to prevent the boat's gathering stemboard. The 
pilots both looked upon this feat of reckless hardi- 
hood as a matter of course, but I felt sure that it 
was attended with great danger. I clambered to 
the poop, braced myself against the mizzen rigging 
to prevent my being blown away, and watched fox 
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the catastrophe with a painful interest. The little 
egg-shell, scarce disiinguished from the ducks that 
floated around hei, bore herself bravely ; head to 
wind she faced each coming sea ; at one moment 
disappearing in the trough, as if gone for ereij in 
the next, mounting on the top of the very spray 
which broke wildly from the crest of each wave. 

The schooner, on discovering the boat, which 
we feared for a time she might not do, hauled up 
for her. Presently after, to the horror of all of us, 
she again bore up and passed to leeward, following 
us in and dependingupon our guidance. The-only 
chance of safety for the poor fellow, who had thus 
boldy perilled himself from a sense of duty, and 
for the sake of the honest gain on which he was 
dependant for his support, now rested upon the bare 
possibility of his being seen by the single individual 
who remained in the pilot-boat, and who must al- 
ready be sufficiently occupied by his absorbing and 
perilous charge. If seen, too, the task of round- 
ing to and picking up the boat was not easy or un- 
attended with danger. The pilot-boat was ntm 
very far astern ; we watched the too reckless ad- 
Tenturer until the eye grew weary, and then aban- 
doned him to his fate with a fervent wish for his 
deliverance. 

By this we began to open the Needles. They 
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are a collection of isolated chalk rocks, which make 
out in a weatem direction fiom the Isle of Wlj^ht, 
and are so called from the circumstance of some 
of them being ahaiply pointed, (Ohen being con- 
nected at the topf the ceaseless wash of the sea 
fcoming an aich below, which the imagination, 
fruiriiil in discovering similea between the fantas- 
tic shapes of nature and the symmetric fonns of 
artificial objects, and sometimes puzzled for a 
name, has fancifiiUy likened to the points and 
eyes of needles. The bold cape from which these 
isolated rocks make off, and from which they have 
evidently been gradually broken, is called the Nee- 
dle's Point. It rises perpendicularly fire or six 
hundred feet from the sea, which, as we passed, 
was madly dashing against its base, and sending 
its waters far up the side. It is of a chalky white, 
and is altogether one of the most remarkable and 
boldest headlands in the world. To the left of the 
narrow passage through which we were entering 
lay ^e dangerous reef called the Bridge i the sea, 
agitated by the full blast of an autunnnal gale, broke 
over it in a rast extent of the most terrific break- 
ers T liad ever seen. Vast quantities of gulls, gan- 
nets, and sheer-waters, driven in from sea, yet ap- 
parently delighting in the scene of strife and up- 
roar, ciHiiended against the gale, wheeled in cir- 
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ding eddies, or allowed themselres to be borne 
before it with the speed ol lightning. As we flew 
by with almost equal rapidity, the pilot gave, in a 
few sententious words, the appropriate tale of the 
loss of His Majesty's schooner the Nightingale, 
wlkch had grounded some years before on the 
Bridge. TuiBing to the right he pointed to the 
Needle's Point, where-, on the brink of the pre- 
cipice, Btood the lonely and isolated light-tower; 
and in the same breath related how, «ie foggy 
morning, the keeper, having swallowed his mean- 
ing dram, walked off the edge. 

We passed quite near Hurst Castle, a venerable 
ruin that n>ld of feudal times, and which, until the 
late reform, sent two members to parliament- Its 
gray and time-worn sides were finely contrasted 
with the deep red of the two huge tight-towers that 
rose beside it, and the neat appearance of the while 
and well-kept cottages of the lightmen and coasts 
guard that clustered around it. Though the coast 
of England lay but a couple of miles beyond, it 
was but indistinctly seen through the lund and 
driving clouds. Occasionally the spire of achurch 
or the tower of some ruined castle broke through 
the gloom ; but the numerous towns that lined the . 
coast were not even momentarily oeen. In return, 
We had a full view of the Isle of Wight, which we 

VOL. I.— c 5 



60 TBI cBAIflfSL. 

passed at the distance of a quarter oi a mile ; from 
the Needle's Point, it stretched eastward in an ud- 
cuItiTsted down, covered with a short grass, wUch 
was Btlll of a dusky gieen. The ridge itoelf ap^ 
peared, against the background of dark douds, of 
8 singular regularity, defined as distloGtly as a 
black line upon paper, and broken by no other ob- 
jects than the lighthouse and beacon to guide ships 
in crossing the Bridge, and by a single individual 
in a white shirt, who, as he strode along the suni' 
mit of the hill, soared into the clouds in giant-like 
and pretematuial rehef. Here the dialk cti£f 
changed its hues to yellow, red, and purple ; and 
gangs of labourers were employed in quarrying for 
a sand used in the manufacture of glass, and said 
to be very valuable. 

The succession of objects past which we were 
now hurried, at a very short distance and a tcemen- 
douB rate, furnished an uncommonly spirited and 
gay spectacle. Yarmouth, Newtown, and Cowes, 
came and went like magic ; these were quickly 
followed by a continuous fleet of windbound ships, 
which we passed within the toss of a biscuit — 
by pleasure-yachts moored in the bajrs — gigs 
snd fishing-boats lining the strand — by Gothic 
churches rising at frequent intervals, the venerable 
shiiiies of a pure and heartfelt religion — and by the 
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diarmmg residences of a rich and moel tasteful 
people. There were beautiful cottagessun'ounded 
iif hay-ricke, hedges, and gardens ; IVeDch and 
Elizabethan chateaux, with formal walks and al- 
leys; or admirable imitations (£ antique castles 
'oremin irith iry, yet filled apparently with tdt 
imaginable comforts, and graced with the fair form 
«f woman, gazing with rapture firam the shelter aitd 
-security of the veranda, and from amid the plants 
«nd flowers that imbosomed her, upon the swift 
flight of our ship, the strife of the elements, and the 
triumphs of man in commanding them. 

We were to anchor on the Mother Bank, off' 
Ryde, as furnishing the most protected part of the 
admirable roadstead formed by the Isle of Wight. 
While yet three miles off we commenced shorten- 
ing sail and furhng every thing, that we might nei- 
ther part nor drag when the anchor should be let go. 
We still continued to run at the rale of eight 
knots, under bare poles, and were soon off Ryde, 
where we rounded to and .let go the anchor. The 
chain rattled out at a tremendous rate, to the great dis- 
may of the steerage passengers, all of whom had 
risen from the dead and come forth, and of my old 
friend the bear on the main hatch. Presently it 
was all out, and the ship brought up with a violent 
ktiTge, and swung round quickly to her anchor 
c 2 



There was an immense fleet of the outward 
bound anchored ifl eveiy direction arauod ua. Two 
or three cruiaen and troop-ships lay, iri& housed 
ntests and yards pointed to the wind, in the road- 
stead of Spithead, and a mile beyond was the town 
of Portsmouth ; its rusty steeples, and the fortifica- 
tions which pratect its harbour, indistinctly seen 
thrmigh the stonn. A Dumber of diminutive 
steamers were struggling slowly against the wind, 
in the direction of Ryde, Yarmouth, or South- 
ampton ; and a small cutter, having an American 
ensign stopped in her rigging, was seen standing 
towards us. This was the vessel belonging to the 
packet agents, which they were sending off for 
our passengers and letter-bag. She was called the 
Navarin, a very trim little craft, of which I had 
heard a great deal on the passage, as well as of her 
skipper, the son of one of the agents, a semi-nauti- 
cal worthy by the name of Sam. She now passed 
under our stem, bearing herself gallantly under her 
close-reefed sails, and, luffing short round, came 
alongside and made fast by the ropes which we 
threw to hei. 

The Nararin and her skipper Sam seemed to be 
less at home in this subordinate association with our 
overgrown ship, than when moving about indepen- 
dently aod on her own account. Her j bs bad been 
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hanledTlo'nn, but the mainsail BliH fluttered Tiolent- 
}y in the gale, and the toainboom «wung about ia a 
way ?ery fonnidable to those who stood neai it. At 
ereiy sea, bowsprit and bows went completely 
under, sousing the sailors who trod the deck, white 
the intrepid Sam, in danger of having his head 
knocked off by the restless boom, had taken refuge 
within the door of his companion-way, and seemed 
to losa all heart. He' waa a little urchin of one- 
and-twenty or more, mounted ambitiously upon a 
pair of enormouHly high-heeled bnota, which aerved 
to make bis footing at this time the more Insecure. 
He had'on a dandy blue jacket, covered with but- 
tons, which were meant to look like those of the 
Royal Yacht Club, though instead of those initials 
they bore ^e humbler one of the American Packet 
Service. An oilcloth cap, and cloak of the same, 
which he in vain struggled to keep round him, com- 
pleted his drees ; ^hile a &ce beaming wiUi good- ' 
nature towards others and himself, and long locks 
of sandy hair depending at either side to please the 
eyes of the Portsmouth sirens, formed the ensem- 
ble of his appearuice. 

And now commenced the scene of disembarking 
our passengers ; as odd a one as could well ba wit- 
nessed. The only way to get into the cutter was 
by reaching froiii the channels of tht ship to her 
5* 
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rigging, and descending along it. This was a very 
simple matter to sea-going characters, but not so 
much 90 to clumsy, labourers and countrymen, vho. 
had moreover nearly lost the use of their limbs by 
sea-sickness, confinement, and inactivity. They 
would plant themselves in the channels, hold on 
wlih both hands to oui rigging, and with eyes half 
shut through fear, stretch forth an exploring and in- 
effectual foot in search of the rattUngs of the Nav- 
arin'a rigging, which would sometimes rise under 
them, and nearly turn them over. They never 
^ould have got down if the sailors had not come to 
theii assistance, turned them round, guided their 
feet and hands, and sometimes trundled them over. 
The baggage was now sent down with as little 
ceremony ; slung in ropes, oi tossed from hand to 
hand i a more beggarly assortment of clothes and 
furniture could scarce be met with at an auction in 
Saint Giles's. One box slipped from the slings 
upon decli,just as the Navarin gave a desperate 
plunge and set her whole deck afloat. The con- 
tents tumbled out, and were scattered hi and wide i 
a dingy shirt or two, the leg of a pair of red flannel 
drawers, the fragments of a green surtout, a bro- 
ken jar of brown sugar, which was quickly con- 
verted into salt molasses, and sundry nails, and odds 
and ends of half-smoked cigat, with some sonli 
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articles of plumleT pickfd up about decks, which 
the second mate, had he not been better occupied, 
might have recognised and reclaimed. Part of our 
cabin passengers landed at the same time, still pre- 
serving on board of the Nararin their aristocratic 
advantages over the humbler worthies of the 
steerage, who were stowed with the baggage in 
the hold, while they were conducted to the narrow 
closet which Sam dignified by the ambitious name 
of the cabin. Being very desirous of seeing some- 
thing of the intermediate coast, and the naTiga< 
tion of the river, whose pilots are bo celebrated for 
their seamanship and dexterity, I determined to re- 
main with the ship until she should reach London. 
Our business at Portsmouth was soon over, and 
we were ready to depart ; but such a hurricane as 
was then blowing, with constantly increasing vio- 
lence too, furnished no fit moment to put to sea. 
The captain determined, therefore, to remain in our 
present snug anchorage until the weather should 
moderate. We were indeed very much disposed 
to thank our good fortune that we were not still in 
the Channel, and to appreciate the good sense <^ 
the pilot's remarks as to the inestimable value to 
England of the Isle of Wight as a breakwater, and 
the vast amount of life and property which is annu- 
ally saved fiMim destruction by its happy position. 
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Out interest in the fat& of the pilot who Imd M> 
boIdljE put foitb in the little boat to board the Da- 
nisfa schoonei, though it had been checked by our 
rapid run along the Isle of Wight, and the swiftly- ■ 
passing diorama of bo many picturesque objects, ' 
had not been forgotten. No qooner were we safe 
at anchor than we began to follow the anxious 
looks of the pilot in quest of his cutter, which was 
«ut of time. The individual who embarked alone 
in the little boat has his brolhei-in-law ; these two^ 
with another brother, were joined in company, own- 
ing the little craft among them. We were pleased 
soon after to see hei heave in sight, coming down 
from Cowes. As she came on, however, the pilotV 
anxiety was greatly excited in discovering, as she 
sheered a little, that the boaf which she towed 
astern was not the same one in which hia brother- 
in-law had embarked ; it was a neVr one, not yet 
painted black, as all boats on the coasts of the 
United Kingdom are required to be, in order to 
distinguish them from tho6e of the preventive ser- 
vice, which alone are painted white. He saw at 
once that the little boat must-have been lost, and 
that the cutter had stopped at Cowes for a spare, 
one kept theie in readiness. The painful quesdoa 
now occurred, what had become of the hardy fel- 
low who had ventured forth ia her ?^ Had he boea' 
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pMsed without beiog seen by the cutter, and left 
to edftuBt his strength at the oars in delaying'ths 
moment when th« wirtd and Hde would inevitably 
cany him among the breakers ; or had he been run 
down in the dangerous attempt to pick him up,made 
by the single individual left alone to manage so 
large a vessel in a gale of wind ? The fears of the 
pilot, in which we anxiously sympathized, were 
soon relieved, by finding, as the cutter came nearer, 
that the man was upon her deck, all life, and in 
posseasiwi of the helm. Passing under our stern 
he hailed his companion, to say that they had 
taken the boat in tow, and that she had been 
swamped in the breakers, as they crossed the 
Bridge, This was a loss of four or five pounds to 
these poor feHows, which would swallow up nearly 
the whole gains of piloting our ship in. 

The ship being now snug, and the work done, 
the sailors mustered round their supper on the fore- 
castle, having previously been comforted with each 
a wine-glassful of rum dispensed to them at the 
mainmast by the second steward ; while we were 
summoned to discuss a saddle of mutton, with sun- 
dry other good things, in the more comfortable, 
though perhaps not happier, sanctuary of the 
cabin. The conversation naturally tamed upon the 
lost boat, iae which we all agreed that the Dane 
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should, in jiiBtice, be made to pay. The pilot atid 
that all that could be got from him, when there was 
time to look to the matter, was half pilotage for fol- 
lowing us in. He seemed to take the matter very 
phUoBophically ; " There must be losses as well as 
gains, my masters, in all trades-" He added, that 
the loss of a boat was a frequent occurrence to 
them, with now and then a man ; and sometimes a 
cutter was lost with all on board. They had lost 
as many as three small boats in one wiotei.. 
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CHAPTER III. 
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8*il to PorUmnith in the N>Taiin— Sensetioiu on Landinr— A 
SUgecoach — Die*> and A[^>eaiiince or tbe Populatioa — Building* 
and Sbi^i*— Tbe iuTuible Dock-yaid — Siilon on Sbon — EDgliab 
Sleamen — A Funilj Group. 

On the morning after our arrival at Portsmoulb 
tbe weather had greatly moderated j bnt as the dis- 
tance to the entrance of the Thames was only 
about one hundred and twenty miles, the captain 
determined not to sail until the evening, so as to 
hate daylight in passing that part of the eoast from 
Dungenesa to Margate, where there are some dan- 
gers to be avoided, and where daylight is neces- 
sary to procure a pilot. 

As we had the whole day before us, tbe captaia 
proposed a visit to tbe shore ; and we straightway 
eiobatked in the Navarin, under the guidance of 
the doughty Sam, whose energies, rising as the 
gale abated, were now quite equal to the manage- 
ment of his craft. He had shaken oat all his reefs, 
set his largest jib, fidded his topmast, and carried 
ihe American ensign with a swagger at the truck, 
instead of hanging it with a depressed and diah- 
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d<^ air ID the rigging. The old s&ilor, tovr&oia 
he had very TCilliugly abandoned the honour and 
responsibility of command the day before, as he 
escaped from the salt spray and the sallies of the 
mainboom to the protection of the companion-way^ 
was now again dej^aded to the condition of a fore- 
mast hand, and turned upon the forecastle, wlyle- 
tbe youthful skipper, perched upon his high-heeled 
boots, gra^d the helm with a knowing cock of 
the eye, and issued tiis commandiwith theau^or- 
iutire air of a newly-caught midshipman. 

A quick and pleasant sail brought us under tho 
fortified point of land which forms the entrance to- 
the beautiful haibour of Portsmouth. Here a num> 
berof convict8w«reatwork; many of them wearing 
chains, which clanked as they mored along. The 
entrance to the harbour being quite narrow, offered 
a very lively scene ; small steamers were arriving 
and departing ; boats were crossing from the town 
to Gosport with passengers; square-rigged and 
smaller vessels were entering or beating out ; white- 
in the harbour above, lay several cruisers at their 
moorings. Among them was a stately thrae^ck-^ 
er, which wore the flag of the admiral. It wa» 
Nelson's ship — the ship which so nobly upheld the- 
banner of England at Trafalgar, and bore the, 
worthy and well-won name of the Victory, 
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We ba4 Bcarce reached th« neighbourhood of 
ihe shingle beach which forms the landing-place* 
ere we were surrounded by watensen anxious to 
turn an honest penny in canying us ashore. At 
the beach, another set of worthies obsequiously 
aided us to land, and offered their services in trans- 
porting our luggage. Neither the captain noi I 
wa« in a condition to need their 'services ; but we 
delivered up to thmr tender mercies oiir young 
countryman, who bad not landed tbe day before ; 
his luggage was overhauled by the custom-house 
officer with somewhat leas Ecrliple for having felt 
the touch of his silver, and passed firom one hand 
to another until it reached the top of a stagecoach, 
which was waiting for him, and where he hastened 
to place himself also, reliered in a very few min- 
utes of the weight of sundry uxpences and shil- 
lings, transferred to the greasy pouches of water- 
men, dock-rangers, and coacb-porters. Being a 
disinterested witness, rad at leisure to observe, I 
could not help smiling at the respectful courtesy 
with which each claimant commended himself to 
the attention of the sufferer, Ufiing bis bat, and 
proffering the sententious words, " Waterman, sir t" 
" Porter, sir !" " Coach-porter, sir !" and contrast- 
ing it with the air of well-bred indifference with 
which, when tbe demand was listened to and the 
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Bixpence bidden, each turned sway in search of 
other victims. 

- A ship caieering proudly undei a cloud of belly- 
ing canvass is a noble object; the ocean, with its 
vastaess, its monotony, its syniinetric boundary, 
met by the blue dome of the orerhanging he&veoei 
its unfathomable depths, and the huge monsters that 
alone have penetrated iheii unrevealed mysteries, 
is full of sublimity and grandeur. But with what 
rapture do we not ever exchange the ocean, with all 
its sublimity, and the winged messengers by whose 
aid we are able to traverse it, for the firm footing 
and the more varied spectacles of the land * More 
than a third of my life has passed upon the water; 
and for years together I have never slept out of a 
ship i yet, after ail, the land is the only place for 
life aqd for enjoyment ; but the zest with which 
we regain it can only be appreciated by those who 
have gone forth into the sea in ships ; and they 
only can understand the interest and attraction with 
which the eye reverts to a thousand familiar objects. 
The mariner will bear witness with me to the sen- 
sation of almost delirious rapture with which, afte* 
a long voyage and a familiarity with no otkex odours 
than those of the sea itself, or the staler cxhalatioos 
of the ship in which we traverse it, we first, evea 

while the land is as yet unseen, snuff the perfiunes 
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of meadows in temperate climes, or the aromatic 
gales which the laud-breeze wafts to us from soote 
fair island within the tropics. 

We had scarcely landed befora our attentioa 
was taken up by a battalion of foot soldiers, march- 
ing down to embark in small boats for Gosport. 
Their well-drilled air, the high order of their ac- 
coutrements, and the gaudy, flamingo-Uke glare of 
their scarlet coats, with the fluttering of their cc4- 
ours, and the clang of the martial music to which 
they marched, all formed a spectacle on which I 
was for a moment arrested to gaze ; but, after all, 
perhaps I was more delighted with the appearance 
of the stagecoach, in which my fellow-passengers 
were just starting f<nr London. The neat, grace- 
ful, compact form of the pretty toy, the mettled and 
impatient air of the shining and well-groomed 
horses, the high polish of the harness, and ad- 
mirable order and neatness of the whole affair, 
together with the stately and consequential aii of 
the, portly and well-muffled coachman, as he as- 
cended to his box with the mien of a monarch 
seating himself upon his throne, all ddighted me 
while yet the vehicle was in repose. When, how- 
ever, the guard mounting behind called forth the 
characteristic " All right !" and the stable-boys who 
lield thje horses had released and abandoned them 
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to tbeir impatience, the whip cracked, the wheels 
began to spin round, and the pftTements to lattle, 
while the ?eil8 of the fair occupants of the top of 
the coach Btreamed out from the rapid motion, and 
the whole presented an array of excited and happy 
J^ces, I thought the scene one of the most spifit^ 
ed and elrilung xini it was possible to behdld ; uid 
the sensation with which I contemplated it worth all 
the musings of sublimity with ^hich, for Want of 
something better, I had fed my imagination ou the 
outward Toyage. 

Leaving the seaside, in the hope of escaping al- 
together for an hour or two from nautical associa- 
tions, we penetrated into the town. In coming- 
from America, the streets looked narrow and c'rai- 
fined ; the houses low, antiquated, contracted, and 
ill-bnilt ; and the effect of the seacoal smoke, in 
connexion with an atmosphere in itself covered and 
OTercaat, was gloomy and depressing, aiding the 
influences of a temperature which, though appa- 
rently not cold for the season, was raw and chilling. 
The population did not, howeYCr, seem to suffer in 
their health, or allow themselves to be depressed 
in spirits by the action of any such causes as these. 
They were ruddy, hale, and robust, and seemed very 
well satisfied with their climate and their condition. 
Many had breeches, stout woollen stockings, anj 
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smock frocks ; and the variety of tbeti costume wu 
vei; pleasisg after the mtmotMiy bo preTalent in 
America ; where, bating some difierence in textura 
and fashion, — less there, owing to the tomfortabic 
and independent condition of the labouring classei, 
than in any other country, — all dress as nearly as 
possible in the same way. The wunen wore cotton 
gowns, gay-coloured handkerchiefs, warm cloaks^ 
gipsy hats of straw, and stout shoes, with cloga of 
wood or iron. These were country people appa- 
rently who had come to town with game, vegeta- 
bles, worsted stockings, and other articles, which 
they were selling in the squares and markets* 
There were, too, a number of French women with 
eggs, who did not seem to be in any partici^lar fa- 
vour with the beldames of the land. Among the 
people of the better orders I fancied that I discov- 
ered an air of greater health, larger size, fairer anti 
finer cconplexicois, and & less saturnine ezpreesion 
of countenance. Instead of the ease, independence, 
and proud carriage of the republic, however, their 
demeanour seemed constrained and formal, as If 
each were acting in imitation of some established - 
model. The women had better complexions and 
a brighter look than those I had seen as I rode 
down Broadway to embark ; Imt their figures were 
robust, stalwart, and redundant, with large extrem-. 



POaTBUODTB. 



ities, and a determined and heary tread; iheir 
dress, too, was far less elegant and tasteful, and 
flvinced a, less happy judgment in the selection and 
contrast of c<doiiiB ; still it had the appearance of 
being both appropriate and comfortable ; and tfae 
thick shoes, the heary shawl, and circling boa, 
seemed much more conformable to right reason 
and the fitnesa of things than the silks, the lace, 
and feathers of our light and tripping country- 
women. Upon the whole, these had a sturdy, 
wholesome, substantial, enduring, and serriceabltt 
look, as contradistinguished from the somewhat too 
gossamer forms, the graceful carriage, and distin- 
guished air of the American fair. 

As we strolled through the streets, I was struck 
with the extreme neatness of the shops, and, on en- 
tering one or two to purchase a few trifles, with the 
address, cirility, and obligingness of the shopmen ; 
though tfae conTentiooal eloquence with which they 
recommended theii wares, and insisted on theii 
being precisely what the purcliaser was in need 
of, howeveF lespectJul and obsequious, had in it 
something obtrusive and impertinent. I found in 
England that it is not the practice to enter shops, 
inspect goods, ransack shelves, and give much 
trouble without purchasing, as is not unfrequently 
done in America : a practice which argues moiq 
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fcobearance in the ahopman than congideration or 
aenae of good breeding in his lounging and yawn- 
ing Tisitei. 

The shops here were nearly dl open to the wr, 
which was an evidence of the mildneBs of the cli- 
mate. Another point which particularly distis- 
guished them from ihoae of America, was the fre- 
quent occurrence of stalls of butchers, fifihmongerB, 
and poulterers ; which, in America, being all col 
lected in the public markets, are here, as on the 
continent, e^read about at intervals, with the same 
Tiew to the advantages of position and the supply 
of a neighbourhood as the shops of grocers or 
hosiers- Whole sheep and calves hang up at 
the front of the butchers' stalls, considerably car- 
tailing the dimensions of side-walks alreafly suffi- 
ciently narrow ; and parts of dismembered animals, 
joints, sirloins, and the inferior oSal that announced 
the food of the poor, were himg about on hooks 
within doors, or suspended over the street. I nevet 
anywhere saw meat so nicely prepared, though it 
looked BO preposterously fat and bloated that I Un- 
cled that the art which- is still so exteusively prac- 
tiiwd in Fcance is not yet forgotten here, where it 
was well known in those days when the redoubted 
TtigcA was tauntingly told that — 
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would avail to save him from the ire of Hudibras, 
, Though the meat looked coarse and pu£^, it seemed 
to poaaess the rudiments of life and restoration, to 
judge of its effects upon the dispenser of these 
wares; in almost every case, a hale, hearty, lotund, 
and cheei&l-Iooking peretmage, in well-filled top- 
boots, neat apparel, and scrupulously clean apron, 
fcom whose drawing- string depended a shining 
knife and steel. There was something in the portly 
size, the rosy rubicund hue, and the cheerful, whis- 
tling, hey<day aii of each and all of these worthies, 
which seemed to illustrate very coocliuiTely the 
telative advantages of niBat and vegetable diets. 
A well-drawn figure of one of these worthies, and 
of a, IcdUi, thread-bare, and attenuated peasant of 
Grin's unhappy isle, would serve as no bad « un- 
fair peKonifioation of Hr. John Roastbeef and plaiir 
Pat PoUto. 

The fishmongers' stalls also made a very attract- 
ive appearance. The fish, lobsters, mid neatly .wash- 
ed oysters were displayed od clean stone slabs, incli- 
ned to the street,.8o as to expose the commodity to 
thecustonners, and carry off the water with which it 
was frequendy refreshed. The poulterers also sus- 
pended their wares most temptingly within and with. 
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Dut their shops. They coDsiated chiefiy of harei, 
partridges, and pbeftsuts with very rich plumage and 
long tail-feathers ; also oE venisoiij turkeys, geese, 
imd chickens, prepaied fof ^e broach, or pitrtially 
. (iivcsted of their feathers from the breast and bodies, 
and left with theil wings and beads untouched> Hav- 
ing just landed fronua three weeW voyage, which 
had been passed in demolisliing, and then, to prolong 
the pleasnre, discussing the merits of real wild game 
from a wild countiy, and of the best fhtToured poul- 
try and proyisions, and which in short had beea 
devoted wholly to gastronomy, I did nfit contem- 
plate the spectacle of these edible apj^nces with 
all the rapturfl that I might have done in other pas- 
sages of my lifia, and at the terminatioQ of other 
voyages in far distant seas, where I had been half 
starved for months together. I could, howeter, well 
sympathize in the yearning a^d voracious glances 
with which some young midshipmen, just landed 
frotn a newlyeirived cruiser, whose sunburnt 
countenances, contrasting with the light locks of 
England, proclaimed them wanderers &om some 
torrid clime, eyed these treasnrw of good cheer. 
They seemed to have but little admiration to spars 
for the fresh snd blooming faces of their passing 
countrywomen ; though this indifference was net 
unhkely to give place to m<ne ardent feelings in 
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their subsequent vraUts, after they should have pio- 
Tided for the comfort and refreshment of their inner 
man at the George Inn, which they now entered 
under the guidance of the oldest of the party, round 
whom the younkeistalliedt and who seemed chosen 
•to act as conunodore in the land cruise on which 
they had so heartily and so adventoroualy set out. 

Strolling along the ramparts of the town, we 
caught some glimpses of the surrounding country. 
It was flat and monotonous- for some miles, until 
bounded by a line of chdk hills of no great height. 
The whole expanse was divided into small fields^ 
carefully separated by hawthorn hedges, out of 
which giew at intervals an occasional elm-tree. 
Some were still green with grass, others elaborately 
cultivated, and clothed in every direction with white 
cottages, surrounded by stacks of hay and com, or 
with tasteful villas, of forma as various as individual 
caprice could suggest. 

Though very anxious to see the Dock-yard, I 
did not, of course, attempt to gain adrntttance. All 
persons entering it are required to record their 
names and places of residesce at the gate ; and 
foreigners are only aQowed the pririlege in virtue 
of a specific order from the Admiralty. Such is the 
vigiluit yet ineffectutd jealousy with which Eng- 
land watches over all that pertains to her waaing 
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ttoDunion on the ocean ; and those wooden walls 
which extend the arm of her power everywhere 
to the remotest seas, and display her pioud ban- 
ner flauntingly and disdainfully in the eyes of 
an overawed world. If there were any thing new 
in the science of naval war in England, a single 
month would, in this age of publicity, reveal it to 
the whole world. The power of the British navy 
consists in the vast collection of materials, the 
number of her ships, in the skill and experience of 
her ofBcers, and the excellence of her seamen, nur' 
tured in a commercial marine which covers every 
sea. Add to this the vast wealth, the accumulated 
capital, and untold treasures which are the produc- 
^on of previous and still-sustained industry, and 
which give life and energy to her other resources, 
and we have*the real causes of England's naval 
superiority, which does not consist in any exclu- 
sive ingenuity in the construction and equipment 
of her ships. The foreigner who wouldsteal into 
the Portsmouth dock-yard with any surreptitious . 
purpose, would probably be found studying the 
modeb of the President, the Endymion, the Blonde, 
or some captured Spaniard, and not in carrying off 
any outlines of those crazy and dancing cockboats, 
in which the forms of caiques and polacres, in- 
tended to traverse circumscribed- and sheltered 
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fleas, are extended to the largest ships, turned oik 
to roll and wallow in the full-grown billows of tha 
Atlantic; or attempting to gagi a useful idea in 
constiuction in the building-sheds of a navy which 
is abandoned to a wild spirit of innovation, tram- 
pling upon established rules and all that experience 
has ctneecrated, and .which is given up to the 
nOBOiu guidance of charlatans and yacht-fanciers. 
Though we did not enter the dock-yard, we took 
ft look at the gate that gives admission to it, and 
enjoyed a broadside view from the land, of the 
noble old Victory. The beach and adjacent streets 
were crowded with jolly sailors; some, just dis- 
charged, had yards of riband hanging froni their 
neat trucks, and fluttering like the pendants of so 
many cruisers, and the gilded chains of one or 
more watches dangling from their tight-set waist- 
bands. These rolled over the ground with a glo- 
rious swagger ; and, in their trim gala air, were the 
very opposites of some other worthies, who, with 
tattered shirt, bunged-up eyes, and minus the 
jacket which they had doubtless swallowed in die 
shape of mm the day before, were skulking to » 
house whence depended a union-jack, to which 
was pasted a handbill, setting forth that able sea- 
men were required for His Majesty's service. 
These fellows work hard three years at sea, and 



PORTSMorTH. 7S 

xeereate a week on abore ; if indeed that can be 
called recreation which, if it does not kill them 
ouUight, often severely injures their health, and 
leaves them more exhauBted than mondis of toil 
and privation. - The diSeient favour and estima- 
tion in which these poor victims seemed to be 
held by the Imiag syiens that filled the streets, and 
ogled or frovmed from the windows, fumifihed » 
true though low-lived picture of worldly interest- 
edness. Never before did I see such teeming ev- 
idences, and 80 much of the outward and visible 
signs of vice, as in these my rambles through the 
streets of Portsmouth. I might perhaps have been 
led to draw conclusions unfavourable to the chas- 
tity of England, herself so critical, so prudish, and 
so unforgiving in her estimation of her continental 
- neighbours, had I been in any hurry to draw con- 
clusions of any sort; or, had I not remembered that, 
besides being a garrison town, this was the great 
rendezvous of the greatest navy in the world, 
and that sailors, somewhat earher than the days 
of Horace, were already allowed by universal con- 
sent to be a wicked and perverse race, without mor- 
als and without religion. Wo is me, brother sail- 
ors ! we lead but a dog's life in this world. Is it 
only that we may be the more certain of roasting 
in the next ? 

TOL. 1. — D 7 
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It would hare been too much good fortune to 
have made two passages ia one day with Captain 
Sam in his Navarin. There were, however, steam- 
ers running at stated hours from' Portsmouth to 
Ryde, off which the Hannibal w&s lying, and we 
got on board one of them at two o'clock. There 
is no wharf or pier for the accommodation of pas* 
sengers here. The pott is lined widi a shingle 
beach, on which the boats are hauled up> The 
steams lay at a short distance from the shore, 
stemming the tide, and we reached her in a small 
boat. This steamboat, like all in England, was of 
Tery different construction from ours in America ; 
most of ours being constructed to run on rivers and 
in smooth water. Here there are no rivers, the har- 
bours are generally more or less open, and all boats 
are occasionally exposed to a heavy sea. Hence 
they are constructed fuller and deeper, and have 
no superstructure of any sort, such as pavilion- 
decks, and roofs for the shelter and comfort of pas- 
sengers. None of their machinery is on deck ; and 
were it not for the funnel emitting a black coal- 
smoke, and the paddle-wheels, there would be 
nothing in the appearance of theii hulls to distin- 
guish them from sailing vessels, for they are even 
painted in the same way. The travelling-beam 
and piston, which work up and down in sight in 
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ftor boats, here more horizontally below.' Perhapi 
this is one reason why the celerity in EngUsh 
steamboats is so inferior to ours ; for, extravagant 
as the disparity may seem, I do not believe that 
the average celerity of all the boats in the United 
Kingdom is more than equal to half that of Amer- 
ican steamers. In a noble steam ship-of-war, re- 
cently built in England, having two engmea of 
each one hundred and ten horses, the length 
of the stroke is twly five feet, while with us it 
would be just double. The disparity in speed 
is not wholly, but indeed very partially, owing 
to the flat construction of our boats, and the 
different character of the navigation. In ahoal 
water it is more difficult to displace the resisting 
fluid, ^nd the velocity is checked. We have steam- 
ers built of deeper draught for the navigation of the 
Long Island Sound, one of which, the Lexington, 
has a uuifonn speed of eighteen statute miles the 
hour ; and Uie Charleston packets, which are ex- 
posed occasionally, in passing along the Gulf 
Stream, to as terrific storms and as dangerous seas 
as any to be encountered on the boisterous coasts 
of the United Kingdom, go at a velocity of &om 
twelve to thirteen knots. 

But to return lo our little steamer now on her 
way to Hyde, she scu^ed along at the rale of six 
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or seven knots. She was eTidently doing her 
best to oblige us, and it would hare been cruel to 
complain. Though ^ere was no gilding, brass, or 
ornament of any sort about this boat, she was scru- 
pulously neat, and the sailors employed about her 
were better clad, and evidently a better class of 
persons, than those usually seen in ours. The aur 
being raw and chill, I went below to the cabin, 
which I found exceedingly small- Instead of the 
rich and costly woods, the gilding, carving, carpets, 
and tapestry which are found in most of our boats, 
all was here plain and simple, the joiner's work being 
imadomed and merely painted white, with an oilcloth 
and green cushions of moreen ; here however, as on 
deck, the cleanliness and order were admirable. 

The Uttle cabin was occupied, as I entered it, by 
a very interesting group, consisting of a young 
gentleman, and a lad^ of great beauty and elegance, 
who was evidently his vrife. Beside her sat a nurse, 
whose good looks, though of a more substantial 
character, were not without claims to admiration, 
and who was endeavouring to amuse a pretty boy 
of two Di three years, and divert his mind from the 
effects of the boat's motion ; in which task she had 
a most useful coadjutor in a little spaniel dog, very 
prettily spotted, and with long silken ears. There 
was an air of mutual confidence and affection be- 



PORTS HDTITH. 



tween the happy pair, which evinced itself in none 
of those sickening epithets and mawkish dalliance 
which married people not unfrequently indulge in, 
for the edification of others whom chance has sent 
as spectators of their exhibition ; but in every quiet 
look, word, and action. Nothing delights me more 
than the spectacle of a happy group thus blessed in 
the present, and with hope to gild each cloud that 
hangs about the horizon of the future. Every 
thing, indeed, seemed in good keeping in this 
charming living picture after the manner of Raphael. 
The noble, manly, protecting air of the husband ; the 
grace, the delicacy, the soft security and confiding 
lepose of the wife ; the more solid and substantiat 
charms of the rustic fait one ; and the innocence of 
the child, at the age when children first begin to 
have any interest, were all aided by the effect of 
graceful drapery and well-chmen colours. To ren- 
der the scene complete, they were surrounded by a 
thousand little apjdiances of comfort and luxury, 
which were all called into use in the course of out 
short voyage. A neat port-folio was first produced 
and opened, exhibiting the combination of compac^ 
neis and high finish, which luxury and refinement 
have given rise to among a highly civilized people. 
There was no table in the cabin, but the obliging 
buBband contrived to make (me of his lap; while 
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hiB wife penned a hasty line to put in the post at 
Ryde, in order to announce a safe anival to some 
dear friend &oai whom they had recently parted. 
This care disposed of^ a basket was produced and 
unpacked, which was found to ctmtain the very op- 
posites of the intellectual contents of the port-folio, 
in the shape of sandwiches, done up in white paper, 
and an entire roast chicken. £re they made any 
inroad upon their store of good things, they very 
politely and cordially iuTited me to partake. Aa 
act of courtesy like this would have been obvious 
enough on the continent; and in Spain would surely, 
ander like ciicumBtances, have been practised by 
the humblest peasant or muleteer ; but I certainly 
was not prepared for such civiUty by a slight inter- 
course with various repulsive specimess of English 
people in my own coiuitTy and elsewhere. As I had 
BMr however, come to this country armed, in imita- 
tion of the amiable example of its travellers in my 
own, with a set of opinions to which facts were by 
some means to be accommodated, I very willingly 
stored up the circumstance in my memory as a pleas- 
--ing incident, which I am happy to record. Perhaps 
the attention may have been unusual, and owing to 
my removing my hat and bowing as I enteied an 
apartment, of which, though public for all the pas- 
sengers, they were the only occupants, having rea. 
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dered it probable that I was a foreigner. At any 
rate, I learned on this occasion one leeson of nation- 
al lUanneis, which was conliinied by atl my subae- 
quent experience. This was, tbe sensible custom 
of Engbsh people, of going always armed with eata- 
bles to sustain their energies and keep alive their 
enthusiasm. The pleasures and excitement of a 
journey, the rapture which is enkindled by the 
contemplation of fine scenery, or the ecstasy with 
which the soul is moved by the triumphs of music 
at a festiraT or an oratorio, are never in England 
allowed to be diminished by the inward discomfort 
of an empty stomach; There is a sympathy of 
-feeling on this subject throughout the land; and 
never shall I forget the loud and enthusiastic burst 
of loyalty with which I once saw King William 
greeted by an overflowing house at Drury Lane, as 
be accompanied his cup of tea by the customary 
bread and butter, eating, as one remarked beside 
me, exactly like a common person. 

But to return to our littld steamboat; she ere 
long stopped under the stern of the Hannibal. A 
boat came from the ship to t^e ns alongside ; and, 
soon after, we were seated at dinner, when I en- 
deavoured as well as I could to do justice to the 
good cheer of the captain's table, and imitate the 
etic attacks of my late friendly companions. 
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Leave Fortflmoath — Beiicby He&d — Dungs New — Lighthoiue <in»- 
cnrea — River Pilot — Shipntecks — Appeuance of the Coast — 
Hftbe — Dover — Cmque Port* — Tlie Downi — Kastiih WrBcksra, 

Towards sundown we weighed anchor and 
stood to sea, gcnng out from behind the Isle of 
Wight by the opposite entrance from which we 
had airived, in comiog from the west. We had 
come in by the Needles, and now passed out by 
St. Helen's. The gale had ceased, and though the 
sky was still gloomy and overcast, the pilot, and 
those who could judge in an English sense and 
speak advisedly, pronounced the weather beautiful. 
The wind blew gently from the soath, and we 
swept quietly along the coast. As the day de- 
tained, and the darkness spread around, the beau- 
tiful beacon-hghts of this admirably marked coast 
grew into distinctness and brilliancy. The salu- 
Wry care of a govwnmcnt, walchAil of the lives 
•nd property of iu subjects, has provided hghts at 
every headland and place of danger. These are 
visible from twenty to thirty miles in fine weather^ 
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•le distinguished by their colour, phases, and peri- 
ods of rerolution, and hare sufficient power to 
pierce the gloom which ordinaiily envelopes the 
coast to a distance sufficient to secure the safety 
of the watchful mariner. Other intermediate points 
of inferior note, having piers or natural harbours, 
have beacons of- less brilliancy, which are placed 
on the extremity of the moles, and called tide- ' 
lightft; because they are only lit towards high 
water, when alone it is possible to enter. In this 
way we passed the Owens, which mark the exist- 
ence of a danger ; a brilliant collection of gas-lit 
streets, sloping down a hill side, marked the site of 
Brighton, a city exclusively of the rich, then the 
tesidence of the court, and the .scene of festive 
revehy ; at length the brilhant, meteor-like light of 
Beachy Head blazed up in the direction of our 
course, to remind me of one of the coomioneet of 
sea similes, applied equally, in naitative, to ships 
and women — " She loomed like Beachy Head in 
a fog." 

Having walked the deck until a late hour, ex- 
cited by the balminess of the gentle south breeze, 
the steady and quiet motion of the ship, and the 
bright airay of iightbouses, beacons, and iUamina- 
ted cities of Sussex, past which we nearly and 
leuuzely glided, I retired at length below, widi the 
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detenninatioD of being oot again betimes. Tb« 
day was dawning as I rose, and we wera oS that 
southern point of the coast of Kent which, stretch- 
ing out into a low sandy headland, is known by the 
name of Dunge Ness. Here is a very fine light, 
whose power and brilliancy we could still appreci- 
ate,- though the gathering day had already an- 
nounced the coming of nature's Itiminary. If^ 
howerer, it were nearly as brilhanl as the sun, it 
was not by any means so cheap. I forget, now, 
how much the Hannibal had to pay each voyage 
for this Dunge Ness light ; but I well remember 
that she and other ships mi^e up for Mr. Coke, 
of Norfolk, the pretty purse of four or five thou- 
sand pounds over and above the aimual expenses 
of mamtaining this light. I was told, moreover, 
that Mr. Coke, whose' name was ^miliar to me 
among the distinguished Englishmen of the day, 
was an individual of enormous patrimonial wealth, 
and of elevated character, and honourable estima- 
tion in the land. He had repeatedly declined be- 
ing called to the peerage. He was a very great 
patnot ; indeed, he owed to his patriotism, that i^ 
if patriotism and whig principles be admitted to be 
synonymous, the late renewal of the charter from 
Trinity House, or from whencesoever it cune, se- 
curing to him this rich sinecuie, chargeable to tha 
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commerce of the country, for other ten years. I 
think, in declining to be called My Lord, Mr. Coke 
might very consistently have put back this dis- 
faonourable subsidy, the want of which to him 
would bare involTed the abridgment of no laxiuy, 
but which is felt oppressively as added to the bur- 
dens of merchants, ship-owoerB, and masters, toil- 
ing, economizing, and exposing, themsetves to be- 
come owners also. 

J Daniel O'Connell — by whom, however, 1 am by 
nomeansdisposedtoswear — being without fortune, 
has devoted those rare talents and aequirements, and 
that brilhant eloquence, which might have conduct- 
ed to the highest honours and unbounded- we alUi, to 
the restless and tmwearying advocacy of Ireland's 
wrongs. For these services he receives^ as a vol- 
untary offering from his countrymen, such sums as 
his professional labouis would make his own with 
less vexation at the bar, or the tythe of what he 
might throw away in patronage upon his family, 
had his vocation been for office. For the receipt 
of this voluntary tribute he is each day proclaimed 
infamous to the wcvld, branded as a selfish and 
sordid spirit, and the most wretched of beggarmen. 
Mr. Coke, of Holkham, being the hereditary pos- 
sessor of unmeasured acres, extorts compulsorily 
four thousand pounds from ship-owners, skippers. 
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ukl ranack maaten, which the legielatiTe oUiqni* 
ties of the land permit him to levy, aad for which 
he renders no eeirice in retuni. Yet the world's 
estimation, denouncing O'Connell as infamous, pro- 
claims him juBt, generous, and a patriot- 
It so chanced that the first English newspaper 
which came in my way contained some evidence, 
given by a distinguished merchant before a com- 
mittee of the House of Commons, oa the depressed 
condition of the shipping interest. To enfmve his 
opinion, lie stated, that if any perdon would plaCe at 
his disposal a thoroughly equipped ship, without 
the payment of any consideration, and simply upon 
the condition of his keeping her in repair, he would 
not consent to sail her in times like the present. 
The individual was upon oath; perhaps he had 
been broken ia by swearing to manifests. At any 
rate I did sot believe him, for I read bis evidence 
soon ader it was given, in working up the Thames, 
and surrounded by ieeta of ^ips and teeming indi- 
cations of a not motiveless or unprofitable activity. 
Though I did not believe dte case to be so ex- 
treme a one, yet I placed the circumstance beside 
the other of the Dunge Ness li^t, and could not 
help wondering that a country which has become 
great by freediuu and by conuoerce, should permit 
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the BcuTcei of its power to be thns obitrocted md 
preyed upCHQ. 

The day iiow grew apace. The cbalky hills of 
the interior grew into distlDclneas, and many towns 
scattered along the coast testiAed to the populous- 
neds of this maritime county. There were fleets 
of outwEffd-boimd vesselft anchored under the land, 
waiting a wind to get to the westward. The sky, 
&ou^ overcast, did not indicate rain or inclement 
weather ; the water, being free from swell and of 
a very bright green, was stirred into miniature bil- 
lows by the growing breeze. Here the Thames 
pilots cruise for the inward-bound from the At- 
kntic- We boihi saw one, having her signal up 
a2id standing towards us. She was a small cutter 
of thirty or forty tons, under reefed saib. We 
found that she had been out a week, and of course 
had encountered the tremendous gala we had' rode 
out under 'the Isle of Wight. Thou^ cbimsy, 
Rwkwatd, and apparently unmanageable, these cut- 
ters must certainly be excellent aea-boals ta tire in 
such weathers The boat^ crew of four which 
polled the pilot alongside were a very hardy, 
weather-beaten set; their mode of life exposes 
them to frequent stwms and nun, and the perpet- 
utd drenchmg of the salt spray ; they were-,, bow- 
erer, most cwnfHtably ciad in suits of tarpaulin. 



,> Google 



coal-hearer's hate, huge boots, and canrass petti- 
coaU. The pilot Tras a pursy little man, with a 
braggadocio air and a nautical swagger. He had 
a copper nose and a red eye, that showed that he 
knew how to empty a bottle. He fully proved this 
ere we reached Gravesend, as well as that, both as 
a pilot and a seaman, he was very competent to the 
discharge of his duty. The boat's crew, except 
one, followed him up, besieged the cook for taw 
pork, levied a bottle of ruin, and contrived to ex- 
act an extra glass each before their departure. 

During breakfast, the pilot regaled us with an 
account of some of the wrecks, attended with loss 
«f life, which had occurred since the last voyage 
of the Hannibal. Quite recently, a Quebec ship 
had been cast ashore near Calais, and lost nearly 
the whtde of her crew. The pilot expatiated on 
the inhumanity of the French in not making greater 
efforts to save them. By his own admiasion, how- 
ever, those who reached the land had been nursed 
wilh the greatest kindness ; and I not long after 
Baw an account of a most singular act of hardihood 
and courage of some French fishermen, in saving 
the crew of an English vessel, at the great risk of 
their own hves, and updec the impulse of humane 
feelings alone. Their heroism was commended in 
all the English papers, and the bounty of the aor- 
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ereign was moat becomingly bestowed upon them. 
The vituperation of the pilot was only the effect of 
the national antipathy, still existing in all its force 
among the amphibious inhabitants of ^e opposite 
coasts. 

Our course lay very close to the coast. It blew 
fresh immediately along it, and we drove rapidly 
before the wind with square yards. After break- 
fast we were opposite to Hythe. This was the 
native place and the chosen retirement of our 
worthy feUow-passenger, the half-pay captain. He 
had expressed the hope the day before^ that some 
boat would be off as we passed the town, and that 
he should be able to get on shore in time to go to 
church wilb his wife and little ones. I Ibnnd the 
captain anxiously looking with the glass, in the 
hope of seeing some one of the objects of his affec- 
tion. He pointed out to me his abode ; a stone 
house, pleasingly situated on a terrace of the slo- 
ping chff. One of the gables was overrun with an 
evergreen creeper, and it had an inviting, habitable 
look, as of a place to which one might become at- 
tached, and be satisfied to hve in for ever. At no 
great distance stood the village church ; a venera- 
ble and time^(HiouTed pile, of va^ous architecture, 
the patchwork combinations of remote ages. Its 
clear and (Marion-like bell was seading aver down 



S8 THE KENTISH COABT. 

and cliff the preliminiaiy notes of inTitatioR to the 
faithful to bestir themselTes, put on their gayest 
bolyday suits, and repair to take part in the reli- 
gious offices of the day. On the naked downs sur- 
rounding the town, flocks and herds were placidly 
grazing on the still partially-verdant herbage. Oc- 
casionally a cow, standing on the top of the ridge, 
was brought nut through ^e half misty sky in 
strong relief, so as to seem of .preternatural di- 
mensions. A gentleman on horseback, and fol- 
lowed by his dog, was picking hia way across the 
fields in the direction of the village. 

The captain seemed very full of the antiquitiea 
of his little town, a place indeed not unknown to 
feme ; and which, being one of the Cinque Ports, 
makes no inconsiderable figure in the early naval 
history of England. He gave me a full account, 
pointing too to the localities, of a very dreadfii) 
battle fought here against an army of inyading 
Danes ; who, having effected a landing, were de- 
feated aHei terrible efforts, and put to the sword. 
A huge vault beneath the chancel of the church, he 
•aid, was filled with the bones of the slain in this 
day of peril. 

It Uew fresh, and no boat came off to us. I 
really sympathized in the disappointment of the 
veteran ct^tain, when he found himself carried past 
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his house at the distance of not more than p. quar- 
ter of an hour's sharp waliiing, such as, in his vex- 
atlon and impatience, he was wasting on the deck 
of the Hannihal. Each familiu object was plaia 
in view ; he descanted upon the healthfiUness of 
the situation ; the commaoding nature of the view ; 
the, agreeable walks; and the array of comforts 
within which he had intrenched himself in his 
smiling habitation. To me the place appeared full 
of attraction, though unhallowed by the consecra- 
ting power of past association. And yet he was 
preparing to leave this abode, so endeared to him, 
for a new and distant home in a wild country. He 
had bought land in Canada, and bad come out fw 
his family. His reasons for emigration were that 
his children were growing up ; though he had the 
means of living comfortably, yet he had no money 
to buy his sons commissions in the army, or titled 
relations to gain them preferment in the church; 
^ his portionless daughters, too, must remain unmar- 
ried. I could not help agitating the question in my 
mind whether, after balancing the pleasures and 
perplexities of his condition, he had really aug- 
mented by marriage the aggregate of his happi- 
ness. Had he hved single, he might have ended 
his days in tnmquilUty amid the scenes which had 
met his earliest gaze. He mi^t have had for 
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ever beside him some trusty domestic, disabled, 
like himself, in the service of old England, and 
who might now share his pleasures as he had 
shared his whilome toils- In short, instead of the 
unprofitable employment of bringing children into 
the world without knowing how they were to fight 
their way through it, he might have enacted again 
the old but true story of my Unde Toby and the 
Corporal, lighting battles and taking towns to the 
end of life's chapter. There was, however, an 
essential difference between the two parsllel cases, 
consisting chiefly in the nature of the wounds. 

Folkstone, with its steep-gabled houses of red or 
gray sandstone, and its shining slate roofs, soon 
came and went hke Hythe. Ere long we were in 
sight of Shakspeare's Cliffs, so caUed because the 
poet has made them his own in those undying lines 
with which the world is femiiiar. They seemed 
to me to be not less than five hundred feet ia 
height, and nearly perpendicular, having been un- 
dermined and crumbled by the attacks of the sea. 
The chalky soil was naked and revealed, being of 
a dingy white, save in partial spots where it was 
streaked with clay. Farther to the north frovrned 
another precipitous range of cliffs of equal bold- 
ness, the two being separated by a deep, ravine. 
On this last cliff stood toppling the antique towers 
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of the famous old castle of Dover, ^hose earliest 
foundation is ascribed to Julius Caesar, and which 
is familiar to childish recollection as the depository 
of that famous gun, known as Queen Elizabeth's 
pocket-pistol, which, as nursery-maids do say, will 
carry a ball across twenty miles of channel, to the 
land of frogs and Frenchmen. Beneath the em- 
. battled waHs, the face of the cliff is seen to be sin- 
gularly perforated with casemates and lodgments 
for the garrison, being lit from the side of the pre- 
cipice. Far below, partly situated on the beach 
at the foot of these clifis which semiclrcularly sur- 
round it, partly straggling up the vdley that divides 
them, lies the town of Dover, so important as being 
the nearest port to Fiance ; and the point whence, in 
wint^, all the intercourse between the two great 
countries is carried on. It is built of dark stone, 
with slate roofs, and has the same lugubrious air 
with the other towns that I had seen. There is 
an unsafe natural roadstead here; but the harbour 
ilself is wholly artificial, being excavated from the 
soil, and having massive stone piers running out 
into the sea, with a beacon-hght at the extremity. 
Here vessels of an easy draught of water may en- 
ter when the tide is in, the receding tide leaving 
them again, with the whole harbour, to the domin- 
ion of the land. The masts of majiy vessels, and 
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the chimneys of steamers, nainglecl with the dark 
buildings. It waa now eleven o'clock, the church- 
bells were pealing merrily, groups of gayly-dressed 
inhabitants were steering in a continuous current 
to the church, while the more ungodly strolled to- 
wards the pier. The streamers were fluttering 
gayly from all the vessels in the harbour ; and high 
over cliff and battlement hung out the flag of Eng- 
land, in salutation of the Sabbath. 

Presently we rounded the South Foreland, losing 
sight of Dover, and bore away along the coast due 
north for the bold point of the North Foreland, 
which forma the southeastern boundary of the 
estuary of the Thames. The Downs were crowd- 
ed with ships ; and various towns were indistinctly 
seen along the shore through the misty veil, which, 
notwithstanding the beauty of the day, circum- 
scribed the view in all directions, and which I af- 
terward found was a perpetual attribute of the cb- 
mate. Among the chief of these towns were Deal, 
Sandwich, and Ramsgate. Walmer Castle was 
also pointed out to me at no great distance from 
Deal. It is and has been, from time immemorial, 
the residence of the Lord-warden of the Cinque 
Ports, a singular association, which had its origin 
in the early ages of the monarchy, and which was 
the embryo from which has grown the British 
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navy. It was very useful to England at the time 
of its creation, and is now kept alive because it ia 
useful to one individual, who receives a salary of 
some thousand pounds, levied, like Mr. Coke's sine- 
cure, on the commerce of the country. At the 
present moment, however, the outrage agunst jus- 
tice is not so crying as it might be, the incumbent 
having served and honoured his country beyond 
any other living Englishman, he being no other 
than the Duke of Wellington. 

The well-known Downs, which make so frequent 
and so conspicuous a figure in the naval annals of 
England, and are associated with the names of all 
her heroes from Raleigh to Nelson, are a continu- 
ous bank, which extend some eight miles along 
the coast, and nearly as fu outward trom Deal 
to the Goodwin Sands. The holding-ground is 
good, but the situation is wholly exposed to all 
winds, except those from the west. Here vessels 
bound to the Atlantic ride at anchor, in prepantioa 
for a wind which may enable them to get to sea. 
When the wind comes in strong irom the south, 
they sometimes weigh, and run behind the North 
Foreland for a lee, and anchot off Margate. At 
other times they get adrift, losing their anchors 
and cables, and have to run for the North Sea ; or, 
to avoid the danger of approaching the coast again 
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without ground-tackJe, they push for the piei of 
Ramsgate, fthd dash in among the shipping at a 
venture. This, hovever, can only be attempted 
when the tide is in. 

I looked with no little interest to the hght-boat, 
which was the gloomy monitor to warn the mariner 
from Goodwin Sands ; a name which awakened in 
my mind a thousand disastrous recollections. The 
first stroke on these shoals often suffices to rend 
the stoutest keel ; the quicksands enter instantly, 
and, ere long, all is swallowed to the truck. The 
pilot related the fate of the Houglie Castle India- 
nian, as a warning to all refractory captains, and as 
a sea-moral never to be forgotten. She was run* 
ning for the Downs or Margate, I forget which, 
when a pilot hailed her captain, and offered to bring 
him to anchor for twenty guineas. The charge 
was exorbitant, and the captain commended him to 
the Devil ; the {i^ot sheered off, bidding him carry 
his own errand. She was under close-reefed top- 
sails, for it blew a gale. Lord Liverpool, who was 
on a visit to Walmer Castle, happened to be watch- 
ing her with a telescope when she struck. She 
gave three sallies from side to side, and disappeared 
entirely, ship, crew, passengers, all to her t^ 



There was a very large fleet riding in the Downs ; 
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their cables were strainbg, and they were plun' 
ging rather uneasilyi though there was httie swell, 
and dashing the water far from their bow8. They 
had been collecting here foi several weeks, and 
were likely to remajn as much longer ; indeed, they 
actually did remain several months. One of the 
New-York packets, which, by Buperior sailing and 
great exertion, had got to sea shortly previous to 
this time, actually made her passage home and re- 
turned again, finding still in the Downs an India- 
man, and several other ships that had sailed in 
company with her from London. We exchanged 
the salute c^ colours with one unhappy American, 
whose patience was likely to be well tried. Our pas- 
sage through this Heet was to us most exhilarating. 
The wind and tide were strongly with us, and we 
fairly flew before them. No pity for the wind- 
bound qualified our delight ; for nothing can equal 
the selfish gratification with which a sailor glories 
in the monopoly of a staggering breeze. His own 
happiness were incomplete without the contrasting 
misery of others ; besides, he is unwilling that the 
wind should blow the other way, lest it should ex- 
haust itself before he is ready to have the benefit 
of it on the homeward voyage. 

There was a vast deal of passing to and fro in 
boats, to alleviate the condition of the wind-bound, 
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and, for a cfouideradoii, to carry to these the conso 
lalions c^ the land ; newspapers, vegetables, beef, 
and mutton, bottles of nun, and now and then a ' 
tearful, tender 6uaan, to ask it her sweet William 
sailed among the ciew. The supply of the ships in 
the Downs is the great support of Deal. Theii 
boats are famous for their speed, lightness, and 
safeness ; and their aaismen are no doubt the most 
skilfulandhardy in .the world. They think nothing 
of their own lives or of the pockets of other people. 
The habit of risking every thing to gain every thing 
makes them insatiably greedy. Their extortion for 
the slightest services is incredible. They are in 
league with the ship-chandlers on shore, and aid in 
extracting enormous prices bom vessels requiring 
cables and anchois. The most delightful weather 
for them is a^ale of wind, and a hurricane they 
deem the very smile of nature. A distressed ves- 
sel is the most pleasing object that their eye can 
rest on, and a wreck is a thing altogether lovely; 
Brave, active, skilful, they must ever furnish excel- 
lent recruits for the navy ; reckless, turbulent, in- 
domitable, if a -new Jack Cade were to rise up, he 
would do well to follow the example of his prede- 
cessor, and unfiu-l his banner among the men of . 
Kent. 
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CHAPTER V. 



THE JRAUES. 



Engliib Couting Craft— Fiencll FiahaniKii— Ranutate ud Hir- 
g&u — Kentish W»tennen — TtXet of Shipnreek— The Con'ict 
Ship— Dmgers of the Thunet— N«»ii«lion irf Uib 8i«t— The 
Wore — Approachto Qisteaeai — LBB»e thBHsombal. , 

OsE of the most obvious comparisons wluch heei 
in the mind of an American in appioaching the 
roasts of Europe) is suggested by ihe wide differ- 
ence between the- coasting .vessels he now sees 
around him and Uiose-he left on his own. He 
looks with wonder and derision at the shapeless 
and lumbering forms of cutters, ketches, and gal- 
liots, with their dark sails often tanned and painted ; 
and contrasts their heavy, sluggish niovements with 
the bounding, sprightly air of the small ciaft of 
his own country. He recalls to his recoUecuon 
the proud majestic sloop, with her towering main- 
sail of white canvass, as large as that of a first-rate ; 
the rakish fishing-smack, liaibg over the curlii^ 
wares with the grace of abonita ; the brigan tine and 
the pettiauger ; but, most of all, his imagination re- 
verts to the pilot-boat which bore back his last adieus, 
haply, as in oui own case, the fleet and sylphlike 
Trimmer ; her low hull, her graceful curve, which 
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might be adopted as the true Btandard of the line of 
beauty; hei raking maets, hei sails, white, taper- 
ing, and cut with admicable precision ; her matcti- 
less speed and lightness, and the docihty, ease, and 
grace of every flexile movement, all proclaim her 
the Venus of the seas. She is, to the same class 
of vessels in England, what the dolphin is to the 
shapeless skate and the bloated toadiish ; whatone 
of our airy flutterers in Broadway is to the emi- 
grant peasant-woman beside her, with uncom- 
passed waist, projecting elbows, high quarter-deck, 
straddling steps, and iron-shod hoofs ; — light, easy, 
and Corinthian — a thing of life ; she is among 
ships precisely what Taglioni is among women. 

Among the small craft by which we were now 
surrounded, I was particularly struck with a French 
fishing-boa^ which came very near to us. It was 
short, broad, and very deep, and entirely open to 
, the sea ; one large mast rose in the bows, tp which 
a lug-sail was hoisted ; there was a small jigger- 
mast abaft, and a gallows beside it on which to 
lower the maimnast in pulling to windward, or in 
order to pull the sail over it in port to make a roof 
for the shelter of the crew. She was rendered 
more uncouth by being daubed outside with pitch, 
save where Boulogne, with her nmnber, was writ- 
ten ; and by her jib and jigger being tanned of ■• 
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deep red colour. The crew were raiiousiy dad 
in tarpaulin jackets and trousers, or petticoats and 
fishermen's boots ; and had on red woollen caps or 
coal-heavers' hats. At the helm, which was the 
rib of some wrecked boat about the size of his 
own, sat a veteran fisherman, heedlessly grasping 
theominous relic. He strongly reminded me of an 
old sea-lion, which I oncesawpnadesertiock, giv- 
ing the law to a family of seals of which he was 
the patriarch. As I gazed on the uncouth boat 
and her equally uncouth inmates, I half fancied 
her some strange sea-opossum, with its young ones 
in its belly- Like ihem, doubtless, were those 
Norsemen and sea-kings of old, their actual an- 
cestors, who put forth in open cockles such as 
these to ovemm the shores of Europe and subju- 
gate kingdoms. 

Notwithstanding the rude and lumbering ap- 
pearance of this boat, she sailed well. The pilot 
told me, that when at anchor on the coast, they 
make a tent of the sail and sleep under it ; at all 
other times they are completely exposed to spray 
and rain by day and night> Hardly as these poor 
fellows earn their existence, they are yet the ob- 
jects of much envy. I gathered from the pilot, who 
did Bot seem to like them, that the English fisher' 
men complain much of their fishing on the English 

£2 
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coast. They find fault with the numbei of men 
which they cany, which deters them from fal- 
ling on board, beating them, and plundering their 
fish. They have recently peUtioned Pailiament to 
protect their invaded interests. If, however, a gale 
drifes tke Frenchmen on shore, they take the law 
into their own hands, and plunder and maltreat 
them without mercy. The poor Frenchmen stesl 
like culprits along the coast, but rarely Tentunng 
to land to buy a few loaves of bread, which, with 
dry herrings and cheese, compose their food. Upon 
the whole, their life offers only one extended scene 
of danger and priyation ; passed as it is in contend- 
ing in open boats with the almost perpetual rains, 
and the fiightful squalls and hurricanes of this in- 
clement coast, vrith the additional danger of being 
each night e:^osed to be run down in the Channel 
by the thousand keels that plough it unceasingly. 
I remember reading the next year, soon after the 
commencement of the herring season, that in Bou> 
logne alone three hundred children of fishermen 
were abeady fatherless. 

As we passed Ramsgate I was attracted by the 
noble appearance of its pier, which is one of the 
most celebrated of the great works of this descrip- 
tion in England. It constitutes a harbour here, 
where one is much needed, into which vessels may 
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Tm^ if the tide be in, after parting a cable in the 
Powro. In a late gale, the pilot had seen a Deal 
boat boaTd a Dotch West Indiaman, sugar-laden, 
which had thus broken adrift from the Downs. 
They undertook to run hex into Ramsgale ; bat, 
diopping to leeward, came fiill against the pier, 
jgtore her bows in, and made switchel of the whole 
harbour. Ramsgate is a famous watering-place ; 
aAd, being at so convenient a distance from London, 
is much frequented by its citizens dining the ba- 
thing season. 

Having doubled the bold promontory of the 
North Foreland, we hauled our wind up the riTer, 
and soon after clewed up and anchored off Mar- 
gate to wait for the morning's tide. Here also was 
a jetty running far into the sea, with a basin for 
small vessels, and a beacon-light. Though Mar- 
gate was quite deserted now, the pilot told us that 
in summer it was thronged with cocknep ; being 
in the river, they can reach it quicker than Rams- 
gate, and with less danger of getting sick in round- 
ingthe Foreland. They came here, he said, to eat 
fresher fish than Billingsgate affords, and take the 
sea "hail" into their coal-smoked and leathern 
lui^. 

We had scaitely anchcnred ere one of ^ose neat 
fbm-oared boats, like those of Deal, shot out from 
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the pier of Margate, and sped quickly for us tnder 
her lug-sail. Aa the half-paj captain was very 
anxious to get quickly on shore, in the hope of 
reaching his home that night, for we were only 
five-and-twenty milei &coi Hythe, he was delighted 
to see this boat dome to us. I was very much 
amused, however, at the air of indifference he as- 
sumed as the boatmen came over the side, lest 
they should discover his wish. They began by 
offering the captain a paper ; and asking, in suffi- 
ciently bad English, if they could be of any use; 
and whether he had any passengers to land. He 
answered, that his passengers all liked the ship so 
well, that they were for finishing the voyage with 
him ; and, besides, there was every prospect of a 
fine wind the next day. The boatmen were all 
iinaDimous in prognosticating a wild night, and ad- 
vised the passengers by all means to get ibeir land 
tacks onboard. They would land as many of us 
as chose to go' at ten shillings a head- The cap- 
tain, who seemed to understand these amphibious 
worthies perfectly, then hinted, that possiUy one of 
his passengers might be disposed to go, if he could 
be taken on shore quickly and in a dry state ; and 
the veteran, delighted to agree to terms so very 
moderate, compared with what would have beea 
exacted fzom him had his eagerness been known. 



THE THUIES, 108 

hastened to collect his luggage and take leave of 
ns. The captain then bargained with the boatmen 
to bring us the papers in the morning, and come off 
to aid us in getting underweigh. 

After dinner our pilot, who had become warm and 
eloquent from the effect of bis potations, launched 
forth into the relation of the wild adventures of tus 
life of peril and. hardihood. I, for cme, was an at- 
tentiva listener to all these tales of danger, narrated 
with the life and spirit of one who was telling what 
he had not only seen, but been part o£ He re- 
counted how, when the Juliana was lost on the 
Kentish Knock, two men only escaped, on a rafi, 
hastily prepared, of oxcs ; he had been running past 
the Galloper the next morning, looking to see if 
tiiere were Einy thing to be be picked up, and dis- 
covered these two sailors: one of them was al- 
ready dead, the other in the last state of exhaustion. 
When last seen, the captain of the lost ship was 
looking mournfully from the quarter-gallery win- 
dow, as she lay over on her side. 

It was only on the first day of the previous Sep- 
tember that he had himself drifted bom Margate 
roads, in a Quebec ship, and, after loss of sails, got 
oa shore near. Calais, where the greater part of the 
oew were drowned in the effort to reach the shore 
JD the boat, and himself and a few others only ware 
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saved, after undergoiiig incredible hardBhips. Itina 
also in thiat same gale and on the same daj that the 
Amphitiite was wrecked. She was bound to Bot- 
any Bay, laden with convicts, and waa straoded 
near Boulogne. A fiaherraau and pilot most cour- 
ageously swam off and got a rope from her, and re- 
turned with it to the land. The boat too was got 
out, and the convicta were about to be unironed and 
released &om their cells under deck, by order of the 
surgeon having charge of them, when the surgeon's 
wife prevented it, and threw difficulty in the way of 
the arrangement, by positively refusing to go in the 
same boat with them. Meantime the favourable 
moment for escape went by. The tide rose ; the 
waves dashed against the ship, and entered her 
riven sides ; the shrieks and curses of the convicts 
a while rose high above the storm ; ere long they 
were hushed in death. The ^ip was overpowered 
and driven in pieces by the waves. Of that fated 
crew, the boatswain and two seamen alone escaped 
to relate how horrible had been the scene. The 
pilot and the fisherman were rewarded by the gen- 
erous liberaUty of the English, ever ready to kin- 
dle at the relation of a deed of heroism and human- 
ity. Subscriptions were raised for them in Lon 
don. The £ngltsh king made them pensioners of 
the state, and tho French one beMowed upon them 
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fhe more cbaracteiistic and more economical »• 
ward of the riband of the Ijej^on of Honour. The 
whole of these mihappy indiTiduala, to the number 
of ft hundred or more — I do not now remember how 
man]r — lost their hves &rou^ the absurd soruplea 
of a single female ; a disaster which coold-only hare 
been occasioned by that peculiar sort of personage, 
an Englishwoman of what is called the middling 
class. 

I dreamed that night of storms, of wteeks, and the 
■trng^es of drowning men. But the morning, not- 
withstanding the prognostics of the watermen, 
dawned auspiciously. The wind was still at west, 
blowing nearly down the river; but the weather 
was fine, and the bieeze just suited to work briskly. 
We got our anchor, and, running seaward to en- 
ter the chaimel, commenced beating up, hariDg the 
first of the flood tide. The estuary of the Thames 
is a vast bay, about forty miles across, tai having 
an open, fine appearance in an ordinary map. But 
when seen in the.nicer delineation of the mariner's 
chart, it presents a frightftd collectioa of banks, 
shoals, and dangen^ which the tide reveals and 
makes bare at low water, and which at other times 
ate only distinguished by the position of buoys of 
various colours ; for the shore on either hand is low, 
lemole, destitute of objects suitable for laodmarki, 
>3 
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and is in most cases rendered indistinct, or hrtally 
hidden from yiew, by the prevailing obscurity of 
the atmosphere. The names of these shoels are 
not unfrequently but too well suited to recall the 
tales of shipwreck and dire disaster with which 
each is associated. Among these occur the eupbo- 
nous and encouraging sounds of the Nob, Brake, 
Barrow, Kentish Knock, Galloper, Black Deeps, 
Spit, Sunk, and Shipwash. Through these the 
mariner has to make his way, the channel leading 
him not unfrequeatly over places which are naked, 
and become land at ebb. Such almost everywhere 
is the coast of England ; and the weekly lists of 
wrecks and tales of perished crews during the sea- 
son of storms, testify to the reahty of the dangers 
which beset her seamen. I am particularly anxious 
to impress these facts forcibly upon my countiy- 
men, in order that they may appreciate that feehng 
of admiration, not unaccompanied with wonder and 
with awe, with which I was approaching the metrop- 
olis of a coontry which, thongh inconsiderable in 
extent, with a climate healthful indeed, yet unsuited 
to rich productions, and, on the whole, unpropitious ; 
its coasts, destitute of natural harbours, exposed ta^ 
the inconvenience of excessive tides, and devastate*! 
by frequent and frightful storms, has yet risen by 
commerce to an eminence of wealth, power, und 
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£onH(leratioii, .of which the world had hitherto 
known no example. , , 

The Hannibal, though a didl packet, easily^dili 
tanced ereiy thii^we met. A large West loi^ia-.' * 
man had started an hour before us from Margate ; 
, yet we left her so faf behind that we were able to " 
Bt^re Our tide arCrosd certain flats, and get ioto the 
.roaif^hannel, wher*we would be aUl to arail our- 
' selves of. the. night's^c^'The Indiamap> findiiig. 
.^thacdie tJde hi*"l4fi.' heii'was obliged to put her .. 
helm up ah4^n back in searclfiof an aochorage,'. 
wherejihe would have wat%eaQugh toUoEtt at Ii>)^,' ■- 
, .4ile. '^''hile sJie was i^idLy 'disappearinjfwith -'■ 
'; wind QJ^ Xi^ii we eam^to. anchor ai^ clev<{|)iiOur 

sails up, holding all that^re liEul made^and in readi-t' ' 
' nes8 foftiie next flood. ' We^iad thus gaitted cer- 
tai3^ onetii^ on her in. the anival at London, pos- 
sibly several, and p^hkpB it might nnke. the differ- • 
ence to her of a gale of vriad.and a shtpwreck. *- • 
Aait was, thefliip warin some danger. Had we 
too been suddenly becalmed in croaeing the |Ial^ 
we should hare remained dry at the ebb, and pos- 
sibly have'bil^. The pilolB, however under- 
HanMheir situation, and take care not to cross the 
fiats imleAthey ai^ sure of a wind. 

With the evening's tide we \|ere ^gain under- ^ 
weigh. Though at \ distance from any ligI^||o 
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guide hb, and surrounded by ebools and iaageu i 
not being able, moreover, to make a plraight course, 
but being compellod to beat, the pilot yet contrived, 
by bis accurate knowledge of ike position, of the 
shoals and the depth of the soundings, as well at 
by his exact allowance for the strength of the tide, 
so nicely to direct the cohtbo of the ship, and cal- 
culate at all times her precise ntuation, that he ac- 
tually made two buoys -whitA it was all important 
for UB to seo, and passed within a few feet of them. 
Yet at this very tone he was more than half drunk. 
As often as we went aSoiit, so often did he " fresh- 
en the nip." But it did not seem to stupify, hut 
rather to excite him> He was as loquacious sm 
possible, and kept perpetually boasting that no 
other pilot but himself could have handled the ship ' 
as he had done that night. The captain said that 
there was some truth in what he said ; and, indeed, 
there were none but smacks and coUters in sight. 

As we approached the Nore, ^hicb, like Spithead, 
is another great roadstead for the fleets of England, 
and bearing the same relation to the neighbouring 
dock-yards of Chatham and SheemesB that the 
latter does to Portsmouth, the channel narrowed, 
and we made our way in the midst of an immense 
fleet of vessels, bmting up the river like ourselves ; 
fw l)ere the various channels unite, and vessels. 
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whether from the North Sea or the Atlantic, jmq 
ioto oae common cuirent, and more forward in a 
▼ast jHx>cession, bearing the tribute of every dimft 
to the commercial capital of the world. 

The moon was up, and her yellow light gleamed 
in every direction on the while canvass of so many 
vessels. It was beautiful to behold the rapid in- 
terlacing of such a throng, which seemed at each 
instant to the eye to be running into each other at 
every intersection, until th^ were again seen to 
emerge In pride and safety. There is an order of 
the Trinity House, a chartered company to whose 
guardianship the pilotage, buoys, beacons, lights, 
and various other interests of commerce are in- 
trustedt which requires all vessels, in approaching 
the river, to get their studding-sail booms down, 
the irons oS the yards, and to remove every ob- 
ject which could hodL or entangle the rigging of 
another vessel, in the event of two approaching 
each other BO closely. We were oiieii near enough 
to throw a biscuit on board of another vessel during 
the night; bat we avoided any contact, and an- 
chored St midnight off Southgate. i , 

The pilot now descended to the cabin, and com- 
menced an attack on a round of corned beef, with 
plentiful potations of brandy. Having the second 
mate for aiiatener, he fought all the battles of the 
10 
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night over again, and went intQ the particulars of 
each separate tack, accompanying each, as before, 
with ita corresponding tibation. I went to sleep 
while they^were yet carousing. Mote than once 
during the night I was awaked by the unquiet pilot, 
«aoring and snorting like a startled horse. He 
was called the next morning three separate times 
ere he arose. The acene around us at daylight 
was one of unbounded activity; ahundred ortnore 
vessels, anchored about us, were hoisting their sails 
with the jovial glee which becomes so lively as the 
sailor nears his port; and the palls of as many 
windlasses were clanging merrily as the anchors 
tiipped. In consequence of the delay of the pilot 
in getting up, the flood tide had made strongly «re 
we got our anchor. The wind, blowing directly 
down the river, drove the ship over her anchor, and 
we lost an hour, besides exhausting the crew, before 
we also were underweighi Oui consorts of the 
night befbye all left us far behind; but we ^ere 
not without company, for a new set had come up 
and gathered round us; for upward and down- 
ward^as far as the eye could penetrate the haze, 
nothing but sheets of canvass were to be seen ; 
. '' the fluttermg pinion^ of those vringed messengers 
that minister to the greatness of England. 

The poy was bright apparently, wd the air 
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mild, genitfl, and balmy. No cloud obscured the 
sky : yet there was a pervading and murky haze, 
which <nicumBcribed the horizon in every direction 
within narrow limits, and througlt which the sun 
loomed forth portentously. On either hand were 
the low, marshy banks of the ri?er, extending far 
back in monotonous alluvial plains, not unlike the 
banks of the Delaware, or those of the Guadalqui- 
Tir, below Seville ; while beyond, a range of some- 
what higher land was indistinctly seen looming. 
The haze which overhung the scene was different 
from any condition of the atmosphere with which 
my various rambles had brought me acquainted. 
The captain and pilot both said that it was occa- 
sioned by the smokes of London. We were yet 
thirty mites off; but the wind blew directly from 
it, and, as I bad seen nothing similar, I vraa willing 
to believe the thing possible. There was little en- 
couragement, however, in the thought, that I was 
about to £z my abode, for an indefifiile period, in a 
metropolis which was able, at the distance of half 
a degree, already to overshadow every thing with 
such an aspect of despair. 

We had now left behind us the mouth of the 
Medway, and the vast ^estuaiy by which the 
Thames empties itself into the sea. We had en- 
tered the river proper, having both shores in sight, 
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separated irom e&cb other at a diatance raryiiig 
from one to two or three miles. Here the naviga- 
tioD, though circamscribed, becomes less iathcate ; 
the Channel extends nearly ejtryvhen from bank 
to bank, and we were able to stretch completely 
acioss. The mass of vessels became here, of 
course, more condensed- The whole expanse of 
the rivei was covered with vessels ; ships, barques, 
brigs, schooners, smacks, and cutters; crossing 
rapidly from side to aide, and intersectmg each 
other in all directions, until the canvass darkened 
in the distance and blended with the mists. I fan- 
cied that there might be something accidental in 
so vast a concourse ; but the pil ot utd captain bcAh 
told me that it is ever the same. By day and by 
night, the ceaseless throngs of arriving and depart- 
ing vessels still pour on. 

The wind was too light to enable the ootwaid- 
bound to stem the tide. They lay, with their sails 
clewed down, at theit anchors. As we glkled by 
them, some were recognised as Indiamen, others as 
timber ships, others as emigrant vessels, transpwt- 
ingtothe remote countries of the East colonies of 
Englishmen, destined to adapt to more auspicious 
climes ^e laws, liberties, and arts of the modier 
country, and haply to keep alive her literature and 
her language, together with the memento of her 
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greatoeBs. One large black ihip, whose open 
ports displayed gratings of stout iron bars, was 
bound with courictB to fiotaoy Bay. She was filled 
with criminals, of a die of guilt and depth of de- 
pravity such as England only can produce. They 
were the Tictims of a syBtem of legislation, for 
centuries in the hands of the rich, and used by 
them for the maintenance of their vantage ground, 
for the eDslarement of the poor, to secure to them 
and to theit descendants for ever, whatever profit 
is evolved by the efforts of labour, conceding only 
to labour the food that sustains it. They might be 
looked on as prisoners of war, c^tured in the bat- 
tles of that perpetual ctoitest which is kept up be> 
tween property and poverty. They were going 
into exile to the fertile fields of a distant colony, 
which, however it may, and indeed must, beoom< ■ 
one day great, can never wholly escape from die 
stigma of its origin. 

The steamers alone ascended or descended the 
river without reference to the tide. Some of them, 
which I was told were Scotch and Irish packets, , 
WOK very large. They had Lght masts iipd yards, 
to use in case of accident to their machinery at sea, 
OLwith a &ir wind. Some of them moved with 
coosiderabla velocity. Several smaller ones were 
ca^^ed in towing fishing-smacks to tows, in or- 
10» 
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der to get their fish to market in a fresher condi- 
tioR. We floated by the anchored Tessels, and by 
the banks of the river in our sidelong course, com- 
ing repeatedly near enough to other vessels to have 
jumped on board. One Newcastle brig came so 
close to ua in tacking undn our lee, that she was 
obliged to let her jib-boom come in, brushing us 
within a foot. The colliers begged for some to- 
bacco. Our sailors immediately emptied their hats 
and shirt bosoms, throwing all they had on the 
brig's forecastie, where there waa a lively scramble 
for possession. In consequence of the delay and 
neglect of the pilot in rising, we did not reach 
Oravesend before the tide failed tis ; had we done 
so, a steamer would inatanlly have taken us in tow, 
and we should have reached London by the river 
at an early hour. We should have passed Wool- 
wich, which conveys so formidable an idea of 
England's power; and Greenwich, which iasomag- 
nificent a monument of her greatness and her gen- 
erosity. Thus I should gradually have approached 
the metropolis until the dome of St. Paul's was 
discovered, under the canopy of eternal smoke by 
which it is overhung; and, arriving in the midst 
of all the vast movement and activity of the Thames 
and docks adjoining, thence to traverse its whole 
extent westward, have realized that full impression 
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of its wealth and magnitude which I was so anxious 
to receive. As it was, the captain and all the pas- 
sengers were about to leave the ship. Thou^ 
there was no motiTfi of impatience to impel me, 
and I rather clung than otherwise to the ship which 
bore the flag of my country, and where my condi- 
tion had at least been tolerable, yet I did not Uke 
to be le^ alone : so I packed up, and bundled 
my baggage and myself into the boat with the 
test. I bade good-by to the mate and the pilot, 
though I did not thank him for disappointing me. 
The captain bad promised him a guinea from his 
own pocket, provided we reached Gravesend be- 
fore 4he tide failed us. He gave it to.him, though 
he bad failed through his oWn neglect when the 
thing had become easy, because he bad displ^red 
so much skill the night before. As I went down 
the side, I did not fail to shake hands with an old 
shipmate of mine,, who assisted me over; for his 
face called to mind bappy days passed in a stout 
frigate in moie poetic seas, and gay companitmt 
with whom I had there been associated. 
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We had a long and weary pull iixaa the Hannibal 
to GraTesend. The diatance, to be suie, was only 
four or five milea ; but the tide waa against us, and 
oui boat was heavily ladea. We kept close to the 
shore, passing one or mon black lookmg hulks, the 
corpses of departed ciuisers, anchored here as coast- 
guard stations, leceiTiDg-TeBsels for seunen, or 
ctmnected with the police of the riw. The banks 
were naked, marshy, and very unsightly. One 
ragged, hungry-looking ruffian, prowling along the 
sboie, stopped to gaze at ns as we passed. There 
was something ludicrous in his appearance, and 
some of our party could not suppress a smile. He 
was very near having the laugh on us, however. A 
case containing a chapeau, which had been rather 
insecurely perched on die top of the luggage at the 
stem of the boat, had got overboard, and had quietly 
embarked to make a little voyage of discovery on 
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its OWB accotmt. Had it been Napoleon's little 
cocked hat, it could not hare Kt out on ita travels 
more ambitiouily. The fellow was watching it 
with the eager spirit of a wrecker, when we fortu- 
nately discovered it, and saved him the trouble of 
putting in a claim for salvage. 

Landing at the Custom-house quay, we were 
conducted to the inspector's office, where a very 
rigorous search took place for contraband articles. 
As the superior himself was present, the watermen, 
his subordinates, prosecuted their search with so 
much fidelity, that we were relieved from the neces- 
sity of bestowing on them the gratification which, in 
England as in Spain or Italy, is the customary re- 
tainerfor unfaithful services. In France, as in our 
own country, this sort of tan^ring with government 
officers is unknown. One very happy exemption 
here, however, is &om the vexation of passports. 
It is true that aliens are by law required to produce 
them ; but none were demanded of us. We were 
therefore now free to remove our luggage, and go 
unmolested and unquestioned to whatsoever corner 
of His Majesty's dominions either fancy or fate 
might lead us. We blessed the benignity of the 
laws, accepted the boon, and made the best of our 
way to the Brunswick Arms. 

I may be mistaken in die name of the inn, but 



118 JOVKKEY TO LOKSON. 

Am Bure, at least, that it stood at the comer of t}ie 
main street, being the high road from Dover to 
London. It was a low, antiquated fautick building 
having the exterior almost hidden under the p1a> 
cards of coaches. Within was a bar, with a formi- 
dable array of decanters and kegs of strong waters, 
duly labelled ; and a safe, filled with cold joints of 
meat adjoining. The presiding deity here was a 
neat and tidy handmaid ; plump, buxom, and rosy, 
just then engaged in pumping, with one of a variety 
of brass bandies, a foaming tankard of " heavy wet" 
for a well-known coachman, whose arrival a bugle 
was merrily announcing. Beyond was seen a little 
patlour, plain though neat, to which a seacoal fire 
imparted an air of cheerfulness; illtmiining, as it 
flickered on an engraving, the huge protruding fish- 
eye, and heavy animal-Lke countenance of the 
third George, of glorious memory. 

And now the rattling wheels, the cracking whip, 
and tramping hoofs of the Dover coach, called forth 
inn-keeper, bar-maid, stable-boys, mischievous ur- 
chins, and all the idlers of the neighbourhood. The 
horses were pulled back upon their haunches, and 
stopped as if shot ; the reins were thrown down on. 
either side; the whip given unceremoniously to the 
envied occupant of the box-seat ; and the coachman 
descended, with a princely air of condescension, to 
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the dirty level of the earth. A ladder was placed at 
the back of the coach for the accommodatioa of 
Bome pretty and oeatly-dressed young women, and 
d>e guard, vkhdecent and pious care, preserved their 
clothjesfrom discomposure as they descended back- 
wards. 

While the captain inquired for places, I read 
with curiosity on the coach the ostentatiously die- 
played words. Plough, Ship, Elephant and ,Castle, 
Bull and Mouth, the names, as I jiAeiward had 
occasion to learn, of well-known inns with which 
the coach was in connexion! There were just five 
seats, corresponding exactly with our number ; two 
insides and three outs, as the guard hastened to 
assure us. Within the coach was a grave, distin- 
guished-looking gentleman, with a young man, 
whom I supposed from his attention to be his son. 
Without were a number of young bloods, who 
seemed to have been slightly Frenchified by a visit 
to Paris. Those who had oome on were much 
aimoyed at the detendon occasioned in waiting for 
and loading our luggage. However^ five passen- 
gers were not to be despised ; and there was no use, 
as the coachman said, to leave a couple of pounds 
on the road for the Nimrod to pick up. The vex- 
ation of the passengers was not, however, offensively 
expressed, and they endeavoured to beguile it by 
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walking onward in adTancc, after the coachman, 
mindful doubllesB of his incoming shillingB, had 
courteously apologized to them for the detention- 
I Bhonld have greatly preferred occupying the va- 
cant seat which felt to our share in front, in order to 
see something of the road, and catch a lively impres- 
sion of my iirst entry into Loodon ; but my Eng- 
lish fellow-paaaenger, the graduate of Cambridge, 
more ^jindlul of his own convenience than of what 
was due tolMMlles of good companionship, or the 
curiosity of a stranger, hastened to possess himaelf 
of it without prelude or apology. It only remained 
for me to mount to the less commodious station 
behind, having my back to the horses, and my 
vision, moreover, obscured in that direction by the 
toppling mass of luggage that overhung me. There 
wa» something, however, redeeming in my situation. 
Instead of the five bloods disfigured by the super- 
added dandyism of London and Paris, here were 
five ladies' maids, not wholly unsophisticated, as I 
discovered in the course of the drive, yet fer more 
attractive than the dandies. They formed part of 
the establishment of some people of distinction or 
of wealth, who changed horses at an adjoining post- 
house, and passed tis at a gallop while we were 
taking our seats. All except one had beauty of 
Bome sort ; and not one of them had that curse of 
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tcrag^ess which a writer, not less prejudiced than 
clever, ascribes, with what truth I will not preteuid 
to say, as as attribute to my country-women. 

It was natural enough that, even in this unhappy 
predicament, I should endeaTour to reap all the 
pleasure I could from such share of good things ai 
the gods had sent me. Accordingly, after carefully 
reconnoitring the premises, I proceeded to plant 
myself opposite a very pretty fair-haired English 
girI,withcheekBofcamation, a fresh mouth exhibit- 
ing an array of strong white teeth, and overhung 
by a Ml, pouting lip ; while beside me was another 
damsel, not less pretty, though in a difierent style ; 
a Parisian grisett«, apparently fuU of grace and 
tninauderies, whose coquettishly arranged attiie, 
with its well selected colours, evinced her qualifica- 
tions, as a dame d'atours, to preside at the toilet 
of an EngUih elegante, and correct the defective 
taste of the land. I was preparing, in the spirit of 
bonhomnue,tomabe thebest of my situation, when 
the guard desired me, with little-ceremony, to shift 
over, as that was his post. I expostulated a mo- 
ment with him ; but he assured me that he must 
be there to attend the drag, and it only remained 
for me to obey. I had to cross to the corresponding 
staljon at the other side, having for my opponent 
the only ugly female of the fi?e, to whom, I am 
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grieved to aay, I made no apology for increasiiig 
her discomfort, as I had befcn:^ done in the case of 
her fairer companion. 

My situation here was uncomfortable enough; 
if I were softly cushioned on one side, this only 
tended, by the contrast, to increase the obduracy 
of a small iron lod, which serred as a parapet to 
protect me from falling off the precipice, oyer 
which I hung toppling, and against which I was 
forced with a pressure proportioned to the circum- 
stance of my being compresged into a space some- 
what narrower than myself ; the seat having doubt- 
less been contrived to accommodate iive men, and 
ibeie being no greater anatomical mistake than 
to suppose there would be more room because four 
ofthemwerewomen. As for my backbit was invaded 
by the sharp comer of an iron-bound box ; while, to 
complete the catalogue of my discomforts, a row 
of superincumbent trunks, whose elevation corre- 
sponded with my bead, were from time to time vig- 
lorously pushed against me by my identical feUow- 
passenger, who took, unconsciously, this mode of 
reviving in my mind the sense of his previous 
pohteness. 

I was of course in no condition to make observa- 
tions on the picturesque ; and I think the reader 
■would be cruel indeed were he disposed to exact 
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firom me any account of Uiis disastrous outset of my 
English travels. Neveitheless, I will tell him how, 
when all was ready, six spirited horses, veil 
groomed and richly harnessed, the two leaders 
being conducted by a trim postillion, in tight jacket, 
breeches, and top-boots, whirled us into rapid 
motion ; how Gravesend did not affect me with 
any particular impression of grandeur or beauty. 
Yet it was not wholly wanting in that aii of neat- 
ness and cleanliness, which I was already disposed 
to consider an attribute of the laud. Every thing 
was on a sufficiently small scale, to be sure ; but 
there were moiiy little snuggeries, with their green 
doors, their highly-polished knockers, their well- 
trained vines and creepers, and rows of 0ower-potB 
arranged within, that haply indicated the abode of 
retired ship-masters or decent burghers, who, pla- 
cing the little competency which the industry of 
their early life had secured to them beyond the 
reach of accident, had settled here to end theii 
days in comfort and peacefiilness. It was not, iiH 
deed, to be expected, that Gravesend should furni^ 
any great claims to the admiration of a stranger. 
It is an outport of London, the rendezvous of out- 
ward and homeward-bound merchantmen, a spe- 
cies of nautical colony, redolent of tar, cordage, gin, 
and tobacco, and all that pertains to the unscrupn- 
p2 
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Ions tastes and inelegant use* of the sea ; it was, 
moreoTer, the opposite extreme to that West End 
whose fame has tTavelled beyond the seas,, and 
might well, therefore, be accounted the antipodes 
of all that is elegant. 

Had my bodily discomforts been a little abated, 
there were, however, scenes by the wayside which 
might have pleased my eye, and imparted to my 
musings an agreeable colouring. The country 
liad not, by nature, a rery picturesque conformation, 
and was but slightly wooded. Neither were there, as 
yet, any of those vast parks uid venerable mansions 
which constitute the marked attribute of the scen- 
ery of England, and attest the magnificent tastes 
and unbounded wealth of her gentry. Still there 
were lesser undulations of the soil, over which the 
road wound gently, commanding, ever and anon, 
from the summits, views of the busy and crowded 
river and' the country around it. The scenes, 
though still of the same character, were yet per- 
petually varying, as the road, defying the sliaight 
lines of France, of Spain, and of my own country, 
gently and capriciously meandered through valleys 
and hamlets, and over little antiquated bridges that 
spanned the modest streamlets. On either side 
were hedges of hawthorn, elder, or holly, in the 
place of OUT less picturesque enclosures ; while the 
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precincts of the estates were yet farther mariLed 
by I0W8 of bending ebns. 

There #aa occasionally a viUa of a more modest 
character, quaint, yet not ungraceful in its aichitec- 
tore, with a paddock stretching towards the road, 
whose short smooth- sward a pony would be crop- 
ping, teased at his meal by the caresses of a group 
of healthful children, under the guidance of a nur- 
sery-maid. A cow might be seen submissively 
yielding to the dairy-maid the healthful nutriment 
which was to accompany the evening meal. At the 
sheltered side of the house, which was usuaUy orer- 
run with ivy and eglantine, a smalt enclosure, bound- 
ed by a neat railing of iron, formed the little flower- 
garden, which still displayed the gaudy colouring 
of dahlias and roses, while gold-trees and laurels 
prolonged the season of verdure, and kept the idea 
of winter aloof. If there were nothing of luxury 
in all this, there was yet all that vras required to 
impart comfort and joy to a contented mind. I 
saw many modest habitations like this, which, 
placed in my own country on any one of the thou- 
sand unnoticed and unimproved sites of my native 
Hudson, would have bounded the circle of my un- 
ambitious hopes. 

Even the cottages of the peasantry were not only 
comfortable and scrupulously neat, but were over' 
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grown with creepers, whose deep Terdure added to 
the biightQeea of the freshly whitewashed walls ; 
while here, too, flowers tastefiilly arranged ia the 
windows, and a few evergreen plants covering the 
narrow space which usually separated ihem from 
the highroad, gave evidence of a pervading good 
taste, not the exclusive attribute of the rich ; and 
that embellishment was not wholly shut out by the 
mawlateB of uncompromising utility. 

But the groups that covered the highroad, or 
hned the neatly-gravelled walks reserved for pe- 
destrians at one side, furnished a yet more exciting 
theme for contemplation. The concourse was al- 
ready great, and conveyed the idea of vast popula- 
tion; for the rush of stagecoaches, even at this dis- 
tance from the capital, was immeDse. The trav- 
eUing^carriages and postcoaches were passing in 
til directions, and the variety of vehicles was in- 
finite. The wagons and carts were of a ^ more 
ponderous description than with us ; the horses 
being of a large, coarse breed, particularly adapted 
to farm-labour and draught ; with drivers heavy and 
boorish like their cattle. The pedestrians were 
either dressed in the common costume of the day, 
such as universally prevails with uis, or else, whea 
of the lowest classes, in frocks of blue cotton or of 
coarse linen, with corded breeches, leggings, and 
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heaTy shoes. They were, for the most part, sturdy 
and athletic. They had moie fukess of outline, 
freshness of complexioo, and freedom from wrin- 
kles, than the same classes in America ; but the 
advantage in physical conformation ceased in 
studying their countenances, where the animal qual- 
ities seemed to predominate ; giving a doltish, stu- 
pid, and brutal air, that conTeyed the idea of a 
degraded class, envious of their supericffs, discon- 
tented vith their lot, and strangers, through many 
generadoDS, to moral and intellectual development. 

Many bore the mai^ of intemperance ; at each 
uistant we passed little porter-houses and diam- 
shops, at which most of the pedestrians halted, and 
which were filled with clamorous drinkers We 
saw several people reeling from drunkenness ; one 
of them, being a soldier in his full accoutrements, 
and benevolently accompanied by two countrymen, 
carrying his musket and supporting him. They 
were probably old acquaintances, who, (>ut of pure 
kindness, had made him drunk, and were now re- 
conducting him to the barracks, and the conse- 
quences of his misconduct. 

We sped onwaid at a tearing rate over hill and 
valley ; the road was as smooth as if laid vrith 
rails, and nothing impeded thb rocket-like r^idity 
of our course. Why should it 1 Indeed, if my 
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memory does not miBlead me, the Rocket was the 
ambitious, yet not ill-woni, name of oar conrey- 
ance. Ab we were very heavily laden, a thli J pair 
of hoisea, with a postillion, was added wherever the 
ground rose to the dignity of a hill. This occa- 
sioned no delay; each horse had its attendant 
hostler, ahke characteristic in figure and in dress ; 
the descendant, no doubt, of a long line of horse- 
rubbing ancestors ; and the business of changing 
was managed with admirable system and despatch; 

A wooden block, having a handle to it, was 
thrust under the hind wheel the instant we drew 
up, by a gray-headed retainer, wton out by hard 
working and harder drink ; or prematurely super- 
amiuated by a kick, that left him to limp and go 
sideways through the world for the rest of his life ; 
the coachman would nobly toss off the foaming tan- 
kard presented to him, and have time to offer some 
little conventional gallantry to the attendant and 
not unwilling tap-maid ; and, ere a minute had 
flown by, the guard would say "All right !" as he 
asceitded the back of the coach, the block be with- 
drawn, and the horses, leaving their blankets be- 
hind them in the hands of the hostlers, would dart 
away at a gallop. I 

Our coach, being greatly overladen, would have 
been dangerously top-heavy on any roads but 
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these. As it was, it required much care ia the 
deaceots. The guard was watchful oa all prop«qt 
occasions to get the drag under the wheel, an op* 
eration which occasioned little loss of time from 
bis dexterous activity- Haidly would we stop 
before the word " Right !" ifaarply repeated, would 
serve in itself to set the hoises in motion. He was 
a cheery, gay Lothario, this guard of ours, who had 
already, in the journey from Dover, made immense 
advances in the good graces of the fair waiting- 
maidst and had especially found favour in the 
sight ot the cherry-lipped, languishing damsel op> 
polite him. , 

The intelligence which had grown up between 
them in so short a time was astonishing. It would 
have been crael bad my obstinacy in the outset in- 
terrupted the mutual yearning, " Don't go !" she 
would say to him, with a tender unction, when it 
was necessary for hun to fix the drag. " You can't 
tell what a difference it makes when you're gone ; 
it's so cold !" Just before, when one of the others 
had complained of the growing cold, a feeling 
which I sbiveringly responded to my very bones, 
she replied with a charming inconsequence, " La 
me, Susan ! how can you say so T Tm so ot. I'm 
burning this very minute !" 

It was singular to compare the lively and con- 
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secntive conTersatitm of the FreDcIi girl, in her 
broken English, with the silly, random, flagging 
discourse of her companions, which w&b of^n 
interrupted by long pauses. They produced pro- 
Tisions of rarious sons from their work-bags, and 
ate frequently. One of them, moreoTCr, drew 
fiHtb a little flask, being a better description of 
pocket-pistol, charged with wine. They seemed, 
indeed, armed at all points ; were most comforta- 
bly clad, and many articles of their dress were of 
a rich quality, which indicated the rejected finery 
of their ladies> " Are you warm, Susan V — " No, 
Maria, I'm ungry ; where are the sandwiches V — 
"We are so fortunate to have such fine weather. 
What would we have done had it oiily rained V— 
" Sunday was a rery fine day. It was so lirely oB 
the pier."—" The wind was very igh," said Maria. 
" It rained very ard," rejoined Susan ; who, just 
before, had lauded the beauty of the weather. Af- 
ter pauses of silence, followed each time l^ a meal, 
their ideas would start forwaid, and the conversa- 
tion be resumed. We were slowly ascending a 
hill, when one who seemed sleepy roused to ask 
if we were going dovm. " No," said the guard, 
chuckling at the idea of the good thing he was 
about to utter, " we be going up, as we often has 
to do in this world !" This, I afterward found, 
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might be conBidered a rare and splendid ebullitioa 
of popular wit. Countrymen of Sancho Panza! 
What, in this land of popular dulness, shall console 
me for yourshrewd and ingenious clevemesg, and 
your senleDtiouB humour? 

" Is thia Black Heath V I thought of the olden 
lime, and looked round for mounted robbeis with 
blackened faces and in masks. Susan and the 
guard were talking matrimoiiy. The poor fellow 
was querulously complaining, with an air of af- 
fected sentiment, that nobody would have him. H« 
did not stay long enough in one place; he was 
here to-day tuid there to-morrow ; one night sleep- 
ing in Dover, the next in London ; there was no 
time fpr love-making- Then pray what are you 
about now? thought I to myself; for I hadnot the 
heart to interrupt him. Susan encourapngly pro- 
tested, that if she were not married within the year, 
it would be somebody else's fault besides hers. 
. Presently they all talked fashion ; they asked if 
anybody was in town ; it was decided that there 
was nobody there ; and that it was cruel to have 
to go there. In the month of May or June, then, 
indeed, the town would be so delightful, and the 
country so odious. I had expected to find near 
two nullions of people in London, and was now 
shocked to heat that there would be nobody there ; 
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or the next thing to it, nobody but nobodies. These 
foir ladies* maids seemed to have the same sort of 
contempt for masses and for the ignoble vulgar, 
that the negroes of rich planters in Virginia have 
for those uofoitunate people who Ml under the 
denomination of " poor white fo&s." 

Various were the towns we passed through, and 
countless were the objects that caught my eye, 
and ^sented themselres as curious to my imagi- 
nation. The sky was unobscured by a single 
cloud, yet the stars in vain struggled to reveal 
themselves through the thick and mmky medium 
which man had interposed The moon, though at 
the full, shone not through the lurid smoke, but 
seemed hung over head like a gas-light of greater 
magnitude, or an ill-illuminated balloon. At length 
we traversed Deptford, and the chain of houses 
became nearly continuous on either hand until we 
entered the borough of Southwark, and, surrounded 
by a perpetually increasing concourse, reached a 
great fork where many of the principal avenues 
for Surry, Sussex, and Kent unite, and which, fixiin 
the name of an ancient inn, is called the Elephant 
and Caatle. 

Who can realize the uproar, the deafening din, 
the rush, the vast movement in various and con- 
flicting directions ; the confusion, which yet seemed 
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strangely enough to lesult in <ada ; and the per- 
rading bustle of that scene, so teeming with actir- 
ity and life ? I was stunned, confused, orerpow- 
ered, heart^sick, at the sight of bo immense an as- 
semblage of my fellow-creatUTes with whom I had 
no feeling of sympathy. There was a dazzling 
blaze of light from shops and lamp-posts to aid 
^e obstructed efforts of the moon, and unbounded 
animatioa in the scene, yet there was nothing that 
was cheering. 

The da^ masses of dwelling-houses had s 
confined, narrow, gloomy, and lugubrious aspect. 
They were of brick, without window-sills of mar- 
ble or other coloured stone ; unpainted, and unen- 
Lvened by blinds. They were closety shut, and 
the glimpses of cheerfulness and domestic comfort 
exhibited in our sueels were here unseen. All 
the shops were open to the weather ; many of them 
having the whole front removed, and gas-lights 
blazing and streaming like great tordies, rather 
than with the puny and flickering illumination seen 
in ours. The articles were completely exposed to 
view at the sule of the streets clothing, provis- 
ions, crockery, hardware ; whatever is necessary 
to the wants of man. The druggists, with their 
variegated vases, as with us, cast the iris hues of 
their nauseous auxtures into the street. Selien 
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of cheap goods exposed them id the windows, with 
their prices labelled. The butchers hung out beef, 
pozk., sausages, and enormous coarse sheep, in a 
nearly whole state, with sometimes the price affixed 
to the inferior portions, in oider that the poor might 
judge whether the price they had received for their 
day's labour would compass a meal of meat ; oi- 
whether they should seek a diet more suited to 
their means, of a neighbouring potato-merchant ; or 
whether to turn in despair, as many of the most 
wretched seemed to do, to accept the flattering 
inritation of the magnificent gin-palace at the 
comer. 

It was the most splendid building of the neigh- 
bourhood ; built willfsome little architectural ele- 
gance, whose effect IMS magnified by the unadorn- 
ed character and gloomy air oS the surrounding 
edifices* A beautifiil gas-light io a richly orna- 
mented lamp, stood as an inviting beacon, visible 
in many diverging directions. The windows were 
glazed with costly plate-glass, bearing inscribed, 
in illuminated letters, the words — "gin at three 
pence — generous wines — hot spiced ;" and the 
door surrounded by stained panes of rich di^ 
having rosettes, bimches of grapes, and gay de- 
vices. The ait which once was reserved for the 
Qmament of temples, and was made to idealize ob 
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Gothic windows the lives of saints and martyis, i» 
here no longer the attribute of religion alone, but 
serrea to lure the poor and the riciouB of England 
to greater poverty and more abject vice. Theie 
was a singular moral in the contrast between the 
magnificence of this temple of misery and the wan 
and tattered aspect of its TOtaiies. It was an ob- 
vious example of the connexion of cause and 
effect, and seemed intended as a ludicrous illustra- 
tion and mockery of their fate. And yet they 
entered ; meti and women ; the last, moreover, in 
numbers not inferior to the men ; sometimes, too, 
with children by the hand ; sometimes pressed, in' 
the helpless stage of infancy, to their polluted 
bosoms. 

I know nothmg more exhilarating than to be 
suddenly ushered in the night into a populous 
quarter of a great city. My recollection readily 
conjures up the impressions made upon me under 
similar circumstances in cutting Paris, Madrid, 
Brussels, Milan, or gay and hvely Naples. The 
lower classes, with their good-humour, their quaint 
drollery and sprightliness, there offer the most 
agreeable objects of contemplation. Here, how- 
ever, tliere was in the corresponding classes 
nothing pleasing, or even picturesque. All seemed 
ill search of foodtof the means of intemperance, and 
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of grati^ng low and brutal pasBions. The idea of 
amuBement bad evidently no place. The streets 
awanned widi abandoned women, filthy in their 
dress, open, brutal, and indecent in their advances. 
In the place of the guitar, the serenade, the mu- 
sical cries of chestnut-wcmion, lemonade-sellers, and 
watermen, the sounds here were harsh and grating ; 
uttered in words ill pronounced and n&sally pro- 
longed, 01 in an unintelligible and discordant slang, 
which I no longer recognised as belonging to my 
own language. In the place of skilful musicians 
performing the favourite airs of Mozait or Rossini, 
or the witty colloquies of the sententious Punchi- 
nello, the poor were invited, in the nasal twang of 
clamorous mountebanks, to amuse themselves by 
. a sight of the latest cases of seduction, murder, sui- 
cide, and hanging, represented in the shadows of the 
camera- obscura. I dare say many anjinprejudiced 
Englishman has made the same observations, and 
noticed the same contrasts in the manners of the 
lower classes, in returning from foreign countries 
to his own. 

At the Elephant and Castle we dischai^ed a 
number of our passengers, who took omnibuses 
or hackney-coaches to convey them to the City, or 
to Bopae of the suburban districts. There was 
quite a rush of hackney-coachmen, porters, and 
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omnibnB-dtiTeni to secure the employment thui 
thrown into the market, and cries of "FaddingtoD — 
Angel — Bank" — were loudly and naaallj vocifera- 
ted. This done, we set forward again at a nqiid 
rate. Not seeing befoie nie, I was astonished that, 
whirling onward in this way, we should escape 
contact with the countleBS rehictes which were 
rushing in every direction. The space necessary 
to pass seemed calculated to the inch, and though 
each instant a crash seemed inevitable, the next saw 
as in safety. I had nerer before seen such acca 
rate driving. 

The omnibuses were of similar form to ours ; but 
the hackney-coaches were iilthy, lumbering, and 
tattered, and the drivers and their horses were 
equally sorry and jaded. The hackney-cabrioleti 
struck me as being very peculiar. They had a 
body having seate for two, while the driver was 
perched apart, oa a little seat which formed an 
excrescence to the body, and overhung the wheel, so 
as to enable him to calculate the space in passing 
another carriage with the nicest accuracy. These 
drove at a furious rate. The vehicles differed &om 
ouis, in general, by being lower bung, and having 
much smaller wheels, the roads here being so much 
smoother and more free from ruts. They were, as 
a general rule, heavier and stronger, though they 
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did not strike me as being of better form oi higher 
finish. They were, however, infinitely more van- 
ous in character. There were heavy carriages, 
and chariots driven by neat postillions ; gigs drawn 
by active cobs, reconducting weary citizens to the 
comforts of a suburban residence ; and, not to men- 
tion dog-carta and donkey chaises, there were ite- 
quently very low, diminutive vehicles, drawn by 
ponies, and driven by old women. 

In traversing Westminster Bridge we took leave 
at once of the inelegant suburb, with its coarse and 
brutal population. For a moment, as we turned the 
centre arch, I caught sight of the upward and 
downward course of the stream, spanned by so 
many illuminated bridges, traversed by wherries 
with twinkling lights, and skirted on either side by 
irregular habitations, whose squalidity the dark- 
ness partially concealed, aa it did all but the vast 
proportions of that Hall and Abbey which are con- 
nected with all the great events of England's his- 
tory. I looked with a feeling of intense interest 
to the walls which have echoed with the eloquence 
of her greatest men, and to the lofty roof and tow< 
ers of that venerable shrine where repose the ashes 
of her patriots, poets, and sages. 

Leaving Westminster Hall and Abbey behind 
us, we sped through Parliament-stieet and White- 



hall. The way was broad and stately, suited to 
the avenue by which the constitutional monarch 
of ft great people was wont to approach the scene 
of their deliberations. On either hand were pal- 
aces of the nobility, or edifices connected with the 
machinery of state- Here were the Hoise Guards, 
the Treasury, the Admiralty, and the entrance to 
Downing-street. Here the greatest affairs are 
agitated; and hence, more than from any place 
else, are the destinies of the world controlled. 

As in the buildings, so also in the equipages 
and all external objects, was there a marked differ- 
ence in passing from Southwari^ to the more ele< 
gant precincts of St. James's. At Charing Cross 
we passed the bronze statue of that amiable and 
interesting prince, the site of whose execution we 
had the moment before traversed. Turning from 
this to the left we entered Pall Mall, among mag- 
nificent club-houses, having the air of palaces. On 
all sides were statues, columns, and all ^ attri- 
butes of wealth, splendour, and magnificence. And 
thus did I make my triumphant entry into the cap- 
ital of England, and the glories of the West End, 
upon the back of a stagecoach, weighed down and 
persecuted by boxes and luggage, and jalmned up 
«nd inserted among five chambermaids. 
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humble gueat without suite or equipage was better 
than no one. But where is the use of digging 
deep for a sordid motive, when a kind and credita- 
ble one stands staring upon yon at the surface ? 
The waiters held their arms and aided me to de- 
scend. I was in need alike of assistance and sym- 
pathy. My feet were numb with cold ; my unfor- 
tunate leg, which bad eo long dangled in unsus- 
tained dependence over the ^ide of the coach, abso- 
lutely refused duty. I hobbled through the colon- 
nade, and entered the vestibule. It was paved 
with bladt and white marble, in lozenges ; at the 
tide of the door was a commodious chair, having a 
hood at the top. It was covered with green mo- 
rocco, and padded, and evidently intended for the 
convenience of the porter who should watch du- 
ring the night for the admission of the guests, 
without occasioning delay to them, disturbance to 
the house, or any very positive discomfort to him- 
self. Against the wall, on either hand, hung a 
clock, a thermometer, and a weather-glass, that 
every guest, as he went out, might here obtain, 
without the trouble of asking questions, such infor- 
mation as concerned him. 

At the extremity of the vestibule was a low 
counter, behind which sat a pretty and neatly- 
dressed young woman, with a pen in her hand, and 
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a book of accounts before her. She was takiDj; 
down an order for dinner, giren through a small 
window &om the adjoining coffee-room, in order 
that No. 10 might not only be sure of getting 
what he called for, but likewise, as was indeed 
just and reasonable, of duly paying for it. Beyond 
her, in the distance, might be discovered a glimpse 
of a dresser and ioniaces, over which presided an 
artist, whose white apron, jacket, and cotton night- 
cap, announced a member of one of the most re- 
spectable and estimable classes of TVenchmen. 
To the left, a double door, opening either way, 
from which came the sound of knives and forks, 
showed the entrance . to the coffee-room ; to the 
tight was the stairway leading to the apartments 
above, up which the chambermaid hastened to 
conduct me. 

Hy room was not rery high up. It was car- 
peted and curtained; the bed had a heavy tester; 
there were decanters, large and small pitchers, 
china foot-tubs, a stand with an array of clean m^ 
kins, and various continental luxuries scattered 
about the room ; among which I was delighted to 
notice a spacious fauteuil. Indeed, when the 
fuel, which was prepared in readiness, had been 
kindled, and the chambermaid, who was tidy, offi- 
cious, and obliging, had pulled down the window- 
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I, the place had an - air of decided comfort, 
and seemed very habitable. 

Having inquired if there were baths in the house, 
, I was happy in being answered in the affirmative ; 
and, presently after, was fahown into one, at no 
great distance from my own room, which equalled 
in comfort, spaciousness, and luxurious appUances, 
almost any ^at I remembered to have seen- Glow- 
ing delightfully as I left the bath-room, improved 
in my dress and feelings, I felt reconciled to my- 
self and tp the land'. And now for dinner. I could 
not discover, indeed, that I was hungry ; but it was 
only eight o'clock, and there were some hours of 
time to be gotten rid of. 

The coffee-room, into which I now entered, was 
a spacious apartment of oblong form, having two 
chimneys with coal fires. The walls were of a 
dusky orange; the windows at either extremity 
were hung with red curtains, and the whole suf- 
ficiently well illuminated by means <if several gas 
chandeliers. I hastened to appropriate to myself a 
Tacant table by the side of the chimney, in order 
that I might have some company besides my own 
musmg, and be able, for want of better, to commune 
with the fire. The waiter brought me the carte, 
the list of which did not present any very attractive 
variety. It struck me as very insulting to the pride 
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of the Frenchman, whom I had caught a glimpse 
of OD entering, not to say extremely cruet, to tear 
him from the joys and pastimeB of his belle France, 
and conduct him to this land of fogs, of rain, and 
gloomy Sundays, only to roast sirloins and boil 
legs of mutton. 

The TTaiter, who stood beside me in attendance, 
very respectfully suggested that the graTy-soup 
was exceedingly good ; that there was some fresh 
sole, and a particularly nice piece of roastbee£ 
Being Tery mdifferent as to what I ate, or whethw 
I ate any thing, and moreover quite willing to be 
relieved from the embamusmem of selecting from 
such an unattractive bill of fare, I laid aside the 
carte, not however before I had read, with some 
curiosity, the following singular though very sensi- 
ble admonition, " Gentlemen are particularly re- 
quested not to miscarve the joints." 

I amused myself with the soup, sipped a little 
wine, and trifled with the fish. At length I found 
myself face to face with the enormous sirloin. 
There was something at least in the lencounter 
vriiich conveyed the idea of society ; and society 
of any sort: is better than absolute HoUtude. 

I was not long in discovering that the different 
personages scattered about the room in such an 
unsocial and misanthropic manner, instead of being 
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collected about the same boaid, as in France or 
my own country, and, in the spirit of good fellow- 
ship and of boon companionB, lelieving each other 
of ,^eir mutual ennuis, though they did not speak 
a word to each other, by which they might hereaf- 
ter be compromised and socially ruined, by discov- 
ering that they had made the acq^uaintance of an 
individual scTeral grades below them in the scale 
of rank, oi haply as disagreeably undeceiTed by 
the abstraction of a pocket-book, still kept up a 
certain interchange of sentiment, by occasional 
glances and mutual observation. Mfm, aflei all, is 
by nature gregarious and social ; and though the 
extreme limit to which civilizatioa has attained in 
this highly artificial country may have instructed 
peof^e how to meet together in pubhc places of 
this description without intermixture of classes or 
mutual contamination, yet they cannot, for the 
life of them, be wholly indifferent to each other. 
Though Uiere was no interchange of sentiments 
by words then, yet there was no want of mutual 
observation, sedulously concealed indeed, but still 
revealing itself in a range of the eye, as if to ask 
a question of the clock, and in furtive glances over 
a book or a newspaper. 

" In the new predicament in which I was notr 
placed, the sirloin was then ezceedinglf useful. It 
VOL. I. — o 13 
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formed a mott excellent line of defence, an una*' 
aailable breastwork, behind which I lay most com- 
pletely intrenched, and defended at all points from 
the shaip-shooting of the BiuTotuiding obsenrefB. 
The moment I found myself tbas intrenched, I 
began to recover my equanimity, and presently 
took couri^ — ^bearing in mind always the injmic- 
tion of the bill of fare, not to miscarre the joints — 
to open an embrasuie through the tender loin. 
Through this I sent my eyes sharp-shooting to- 
wards the guests at the other end of the room, and 
will, if the reader pleases, now fiuniah him with 
the result of my obserrations, 

In the remote comer of the coffee-room sat a 
party of three. They had finished their dinner, 
end were sipping their wine. Their conversation 
was carried on in a loud tone, and ran upon Icffds 
and ladies, suits in chancery, crim. con. cases, and 
marriage settlements. I did not hear the word 
dollar once ; but the grander and nobler expression 
of thousand pounds occurred perpetually. More- 
over, they interlarded their discourse abundantly 
with foreign reminiscences and French words, 
coaisely pronounced, and awfully anglicised. I 
drew the conclusion from this, as well as from cer- 
tain cant phrases and vulgarisms of expression in 
the use of their own tongue^ such as " regularly 
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done"—" completely floored," — " split Uie difiiir- 
ence," that they were not the distinguished people 
of which they laboured to convey the impression. 

In the comer opposite this party of three, who 
were at the cost of all the conversation of the cof- 
fee-room, sat a long-feced, straight-featured indi- 
vidnal, with thin hair and whiskers, and a bald head. 
There was a bluish tinge about his cheek-bonei 
«k1 nose, and he had, on the whole, a somewhat 
used look. H« appeared to be reading a book 
which he held before him, and which he occasion- 
ally put aside to glance at a newspaper that lay on 
his lap, casting, from time to time, furtive glances 
over book or newspaper at the colloquial party be- 
fore him, whose conTersatioo, thoi^h he endeav- 
oured to conceal it, evidently occupied him more 
thata his book. 

Halfway down the room, on the same side, sat 
a very tall, rosy young man, of sii-and-twenty or 
more ; he was aleek, fair-faced, vrith auburn hair, 
and, oil the wh(^ decidedly handsome, though his 
appearance could not be qualified as distinguished. 
He sat quietly and contentedly, with an aif of the 
most thorooghly vacant bonhommie, never moving 
limb or muscle, except when, firom lime to time, 
he lilted to his mouth a fragment of thin biscuit, or 
t^eaished bis glass from the decanter of black- 
a 2 
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looking wine beside him. I fancied, froin Hs ur 
of excellent heal^, that be mnet be a counuy gen- 
tleman, whose luxuriant growth had been nurtured 
at a distance from the gloom and condensation of 
cities. I could not detercdine whether his perfect 
air of quiescence and lepose were the effect 
of consummate breeding, or simply a negative 
quality, and that he was not fidgety only be- 
cause troubled by no thoughts, no ideas, and no 
sensations. 

There was only one table between his and mine. 
It was occupied by a tall, thin, dignified-looking 
man, with a very gr^ve and noble cast of counte- 
nance. I was mote pleased with him. than widi 
any other in the room, from the quiet, musing, self- 
foigeUnilneae of his aii, and the mild and civil man- 
ner in which he addressed the servants. These 
were only two in nimiber, though a dozen or more 
tables were spread around, each capable of seating 
four persons. They were well-dressed, decent- 
looking men, who came and went quickly, yet 
quietly, and without confusion, at each call for 
George or Thomas. The patience of die guests 
seemed imbounded, and the object of each to 
destroy- as much time as possible. The scene, 
dull as it was, fiuTiished a most ^vourable contrast 
to that which is exhibited at the ordinaries of our 
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great inns, or in the saloons of our magnificent 
steamers. 

Having completed my observations under cover 
of the sirloin, I deposed my knife and foi^, and the 
watchful waiter hastened to bear away the formi- 
dable bulwark by whose aid I had been enabled to 
reconnoitre the inmates of the cofiTee^room. A 
tart and some cheese followed, and then some 
dried fruits and thin wine biscuits completed my 
repast. Having endeavoured ineffectually to rouse 
myself fi-om the stupefaction into which I was 
falling, by a cup of indifferent cofee, 1 wheeled 
my capacidus ann-ch^r round, and took reAige 
from surrounding objects by gazing in the fire. 

The loquacious party had disappeared on their 
way to Diury Lane, having decided, after some 
discussion, that the hour for half price had arrived. 
The saving of money is an excellent thing ; with- 
out economy, indeed, there can scarcely be iny 
honesty. But, as a question of good taste, discus* 
eions about money matters should be carried on in 
a quiet and under tone in the presence of strangers. 
When they had departed, a deathlike- stillness per- 
vaded the scene. Occasionally, the newspaper of 
the thin gentleman might be heard t<I rumple as he 
laid it aside or resumed it ; or the rosy gentleman 
from the country awoke the awfiil stillness by 
13' 
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enapping a frBgment of biscuit, or depositing , Us 
wine-glass upon the table. Tiien all was again 
silent, save when the crust of the seacoal fire fell 
in as it consumed, and the sleepy, simmering note 
in which the teakettle, placed by the grate in readi- 
ness either foi tea or toddy, sang on perpetually. 

I sank into a lethargy from which it was impos- 
sible to arouse myself; despondency took posses- 
sion of me; I abandoned myself to the most 
melancholy musings. The dingy walls, the sober 
illumination, the dim glare of the fires struggling 
to reveal themselves through the dense smoke, the 
awful and unbroken stillness and quiescence of a 
scene in which restless man was yet the principal 
actor, all bore upon me with a nightmare and over- 
powering pressure. The spirit of dulness and 
stupefaction seemed to hover 6vei us with leaden 
wings. I cast my eyes round in despair in search 
of something that might arouse me. The first ob- 
ject that |»^Bented itself was my own face,refiected 
back from the mirror with an expression more than 
usually sullen ; looking next along the dark yellow 
walls, I caught sight of the various cloaks of the 
guests, suspended from hooks, and each surmxnmt- 
ed by its corresponding hat. I thought of the 
" spectral box-coats " of my inimitable friendt 
Geoffirey Crayon ; and would have given the world. 
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in that moment of despondency, for one of faia quiet 
unwritten jokea, or one friendly preBSUie of his 
hand-. 

My thoughts held taken a moet gloomy turn ; there 
was only one object which, by awakening my curi- 
osity, seemed a little to excite me.' On either man- 
tel stood a singular and curious pair of httle scales, 
such as I had never before seen. From one end 
of the beam waa suspended a small weight, which 
rested in a socket at the bottom ; from the oUier 
InUig a flat hook, whose use I could not conceiTe, 
unless it were, to receire papers, or a letter. The 
scales were evidently calculated only to poise arti- 
cles of one ^fen weight. What coald be theii 
uses? My curiosity was greatly excited, and I 
lived in the hope of teaming on the morrow. 

At nine the next morning, the tidy chambermaid, 
after a modest knock at the door, entered my room 
with a. pitcher of hot water, and quickly kindled 
the- fiie. When I rose I found traces of Boots 
havHig been in my room, in the nice polish which 
he had left on his leathern namesakes, and in the 
neat arrangement of my weH-brushed clothes. An 
hour after I made my entry into the coffee-room, 
which I found ahnost entirely imoccupied, few of 
the guests having yet risen. Sreakfast was soon 
brought to me, and I found the butter, the cream. 
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and the mu^s excellent. Each pwsoB taoAt hii 
own tea, being furnished with cEUiisterB of two 
kinds, and the water brought by the waiter in a boil- 
ing state from the adjoining fireplace. On a table 
in the centre of the loom were set out joints of cold 
meat, to which the guests carried their plates to 
supp^ themsfllTes. 

I asked foi.the Times. The oiacle was placed 
in my hand, full of news not an houj old. There 
was one undoubted advantage of being in London, 
that of feeling that you were at the headquarters 
of the world for intelligence of erery kind. I read 
the leading articles, which were full of ability, and 
then went i^gularly through the paper, my curi> 
osity being perpetually excited at the strange 
Uiinga that were there recounted: how, for in- 
stance, one Captain James Sargeant sued for a 
divorce firom Harriet, his wife, on the ground of 
adidtery ; and how the said' Harriet set up, as alle- 
gation in bar to the suit, the plea of recrimination, 
charging her husband with adultery in return; 
secondly, with collusion and connivance on his part' 
in the adultery of his wife : how Tom AfcGill 
was indicted at the Middlesex Sessions for feloni- 
ously assaulting his wife, and breaking the cotler- 
bone of his child, the dispute having arisen about 
the expenditure of money given hei to buy mount* 
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ifig for her child, (hen lying dead in the house. 
T^e said- McGill had charged his wife witk 
spending the money in liquot ; she, denying the 
same, was then and there knocked down, jumped - 
upon, an<f, while apparently dead, hei finger was by 
the said Thomas nearly bitten throughi to ascertain 
if life were extinct ; npon which she reTived, crawl- 
ed into the street, where, fainting, she -was found 
(kenched with blood by a policeman, and remained 
labouring^ under an affection of the brain : how 
John Barnes bad wantonly and feloniously maimed, 
by cutting' his hamstrings, a pony gelding, the 
property of Thomas Che^ire the younger : how 
ft gentleman of elegant appearance, by tlte name of 
Coyle, had swindled the unfortunate Mr. Dalton of 
a superb dressing-case : how the paupers of St. 
George's parish had struck in the workhouse, and 
^ood out for labouring diet; how Dr. Blick, in 
driving quietly in his cabriolet, was stopped by th» 
mutes attendant upon a funeral, and severely 
beaten by their maces : how Afr. Rothschild had 
been discomposed, and the financial operations of 
the world interrupted, by some impertinent indi- 
Tidual, who had taken possession of his peculiar 
pilkr in the Exchange. Finally, bow Heniy Ma- 
ton was charged with extorting from Samuel 
Singer, coal-meichsnt, the value of six shillinga 
G 3 
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and sixpence, under a threat of accusing him c£ an 
indecency. When I put all these evidences of an 
advanced civilization together, occurring in a single 
day's history of a single metropolis, and contrasted 
it with the simple rusticity of my ovirn country, I 
felt quite oTerwhelmed at the idea of how much 
we have to team before we can even enter into a 
comparison. 

The venerable and benevolent looking nun was 
seated near me at the same table as &e previous 
night. He had already finished his breakEast, 
glanced at one or two papers, and, the waiter hav- 
ing furnished him with a small leathern portfolio, 
.went on t«, write a number of letters. He then 
proceeded to direct thenj * uid when he had done 
this, the wailar approached with a letter which I 
had noticed one of the young me^ of the talking- 
party the night before in tlw act c^ placing in his 
hand, vrith some particular injunctiou,inalowtone 
of voice, as he was going away te the thi(atre> The 
waiter addressed the benevolent gentleman in a 
very respectful manner, and begged, if he had .• 
spare £mnk, he would oblige him with it fat that 
letter. 1^ benevolent gentlemm immediately 
complied, after counting the letters which he had 
himself vnitten, and others which he took from his 
pocket, and finding that he had not completed thft 
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nnmbei whicli he was entitled to frank daily for- 
aaj one given postoffice, -nhich I afterward found 
to be ten. He proceeded to copy the address, 
which was penciled oa the reverse, in his own 
hand, writing out the date and his own name, {is 
I presently discovered; for, having* fotoe doubts 
whether the letter were not over the legal weight 
for a frank, he sent the waiter to test it in the httle 
Bc^es on the mantelpiece before me. It was 
placed upright, with the direction towards me, and 
proved to be within the rule. This singular effort 
to save a few shillings by seeking a favour, through 
a waiter, of an unknown person, struck me as being 
very strange at the time, and corroborated the un- 
favourable opinion I was already willing to form 
of the whole of the blustering party whose conduct 
I had observed under cover of the sirloin. 

I found, in time, that this was a very jaevailing 
tiait of national manners in England; and that 
there is nothing that people have such a horror of 
there as paying postage, which is, indeed, suffi- 
ciently high to be disagreeable. On visits at the 
mansions of individuals possessing this privilege, 
I was frequently afterward a witness of the shifts 
that people resort to in procuring franks. Indeed, 
the franking privilege is often the source of much 
annoyance to those who possess it- Thanks to it^ 
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howerer, I was now, without sny necessity of be- 
traying my ignorance by asking the waiter what 
would hsTe seemed to him as absurd a question as 
one concerning the uses of a pokei, let into the 
whole secret of the mysterious scales, about which, 
the night b^oie, my soul had been so disquieted 
within me. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

WALKS IN LOHDDN. 



Appeanmce of Shops— Stand of Hacknej-co»che»— Life of a Lon- 
doD Hone — RegentstTGet — ArchitecCura of Club-hoiues— Duko 
of York'* SUtue— St. James's Park. 

Leaving my kotel with the intention of taking 
my first walk in the streets of the metropolis, I 
found myself in the colonnade which forms a cor- 
ered way, round the quadrangle of which the house 
formed part, and set myself quietly in motion to 
make the circuit of it. This bailding, which is 
enclosed by a series of cast-iron columns, painted to 
correspond with the plaster of the walls, had its ori- 
gin in the coastmction of a theatre for the represen- 
tation of the Italian opera and ballets, which Wtu 
intended to rival the great edifices of the copti- 
nent, and do no discredit to its royal appellation 
of the King** Theatre. It is very magnificent, as 
I afterward had occasion to see. The great part of 
this vast edifice not embraced by the theatre is let 
out for various uses, the Colonnade Hotel being the 
most considerable establishment of it. There are 
a coUectitm of tbft most brilliant shops, filled with 
costly articles, attesting at once the wealth, &« 
14 
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luxury, and refinement of the land, and the pitdi 
of excellence to which the arts have been impelled 
by them. I loitered round to that side of the 
quadrangle which contained the entrance to the 
opeia. The seaeon does not commence until near 
May, and there were no entertainments. I stopped, 
however, to read the programmes of the other the- 
atres, and fix upon some amusement for the night. 
Ere long I was ioterrupted by a sensation about my 
pocket, something approaching a nibble in piscatory 
language, but discoveied no one near me except s 
highly fashionable personage, engaged, like myself, 
in deciding what theatre to honour. There were, 
besides, a number of gay and elegant youag wo- 
men, conspicuous for the frank and joyous freedom 
of their manners' , 

The street on this side was the Haymarket : di- 
rectly in front stood the theatre of that name, 
while the centre of the broad street was used aa 
a stand for hackney-coaches and cabs. Nothing; 
could be more wretched than the aj^earance of 
these carriages, 6Ithy, covered with mud, the lining 
and curtains soiled, the hair-stuffing hanging out* 
the glasses broken, an^ the panels smashed. Th^ 
cabs. had little advantage of the coaches, and the 
horses vrwe not out of keeping with the vehicles 
to which they were attached. Their sides wer« 
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hollow, and each rib stooii forth in separate and 
distinct relief; their knees were beut forward, head 
hanging by the check^rein, and mouths stretched 
open, with the tongue han^ng between the teeth. 
Some were dozing and nodding, like an elderly gen- 
tlewoman under the influence of a dull sermon. 
Some of them, indeed most, in the midst of their 
present wietchedness, had a blooded look, and an air 
of having seen better days. I was in that mood in 
which gloomy dioughts find a ready admittance 
into the sonl ,' and I fell into melancholy musings 
upon the vicissitudes in the life of this noble animal. 
Let us say nothing about the deadly injuries that 
are done to him in the days of his youth ; though, 
at the thought, my mind naturally recurs to the 
mor& feeling usages ctf generous Spain, and to 
the idea of the respectable Rosinante. I hap- 
pened to be at Burgos, the city of the Cid and 
his Babieca, at the time when the furniture and 
equipages of Mr- Viltiers, th» elegant and accom- 
plished young minister of the British king, were 
passkig on theii way to Madrid, imder a heavy es- 
cort, to protect them from the Carlists. Inlhetrain 
marched seven noble horses of the best blood. 
The landlord, who was likewise postmaster, was a 
young man whose whole soul was devoted to horse- 
flech, being himself the possesaot of many anoga&t 
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mnlea, and some noble Andaliuian hones, reared 
in the meadows of the Guadalquivir. How did 
his anger rise, and bia whole soul glow with honest 
indignation, as be contemplated theii severed tails 
and their cruel mutilation ! He grated his teeth, 
and, grasping his knife, excJIumed, witii Spanish 
brevity and gententiousness, and in the spirit of 
retributive justice, the remnant of that law of 
talion which has been remembered and not un&e- 
quently practised in Spain smce the days of the 
Moors, — " Al hotnbrB que capaba a un ctAaUo—le 
capaba a el /" 

We talk about our love for a fevonrite horse ; 
but there is no such feeling ; it is only a reflectioa 
of our love for ourselves. The horse carries his 
rider nobly and proudly, helps him to t4>pear well, 
and is for the moment part of himself. Let him 
fall lame, or lose his beauty, and he is sold at once 
without regret, and another succeeds the Best day 
to all the affection which was but yesterday his 
own. From a broken-down hunter he passes at 
once to the carriage, the Btagecoach, or the plou^ 
until at length he is driven furiously over the Lon- 
don pavements, and worn out by labour, int^reasing 
ever as his forces diminish, by blows, and by ill 
usage, he dies miserably under the hands of a cab 
ruffian. Verily, it may well be said, that the last 
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it^ of that horse is worse than the first. The most 
noble, the moat elegant, the most useful of all the 
auxiliaries which nature has provided for man, hit 
life is at the same time the fullest of misery, and hia 
death the most long-dtawn and disastrous. A pig ' 
is a king to him. A ^^gorges, and wallows, and 
revels in a thousand luxuries dear to his swinish 
heart, increasing ever in health and happiness, tut- 
tll, reaching the climax of all the bliss of which his 
nature is capable, the merciful knife reaches the 
seat of vitality in a twinkling, and suddenly, without 
suflering, his soul is re<|Utred of him, and with a 
single squeal he yields it up. 

As were the cab horses, so also were the drivers. 
All were filthy, squalid, and tattered ; some were 
drunk, othen dozing. I afterward found, from 
the police reports, tbat many of them are also 
thieves. They are banded with what is called the 
" swell mob," an institution which, like thp name, 
is peculiar to this country, and aid in carrying off 
plate and other plunder taken from the houses of 
the rich. One of the party learns the secret of the 
jffemises through the connivance of a servant ; and, 
not unfrequenlly, they take the agreeable mode of 
making lore to a maid- A plan ip ^us matured 
for weeks beforehand, and rarely &ils in its execu- 
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The misenble plight of these vehicles, intended 
foi the accommodation of the public at large, con- 
trasted singularly with the same class of ctRiTey* 
ances in our own country, and bore strong testi- 
mony to the diatiuctioa of classes and disparity of 
fortunes here, and the humble condition of the third 
estate. With us, the hackney-coaches are. almost 
universally neat and elegant vehicles, drawn by fine 
horses, not easily diBtinguiahable from the modest 
equipages of the licb. There are a vast numbo; 
of people vrith us, who, while theymay not be able 
to set up an equipage, have yet abundant means to 
compass the ^tification of an occasional drive. 
Here those who keep no carriage must be content 
to take the air in miserable, filthy vehicles, inferiw 
in all respects to the worst of those &a.t may be 
seen in New-York or Philadelphia, figuring in a 
funeral cortege of negroes. Going forth in search 
of country air and the aromatic gales of gardens and 
meadows, they carry with them a nucleus of ill 
odours, and taint the atmosphere wherever they 
proceed. I never put my foot into one of them 
without noticing this offensiveness, and being pre- 
pared to appreciate the ingenious squeamishness 
of our eccentric countryman, John Randolph, of 
Roanoke, who was rooted in the idea that the 
hackney-coaches were habitually used by the Lon- 
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don reBurrectioniats, and who would never enter 
Buy but chariotB, because there was no room in 
them i<a the coinfortable accommodation of a dead 
man. 

Ab I yet stood gazing and musing upon cabs and 
jarries, there rolled by the elegant equipage of a 
rich man, to carry out the contraBt between the 
ariatocratic tuld the lowly> The heavy carriage 
was suspended' on double springs, and rolled for< 
ward without a jai, or the least clatter or noise ; 
withinwere seen the teints of rich silk, and luxuri- 
ous cushions. Two. proud and prancing horses 
bore hard upon the reins, which were held by a 
stout, rosy, powdered, and richly-clad coachman, 
who wa£ seated high aloft as on a throne. - They 
arched their necks and pricked their ears dia- 
dainfully at the villain horses they were passing, 
little dreaming ^t jl few short years were to re- 
duce them to that same abject condition. Behind 
were iwo footmen, in costly hveries, with aiguil- 
lettes and long canes to clear the way, if necessary, 
for their masters. Their looks were disdainful and 
imperious, and they stood up on their stout sup- 
porters, cased in plush breeches and neat white 
stockings, as pioud and as perpendicular as princes. 

By this time my attention to the cabmen had 
attracted theirs to me. Three or four broke the 
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line 8t once, and beating tbeii reluctant animals, 
drove against each other in tbeii eagerness to ap- 
proach me, crying, as they held up their whips or 
a dirty finger, in a quick, nasal, cockney tone, " Cab, 
sir ! cab, sir ! Drive you quick, sir !" I had too 
much compassion fw their horses, and too much 
consideration for myself to accept the offer. There- 
fore, turning ftway, I continued my circuUuntil I 
had traversed the Colonnade to the point -from 
which I had set out ; thence I struck off to the 
left, and found myself in the wide and noble avenue 
of Regent-stieet. Here I paused to gaze with 
admiration upon the magnificent club-houses and 
other princely edifices which stood isolated on 
either hand. Many of them are in a noble and 
chaste style of architecture. They are. built of 
Portland stone, and, being in a neighbourhood not 
dense comparatively, «nd where there are no 
manufactories with steam-engines, furnaces, and 
belching chimneys, they are not blackened Vke the 
buildings in other quarters of the town, especially 
the east, towards which the wind habitually blows. 
They have, consequently, a light and gay colour, 
which die contrast renders particularly pleasing. 

Regent-street terminates at this extremity in a 
flight of steps, descrading into St. James's Park, 
whose naked trees here intercepted the prospect ; 
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while from among them might be seen, Dobly rising 
in the distance, the lofty roof of Westminster Ab- 
bey, fladked by its Gothic towers. In this fine 
flitnation, at the extremity of the street, oTerlooking 
the Park, the Abbey, and the surrounding palaces, 
stands a lofty column of stone, which I learned 
with wonder was intended to receive the statue of 
Frederick, late Duke of York. I could not help 
asking myself what the Duke of York had done 
for England, that she should thus commemorate 
him. Will not posttrity be disposed to ask the 
same question, and towonder to what achievement 
of his inglorious career, conspicuous only for igno- 
minious failure as a general, for base and infamous 
collusion as a commander-in-chief — to what act of 
a life passed in dishonourable neglect of the com- 
mon honesty which enjoins the scrupulous payment 
of one's debts, and in low debauchery as a man, he 
is indebted for tfaisfionour, hitherto reserved as the 
noblest meed of heroes and patriots-? Will it not 
at least be a^itted that he has won his column at 
a cheaper rate than Trajan in ancient times, or 
Napoleon in out own ? 

The indignation which I felt in contemplating 
this prostitution was not the eff^t of any anti-Eng- 
lish feeling. Were I an Englishman I should but 
have felt more strongly. Had I beheld this noble 
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column surmounted by the statue of a Wellington 
or a Nelson, I should have freely added the full tide 
of my sympathies to those of a ^tefiil and ad- 
miring nation. May not the day arrive when this 
people will begin to think, tiiat to hare been the 
base brother of a king is a leas title to gratitude 
and consideration than to have borne the name of 
Horatio Nelson ? When the statue of him who Bao 
rificed a noble army ignominiously in the swamps 
of Walcberen, and abandoned a whole service to 
the avaricious practices of an otherwise unpaid pros- 
titute, will be indignantly dragged down, to make 
room ffir the effigy of that hero who imfiirled the 
flag of England so gloriously at the Nile and at 
Trafalgar ? 

Being so near St. James's J'ark, and tempted 
moreover by the pleasing glimpse I had caught of 
it from the base of the Duke of York'ii column, I 
could not forego the pleasure «f seeing it a litde 
nearer. Descending, therefore, the flight of steps 
conducting to it, I presently found myself in the 
midst of an extensive plantation of trees, disposed 
according to the rules of taate, which are here so 
well understood. In the centre of the park is an 
oblong sheet of water, artificially produced, and 
being nearly stagnant. Under our torrid sun, sndi 
a creation would prove the fruitful sc^irce of fever 
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and peetilence ; and we would as soon think of in- 
troducing the plague among us, as forming such a 
sheet of standing water wiUiin the boundaries of 
OUT cities. Here, however, it is attended with no 
bad lesult, and inspires no dread, while it tends 
greatly to the emb^shment of the place, being 
prettily diversified, indented with little bays, with 
jutting promontories, and islands tufted with erer- 
greens. 

Fr<Hb the Park, St. James's Palace assumes a 
. much nobler appearance than, on the side of the 
town, though still outfihone by the superitnr beauty 
of many mansions of the nobility that overlook the 
same scene, especially Buckingham House, the 
town residence of the Duke of Sutherland. West- 
minster Hall and ^e Abbey are among the fine 
objects which the 6ye takes in from this charming 
promenade, where every thing contrasted most 
pleasingly with the crowded aad bustling thorough* 
hie which I had the moment before abandoned. 

Rural, however, and retired as I found the Park, 
it was not a solitude ; though the groups who 
thronged it were of a less bustling character, and 
bent, for the most part, on pleasure instead of toil. 
There were groups of children at their sports, of 
a healthy and beautiful appearance, such as I had 
scarcely aver teen before. These were guarded by 
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comely nurBeTy-maids, who seemed to have time 
not only to watch over their charge, but to ei- 
change words of kindness with tall and well- 
dressed footmeni whom a happy accident had led 
there, and sometimes with others, whose costume 
and ail announced a higher station. There were 
abundance of red coata too, glancing among the 
trees and shrubbery ; and a whole regiment of them, 
in admirable equipment, and moving with consum- 
mate steadiness, were marshalled along the main 
ATenue, enlivening the groves with the inspiring 
strains of their military music. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



WALKS IN LONDON. 



Piccadilly — Quadnuit — Placaid-bearem — Church oT Alt-Souls — 
Park Cteacent— Regent's Psik — llie Tsmcea— ImpToremmti in 
LoDchti-^Thtir good Taate — AdapUtkn to America. 

Leating St. James's Park, and tUTtiii^ my back 
on the duke and bis column, I took my way up 
Regent-street, and presently peached the point 
where it opens out into a circAs at the intersection 
of Piccadilly. This is one of the greatest thor- 
oughfaies of London or the world. It is the prin- 
cipal connecting avenue between the City and the 
West End, and one of the great routes to the south- 
ern and westeni counties of England. The rush 
of vehicles was really fearful ; there were many 
four-horse coaches arriving and departing, cun»- 
bered with luggage and passengers ; and innumer- 
able omnibuses, whose elegant cads were standing 
on one foot, leaning far to either side, and holding 
up a finger which they twitched coaxingly, crying 
the while through their noses,-.-" Kensington! 
Chelsea ! Hammersmith ! Hyde Park Cornef ! 
Bank! Bank! Bank!" Here, too, X stopped to 
gaze with wonder at a golden bull and an over* 
VOL. I. — u 15 
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grown mouth openiog to swallow him, the distin' 
guishing sign of a noted coach^office, whow name 
I had noticed cm the coach which brought me to 
London. This is one of the few instances which 
I saw in LondoB of the old signs, belonging to the 
quaint and simple tastes of ancient times, being 
retained, together with the names of celebrated inns. 
Making my escape, with some address and no 
little self-gralulation, across ^e mighty thorough- 
fere, I entered the Quadrant, and went on my way, 
rejoicing in my sense of safety ; for here i was de- 
fended by a range of massive cast-iion colunma, 
and there was no danger of being invaded in this 
sanctuary and run down, whether by cab or om- 
nibus. The buildings here bend gracefully on 
either hand from that part of Regent-street which 
takes its rise in St. James's Park, so as to join a 
second street, bearing the same name, which runs 
northward, to connect it vrith Portland Place and 
Regent's Park. This Quadrant is flanked on 
either hand by fluted columns of cBst-ir<Hi, having 
the massive appearance of stone, and being col- 
oured to correspond with the stucco of the adjoin- 
ing edifices. Above is a continuous skylight, con- 
necting the cidonnade with the buildings ; the up- 
per stories of which are appropriated to millinery 
establishments and various uses, while the ground- 
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floors Eire occupied as shops, aod are filled with 
ereiy species of costly wares, to attest the superi- 
ority of the useful and ^egant aits in England. 
The effect of this Quadrant, bending thus grad- 
ually, is, on the whole, decidedly elegant and 
pleasing, while ^e noble street opening beyond, 
«nd flanked on either hand by rows of symmetri- 
cal and ornamented edifices, breaks upon the eye 
with an air of great magnificence. 

There was much, howcYer, in the groups that 
filled these elegant precincts, which was disgusting 
and humbling to the pride of any one who is ca- 
pable of being wounded by the degradation of his 
species. Able-bodied men, many of them, m<Be- 
over, quite well-dressed, were importuning every 
one to buy leathern straps to put under their boots, 
<» a puppy-dog which they carried in their arms ; 
half-naked Wretches were sweeping the streets at 
the crossing-places, and begging the price of a loaf 
e£ bread, with the assurance that they were {an- 
ished with cold and hunger. I was struck with 
the appearance of one man, more wretched than 
the rest. He was tall, graceful, and distinguished 
in his appearance. His clothes fitted closely to his 
person, and were of an elegant make, but they 
were greasy, threadbare, and, being broken in va- 
rious places, showed that his back rejoiced not in 



172 ITAUCa IN LOHDOH. 

a shirt. His boots were sadly run down at heel, 
and eecapiog bam his feet; while his tmshaven 
beaid, and his emaciated countenance, completed a 
picture of consummate misery and wo. Yet his 
air was as proud and elevated as that of any around 
him, and fae strode onward, looking neither to the 
right nor to the left. What was that men to do ? 
His habits unfitted him for toil, yet he was doubt- 
less ashamed to beg, though evidently starring. I 
could not fancy any thing but the example of 
Werter, and the reU^f of that friendly river in 
Vfhose direction he was walking. - WiUingly would 
I have learned his story, though doubtless a com- 
mon and oft-told tale, of wasted opportunities and 
ruined character. 

Leaving the Quadrant, I was immediately shock- 
ed at other spectacles yet more degrading. Here 
was a man, dressed in a red coat and epaulets, 
and having on his head a cocked hat, surmounted 
by the panache of a field-marshal. At his back 
and before him were suspended, so as to balance 
each other, a couple of boards, with, printed pla- 
cards to the following effect : " Gentlemen should 
instruct their servants to use BrownV tracking !" 
Farther on were two more, dressed from head to 
foot in one huge gatment of green moreen. It 
had streaming pendent sleeves, and was terminated 



WALKS IM LONDOH. 173 

at the top in a tall ateeple-crowii, like a papn 
flDolacap, such bb is uied by bullying pedagogues 
to degrade and break tbe spiiit of a child. There 
was a single aperture left for the face of these con- 
senting and polluted wretches, who looked out, 
shameless of the degradation .of their species and 
of their own, as they bca« high in the air placards 
of some ignoble advertiseDient — a new cure for the 
itch, or simply the street and number of Dr. Eady, 
the infamous curer of an infamous disease. 

But the chapter of ignominy was not complete. 
A little farthei on I saw a noble-looking man, 
with a sash bound about his waist, having a slight 
halt in his gait, a decidedly military air, and the 
port of a veteran. I fancied that I saw in hini « 
worthy companion of Wellington in the field of 
Waterloo. He was the bearer of a placard which 
notified where might be seen the statue of Lord 
Dudley's favourite Newfoundland dog Bashaw. 
Here was a man, a noble specimen of humanity 
too, doomed in bis old days to cany about a pla- 
card touching the statue of a nobleman's favourite 
dog! This is an ontrsge not merely against the dig- 
nity of man, it is a vitiation of the intentions of his 
Uaker ; and I felt within me, at tbe contemplaticoi 
of such a spectacle, not merely a loathing disgust 
gt tbe baseness of the wretches who, rather tbaa 
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■taire, should be found thus acquiescing in their 
own degradation, but a glow of honest indication 
against the whole structure and condition of society 
in a country where, throughout a l(»ig series of years, 
the privilege of .legislation for the good of all has 
been raterved in the hands of a few, and where, sys- 
tematically exercised in the interest of that few and 
for the enalaTement of the many, it hte eventuated 
in such a preposterous and unequalled elevation of 
the one, attended by the necessary and correspond- 
ing abasement of the other. 

Presently I came to a cross street in which was 
assembled a great collection of people of the low- 
est class. This was the first specimen I had seen 
of a London mob, and a more squalid set of 
wretches could not well be imagined. Frcan the 
number of policemen collected at the place, armed 
with their short clubs, there had probably been 
some disorder which was not unlikely to be re- 
newed. The cause of it was sooti obvious. A 
man was standing before the door of a dirty and 
suspicious-looking habitation, having on bis shoul- 
der a placard on which was printed, in large letters, 
" Beware of a house of ill-fame," having doubtless 
been hired to do so by some decent burgher living 
next door, who had been scandalized by the char- 
acter (rf his neighbours. This placard had brought 



together the mob, who, whaterer mig^t have been 
thpir own morals, were not sony to have their fuiy 
a&thwized, and theii taste for destruction directed 
to some legitimate object. Its efiecis were already 
«u£ElcieiitIy obvious on the exterior of the building. 
The terrified inmates had closed the inside shutters, 
but the glasses were all broken, and the sashes 
smashed, while the whole front was plentifully 
daubed with mud, which had been thrown by the 
handfiil. The hy-standerG seemed only to wait for 
leave to set about the demolition of the whole 
establishment. 

Looking round me as I went, and mnsing upon 
what I saw, I presently reached the intersection of 
Oxford-street, where Regent-stieet again opens ont 
to form a circus. Here is another thoroughfare be- 
tween the East and West Ends, wellnigh as great 
as that of Piccadilly ; and here too the pedeBtrian is 
obliged to halt, and watch, and escape quickly for 
his hfe. The shops here assume a still more ele- 
gant and fashitmable character ; among them were 
druggists' shops, the names of whose proprietors I 
had seen oa their preparations in almost every cot^ 
ner of the world : their extent, neatness, and ele- 
gance of arrangement were admirable. Others 
were occupied by French milliners, addressmg 
themselves in their signs to those only who could 
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read Frendi; or Parisian and S'niaB confectioaeit, 
and one or two were elegantly fitted up ae caiis 
and resuunuits. 

The Tisia before me terminated at an angle 
where Regent-street turns into Portland Place. 
This is a moat favourable point for the exhibition of 
a ooble edifice. The objects on either hand pre- 
pare the eye for no measured degree of gratifica- 
tion. And here in fact the artist who conceived 
and so nobly executed in the last reiga the mag- 
nificent idea of all these improrementB, which give 
such an air of grandeur to this quarter of the 
metropolis, has accordingly placed an edifice, the 
Chun^ of All Souls, which seems meant as a 
master-piece,, and which at any rate may claim the 
merit of being able both to astonish and surprise. 
It stands forward far in advance <f the adjoining 
buildings, face to fac« with you as you advance to 
enter Portland Place, and seems to say to you — 
Here ! look at me ! And I djd look at it, and with 
not a little astonishment and some embarrassment. 
For having never hefore seen an edifice like this, I 
coidd not judge it by any effort at comparison, and 
remained bewildered in the attempt to analyze my 
impreaaiona. I waa not long in determining that the 
character of the structure was at least costly, and ita 
mechanical execution vei; elegant, In some of the 



WALKS IK L0M90H. ITT 

detaQe, monorer, Han wu much Bubject for un- 
qualified admiration. It formed, bowevar, the oddnt 
whole imagiiikble. The church itielf was <^ nearly 
Kiuare fonn, and stood back with a half modest and 
retiring air, wellnigh concealed by the mansions ad- 
joining. The roof was tall and angular, and sloped 
back from the more pretending portico and spire like 
a Tulgar wife, half-shiinking firom the fellow^p <^ 
the more genteel husband who is ashamed of her. 
It was a striking instance of architectural misalli* 
ance. , Had it stood by itself, without prelenskm 
and in all humility, it would havfl attracted neither 
notice nor animadversion. But die pride of a tofty 
alliance bad dragged it into notice, and subjected 
it to ccmtomely. The portico and spire, which 
touched rather thui united with it in fr<mt, was full 
of pretension, aj|l not whoUy destitute of taste. It 
was of circular form, sunounded by a row of Ionic 
columns, and surmounted by an elegant balustrade. 
Out of this arose a fluted stone spire, run up to a 
nee^e's point with great lightness and grace. 
AboTe the portico a large ring, sustained by a 
lesser row of columns, surrounded the spire. One 
is. puzzled, in looking at it, to tell how or why it 
came there. It looks for all the wwld like a ring, 
and has the air of a trophy carried off in some 
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jonstiitg match on a great scale, wiUi giant kniglitfl> 
and steeples for lances. 

Portland Place is still wider and ni<ne vast than 
Regent-street. It is of more ancient conatructioB. 
The houses are of tinpainted brick, and are all pri- 
Tate dweUings, No omnibus is permitted to pol- 
lute -with its presence these precincts, Aough now 
guiltless (^ nobility, and abandoned to the abode 
of aspiring merchants and bankers. Compared 
with Regent-street, it had a certain air of staid 
respectability, not a httle augmented by the occa- 
sional display of funeral hatchments, on which 
&mity aims were emblazoned, with angels, hour- 
glasses, and TBiiouE mournful emblems of the 
tomb, to announce that death had been busy within. 
I do not know that any thing ever affected me more 
unpleasantly than this obtrusion upon the world of 
that sorrow which, where it is sincere, is apt to 
shun the sympadiy of the unheeding crowd ; and 
this heartless effort to make the dead, by giving 
occasion to this heraldic display, thus minister to 
the vanity of the living. 

At the extremity (rf Portland Place the buiUinga 
again become modem, and sweeping back on either 
hand in a circular form, with colonnadee, terraces, 
and architectural embellishments, leave a vacant 
place between called the Park Crescent. This is 
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mclosed with a massive iron railing. It is planted 
with trees, and tastefiilly laid out as an ornamental 
garden, acc«8sible to the tenants of the neighbouring 
mansions, who there enjoy the recreation of a daily 
wdk, which the habits of the country lendei necea- 
sary; and where their children, when the weather 
will at aH permit,- pass a considerable portion of 
Each day in healthful exercise/ I subsequently 
found that, notwithstanding the denseness of Lon- 
don, there is scarcely any portion of it which has 
not in its neighbourhood some planted square or 
pleasure-ground, reeerred for the health and recre- 
ation of its inhabitants. 

Beyond the Park Crescent lay the New Road, 
another vast thoroughfare, connecting the City with 
the extensive suburb of Paddington. Here were 
the same rush of vehicles, and the same abundance 
of hackney-coaches, cabs, and omnibuses, mingled 
with the costlier equipages of the rich. Beyond 
the New Road lay the Regent's Park. Though 
my map had shown me in the morning that its ex- 
tent was coDsiderable, I determined to make the 
circuit. Its entrance was defended by railings and 
gates of iron, which may be closed at pleasure, to 
shut out vtrudtng stagecoaches, omnibuses, loaded 
carts, or aught that is unseemly or inelegant. On 
my left hand lay the Park, whose recent planta- 
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tiiHU of treea aad shrubbery were in a vetf Hammg 
itate, indicating that, ia the seaBon of foU^e, they 
were already in a condition to fiuiuBh shade, and an 
agreeable Teidore. On the rigid, my eye took in 
a succession of stately edifices, grouped together 
so as to produce the effect of a series of magnifi- 
cent palaces, each fonnmg by itself an elegant and 
harmcHUOUS whole. The first of these was Cam- 
bridge Terrace, which was m a pretty taste, and 
embellished with porticoes and architectural oma- 
menu of simple Done. Here, too, I paused to 
admire the swelling dome of the Coliseom, a 
magnificent structure, fit for the exhibition of so 
vast a panorama as that of London. 

Chester Terrace, which was next toCamlnidge, 
Btnick me as being extremely beautiful. Like the 
rest, it is thrown back firom the main rcmd along 
the side of the Park. It is of the Corinthian or^ 
der, has a colonnade in the centre, and at either 
extremity an elegant entrance, in the form of a 
triumphal arch, which gives admittance to the pri- 
vale road leading only to the residences which 
compose it* The Terrace is raised above the level 
of the main road, securing the dwellings from hu- 
midity, and furnishing, from their windows, a com- 
manding view of the road, which is not 8u£Bciently 
near to annoy with its dust or noise, while it pre- 
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lentB an ever animating scene of gayetjr and life,— 
of the taetefuUy-planted Park beywid, with it« pretqr 
villas, serpentine walks, sheeu of water, and of the 
noble terraces which close the view beyond. Here, 
as at the other terraces, the interrenipg space be- 
tween the [nivate avenue and the public thorough- 
fare is enclosed with balustrades of Portland stone, 
and flanked with evergreens and flowers. 

A little farther qn I was met by one of the fair- 
est piocessions that ever blessed my delighted 
eyes. It consisted of some twsity or thirty young 
ladies, of various interesting ages betweeo fourteen 
and twenty. They were dressed with great neat- 
ness and sijnplicity; and, as they passed along, 
each seemed prettier than the one who had prece- 
ded her, though my respect its what was due to 
their modesty, and some little prompting from my 
own, prevented me from scanning them with the 
attention which they merited. This was certainly 
a very charming spectacle in itself, and I contem- 
plated it very frequently after with intense inter- 
est, when I came to learn that these youngvladies 
were the <^hane of poor clergymen, for whose 
education an institution has been endowed in the 
Regent's Park, by the generosity of some rich per- 
son, who added good taste to kindness of heart and 
B diBcrimtna:ting benevolence. They are carefully 
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educated, wad qualified to fill the station of gover- 
nesses in rich families; and,'to judge &(»n their 
amiahle appearance, would also make excellent 
wires, tlbough taken at a venture. 

Cumberland Terrace^ which next attracted my 
observation, pleased me less, though the mansions 
which composed it were of far greater dimensions, 
and the style of architecture more highly orna- 
mented aai of greater pretension. It consists of a 
grand centre and wings, connected by arches, un- 
der which are carriage-ways leading to the mews 
in the rear. From a rusticated basement vises a 
range of Doric columns, which is crowned by a 
balustrade, serving, at various points, as a pedestal 
for statues, standing singly or in groups. In the 
centre the colonnade is heavier and more imposing, 
being surmounted by a pediment with a group of 
statuary, representing the triumphs oi Britannia. 
With such evidences of the grandeur of the Island 
Queen, exhibited in the residences of her mer- 
chants, traders, and modest citizens, I felt no dis- 
position to deny to her the meed of my htutible 
homage and admiration. 

St. Catharine's Hospital, which next succeeds, 
contrasts charmingly with the regular and classical 
architecture of the terraces and the Coliseum. It 
is a very pretty speciinea of GoUiic architecture, 
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evincing— a foct which I found afterwaid confitmed 
by still more favounble specimens in my runblea 
OTer England — that this noble style has been re- 
viysd, in its simpler and moie modeat foniui in* 
d^ed, with fargieatei success here than elsewhere. 
It consists of a beautiful little chapel, with a single 
nave, £anked by towers on the front, while m 
either hand are charming' groups of cottages, with 
pointed gables in the Elizabethan taste. This in- 
stitution was not l&ng since removed.to this health* 
ier and more picturesque situation, from the jnres- 
ent site of St. Catharine's Dock in the city. It is 
as hospital, foonded in past times for the relief of 
the families of seafaring persons, or others of 
the humbler dependants of that commerce which 
has here achieved her greatest triumphs. It was a 
worthy monument— and I was afterward called 
upon to admire many such — of ihfe princely be- 
nevolence of Englishmen. 

Gloucester Gate is another grand entrance to the 
Park. It ia a species of triumphal arch, in Doric 
taste. I looked out of it, and walking a few steps, 
came to a bridge over the Regent's Canal, on the 
banks of which stands a charming collection of Ut- 
tie ornamented cottages of the Elizabethan, Gothic, 
or Saxon architecture. Many of these have a gro- 
tesque and quaint appearance, yet the effect of the 
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whole is pleasing and agreeable. Small, but beao- 
tifiilly-airanged gardens and mimic conserratorieB 
swept down to the borders of the stream. I had 
occasion afterward to enter some of these, and 
found them filled with all imaginable comforts. 

I could not but regret the unfaTOurable charao 
ter of the comparison between these charming cot* 
tages, and the tasteless masses of brick and mor- 
tar in which people of the same class and of greater 
means are contented to live in my own country. 
^The greater mansions oTCrlooking the Park, though 
they pay oppressive taxes of various sorts well- 
nigh equal to the rent, are not more expensive to 
the tenant than the gracelees edifices of equal size 
frmn which our city magnates look out rejoicingly 
into the dust, tumult, and deafening clatter of Broad- 
way; while these modest and charming cottages 
offer to, the individual of humble means, each such 
a little castle of comfort, such an epitome of all 
that the heart of man longs for in the habitation of 
his body, as could not be procm%d with us at any 
price, except only at the trouble of creating it. One 
principal reason, indeed, of the advantage pos- 
sessed over us by this country, b found in the Tast 
superabundance of capital, ever seeking for means 
of investing itself within si^t of its possessor, 
and easily satisfied with any interest, however low. 
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Here, howeyer, a knowledge of comfort and good 
taste preside, and lend their aid in every cieation. 
These we do not possess in any commonsurate de- 
gree. Let us hope, however, that it may not al- 
ways be thus. The genius and character of our 
people are the same, and we are rising to greatness 
by the aame means, with far more rapid sttides, 
and, from the unbounded and exhausdfiBB nature of 
our resources, without any assignable line, of limiu 
atton. It is to be hoped that, as our means multi- 
ply, good taste will grow up to employ them in 
whatever tends to the embelliehmeat of life. 

There is one circumstance, however, ccmnected 
with the creation of Regent's Park and the pal- 
ace-ljke maaiious which sunound it, which could 
not well apply to any thing in my own country. It 
was originally a royal demesne, and once formed 
the site of a palace inhabited by Elizabeth. Part 
of it was afterward leased for a term qf years. 
During the last reign it reverted to the crown, 
when the plan was fonned, under the direction of 
the commissioners of Woods and Forests, aided by 
theii architect, Mr. Nash, of those magnificent 
impioyements, which were to me a source of in- 
creasing delight the longer I had an opportunity 
of observing them. The Farit, consisting of five 
hundred acres, was laid out in the happiest taste 
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of an art which is essentially English ; aiid the eur- 
rounding grounds were leased to enterprising spec- 
ulators, with the condition of buildingnipon a stip- 
ulated plan. After alii it >^f>B individual wealth, 
and capital originating from the same sources 
which are so rapidly developing it in oiir own coun- 
try, which led to all these splendid creations. Nor 
am I quite sure that the corporation of my native 
city have not a control over large .tracts of land 
which a few years will bring within fts inhabited 
precincts. No situation offers greater capabilities 
for ornamental ii^provement than the island of Man- 
hattan, on which New- York is situated. On one 
hand lies one of the noblest rivers of a world in 
which every thing is on a grand scale ; on the 
other, and at a distance of two or three miles, a 
beautiful arm of the sea. Nature has thrown its 
surface into a pleasing variety of hill and hollow, 
of rock, and glen, and picturesque ravine. What 
has art hitherto done to heighten these beauties ? 
Why, she has approached hei task under the gui- 
dance of a blind and mistaken utility, taking no 
counsel of good taste. Hills have been cut away 
and cast down into the adjoining hollows ; rocks 
blovm asunder and prostrated ; coves filled up to 
be on an equality with the headlands that enclosed 
them ; the whole surface of the country revolu- 
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tionized ; that which nature placed at the top caat 
to the bottom ; the sources of maladies prepared by 
the efforts to promote health ; beautiful groves cut 
down to make room, at best, for rows of Lotn- 
bardy poplars ; compact masses of brick edifices 
run up, without any reservation of promenades for 
the recreation and health of those who are to in- 
habit them ; a thousand things begun, and scarce 
one finished ; and the whole scene brought, under 
the pretext of improvement, to present one desola- 
ting spectacle of chaotic confusion ; while in this 
quarter of London, which is as modem as many 
parts of New- York, the effect of newness is al- 
ready banished. Whatever has been done, has 
been done permanently ; hedges, gardq;iB, and 
plantations have been quickly created to gloss over 
and smooth away the rugged aspect of innovation. 
Our large, wealthy, and growing metropolis 
should have in its perpetual employ an architect 
of ability and cultivated tastes. He should visit 
the capitals of Europe, and imbue his mind with 
whatever ideas of convenience, elegance, or gran- 
deur they may present ; and be should especially 
study the liberal and enlightened improvements, 
and the domestic architecture, in its more modeat 
forms, of the people from whom we sprang, and 
whose tastes are destined to become our own. 
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Nowhere in England could he find more happy 
soorcee of iaspiration than in Regent's Park and 
its ornamented precincts. This is a digression 
from our subject; but the author is unwilling to 
permit himself to be deterred by this consideration, 
while attempting to describe what has excited his 
admiration in another country, from Buggesiing 
whatever may be advantageous to his own. 
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CHAPTER X. 



WAUIS IN LONDPN. 



Circuit of Rvgeol'a Psi^ — Soalhem Temeaa — Tiaw of the Graunda 

— Coaqnriaan of Regcat-atieet uid Broadway — Equipagea and 
Horses— StieDt Population — Feoule Walkers — Preaerraticm of 

The reflections which closed odi last chapter 
were presently put to flight by the very pleasing 
spectacle of a youthful matron emerging from one 
of these tasteful cottages, attended by her Uttle 
family. It consisted of two fine, healthy children, 
▼ery neatly dressed, who were armed with Tarions 
toys for their amusement, under the guidance 
of a liveried servant, who caiHed a couple of um- 
brellas as a precautim against rain, and seemed to 
have the additional charge of protectOT to the whole 
party ; behind followed a child of a year or more, 
who, bundled in shawls, was trundled along in a 
wagon of wicker-woik, which the nursery-maid 
drew after her. As they also seemed bound on the 
same voyage of circumnavigation with myself, I 
was very willing to sail in their wake, and beguile 
the way by interesting myself in their gambols. 
At the entrance of the Zoological Garden, however, 
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they turned in to take a look at the wild beastn, and 
I was compelled to continue on without any othei 
companion than my thoughts, and the interest which 
I derived ftom the observation of smrounding 
objects. 

Leaving the wild beasts to roar, the monkeys to 
chatter, and the parrots to prate on, for their own 
amusement and that of my youthful friends who 
bad just entered the Garden, I continued my walk, 
which now began to bend to the west, in forming 
the circuit toward the place from which I had set 
out From Macclesfield Bridge, which is a beauti- 
ful construction of cast-iron, I took in a pleasing 
view of the banks of the Canal, of PritnroBe Hill, 
the holyday resort of the jaded artisans of either 
sex, and the curious scene of practical jokes, and 
sturdy and somewhat unscrupulous gambols, — of 
the ornamented villa of the Marquis of Hertford, 
and of others half hidden beyond within the dee]p- 
ening thickets of the Paik, together with the grand 
panorama of the palaces which enclosed it. Han- 
over Terrace, with the charming lodges near it, 
next awakened my admiration, and presently I 
stood bewildered, yet not displeased, before the fan- 
tastic structures of Sussex Place. This is a curi- 
ous group of buildings, in a Chinese taste, having a 
singular collection of octagonal towers, surmounted 
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by cupolas and mmaietB. The eflect of it is reiy 
odd ; and though I felt ho disposition to envy those 
who lived there, and whose ideas, as it struck, me, 
were like to receive an eccentric and iantMtic bent 
from the obliquity of their habitations, it served to 
give an air of variety to the whole scene, and greatly 
to enhance, by the effect of contrast, the more regu- 
lar and undeniable beauties of the surrounding ter- 
races. 

From this point the grounds of the Park are seen 
with all their beauty. They present a great va- 
ne^ of agreeable objects, groves, gardens, sheets 
of water, the indentation of whose shores imitates 
the graceful caprice of nature, interspersed with 
villas, lodges, and airy bridges, and the view being 
closed in the distance by the nave and towers of 
St. Catharine's, the dome of the Coliseum, and 
the colonnades of the adjoining terraces. The 
inhabitants of these mansions enjoy, in the heart of 
a great city, the sight of whatever is pleasing in the 
aspect of the most highly- ornamented scenes of 
rural life — for even sheep and cattle were not 
wanting to complete the picture of pleasing rus- 
ticity. Nor is it only in the sight of these objects 
that they found gratification. While many rolled 
over the smooth avenues in luxurious equipages, 
others of either sex cabled on beautiful and highly ^ 
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mettled horses, followed by neatly-dressed Bad 
equally well-mounted grooms ; while others, with 
an air of not inferior enjoyment, rambled on foot 
over the gravelled walks of the enclosuiea, or, 
seated on rustic benches at the sonny side of a 
grOTe, or by the margin of the water, pored over 
the pages of some attractive author; — haply a 
Thomson, a Cowper, or some one of those 
descriptive poets of the land, who have sung so 
sweetly of rural scenes, to a people formed by 
theii tastes to appreciate their descriptions and to 
sympathize in their ecstasies. The laugh ani 
hvely prattle of children, too, gave to the scene its 
most pleasing character of animation. Some were 
ferried crver the water in pretty wherries, while 
others, hanging over the railings of the airy bridges 
which spanned the stream, seemed delighted to 
divide their luncheon with the. majestic swans 
which sailed proudly below, and which for a 
moment forgot their stateliness and dignity in their 
eager efforts to catch the descending morsels. 

Clarence and Cornwall Terraces, which struck 
me as being yet more beautiful than any I had 
seen, brought me to York Terrace, which, having 
all its entrances at the back, and the gardens in 
front, without any divisions, conveys more irresisti- 
bly than the rest the idea of coie magnificent palace. 
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I had now got back to ibe New Road, whence I 
had set out. There were two or three chuichei 
in eight, that of St. Maiy-le-bone and Trinity; 
Irat as they were without attractioo, and charac- 
terized by a bad taste, which my rambles round 
the Parle had unfitted me lo bear patiently with, 
I did not waste my time in a aecoiul look at them. 
So, escaping throu^ the press at the New Koad, 
1 re-entered Portland Place by the Park Crescent, 
snd bent my steps homeward. 

As I passed along this noble avenue, from its 
'origin in the Regent's to its close in Sl James's 
Park, I had leisure again to admire its magnifi.- 
cence, and to appreciate the absurdity of comparing 
Broadway, or any other street in Anoerica, to it. 
In the brilliancy derived from our transparent 
atmosphere, and unclouded, deep-blue skies, and 
the dazzling splendour with which the sun shines 
through, revealing, gladdening, and vivifying every 
thing with the magnificence of an unimpeded and 
tro{acal illumination, we possess, indeed, an advan- 
tage to which London and England are equally and 
fw ever strangers. In the single particular of un< 
bounded movement and life, Broadway is moreovei 
equal, from the simjde circumstance of its immense 
length, and its being almost the only outlet (£ a 
grett city, to Regent-street, or any other th^ I am 
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acquainted with. Bat in all eke its attiactiona are 
not such aa to entitle it to enter into the compari- 
son. 

In the first place, it tB greatlyinferior in spadous- 
DCBS and width. In Broadway there is a perpetual 
and most displeasing Tariety in the height and 
Jasbion of the houses. Each is a complete repub- 
lican, that has grown up independently and in its 
own way. A giant of four stories, with a flat roof, 
looks down upon its next neighbour, a big-headed 
dwarf of one story, with a moEt ambitious attic 
Here is a dwelling-house, there a shop. The win- ' 
dowB and doors are scattered up and down, in de- 
fiance of symmetry, and in contempt of right lines, 
and the variety of colours is infinite. In Regent- 
st3«et, on the contrary, there are continuous ranges 
of edifices, erected on a series of uniform plans, 
decorated with architectural ornaments, and coated 
with plaster of one uniform complexion. Per- 
haps the churches and pubhc buildings that one 
passes in a walk in Broadway are in a better 
style than those of Regent-street, though this, after 
aU, is not saying much. With us there is a diapo- 
aition to keep to classic tastes and approved 
Biodels, while here the taste is to mingle beauties, 
however discordant, producing what is original and 
eccenfeic ; something which has bad no precedent. 
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and is likely to be followed by no imitadon. la 
both places there is the eame nuisance of omni- 
buses, and the same sufficiency of dust, though we 
excel wonderfully in noise, owing to- the circum- 
stance of our pavement being made of lound pebble- 
stones. 

Here the private equipages, which were heavy, 
costly, and luxurious, were intermingled with 
squalid cabs and hackney-coaches. With us the 
vehicles generally are of alighter and more tasteful 
make, and the hackney-coaches are often so elegant 
as scarcely to be distinguished from the private 
carriages, except by the inferior grooming and 
showineas of the horses. I could not determine 
whether there were more fine horses in Regent- 
street or Broadway. At this season the town was 
empty of fashionable people, and perhaps our own 
city had the advantage. The English horses were, 
however, much belter groomed and broken. Here 
were no long-tailed nags, driven by proud, shabby, 
genteel people, and no sulkeys with trotting horses, 
dashing along at the rate of a mile in three minutes. 
The taxes on vehicles and h< 
the aspirations of poor and h 
flesh, and confine the luxu 
rich. All kept scrupulousb 
on the left, and the respect for custom and the law 
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in this respect teemed to be uppermost in the heart 
of eTeiy man who held a whip. Here were ao 
kccidents and no lestifineas. In iact, in more than 
a year that I subsequently passed in England, I do 
aot remember to hare witnessed a single accident, 
except on a race-course, whereas one of the com^ 
numest spectacles I had been accustomed to see in 
Broadway was that of a hoiie prancing along with- 
out aiider, fallowed by the full hue and. cry of boys, 
negroes, and Irishmra, or a light wagon, spirming 
along on three wheels, overturning orange-sellen, 
and demolishing old women. 

I think the comparison between the street popu- 
lation of the two places, in point of appearance, was, 
so far as I could judge as yet, in favour of London. 
Here was an aii of greater health, and more ful- 
ness of muscle, and freshness of complexion. To 
be sure I had been traversing the rich quarter of 
Westminster, in a part but casually and shghtly 
mfested by the poorer and more squalid classes of 
the metropolis. One remark was most obvioos to 
me; with us, the agitation which is eanstantly 
going on duoughout the whole mass of society, is 
perpetually throwing to the surface that which was 
biiit a little before removed from it. Merit, indus- 
try, assiduous exertion of any sort, — opposed by no 
insuperable barriers of pride or prejndice, and fet- 
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tered by no system of laws conceived in the ioler- 
est of the few and the idle, uid in enmity to the 
industrious miUion, — secure of their reward, are 
perpetually raising to competency and distinction 
those vhoj in the outset of life, were humble and 
iinhonoured ; while the idle and the profligate, de- 
graded by the contrast rather than sustained by the 
consideration which their anceaton had won fcv 
themselvea by their good works, are seen, on the 
contrary, to sink in a descending counter-current, 
ts mingle ultimately with the dregs. This agita- 
tion, then, of the state of society, has the effect, in 
the large and rapidly-increasing communities of the 
Republic, bo to mingle tba races qb to break down 
in some measure the physical distinctions which 
characterize oiher countries where the classes are 
stationary, and the castes immutable- 

In London, the races are most distinctly majked* 
It was not necessary to observe the cut of a coat, or 
the fashion of the nether garment, to tell in an in- 
stant who was the bramin and who the pariah. 
The gentleman was easily distinguishable by his su- 
perior hei^t, his air of generous feeding, bis pride 
of step, and a certain erect, elevated, confident, con- 
tented, and — if I may add a qualification which 
applies to most of our native-born population in 
America — independent and republican freedom and 

ir 
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nobleness of carriage* The tnuler had s very dif- 
ferent air, though he struggled to loake it tHe game ; 
for it was the effect of imitation. There was a 
blending of haughtiness and humiliation, a versa- 
tility held in preparMion for contact with ioferiois 
or the great ; a* look which could catch the expres- 
sion of contempt and scorn, or soften at once into 
a complacent simper and cringing obsequiousness. 
Among the humbler classes, the physical confor- 
mation seemed to announce the peculiar and separ- 
ate calling of each distinct individual. The same 
trade, descending perpetually from father to son 
through long succeeding generations, had occa- 
sioned' a devefe ^ r ^ cT it o^ particular limbs and mus- 
cles. The absence of intellectual and moral cul- 
' ture, in occupations whirfi rendered it unnecessary 
for those who worked only to administbi iood to 
themselves, and profit or luxury to ^e class of mas- 
ters, could only account for tlfe absence of fore- 
head, of the ornamental parts of that face which 
was moulded after a divine model; and which, 
among the untutored and onoppressed savages, 
who roam without distinction of classes over na- 
ture's wilds, is ever found to bear the impress of 
its original. The mouth and jawe announced bull- 
dog capacity to tear and masticate their hard-earned 
food. There was often a preposterous develop- 
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ment of tha iteck, the shoulders, the arms, and 
hande. In many, the effect (>( unhealthy occupa- 
tions was visible in a peculiar conformation of tbeir 
care-worn CDuntenances, and in a general physical 
deterioration. Many generations of a sedentary 
life, a perpetuity of confinement A a workbench, 
evinced itself in some by a ludicrous shoitness and 
diminutiveness of the legs. It was cruel to Itui^ 
at a deformity thus artificially produced, less the 
fault than the misfortune of their ancestors, and yet 
it was not easy to cootempliite it with composure. 

I could not help speculating upon the effects of 
pushing such a system to its extrentest limits. 
Might not nature die at length of making legs, to 
exhaust unnecessarily, by their demand for vital 
supply, the bodies of those who were never destinad 
tp use them? Juet as she has' long since given 
ovejc the booilcsB cffnt tA supply tails to Spanish 
poodles, to be cut off by their comical miusteie ; or ' 
affixing such a useless eBcnmbrance to serve' as a 
drag and a drawback through the weary journey of 
life to monkeys, which, no longer serving to aid 
the purpose of locomotion, or give Ufe to their gam- 
bols, ar4>-{ound gradually to dwindle and disap- 
pear in countries that hsve no trees 1 

The women whom ? saw were nearly all plump 
And comely, and- th'ir complexions were univa* 
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sally good, eren in this dingy atmosphere. To ba 
aure, theii faces were nearly all dirtf, at which I 
ma the leas dtsposed to wondei when I found, on 
getting to my lodginga, that my own was in the 
same condition. I had seveial times used my 
handkerchief id remonng objects which had fas- 
tened cm my face ; these proved to he sooty psrti- 
cles, detached from the chimneys and furnaces of 
the mighty Babylon ; and I found, on consulting 
my mirror, that I was, and bad probably been bo for 
some time, the proud possessor of an exceedingly 
well-defined, coal-black whisker on the left cheek, 
together with a Tery promising mustache on the 
opposite side. 

But to return from my own face to the mon 
{^easing study of those of the women : I have to 
remark that they were almost aU expressive, and 
many of them very beautiful. HMvorer, they g«n. 
erally surmounted well-formed and often swan- 
like necks, reposing on nobly-expanding bosoms. 
In descending, the analysis became less satisfacto- 
ry, for their forms were, almost imirersally, bad ; 
the upper part of the hpdies was too large for the 
lower; the foundation,^ seemed crushed by the 
weight of the superstructiap. There was of course 
a Umit to the observations ixte might make in the 
street ; but to a man of any t^servation, c»r at all 



,\ 
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knowing in matten of this natuie, used to induc- 
tion, or citable, from llie habit of ratiocinati<», of 
remounting firom things seen and leal to things hid- 
den and unseen, tbeie was Utde risk of injustice, in 
Boticing the awkwaid bending of the ankle, to infet 
malfonnation aboTe. The feet were, for the moat 
part) ptmderoua and flat, indicating both an inhe- 
rent ugliness and defective shoeing. They were 
often crooked and full of excrescences ; nor did 
they always Correspond exactly, and seem to be 
mates. Sometimes both had a leaning one way ; 
the right foot out and the left in, for instance. I 
was more than once reminded of a stout double- 
decker, with high poop and heavy counter, lying 
down in strong breezes under double-reefed top* 
sails. 

The gait, of course, of women thus formed waa 
■hufOing, heavy, and lumbering, destitute alike of 
harmony and ease. Perhaps I cannot better con- 
vey an idea of the effect of this peculiar confor- 
mation upm the movements, than by citing the 
opposite cooformation and equally opposite move- 
ments of Taglioni. I think that any one who 
has looked at this goddess of the graceful art 
with any view to analyze the elements of her suc- 
cess, must have been struck with the great length 
and development of her legs, compared with the 



light supewtructiire which fepooes on them. Thia 
geemed ever to me to furnish one means of ac- 
coui^ting for her rare and matchleeB agility and 
grace. There is, indeeAt a gossamei lightness in 
111 her movements, that sometiines makes one 
think that her excellence depended less on peculiar 
conformation and great muscular power, than on a 
total absence of all ^ecific gravity. One is 
tempted to believe that she is indeed the sy^ph, 
whose wings and wand she wears ; in ethereal be- 
ing; a child of the skies, over whom the laws of 
attraction, which drag all common mortals down to 
their mother earth, have no dominion. The French, 
the Italian, but especially the Spanish women, 
have, more or less, this peculiar conformation. 
Hence do they. glide forward with so rare a grace, 
and hence thM {toetry of motion which is found in 
a Sevillian or a Gaditana. The absence of this 
among Enghsh women may account for their want 
of grace. "Were you to divide the figure for the 
sake of analysis, you would be struck with the 
feet that the lower portion is completely sacrificed 
to the upper, which is almost always noble> 

In general, the women were not well dressed ; 
there was abundant evidence of defective taste, and 
an ignorance of the effect of colours. Indeed, it 
seemed that there were few ladies in the street; 
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my triendtbe injustice to bncy that he chewed the 
hated weed. He only smoked, and then none but 
the most fragrant HsTanas. I was going to say, 
that though past the period when woman has the 
greatest power to stir the heart, «nd, moreorer, an 
inveterate smoker, yet be cOntrired to work him- 
self into no inconsiderable ecstasy as he went on, 
not only to praise the fine-looking- men that he 
had seen, but to eulogize and prodaim the rustic 
and sturdy charms of the women of Sussex and 
Surry. 

Our dinner over, and. our discussion dismissed, 
we drove to the Dtury Lane Theatre. Long 
ere we approached it, we were assailed by needy 
wretches of either sex, running by the side of the 
coach, holding up the programme, and striking 
against the windows, their object bwg to sell us 
the bill and get two pence, which, of couise, was 
not all profit. Fearing that they might be craved 
in die press, wa furnished ouiselves with a bill each, 
to hold to the windows when otheis came to o^ 
■ them. Another seeker of pennies opened the door 
for us as we reached the portico, which seemed in 
a noble style of architecture, but much blackened 
by the smoke of the neighbourhood. The street 
was very filthy, and ill odours met the nostrils 
in every direction.; groups of squalid wretches, 
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easily recogiuBed as thieves and courteBans, vert 
prOTvltng about io Bearch of piey . 

The entrance to the theatre i» spacious and no< 
blOf with a very fine stairatay, appropriately but- 
mounted by a «tatue of the bard of Avon. I do not 
now lemember whether it were with.thiBor theCo- 
Tent Garden Theatre thai I was particularly struck, 
and most bvourably impressed with its grandeur 
and beauty. My reoollections of the audience are 
more distinct. It did not seem composed of fash- 
ionable people, and a distinguished air was scarce 
anywhere to be Been. Yet the women were in 
general well dressed in the French taste, except the 
hair, which hung about according to individual ca- 
[ffice, but generally in a very neglected condition ; 
the neglect being of courae a studied one. There 
was, however, no want of pweonal beauty ; indeed, 
I thou^t I had never seen anoh a collection of 
good looks, and came then to a conclusion, which 
was confirmed by all my subsequent experience, 
that no women that I had ever seen make bo good 
an appearance in a theatre as the English. I was . 
struck with the gracefuhiess of the busts, the fine 
shape of the necks, the richness and freshness of 
the complexions, the redundant luxuriance and fine 
teints of the hair, united to a cast of head and an ar- 
rangement of features, which, when they were not 
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elegantly and finely turned, had at least great beau- 
ty of expKBEion. 

The piece for the ni^t was " Our Neighbotu's 
Wife ;" a succession of scenes of low intrigue, laid 
in the class of trades-people of th^ metropolis, such 
«s probably composed the chief part of the audience, 
and who, under the cover of the incognito afTorded 
by the vast extent of London, were enabled to 
laugh at their own caricature without the risk c^ 
detection. The actors were very much the same 
83 with us ; that is, very coarse and Tulgar, and very 
deficient in tlie grace, good-breeding, and truth to 
nature which characterize the stage of France and 
Italy. The Italian stage, and particularly the 
opera— for the Italians have also their pure drama, 
though everybody may not be aware of it,— wit- 
ness the charming theatre of the Fiorentini at Na- 
ples — has often been reproached for its absurdity. 
But I never had seen any thing so calculated to 
destroy all illusion, as the manner in which the 
actors supposed to be concealed in this piece thrust 
themselves before the eyes of those they were de- 
sirous to avoid, 01 the loud tone in which they 
uttered that which one was required to fancy said 
apart. The loudest talker, indeed, was a favourite . 
buffoon, who was supposed to be visible only to 
the audience. 

18» 
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f^tun fiiM lo last the play was most plentUiiHjr 
ioterspersed with low, coarse, tratiitional stage- 
jokes, execrable, atTOcious puns and playing upon 
words, and vulgar and indecent equivoques ; while 
ever and anon a stout and strong^ba^ed actor 
would grasp one of the lusty wenches, who, aftev 
a feigned struggle to escape, would give over her 
c<^e8B and yield to his embrace, meeting him 
mouth to mouth, and firing off between them a vol- 
ley of kisses that would ring round the theatre 
like the report fA a pistol, fhese amtwous feats 
were ever received with the most rapturous ap- 
plaase, and the whole house would echo with de- 
light from pit to gallery. The lewd jokes seemed 
only less scoeptaUe. They drew an invariabl* 
burst of applause from the men, a balf-sup^essed 
titter from the matrons, and overwhelmed the 
young women with an interesting, disturbed, down- 
cast look of niaserie and confusion, which seemed 
to be much enjoyed by the cavaliers who accom- 
panied them. It was evitlent that they understood 
aad were sufficiently knowing to be in a condition 
to relish the joke, were it not improper to do so. I 
thought of other women that I had seen, and what 
would have been their manner in a situation thus 
embairas^sing. I pictured to myself their absent air 
of unconsciousness, their haughty indifference, their 
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proud compoinie, hariDg itt on|^ alike in « tme 
sense f»f modesty, and in the dictates of go«d 
taste. 

Between the acts we loitered into tbe inagnifi> 
cent saloons. They were Tastt.lofty, having busts, 
statues, and columns, and being most elegantly fur- 
nished. Though immediately adjoining the boies, 
these were not frequented by ladies, who were oc- 
casionally abandoned to themselves, while the gen- 
tlemen walked there. This magnificent letieat is 
set apart as th^ recognised resort of abandoned 
women, who, in consideration of their being so, are 
admitted at an inferior ch^ge with season tickets^ 
They were large, fine-looking, richly, though ofteut 
indecently dresesd,' from tbeir bodies being half 
- eiqwsed. They were lounging on benches, leaning 
against the columns, er reclining upon luxuriotis 
ottomans. Nor was it only here that they exhibited 
themselves. Many of ^em were in the second row 
of boxes, intermingled with ladies and yotpg per- 
sons of a very tender age, and ofteb engaged in no 
very measured or ambiguotw dalliance with the 
persons neai them. This spectacle argued extreme 
ColdneA of temperament, as well in those who dal- 
lied as in those who looked on. It struck me as 
being, indeed, the most extraordinary scene I had 
ever beheld. How edifying to the young boarding- 
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•chool misiei Trho might be prfisent ! It was not 
necessary that they should go into the saloon, or 
look in as they passed, or observe what was going 
forward on the stairway and surroundiDg galleries ; 
areiy thing was visible, and necessarily visible too, 
from their seats. What with the kisses on the 
' stage and the kisses off it, the evidences on all 
sides of unbridled licentiousnesB, the scene was 
such a one as in all my wanderings I had never 
beheld, and which could only be equalled by the 
traditionary revels of Cythera in ancient times, or 
the real and well-attested ones of the Marquesas in 
our own. 

I^e aftei-piece was Black-eyed Susan, in which 
Ae part of Willisra was most admirably played. 
I never have seen such a sailor on the- stage ; and 
the evident favour with which he was received by 
the audience, partly on account of the accurate 
performance, partly for the sake of the character, 
gave me but a fair foretaste of the feeling of par 
tiality towards Bailors and the sea, which I found 
pervading all classes in England. This actor, 
whose name I believe was Cooper, possessed a 
moat intimate knowledge of that peculiar person- 
age the British lar. He must either have been a 
sai1oThimself,orelsehavemade many atflur of obser- 
vation to Wapping and the Docks. I heard, in- 
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deed, that he bad once-been a midshipman. It was 
certainly better to be a player of some note, than a 
midBhipman without friends. A young tnidahipman 
is a reasenable thing enough ; but a midshipman of 
fifty, with children or grand-children, such as there 
aie a few in the Koyal Mavy, is somewhat too ab- 
surd. 

On leaving the theatre, the gloomy and miry 
streets presented a scene of unbounded licentious- 
ness. Rogues, courtesans, and beggars thronged 
on ^very side, obstructed the way, and shocked the 
ear with words of disgusting indecency. Not sat- 
isfied with words,, they assailed those who passed 
with gallantry of a more pracUcal kind. Verily, 
there was some truth in that Frenchman, who, in 
explaining the difierence between Paris and Lcn- 
don, decided that it consisted chiefly in the fact 
that there were enjoyments which could be pro- 
cured in Paris if you desired them ; but that in 
London you roust submit to them, whether you 
would or not. Many of these women limited their 
assaults to supplications for the price of a drink ; 
and, on being gratified, hastened at once to a neigh- 
bouring finish or a gin-shop, already filled with 
crowds of both sexes, and resounding with diunkea 
clamour &it4 debauchery. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

WALK TO THE CITY, 



St. Hsrtin'i in the Field*— Slruid— Waterloo Bridie— Tenqita Btr 
8bap»— LudgUe Hill— St. Paul's— Interioi — Uiuaited for Re- 
toimrd Worahip— MonHinanli— Wtiipeting OiUer;— Dome- 
View of LoudoiL 

Attxr breakfast the next day, I was joined by 
my biend for a ramble to a very different quarter of 
London from that which I had as yet seen, being 
to the City, bo called ; the scene of trade and 
money-making on a great scale. Leaving the ho- 
tel, we made our way among vaiiouB club-houses 
and noble edifices to Charing Cross. Here we* 
-paused a moment to admire the beautiful church 
of St. Martin's in the Fields. It is an imposing 
structure, with a colonnade, pediment, and. apiif, 
reminding me much of the better description of 
churches in my own country, except that it was 
on a somewhat larger .scale, and the execution iar 
more costly and massive. The effect of its beauty 
was, however, greatly marred by the coal smoke, 
which had blackened it completely, except in a few . 
^^es where the courses of the rain had kept the 
stone clean, leaving an occasional streak, l^ch 
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rendered the effect of the rest more strikingly dis- 
agreeable. We cannot sufficiently appreciate the 
adfantage we enjoy in this respect from the ab- 
sence of smoke in our cities, owing to the differ- 
ent chaiactet of the fuel, and the elasticity of the 
atmosphere. Nothing, indeed, can be more stri- 
king and conducive to the complete effect of fine 
architecture, than the brilliant appearance of our 
marble structures when shone on by a bright sun, 
and reUeved against the deep bhie of the unclouded 
sky ; OF when seen at night by the sadder and 
more poetic illumination of the moon. 

At Charing Cross a great many principal streets 
unite to pour the full flood of their ever-moTing 
cunents into the broad avenue of the Strand. As 
we were about to enter this last, we glanced for a 
moment at the front of Northumberland House, 
surmounted by the proud lion which guards the 
ano3 of that lordly family. The Strand is a very 
fise, wide street, with spacious, convenient side- 
walks, and flanked by well-built modem edifices 
on either band. The lower floors are occupied as 
•bops, and the display of goods is cosdy and brill- 
iant. Among the signs I recognised that of De- 
liUe, who unites the two dissimilar occupations of 
lamp-seller and phrenologist. I had the greatest 
possiHe ciuioslty-to consult this celebrated oracle, 
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and put my head under bis skilful fingers. If he 
had given me a good account ol my bumps, I 
should have been proud and glorious, and toig^ 
possibly have been encouraged to turn them to 
some account. But I greatly feared his furnishing 
me with cause to magnify the ill opinion which I 
already entertained of myself. 

The Strand runs parallel to the river, which is at 
no great distance. We walked down one of the 
short streets leading to it, and found that instead of 
a quay or thorougb^e along it, it was flanked by 
squalid and unsightly buildings. Fonnerly this 
part of the town wsb the favourite abode of the no- 
bUily. Their mansions looked towards the Strand, 
while the space between them and the river was 
formed into gardens. Terraces and steps con- 
ducted to the level of the stream; which then formed 
the great highway, and was covered by barges, 
lowed by watermen wearing the liveries of their 
masters, who used this as their conveyance in going 
to the court at Whitehall. 

Ere long we reached a spacious and beautiful 
street, uitersectmg the Strand, and leading to a 
bridge over the river. This was Wellingtpn-street 
and the famous Waterloo bridge, both imptove- 
ments of our own times, as their names indicate. 
The bridge is a noble and beautiful object ; ths 
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arches being all of the same height, and the road 
aboye quite level, which produces a fine effectt It 
is built of granite ; and strengthi beauty, and ele- 
gance are all blended in its appearance. Flights 
of steps of neat construction lead to the level of 
the livei beside the abutments ; fine side-walks are 
raised above the carriage-road on either hand, fi»- 
oishing a delightful promenade, overlooking the 
river and its banks ; over each abutnaent of the 
arches aie gas lamps of a classical form, and at the 
extreihities are two neat Doric lodges for the con- 
venience of the keepers, which complete the 53011- 
metiic effect of the whole. The foot-passengers, 
on entering the bridge, pass through a neat iron 
turnstile, which is connected with the machmery 
of a recording^lock, locked up in the lodge, and 
notaccessible.to the keepers. This, by keeping 
an accurate account of all who enter, protects the 
Company against the fraud of the keepers in deliv- 
eting in the amount of their receipts. This is cer- 
tainly a most ingenious contrivance. It is a mon- 
ument at once of human ingenui^ and huinan 
baseness, and furnishes food for reflection on the 
degradation of the humbler classes in Englaod. 
Why is it that the man who keeps the key of the 
(dock can be trusted, and the humbler dependants 
cannot 1 Because, being sufficiently paid, proba^ 
yoh. 1. — K 19 
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bly, he can afford to be just, and can be honest 
without Btarving ; wheieas the other finds in his 
poTCTty a perpetual temptation. Poverty, the in- 
adequacy of a man's means to the comfortable sup- 
port of his body, and the disproportion between 
labour and its just reward of wages, are the causes 
of the dishonesty with which this land teems ; and 
tend to extend' it by custom, example, and the free- 
dom from shame which a wide diffusion begets, 
until it has become a system. There is no coun- 
try where mechanical ingenuity is more abounding 
and has achieved greater triumphs than with us ; 
yet such a contrivance as this is the very last that 
would have ever been invented there. And I do not 
believe that a native-born American, however hum- 
ble, could be found to submit to the insult of being 
penny-coUectoi to such an accounUpt as this, and 
thus to acquiesce in the imputation of his own dis- 
honeety. 

t Just below the Waterloo Bridge stands the mag- 
nificent palace of Somerset House, a noble and im- 
posing quadrangle, having one side on the river 
and the other on the Strand, and a spacious court 
in the centre. Once the abode of royalty, it is 
now appropriated to the meetings of the Royal 
Society, and the exhibitions of the Academy of 
painters. As we traversed the broad avenue of 
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the Strand, it narrowed down to an inconsiderable 
street in approaching Temple Bar, which forms 
the boundary of the city of London, and the limit, 
in this direction, of the formidable jurisdic^on of 
its Corporation. Here the heads of persons exe- 
cuted for high Ueason were formerly exposed to 
Tiew ; and here still, the Corporation of London is 
.wont to receive the king on his visits to the City ; 
the Lord Mayor delivering to him his sword of 
state, as a symbol of audiority in the city. This 
gateway is very elegant in its form, but is black- 
ened by the coal-smoke in the same way with 
Somerset House and other buildings I had already 
seen, except that a more tawny hue indicated a 
nearer approach to the heart of this great metropo- 
lis. In niches on either hand, surmounting the 
posterns, are statues of the two Charles's. Be- 
sides die arches on the side-walk for foot-passen- 
gers, there are larger gateways for the vehicles, 
which here, concentrated and crowded together, 
poor through in two continuous iiles. There is a 
vast deal of time lost here ; and if there be not a 
great thoroughfare opened ere long to the city in 
this direction to take off part of the crowd, Temple 
Bar will be very apt to yield to the impatience of 
the age, and, notwithstanding its venerable associa- 
tions, to come lumbering to the ground. 
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fieytind Temple Bar the road assumed the nam« 
of Fleet-street. It Tvae of more ancient date and 
less well built than the Strand ; but not less abound- 
ing in population, activity, and the multiplied em- 
blems of wealth. I was much struck with the brill- 
iancy of the shops the Whole way to the heart of the 
City. Many of them, instead of the ordinary panes 
of glass, hadi for the better erhibition of their goods, 
large plates of the most costly description, such as 
are used for mirrcnrs, each of them being wordi some 
pounds sterling. The goods were opened out, and 
tastefully and temptingly exposed to view. There 
was a much greater subdivision of business and 
classiJication of pursuits than with us. A splen- 
didly fitted building would be devoted exclusively 
to the exposition and sale of the single article 
of shawls, and the same with every thing else. 
My firiend told me that so great is the extent of 
business here, and so enormous the transactions, 
that ^ough dealers are satisfied with much leas 
profit than with us, they yet realize the most colos- 
sal fortunes. They do not change their mode of ■ 
living and begin to incur extravagant expense so 
soon as with us ; but live on in a quiet but com- 
fortable way, training up their children, though 
often inheritors of a princely fortune, to the same 
occupation with themselves, and keeping up well- 
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kndws establishmeots in the same family &om 

&ther to son. 

In the course of our walk he pointed out the es- 
tablishment of a man who had become a milUonaire 

by the sale of linen ; told me of another who was 
a hosier, and at the same time the possessor of the 
finest stud of horses in the world, and who thought 
nothing of giving five or six thousand guineas foi 
a great winner at Epsom or Doncaster, in order to 
improvq his breeding stock. He had sold stock- 
ings by Ike pair all the days of his life, and was 
bringing up his son to sell stockings when he should 
be no more. A gloomy-looking ^hop, without show 
«r extemal (Hnameatof any sort, was pointed out to 
me as the establishment of the jewellers and silver- 
smiths to the King. Here are perpetually deposited 
enormous quantities of plate, either theii own, or on 
which they have advanced money, or elae for safe 
keeping during the absence of the owners from 
their mansions. It was through some advance of 
money or ttertgsge that this house came in posses- 
sion of extensive and valuable coal-mines in New- 
Brunswick, of which the mere agencies are making 
people rich in some of our Atlantic cities* 

' The crowd thickened as we advanced ; embar- 
rassmeote were perpetually occurring, and the 
scene of bustle and confusion was sickening and 
19* 
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orerpowering, connected with the blackness of atl 
sunounding objects, and the deep gloom which, 
though the day was not in itself unpleasant, the 
canopy of overhanging smoke cast over the wliole 
scene. The people had a grave and serious air; 
everybody except myself seemed to know exactly 
what he was in search of, and to have no doubt 
where and on what errand he was going. Among 
the groups I here saw a beggarly battalion of poor 
exiles of Erin, grotesquely dressed, and sallying 
ont of a newly-established shop with enormous 
placards on their shoulders, written over with ex- 
travagant puflfa of the establtshmeut that employed 
them to take their stands in various parts of the 
town. 

In Ludgate Hill the shops were still more ete* 
gant and costly ; but ere long my attention was 
withdrawn from them by a huge dark object which 
broke through the smoke, closing the view at the 
termination of the hill ; presently it assumed the 
shape of a dome, and its colossal proportions told 
that il could be only St. Paul's. Though the 
beauty pf this object was impaired by the partial 
manner in which it was seen at the termination of 
a street not sufficiently wide to lake in more than - 
half of it, yet its «iie and grandeur were singularly 
relieved by the comparison with the lofty housM 
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on either hand, which sunk into insignificance in 
the comparison. 

This first rievr of the mighty temple affected me 
not only with an impression of great grandeur, but 
also of extreme beauty. The facade consisted of a 
pediment sustained by a double c(jonnade, and 
flanked by two towers, which, though not particu- 
lariy beautiful in themselves, harmonize well with 
the rest of ^e edifice, and give effect to the gran- 
deur of the Tast dome, which, rismg from the cen- 
tre of the cross, for in this form the temple is con- 
structed, is seen emerging between these two in- 
ferior toweis, and swelling nobly and- grandly high 
into mid heaven. All the ornaments disposed 
about the edifice struck me as appropriate and in 
good taste. The conversion of St. Paul is sculp- 
tured in relief upon the pediment ; statues of the 
Evangehsts look down from the angles, while high 
ovei roo^ and dome, and lantern, is seen the sim- 
[de emblem of our faith, displayed in sohtaiy and 
unapproached elevation against the sky. 

In firont of the Cathedral formerly stood that fa- 
mous Paul's Cross whence sermons w.ere preached 
to the people in th^open air, and where politics and 
religion were , mixed up in a manner to which the 
present timeis a stranget. These sermons were 
Mt only attended by the Corporation of London, 
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bnt often by the King in person. The site is now 
occupied by a fine statue of Queen Ana. This, 
though of marbte, was in a sadly dirty condition. 
The queen's cheeks indeed were clean, and some 
parts of hei' robe most exposed to the rain, but her 
nose would hare beeo the better for the handker- 
chief. The opposite effects of the smoke and ndn 
upon the whole edifice, which is of Portland stone, 
were rery disfiguring ; but on the statues it was sin- 
gularly grotesque. It produced the effect of col- 
ouring and shading, which imparted a certain reality 
to them, which, with their half-dirty, shabby-genteel 
look, was very ludicrous. 

As the day was finer, according to my compan- 
ion, than we were likely to have again for months 
to come, I determined to make use of so good an 
occasion to see ^e Cadiedxal, and enjoy the pros- 
pect firom the lantern. My friend having already 
achieved this feat, and having no desire lo repeat 
it, arranged to meet me at a certain hour at the Ex- 
change. Within the 'door I was encountered, face 
to face, by a fat porter; whose whole appearance 
indicated that religion was as good a trade here as 
in other countries where it is supposed to be better. 
He had the softest, though not the moti expressive 
&ce in the world ; a mere ball of flesh indeed, per- 
forated at the eyes and mouth, and prqjectiag 
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^ghdy at the point where the noee ia usually 
placed. He offered me tickets for Tarious parts 
of the buildings, and othei attendants, men or wo- 
men, pit^eied tickMs in like manner for the rest ; 
that for the dome being half a crown, and the whole 
together about five shillings; each particular ob- 
ject haying its particulai price set on it ; the whis- 
pering-gallery, the library, the great bell, down to 
die remains of the hero Nelson, whidi. are exhibit- 
ed to Englishmen at a shilling tbe head. 

On stepping into the centre of the Cathedral to 
observe it, as well as the impertinence of a. fellow 
who began explaining every thing in a set speech 
dehvered through his nose, and in which the letter 
h was only used before such vowels as could justly 
lay no claim to it, would pennit me, I discovered 
diat the building was in the form of a cross, hay- 
ing, in its greater length, a principal nave, divided 
from two side aisles by rows of massive pillars. 
Over the intersection of the nave and transept, 
swells the noble dome which I had admired from 
without. It is painted in fresco, with subjects 
taken from the life of the patron saint, while from 
the gallery, which runs round the base, are hung 
out various trophies, the tattered banners which 
Kelson and his compeers had captured from the 
s of England. 
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The eaatem portion of the nave, fonnii^ the 
head of the cross, is divided entirely from the rest 
of the temple by a heary screen, surmounted by 
an organ. This forms a church by itself; for it 
is within this that the customary service is alone 
performed. The part of the edifiee without haff no 
connexion whateTer with the religious uses and 
devotional exercises for which it was erected. The 
efFiect and unity cX the whole building xk entirely 
destroyed by this subdivision, which coold have 
formed no part of the design of the architect. I 
saw reason to think, in contemplating this building, 
that a grand and imposing style of architecture is 
not adapted to our colloquial religion, which re- 
quires for its exercise a small snug place, not re- 
mote from the clergyman, who is apt to accede t» 
no inconsiderable share ai the homage and adora* 
tion, soft backs to lean against, and well-stuffed 
kneeling-cushions, so that devotion may go on 
without personal inconvenience or discomf<M. The 
interior arrangement of this choir suggested com- 
parisons between some of the external appendages 
of the Catholic and Reformed religions, not by 
any means advantageous to the latter. 

The altar, if indeed there might be said to be 
any, was totally hidden by the pulpit ; while on 
either hand were magnificent thrones fbr the reoep- 
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tkm of the Bishop (tf Ixmdon and the Lord Mayor, 
with rich stalls for the City Aldermen. There was 
every thing to impress the spectator with the world- 
ly grandeur of oui fflllow-worms, and nothing to 
call to mind the recollection of Him for whose wor- 
ship this prood temple had loisen. Every thing 
tended to keep elive the idea of worldly distinc- 
tion, instead of inculcating a lesson of common and 
universal humilhy in the presence of the Eternal. 
Though so ill adapted for the exercise of the re- 
formed worship, St. Paul's would serre nobly to 
give effect to the splendid ceremonial of the Ro- 
man Church. Were the screen removed, the or- 
gan placed at one side, the heavy pulpit, standing 
in the centre and obstructing the view of the altar, 
replaced by one of lighter construction, standing 
against a column at one side, and the whole view 
left unbroken from the door, what unnumbered 
diouaands of the faithful might then fill the vast 
area, contemplating the ceremony which commem- 
(Hates the sacrifice whichhas saved them, as the 
noble anthem fills the nave and reverberates in the 
hoDow of the dome, their sotils melting with devo- 
tion, and all offering to Heaven the incense of a 
common adoration ! 

Loitermg about the aisles and angles of the vast 
pile, I paused to look at various monuments here 
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erected to the memoTy of the Ulustrions dead. 
Among other honoured names, I read those o{ Dr. 
Johnstm, and Howard the philanthropist ; but the 
greater number were those of naval or military he- 
roes. That of Johnson and a few otliets wete well 
executed ; but, for the most part, they were exe- 
crably bad in design and of Worse execution.' Al- 
most all of thetn represented land or sea officers in 
the act of dying in battle. Some had their uni- 
forms and epaulets ; some were naked ; all, how- 
ever, were encouraged by Britamiia, or some other 
female genius, who stood over them in the act of 
ctowoing them with a wreath of laurel, but hav- 
ing motO'tli^ air of being-bent on the merciful er- 
rand of taking them out of pain by knocking their 
brains out with a powerful fist, armed with a great 
.stone. 

If, however, the sculpture were for the most 
part bad, the inscriptirais struck me as being in 
most instances beautiful ; those of Johosoa and 
of Nelson pleased me greatly ; and, as I stood in 
the centre of this mighty temple, with the dome 
overhead, and whatever is grand and imposing 
around me, I £rst fully appreciated the noble sim- 
plicity and beauty of that inscription in honour ot 
the architect, which I had before so often thought 
of and so greatly admired. My countrymen are 
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doiibtless aware that there is no monument, either 
here or elsewhere, to the architect who designed, 
began, and finished this stupendous edifice. OTer 
the entrance to the choir is a brief inscription to the 
following effect : — " Here beneath hes Christopher 
Wren, builder of this Church and City, who lived 
more than ninety years, not for his own, but the 
public go(Td. Reader ! if you seek his monument, 
— ^lopk around you !" 

Having partially satisfied my curiosity below, I 
wfts vei^ glad to ^spape the pestering and intrusive 
horde of showmen, and make my way up to the 
whispering-gallery whigh encircles the dome. A 
neat iioa ruling runs round the circuit of the coi^ce 
and forms a sectire promenade, whence you con- 
template the d(»ne tmd its storied frescoes above, or 
look down, with dizzy wonder on the pavement and 
the loitering visiters beneath your feet. Having 
reached the point immediately opposite the en- 
trance to the gallery, I was invited, with several 
others who happened to be there, to sit down and 
put my head to the wall. We obeyed ; and pres- 
ently we beard the whisperer say very audibly, 
" This church was built by Sir Christopher Wren. 
It was finished in thirty-five years, having only one 
architect, one master-mason, and during the life- 
time of one Bishop of London. It cost one mill- 
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ion five hundred thousand pounds. The sound of 
this little door" — here he illustrated what he was 
going to say by bringing it to widi a tremendous 
jar — " is as loud as the report of the heaviest can- 
non." This done, he went on to describe the sky- 
light, the frescoes; and all else. I thought him par- 
ticularly civil, and he spoke moreover v«jf tolera- 
ble English. Nothing, indeed, could equal the 
grace and courtesy with which, when I was going 
out, he incUned his head, saying, with a winning 
unction, " If you please to leave any thing for the 
whisperer, sir, that is at your pleasure." 
t Having seen the library, the great bell,' the tro- 
phies and tinsel omameDts used in- the funeral of 
Nelson, and the model which imbodiei Wren's 
original and favourite idea for the plan of this 
church, and which, however I had heard it 
praised, struck me as less simple and less beauti- 
fiit than that which was eventually adopted, I con- 
tinued the ascent, tq}waids, in search of ibs view 
from the summit As I advanced laboriously I 
had time to study and to admire the construction 
of the dome, which is very extraordinary. 

It consists of three separate shells, springing 
from a common base, but separating and becoming 
distinct and- detached at the top. The inner one, 
which forms the dome as seen fi^m vrithin, is of 
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hemispheiic fbrm- It is built of brick. A short 
distance from its ba«e, a second dome, likewise of 
brick, springs from the first, and ascending with a 
curre of a much greater ciicle, goes far above the 
inner shell, terminating in the key-stone and lan- 
tern which supports the ball. Still encompassing 
this seoood shell is a third, which constitutes the 
dome as seen from without, and whose curve is 
thought to be singularly beautifd. It is fonned 
of wood and iron, most ingeniously combined, and 
protected fnxn the weather by a^ sheathing of lead. 
It is ribbed and subdiTided, not unlike an orange 
after the outer peel is lemoved. Making my way 
upwards between the two interior shells of this 
singular construction, I did not pause until I found 
myself at the very summit in the hall itself, into 
which I dragged myself with somewhat more diffi- 
culty than in going through the lubber's hole, by per- 
pendicular steps. This ball, which is constructed 
of copper, is very ingenious, and, no doubt, very 
stTfHig also, though, as the wind rushed through it 
and aiouud it with a noise not unlike that of spHt 
canvass, or when whistling tbroRgh the blocks and 
rigging, and the whole swayed, and yielded, and 
vihr^ed sensibly, I indulged in speculations coa- 
ceming the piubabJe result of an aerial voyage in 
this copper balloon should it detach itself, and how 
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one would feel while on the journey to the church- 
yaid at the bottom, and the particular shape that 
the balloon would be likely to assume, as well as 
that of my own wool-gathering head, when they 
should come to examine us. To these specula- 
tions, the din of the world below, the ribrating and 
perceptible twitching of the ball, and the mournful 
sighing of the wind as I seemed to sail mad^ 
through it, gave a nervous and exciting, yet, strai^ 
to say, by no means displeasing reality. 

Descending from the ball, I presenUy entered 
upon a light gallery which encircles the top of the 
dome at the base of the lantern. This is the sta- 
tion from which the most extensive and complete 
view of London is commanded. The elevation of. 
the eye enables it to overlook an extent of the sur- 
rounding country, bounded only by the limits of the 
horizon. There are, however, sufficient obstruc- 
tions in the way of an extensive view ; one of which 
is the prevailing haziness of the atmosphere even 
in the finest weather, and the other the gloom im- 
parted to the peculiar atmosphere of this vast me- 
tropoUs by the use of coal as the sole article of 
fuel. In fine weather, however, in midsummer, 
when the days are the longest, and fires are only 
necessary for cuhnary purposes, arid at the rising 
of the stm, when they are not yet li^ it is possible 
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to obtain a view of some extent from tbe dome of 
St. Paul's. 

It was in.thisway that die laborious and talented 
aitist who has so nobly executed the panorama of 
London, which strangers shoidd £rst viiit for the 
purpose of learning something of the metropolis, 
was able to make the drawings which he has since 
expanded into the master-piece exhibitedin the Co- 
liseum. In Older to accomplish his object he is 
said to have lived for a year or more in the dome 
of St- Paul's, for the purpose -of being at his post 
at the early hour at which alone any thing is dis- 
tinctly visible. 

My attention was first attracted to the noble 
object upon which I stood pinnacled, the dome and 
the church below. The roof was flat, leaded, and 
having canals and conduits ingeniously ccmtriTed 
to carry off the water ; the towers on the front, 
though in any other situation they would be com- 
manding objects, were dwindled into insignificance 
from this elevation of near three hundred and fif^ 
feet ; and tbe sutue of St. Paul seemed tbe merest 
pigmy, though composed of enormous masses of 
stone strongly clamped together with iron.' Ex- 
tending my view beyond the Cathedral, I &ncied 
that I could trace out the situation of London in a 
species of basin enclosing the Thaines, and sor- 
20* 
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rounded by an amphftheatre of hills, so low as 
scarce to merit the name. The whole of this im- 
mense space, was covered with the habitations of 
man. In general they were roofed with red tile or 
black slate ; and from every chimney arose a thread 
of deecy smoke, which, incorporating itself with the 
black canopy which overspread the metropolis, over- 
hung the whole scene with a species of secondary 
and artificial night, which seemed to give the lie to 
the noonday sun, whose rays, struggling through at 
various points, were strangely reflected &om the 
slate roofs on which ^ey shone. 

The mass of habitations was everywhere inter- 
spersed with the steeples of churches ; one which 
was pointed out to me as being St. Dunstan's, alone 
struck me as being curious, and there was not one 
which conveyed the impression of any beauty ; in- 
deed, throughout my whole morning's walk, I had 
only seen one church whichiwas not absolutely ill- 
looking. Intermingled with the steeples, chimneys 
of enormous height ro^e solitary and unsustained. 
They were connected with steam-engines and 
manufactories, 'and were perpetually vomiting forth, 
as if in rivalry, a stnoke as dense and infernal as 
that of Vesuvhis whea Oa the eve of an im^ption. 

On all sides, as .far as the eye could reach, the 
■olid mass was seen to extend itself, ezcept only 
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in the direction of the wind, where the smoke being 
lees, it was poesible to determine its hmits. Even 
there the compact masses of building continued 
along the great avenuesr cccaaionally expanding 
into Tast suburbs. The frequent occunence of 
reeerred squares, planted with trees, and set apart 
as promenades for the recreation of the neighbour- 
ing inhabitants, was the most pleasing feature in 
the character of a scene which had little in it that 
was attractiTe. To be sure, they were at that sea 
son stripped of their foliage, and without verdure to 
delight the eye ; but they conveyed to the mind the 
aeaurance that the idea of health, comfort, and em- 
bellishment, found a place in the thoughts of this 
busy throng, and that amid all the triumphs of 
utility, something had' been conceded to the dic- 
tates of good taste. 

By fiti the most conspicuous object in the scen« 
was the river. It wound its way through the vast 
metropolis like a huge artery, serving to entertain 
health and cleanliness, and to funiish a ready and 
convenient communication. JUany bridges, some 
of them beauti^l, and all t>f them picturesque, 
spanned the stream, and opened. a passage for 
thronging multitudes from bank to bank, while trim 
wherries, borne quickly by the tide, and the efforts 
of the glancing oais, were seen shooting the bridges 
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and darting at right angles to the rapid rehicles 
above ; coal-boats and liver-craft might be seen 
moTing more sIuggiBhly, and lowering their masts 
with their darkly-tanned sails as they approached 
the arches. 

Below the last bridge the scene was of a difler- , 
ent character, for there the port of Lratdon might 
be said to commence, and commerce displayed 
herself in her most active and imposing forms. Far 
in the distance, a forest of masts and yards, min- 
gling with the habitations, showed where stood 
those immense artificial basins, the docks of Lon- 
don, which the enterprise ef bar citizens has hol- 
lowed out to give security to commerce. Oppo- 
site to the entrances of these, large ships might be 
seen preparing to descend the river and put to aea ; 
or, having just arrived, making ready to haul into 
dock and deliver up the freighted luxuries which 
they were bringing as a ^bute from the remotest 
comers of the world. Between these and the Lon- 
don bridge were masses of inferior vessels, lying 
in solid tiers, and moored head and stem. There 
were colliers and coasting- vessels, which were dis- 
charging their cargoes in lighters, to be carried to 
the vaiious coal-yards along die river, to supply, 
with one of its most argent and universal wants, 
ao vast a population. 

'■ r,„,..<„,Gc)Og[c 
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Unnumbered ateamcTs were rapidly glancing 
over, the crowded tborough&re, a»d the muddy, un- 
sightly stream, as it swept away tbe pollutions of 
such an overgrown meuopolis, and w<»md its way 
between banks lined with die most ill-built, ruin- 
ous, and squalid edifices, if not an object of pleas- 
ing contemiJation, yet offered a scene of unbounded 
animation and activity- 

In this respect it was nowise inferior to the 
movement, in another sense, which was going on in 
the streets below, especially in that great thorough- 
fare which, connecting Ludgate Hill with Cheap- 
side, half encircled St. Paul's. Here were equipa- 
ges of every possible kind, and all sorts of vehicles, 
whether luxurious or useful The noises were un- 
bounded and deafening ; for this was the most busy 
and populous part of the busiest and most popu- 
lous city in the world. The bells rang ; the wheels 
clattered; the hoofs of the struggling horses re- 
sounded on the pavement, and the elegant cads 
offered their services in carrying the by-standers to 
Kensington or the Bank ; while the horn-blowing 
noses of Jew pedlers resounded perpetually and 
unvaryingly with "Clao! Clao! Clao!" I was 
deafened by the clamour, disheartened and over- 
come. The noise, the atmosphere, the combina* 
tion of ill odours, the smoke and sooty particles 
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which floated in die air, and which bad reduced 
my face and linen to the dark condition of almost 
every thing I saw, all combined to overpower me 
with languor and exhaustloni 

Descending in all haste, I at length reached the 
pavement of the church, where the ticket-aellers 
and showmea were imp<artunh)g two strangers who 
bad just entered, while two old women were quar- 
reUing about some spoil, in the divisloa of which 
one of them had been guilty of treachery, and who 
seemed on the point of coming to blows. Hav- 
ing waited in vain in the expectation of witnessing 
a scattering of caps and hair, I went forth from 
that noble temple with feelings atrangel}^ mingled 
of admiration at its grandeur, of veneration for tbe 
genius which had conceived, and the power which 
had executed it, of awe for that divine reUgion 
which could inspire the hearts of men to so stu- 
pendous an undertaking, and of unmeasured dis- 
gust for those faithless stewards of its divine mys- 
teries who, already provided with the superabtm- 
dant means of a luxury such as was anknown to 
their divine Master and his bumble disctplesibave 
tonverted this noble teqiple, which devotion has 
raised to honour God, into a den of thtevcB and 
money-changers. 

BMD OF vo^. I. 

,,,.<!,> Google 



y7 



AMERICAN IN ENGLAND. 



THE AUTHOR OF " k TEAR IM SPAIN." 



kc kHi B ■!«• <IT Aid u nU u J 



IN TWO TOtmE 

VOL. 11. 



NEW-YORK: 
HARPER & BROTHERS, 82 CLIFF-STREET. 



18 35. 

,, -.=,..,Gooj^[c 



[Entered, ucording to Act of Congnu*. in Itw jretr IS3S, bj 
m the ClBrk'i Office ul [be duuOieni Uutnct of Naw-Vaik.] 



,> Google 



CONTENTS. 



CHAPTER I. 



CHAPTER II. 

THE CITY. 



CHAPTER III. 

BXCCftsioH TO THE T0NNBL. 



CHAPTER IV. 

THE RIVEB. 



CHAPTER V. 

OHNIBTB ADVENTURES. 

St CatbtHne'i Doak — PwldiDgtcni Omnilnii—PartT at Pmen a B U 
A BkickMla— Angel Inn— PentnnTiUe— Adelphi TlieUie, . . tS 



4 CONTEKTS. 

CHAPTEE VI. 

: IN LONDON. 



Chnreh— Drire to Hyde Paik— Aprier Htnw— The Paik— Eqni- 
pig«a— Air of the Oraups— Zoological Oirdoie— A Helsncbolr 
Mooker Page 86 

CHAPTER VII. 

NOTEHBER IN LONDON- 

RiJnT Stieeti — AdieDtures m the Mud — A cU's-mrat Uerdunt — 
Umbralliu — Leboiu Exchange — ConTenation lA Wockk* — Bobt. 
Owen to 

CHAPTER VIII. 

ISLINGTON. 

Liston — Romore to lalington — Scenm frooi Window — SaboitnB 
Romblai — Habit* of Retired Citiiena — Lile of Secloeioii — Snb- 
jecta fix Emigntioo, US 

CHAPTER IX. 

DRIVE TO BRIOHTON. 

Dart Coach—Scene at Starting — Subuibe — Beueiolent InatitatioDe 
—Bura] Taatea of EngUshmen — Scenei at the Roadiide — Fellow- 
T™>ellera — Their Comeiaaliim — Brighton— Church— Albion 
Hotel. 137 

CHAPTER X. 

BRIGHTON. 

■■Tilion— Palace—SCablee— A fine Dar—Huidle Race— High Wind 

—The Race— The Eiplanade . Retnm to LondoD— CoDTBreitioo 



CHAPTER XI. 



tnuWinu — Calebnlioa by Popolue — CompuiHO wilb CMbcdie 

CooDliies — WeMminater Abbe^— Exterior— Interior — SemOM — 
Sennon— Tombs— Den of a great Publiaher 193 

CHAPTER XII, 

DEPARTURE FROM ENGLAND. 

Leare London — Spread Eagle Coach— Road to Doier — Steamei — 

Voyage — FBllow-lraTBllBi»— Duembareation — Hotel Qnillacq — 

CkMnpaiison of Fnnee and England — CtHieliiBim, .... 317 



..„, Google 



..Google 



AMERICAN IN ENGLAND. 



IBS CITY. 



IBaUAng* — Stiopi — Tebiclea — City PoptriHtlmi — Btiidt Of Eiigind 
— Stock y Trhfciy *ijJinjat FTrhanpi lilojd^^ 

HAvirnr seen St. Paul's Chorch widi the itten* 
tiim that it merited, I eet forward to cosqilete my 
ufinuhed ramble city-ward. Making the half 
circaitoftheCatheiinl,! entered Cheapside, which 
continneB the thorough&re from Holborn and Fleet* 
•lieet to the Bank. On the right, at no gretf 
diBtance, itands the celebrated church of St. Mary- 
l»>Baw. Though buHt by Sir Christopher Wren, 
it has DO beauty ; and is not a little disfigured by 
a huge clock projecting from the tower forward into 
the street, like a sign from a Tillage inn. It ex- 
hibits the hour up and down the street at far as the 
•tmo sphere will permit the eye to distinguish ; and 
BO doubt tends, by its friendly admonition, to stim- 
idate the impatience of the busy throng who urge 
Ji>rw«iid in «)d)er direction. Bow Ciwrcfa ii et- 



teemed the rery focus of ihe Citj' The man who 
is bom within ihe sound of its bells may claim to 
be a genuine citizen ; and if he have nerer been be- 
yond the reach of the same radius, he is a cock- 
ney indeed, in whom there is no ^ile. 

Many of the buildings here seemed more an- 
cient than any I had yet seen in London ; and, in 
looking down some of the courts and passages, 
there were others in which this appearance of an- 
tiquity was still more striking. Every thing spoke 
of trade and its triumphs. Each house was a shop 
of some sort. Here, as in all other parts of the 
town, the stalls of the butchers, and the sell- 
ers of whatever is connected with the sustenance 
of the teeming population, were intermingled with 
the other shops. I was struck, as I had repeatodly 
been in my walk through Uie Stnuiil, with the ex- 
treme neatness of the fishmongers' stands. They 
were often beautifully fitted, having large, white, 
cool-looking marble slabs to expose the fish on. 
This is a great business in London ; for these fish- 
mongers not only supply the capital, but also most 
of the provincial towns, to the distance of a hundred 
miles or more, and sometimes even those that are 
situated on the coast. I was afterward assured at 
Brighton that most of the fish consumed there is 
drawn' from London. It is the great market to- 



wards which every thing diiects itself, secure of 
on inBlant purchase and a regultii price. Besides, 
many of the ^hermeD have standing contracts to 
supply all that they take to particular fishmongers i 
many of «4toiB hare indeed large fortunes, the 
fruits of a life of assiduous industry- 

The press in Cheapside was far greater than 
in the Stnmd ; for Holbom had also poured in its 
tribute of vehicles and pedestrians. En<nmous 
carts and wagons, drawn by horses of corre- 
sponding bulk, piled high with merchandise, and 
covered with the black and dismal-looking pall of 
a huge tarpaulin, were intermingled with ponder- 
ous brewers' carts, with elephant-like horses, whose 
siiK, already preposterous, was lendNvd more so 
by the contcast of donkey or dog-carts impiediately 
beside them. There were also abundance of stage- 
coaches, cabs, and omnibuses, and throngs of the 
priTate equipages of the morerich. Many of these 
were elegit ; but in general they were inferior in 
^pearance to those I had seen in Westminster. 
Sometimes the coachman and horses had e(]ua% a 
fat, coarse, and ill-bred look, and the clumsy and 
ponderous carriages were often ornamented in a 
preposterous taste, having coats of arms of por- 
tentous dim&nsions, covering a whole panel. Some 
horsemen were followed by their grooms, who not 
a3 
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mfrequenUy wera loutish-luoking fellows, bediz- 
ened with glaring livery, and wilh a want of com- 
pleleness in theii costume, as if Uiey had been 
taken suddenly from household or other duties, 
tsd were unequipped for equestrian eperationt, 
tad not at home in the saddle. 

Many citizens rode in tilburies, with theii ser- 
vanta beside them; others got over the ground 
Bore modestly in gigs drawn by pony horses, and 
often having very low wheels, to accommodate 
tbem to the stature of a donkey. This seemed to 
me the next step to not riding at all. I noticed 
that, notwithstanding. the moist and rainy character 
q£ the climate, few of the ' gigs had heads ; 
whereas with us, where it seldom rains, and, when 
it does, not Buddenly, and without warning or note 
of preparation, almost all the vehicles of lusury 
are provided with this protection from the weather. 
I found afterward that English people delight to be 
in the open air, and have a horror of bebg shut up. 
Perhaps this is a taste which they imbibe in ii^ 
&ncy and childhood, from being accustomed, in all 
weathers, to take exercise out of doors, and to 
brave the elements. These worthy citizens had a 
blnff, sturdy, and wholesome look. They were 
well buttoned and shawled, and sat up in their gigs 
with an independent air, though I will not answer 
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that they would still have retaioed it in the ariato- 
cralic, and, to ibem, humbling atmosphere of tha 
Weat End. 

Cheapside brought me to the Poultry, and lh« 
Poultry to Thread-needle- street. Nothing can be 
more dark, gloomy, and overpowering to the soul 
that delights in bright colours, and is alive to the 
Afey influences, than this region of banks, Jews, 
and money-changers, where merchants congregata 
for the transaction of the weightiest affairs. A 
perpetual twilight reigns over this region, and ail 
the surrounding objects are of a murky hue ; the 
streets and aide-walks, which are cumbered with 
mud, scarce suffice to give place to the vast multi- 
tude who ihrongthilherto offer sacrifices to mam- 
mon. I fancied that I could discover much differ* 
ence between the money-hunters of this region and 
those of similar places in my own country. These 
were fuller, fatter, more rosy, more delitftrate, and 
more staid. They seemed very intent indeed ia 
the pursuit of gain, but by no means so impatient; 
willing enough to arrive at the result, but not dis- 
posed to run the risk of breaking the neck in th« 
pursuit on the skirting up of some unseen stum- 
bling-block. In Wall-street the same sort of men 
would look lean, hungry, unquiet g their hands, 
erasping bonds, stock'certificates, and promissory 
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notes, would tremble like a gambler with his last 
decisive c&tdi as they might be seen crossing the 
streM in a hop and a jump, darting like lightning 
up the steps of a bank or ensurance-officei or plun- 
ging, like an escaping felon, into the low dark den 
of a broker. 

When I rejoined my friend, he had prepared for 
me the gratification of seeing the Bank. It stood 
hard by, a gloomy, prison-like building, of simple 
architecture, witfaoat external windows, and black- 
ened by the coal smoke. The Bank is of quadran- 
gular form, nearly, for its figure is not quite regu- 
lar, nor the angles all right angles ; it contains eight 
open courts. The rotunda is a spacious circular 
room, with a dome and lantern, where all the stock 
transactions were made preTious to the erection of 
the Stock Exchange. The prison-like air of the 
exterior was well sustained by the darkness that 
reigned within, making lights necessary almost 
ereiywhere, by the massive construction of the 
walls and arches, the impregnable character of the 
doors and fastenings, and the air of stillness, quiet- 
ness, and mysterious solemnity which marked the 
appearance and manner of the liveried officials. 
The wan clerks, whose faces were shone upon 
by the conflicting light from without and from 
within, as they pored over huge tomes, had the air 



of familiars of the InquUition studjring the bloody 
records of its triuinphs. 

Thiou^^ the polilenesa of one of the h^^Mr 
fimctioii&ries,we had an cfipertuoity of seeing tome 
of the morfr. secret recesses of the sanctuary. 
Thue we were shown into an enormous vault, piled 
high with bullion, and wbere they were bringing in 
on hand-carts Botne pigs of bilver, which had just 
arrived in a cruiser from Mexico, and which was 
handled with as little ceremony ae lead, or some 
other baser though more useful metal, to which the 
ctmsent of the world had not given a factitious 
value. I saw also the room in which hse pre- 
served, and arranged conveniently for reference, 
all the notes that have ever been issued by the 
Bank ; for whenever a note above a certain value, 
which I believe to be ten pounds, is brought to the 
Bank, it is uever reissued, but cancelled and put on 
file. 

In another room are kept the more interesting 
scraps of paper, which are yet in all the glory of 
then: power. Here I was not permitted.to enter, 
not being a Bank director ; but the guaidian of this 
precious deposite, thinking to gratify me, brought 
me a small bundle, and placing it in my hand, told 
me I held five millions of pounds sterling. As I 
poised the feathery burden, I tevohed in my mmd 
2 
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the idea of all the comforts of rarious kinds that, 
these bits of paper would enable a man to surround 
himself witb. Though I could notqiiite convince 
myself that contentment would surely be of the 
number, yet I felt for the moqient a little avaricious. 
I think it would be a Tery good idea fur a father, 
who was anxious to cherish a money-gelling dispo- 
sition m bis son, to conduct him at the outset of 
life to a place like this, giving him to poise the paper 
treasure while he pictured to himself its exchange* 
able Value in houses, lands, possessions, and equi- 
pages, and permitting him to gloat over the heaped> 
vp masses of gold and silver that cumber the vaults 
with all the profuse abundance of any commoB 
commodity. 

In coming out of the Bank by a different door 
from that by which we had gone in, I was struck 
by the appearance of a woman standing beside it, 
whose dress and countenance too surely told of 
insanity. Her face was thin, wan, and corpse-Uke, 
while the ghaailiness of its expression was mach 
enhanced by its being moat preposterously rouged. 
This effect was further augmented by the contrast- 
ing character of her dress, which was a deep 
mourning suit ; much faded, draggled, and weather- 
worn. She stood tall and erect beside the door, 
though poor evidently, yet not with the air of a sup- 



'jdiant, bnt rather like the miatresi of some Indly 
mansion, receiving ever and anon, with a nod of 
welcome and of condescGosIon, the guests whom 
her hosfH^ity had sumoioned. 

I was not at all surprised to hear that ibe 
belieTed the Bank and all in it la be hera ; indeed, 
her air and manner bad already carried me to that 
conclusion. I was, however, quite at fault in mj 
conjectures as to the exciting cause which had 
brought on so great a calamity. I fancied it some 
oft-told tale of sudden reverse of fortune; of posses- 
sions swept away in a single mad speculation ; an 
empoverished family, with prospects blighted, and 
hopes irreparably crushed. But 1 found a melan- 
choly pleasure in discovering that .it had its origin 
in something more honourable to her woman's 
heart It was occasioned by a sudden revulsion 
of grief and horror at her brother's being hung for . 
forgery. Her harmless delusion about the posses- 
sion of the Bank, which is the only remaining .com- 
fort of her maniac existence, is nourished and kept 
alive by the benevolence of the officerscf the insti- 
tution, who from time to lime minister from its 
funds such little sums as are necessary for hw 
maintenance. 

I do not believe in banks ; I tbink,^ — perhaps it is 
only a prejudice, for I know Uttle about it, — that 
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they give facilities to individDalB and to nations for 
their own destmction and that of otberB. Hy 
predilectiODa are in favour of haid money, and I am 
an entire convert to the doctrines of Cobbett, that 
clever and sagacious rogue ; hut I think that.if be- 
nevoleoce, ezercised with good feeling, and taking 
counsel of good taste, can bring a blesBtng on one 
at these institotians, the BAnk of England is surely 
entitled to one, for fevooring the delusion, while it 
ministers to the wants, of this poor heart-brokeii 
woman. 

The Stock Exchange is at no great distance 
from the Bank. It is a building erected at the 
e^>eDBe of the Stock Brokers, where they meet for 
the purchase and sale of stocks, and who fam an 
association, into which dq individual is admitted 
except by ballot, and from which any one not 
meeting his engagements or pa3ring his losses in 
the gambling and illegal operations which form no 
inconsiderable portion of what is done here, is liabla 
to disgraceful exclusion; for here also, as in oiher 
similar places, there is a sort of sense of honour. 

A distinguished merchant who accompanied us 
inquired for a broker to whom he was known, in 
order to place us under his convoy, not being 
desirous to be seen there himself, or wishing to 
expose us to the very rou^ treatment to which 
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intruders and sight-gazere are liable^ for the 
youngs members of the fraternity, charging them- 
selves with keeping the ring, are wont to fix their 
eyes upon strangers and interlopers, and discourage 
theii return by running against them, treading on 
their toes, and, if they become refractory, hustling 
' them out. Not being accustomed to this pecu- 
liar discipline, we had no desire to run the risk 
of entiountering it. The porter, to whom the 
name of the brokei we expected to see had been 
given, thrust his head through an aperture opening 
on the Exchange room, and called it repeatedly, 
when, not being answered, he pronounced the indi- 
vidual absent. 

There was a most rapid circulation, a perpetual 
opening and shutting of doors, and a hungry, eager, 
impatient look about the frequenters of this place, 
which not a little reminded me of Wall-street. All 
seemed talking together, and in a rapid tone ; many 
were oying out, so niany consols, or so many Cortes 
bonds, at such a price, naming it, while the lower 
conversation of those who gossiped instead of bar- 
gained was carried on in the unintelhgible jargon 
of the Alley, in which often occurred such words as 
"bears, bulls," and something about " lame ducks," 
which last I took for granted were at all events no 
subjects for envy. 
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The far-famed Royal Exchange is « boMing of 
nUier pleasing form and arcbilectmc, com^otely 
buured howeter in its appeantnce, like all the ottm 
•difices in ibis part o( LondoD, by die conlradicttny 
kctipn of tke smoke and rains. The dome, whtdi 
liumounu the fnml, terminates in ^ golden waaUi- 
ercock in the form of a grasshopper, out of com- 
^iment to Sir Thbrnas Gresham, the original 
founder of the EKchange, that being hia crest 
S(»ne idea of (he rush, the throng, and the hum 
which prevail in ^is busy neighbourhood, may 
be formed from the fact that near three- hundred 
thousand people are daily cmiputed to pass ii 
front of this edifice along Cornhiil, and perhaps ai 
Bqual number by the back, in Thread-Qeedle-stieet. 
The front is adorned with, columns and etatuea, 
and the entrance to Change is untter a maaaire ar- 
cade and portico. 

Before gning to Chtmge we went into Lloyds'- 
Thjs is an association of capitalists who meet is 
ftn apartment of the Exchange, for the purpose of 
ensuring ressels and their cargoes. The risks an 
divKied amonga number of individuals, each putting 
his name down to pay a certain emn in the STeHt 
of loss, wh«nce their name 4^ underwriters. By 
luTing a great number of small risks, theti pnemt- 
ums enable them to pay an occasional loss, and leave 



ihem in possessioa c^a hudgoine income to compen- 
<Bte them for iheir time. Most <^ them are people 
who have grown rich by trade, and having retired 
with capital t^iudifying them for the responiibility 
«f nnderwriting, rewft to this as an occupalirmaad 
means of excilemeat, unattended, in ordinary ud 
peaceful times, with any extreme risk. 

The underwiiterB wsre seated about at ranous 
•mail lables, ha*ing pen' and piqier before them; 
-some gossiping ahout disasters at. sea and reports 
«f shipwreck, others transacting business and ta- 
king risks. I was presented to one of these gei^ 
^men, and afler a moment's conversation about 
the mode of transacting business here, and one or 
two questions, he rather abruptly asked me the na- 
ture of the risk, little dreaming how odd the ques* 
tion would sound in the ears of one whose worldly 
goods consisted in little else beside what he csr- 
hed with him. Refireshments were semd to those 
who bad access to this establishment, which 
•eemed to be much affected by merchants and 
skippers. Hence its name of Ct^fee-House, and 
that of Lloyds' doubtless came irom the individual 
publican at whose house capitalists first assembled 
to ensure. There are likewise Stock CompaBies 
for eosuranoe in London as with us ; but most of 
^ conmercial ensurance is still done by prir«te 
underwriters. 



Leanng LIsyds', we descended to the interior 
court of the building, wheie the Exchange is held. 
This is a very beautiful quadrangle, haviog an 
open ppace uncovered in the centre, which is en- 
closed by langes of piazzas, for die purpose of fur- 
nishing shelter to those who attend the Exchange 
in very bad weather. That the Change sbotlld be 
held throughout the year thus in the open air, or 
simply under cover icom the rain, without exclu- 
sion of the external air, is a fact attesting thenild- 
ness of the climate, though still, with all' allow- 
, ance for this, the practice must ' be attended with 
great inconvenience, exposure, and eacrifice of coto- 
fort. The covered pi^za is flanked widiin by a 
range of arches and pilasters, and besides being 
tastefully ornamented, is enlivened by a collection 
of statues arranged around the quadrangle. These 
are of various British king;. In the centre stands 
a statue of Charles II., with troops of attendant 
Cupids. I suppose the ciccuitistance of this king's 
being selected to fill the post of honour is owing to 
the reconstruction of the Exchange during his 
reign ; for there could have been little congenially 
between his tastes and those of the frugal, indus- 
trious, and honest traders for whose uses it was 
erected. His talents were for prodigality and 
waste, theirs for production and reproduction, econ- 
omy and thrift. 
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It was four o'clock, and tbe Exchange, was in 
all its glory as we entered it. The vast open area 
was yreUnigh iuU, and many groups loitered be- 
hind Ihe columns in the obscurity of the piazzas- 
The different quarters of the world were each rep- 
resented by a'particular division ; at the part af- 
fected by Americans I felt quite at home, the more 
so that I had an opportunity of shaking h^ds 
with our worthy captain. The sight of so many 
■Americans did not a little contribute to stimulate 
my pride of country. It was impossible to avoid 
comparing the American captains who were there, 
with the coaiser skippers of the land. They were 
well dressed, respectable-loo^g men, in nowise 
distinguishable in their. air and manners from the 
best people around them ; while the British cap- 
tains were coarse, rugged, tough of speech, not 
unfrequently dressed in round jackets, and almost 
always with a red and blistered nose and a fiery 
eye. To look at them, one plight be disposed to 






•ay, however, these last are the best sailors, the 
true rough knots ; the others are too much of-gen- 
tlemen. Not at all; there never was a greater 
mistake. Pick out the most gentlemanlike of the 
Americans, and the most nautical -looking Briton, 
and start them off logelher on any given service, <x 
to any remote corner of the world, and the Ameri- 
can will beat him twenty per cent lU least in his 
pasBages ; perhaps he will get back — and there is 
no absurdity in the supposition, for it happens coo- 
Stanlly — before the other arrives at his desUnation. 
What is the reason of ibis difference ? Why, the 
American has a reputation to sustain or to form; 
be has soiaeihing to lose or to gain. He is proba- 
bly part or whole owner of the-aoble ship he stands 
Hpon, and his time is valuable to hkn. He is not 
toiling for a pittance ; he is labouring to secure bim- 
adf an independence, and a comTortable home tat 
the evening of life. 

The contrast in the appearance and characters 
of this class of men in the two countries, is the 
best illustration of the two very different systems 
of society existing in England and America. In 
England, owing to Hie peculiar character of the 
government, the vest accumulations of wealth, and 
its concentration in a few Iiands, in which the le- 
gislation has for centuries been placed, and natu* 



rally and necessarily exercised in tbeir own inter- 
ests, a state of things has been brought about, the 
inevitable consequence of which is, that one man 
sows and another reaps ; the poor labour, and toil, 
and sweat; and the rich luxuriate and enjoy< 
Hence recklessness, indifference, servility, and the 
absence of pride, among the iafsHor classes. la 
America, on the contrary, where the labourer is ia 
truth wonhy of hia hire, there is nothing to check 
or limit the ardour of individual exertion- 

Theee American ceplAins have entered upon life 
with DO superior advant^es over the others. For 
the "most part from New-England, they have left 
their homes at an early age, with nothing beyond 
the plain good education, the religious principles, 
and the sound morality, nowise inconaistent witb 
the love of thrift, which that model of a common- 
wealth furnishes to the humblest of bei children. 
They go to sea first as common sailors i and re- 
maining for years in the aame employ, by perseve- 
rance in good conduct, sobriety, and assiduous at- 
tention to the interests intrusted to thein, they 
gradually win their way to the confidence of cap- 
tains and owners, form a character for theoiselves, 
and at the age of five-and -twenty or thirty years, 
find themselves in command, with an interest in tho 
vetiel which they sail. Meantime their minds, 
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furnished at the outset with the foundation of a 
substantial education, have become imprOTod and 
liberalized by reading, and estensi,Te intercourse 
with various parts of the world. Tbeii mannere, 
too, are gradually formed, and not being oppressed 
or kept down by any humbling sense of inferiority, 
they acquire a dignified, manly, and republican de- 
meanour. Fronli the moment these young men be- 
come shipmasters, they are admitted at once to 
such a share in the profits of the trade, as blends 
their interests completely with that of their owners. 
Their fortune may be said to be dready made. In 
a few years they usually retire as proprietors, to 
lire in comfort and contentment in the country in 
which they were bom, in s<»ne peaceful village in 
the land of steady hahita, and in sight of the sea. 

But to return firom this digression, which the 
very different appearance of these nautical worthies 
seemed naturally to suggest, and for which I have 
endeavoured to furnish a sufficient reason, let us 
continue our rambles round this scene of bustle and 
animation. . On reaching the eastern side I was 
struck with the regal air of a man who was leanii^ 
against one of the columns, with his face towards 
the courtyard, giving audiMKe to a crowd of sup- 
pliants. He was a very conunon-looking person, 
with heavy features, flabby, pendent lips, and a 
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projectiDg fisb-eye. His figure, which waa stout, 
awkwaid, and ungainly, was enretoped in the loose 
folds of an ample ssitdut. Yet there was some- 
thing conunanding in his air and manner, and the 
deferential respect which seemed Tolimtarily reo- 
dered to him by those who approached him showed 
that i» was no ordinary peraoQ. " Who is Uiat V 
■was the natural question. " The img of the Jews," 
The persona crowding round were ' presenting 
bills of exchange. He would glance for a moment 
at a paper, return it-witJi an affirmatoiy nod, and 
turn to the next IndividuaV preBsing forward for an 
audience. Two ■ welUlooking young men, with 
somewhat of an air of dandyism, stood 1)eside htm, 
making tnemoraoda to assist in the recollectioo <^ 
bargains, regulating the whole continental exchange 
of the day. Even without this assistance he is 
said to be able to call to mind every bargain that he 
has made. The most singular stories are tt^ cf 
the business habits of this extraordinary individual, 
nrho manceuvres stocks and loans with as much 
'skill, and not always without the same important 
effect, as Napoleon did aimies and artillery. His 
faTourite study is said to be looking over his bills 
of exchange ; these ue his literary pets — ^they are 
both poetry and prose to him ; with these he com- 
munes by the hour. It is said that be can, aa any 
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dayi tell without reference erery bill that is to fall 
due. We were delighted to find that he had te- 
covered possession of his favourite column, against 
irtiich he wae atanding, and that the intrusive Mr. 
Rose, on whose conduct there had been much 
■peculation in the newspapers, was nowhere to be 
seen. 

This astonishing man was formerly the mere 
agent, at Manchester, of a Jew house in Frankfort, 
for the purchase of cotton goods. Subsequently 
he removed to London, and commenced the traffic 
in exchanges. He was first brought Into notice 
during the war, by trananiitUng to the Austrian 
government at Vienna the subsidy furnished by 
England for carrying on the war. He executed 
this in a bold manner, at a time when the older 
bankers declined the task, on account of the agita- 
ted condition of continental affairs. Afiei this, 
he was regularly employed by the government in 
remittmg funds to the British ftoopa in the Penin- 
sula and elsewhere ; this he was always able to 
do promptly, by rallying around him all his Jew 
brethren throughout the continent. Of these be 
may now be esteemed the king ; unless, indeed, 
his title to royal honours should be disputed by 
our clever and facetious high-priest, who not long 
since conceived Uie project of uniting the scattered 
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ttibes on the new Ararat of Lake Erie, and, robed 
like Alelchieedek of old, enacted luch a delectable 
&rce within hearing of the roar of Ni^ara. 

The chief origin of the present enormous foitune 
of this individual was his purchasing largely in the 
funds of all the old established powers, towards the 
close of the French war and Napoleon's career. 
He went into these stocks as deep as he was able, 
buying extensively, then raising money on what he 
had bought, and still going on to buy more. By 
the skilful combination of his plans, and the rapid- 
ity of his communications and means of leceiving 
intelligence, he contiived to learn the result of the 
battle of Waterloo ten hours before it was knowq 
even at the Horse-guards. The possession of such 
exclusive information, of course> was turned to 
account by extensive purchases. As he antici- 
pated, and Jio doubt owing, in some measure, to 
his own speculations, the funds went up astonish- 
ingly at the peace, and he found himself ents- 
mously enriched. The traffic in stocks and ex- 
changes, in which he can always make good bar- 
gains, being able to raise oi depress prices slightly 
at his pleasure, and tiie contract for loans, have 
tended, and still daily tend, to augment this colossal 
fortune. He can always take loans on more favour- 
able terms than any one else. Having received 
bZ 



orders for certam pcations of any given stock from 
various bankers, he takes a loan and Aindea it, 
reseiTuig « poition for himself, and clearing the 
premhun, which he recelveH as a b(»iu9 for m^ing 
the contract. By this means he obviates any un- 
favourable reaction on the stocks of which he is 
already a bolder, and which vrould have been da- 
piessed by a loan being taken at a low rate. 

This individual may be looked <»i as in a pecu- 
liar manner the banker of established governments 
and of the Holy Alliance. War in any shape, and 
liberal cmsades especially, embarrassing national 
finances, and possibly attacking the inviolability 
of debts contracted for the support of prescriptive 
right and the subjugation of the people, ^e not 
what he desires' He baa never had any thing to 
-do with the South American republics, nor with 
the mining speculations within tbek territoiy, for 
which he is, of course, all the richer. Latterly, he 
has learned to distinguish between republics, and 
to believe that there may be such a thing as a stable 
one. He has turned his eyes to the only one <^ 
the great nations of the world whose government 
has undei^ne no change whatever, in the letter or 
in the spirit, during the last half century of strug- 
gles and bloodshed. He has seen a people inclu- 
ding no antagonist classes, no aristocracy holding 
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in die same hand the wealth with the power of ths 
counUy, DO child of labour cbttned for eter hope- 
lessly to the oar, and denied all beyond the bare 
pittance necessary to perpetuate that existence 
whose energies are to be devoted to the service of 
his task-master. There labour cherishes no hos^ 
tiljty, no deadly purpose of revenge ; there it loses 
no time in repining at its lot, pauses not to com- 
plain, but, armed with courage, and secure of its 
reward, puts forth its energies and grasps wealth. 
In that country the government has already quietly 
assumed the fona and fashion to which all others 
tend inevitably 4hrottgh struggles, convulsions, and 
blood, being already in the hands of a democracy, 
from whom none have the means of withdrawing 
it. It reposes upon the broad^ foundation of a whole 
people, unhappily, though through no fault of ours, 
disfigured in some portions of our vast territory by 
the existence of slavery, and the presence of a dis-. 
tinct race unsusceptible of amalgamationi else- 
where polluted by an inundating emigntiou, bring- 
ing us the degraded materials of the worn-out. 
monarchies of Europe ; yet, in the aggregate, in- 
telligent, moral, co^zant at once of their powers, 
their privileges, and the means necessary to pT»- 
iierve them. 
This man has had the discernment to discovej 
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Uiat our securities are the souudest in the worid ; 
reposing upon the enstence of go* ernments whicb 
alone present no immediate prospect of change, 
ftnd the guarantee of gigantic and unexhausted 
resources, — upon British enterprise and ^tish 
probity, transplanted to more fertile "shoreo, — and 
on British liberty, intrusted not alone to the guar- 
dianship of property and a privileged few, but 
made the birthright of all. He has recently taken 
a loan of one of the most flourishing states ; has an 
agent in America, and is likely soon to have a mem- 
ber of his family there. MoreoTer, he and our 
great sachem have recently taken each other by 
the hand, and he is now our financial agent. It is 
said that these distinctions are very delightiiil to 
him. He glories in being the financial representa- 
the of alt the great powers at this the capital of die 
moneyed world. Hehasdeclinedtheoffisrof atitle 
from a sovereign prince, having the good sense to 
see that, as a noble, he would be contemptible ; 
while, as a banker and a capitahst, he stands alone 
and unapproached, respected and honoured alike 
by kings and presidents. 

I looked at ^s individual with no Httte interest 
Men wiliiont talents sometimes grow rich by econo^ 
my, and by hoarding whatever they lay their hands 
on,— by keeping close pent within their pockets 
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every sixpence which finds its way there. But a 
man who, rising from obscurity, is able, by force of 
mind and character, boldly and successfully to 
catretiut for himself a great career, and make him- 
self of importance to states and sovereigns, nttist 
be one of nO ordinary character. Greatness is not 
confined to any particular sphere ; it is various and 
multiform in its mode of exhibiting itself; and 
Rothschild may well lay claim to be as great 
among money-bags, as Napoleon was at the head 
of armies. 

I bad never witnessed a scene of greater bustle 
and animation, than when the Exchange approached 
its close. Thousands and tens of thousands of 
pounds mingled perpetually in the speech of the 
by-standera. Masters were bargaining for the sale 
of vessels, or driving a trade for freights and charters. 
Every thing seemed as unsettled as ever when 
the bell rang preliminary to the close. This 
seemed to communicate a sew impulse to every 
one. Differences suddenly disappeared before the 
necessity of a speedy conclusion, and people separ- 
ated with a shake of the hand in faith of agree- 
ment. At half past four the bell again sounded to 
give notice to depart. The vast crowd at once 
poured out by the various ou^ets, talking as they 
went of ships, cargoes, exchanges, ensuiance, 
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^)ecii]ali(»i8, and bankruptcies, and all the other 
tenna that pertain to trade, and which, though jar- 
gon to the ears of those who do not understand 
thetD, are solid sense, and solid money too, to such 
as Are in the secret. 

Leaving the Exchange we traced our way, by the 
aid of gas and the faint gliinmerings cf day that yet 
remained, down Cheapside to St. Paul's Church- 
yard, where we struck off to the right in search <^ 
Dolly's Chop-house, so famous now as in past cen- 
turies for itB.-exceUent beefsteaks. The co£fee-roqm 
had an air of antiquity ; for though the building had 
been renewed from time to time, yet parts of the 
old structure had been retained ; among others, the 
chimneys, which are antique, projecting, and have 
a quaint air. The beefsteaks were very sensibly 
strred, in detachments, brought in hot on pewter 
dishet, with heat^ plates of the same to eat from. 
They were cut very thin, and were not particulady 
good. There was one reflection, however, that 
seasoned the paeal; and that was, that Addison, 
Steele, Goldsmith, and Johnson, not to mention 
inferior names, had often feasted similarly m the 
very same place. Perhaps on the very spot where 
I was then sitting, the stomachs of those departed 
worthies had been strengthened to the conception 
of a Cato, a Deserted Yillage, or a Rasselas. Af- 
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ler all, uniomantic u it may seem, food is the els* 
ment firom which all else is derived ; and a beefc 
steak may be looked upon alike as the conTertibla 
' repiesentative ot a sweetly soothing and sedactivA 
po6m, an eiquitil^ taIe,u>daeubiliHietngedy,atQfa 
piece of calico. Invigorated by it, the hUcksmitli 
bammers, the bard muses, the sage loses himseif in 
GontemplatioB, and the tragic poet soliloqujsei. 

The idea is very amusing and very odd, yet pWi 
haps very possible, _that these beautiful lines of 
Thomson-^ 

" Hon iDBck, how potinDt, the mild cteatnn lin ! 
What sonneBB in ita ineUncb(d<r lace i 
What dull compluninginaocencq appears! 
Feu not, ye goitle tribes 'tii not the kni^ 
Of honid alaugfater thai is o'er you nsTed ; 
No, Hia the lotdet (waiu'ewali-ctiidad dwan. 
Which, hwiag doit, to pay hia animal Eani, 
BoiTow'd your fleece, to you a cunibroua load. 
Will aend you boimdiiig to ypur hilla again." 

might, if chymically analyzed, and resolved back 
iato their first elements, be foui)d.to settle down qvi- 
etly into a mutton-chop devoured at Dolly's. Ver- 
ily, if sentiment be not mere humbug, at any rate 
poetry is, Without disparagement, nothing more 
than beef and mutton transfoniied. 

We closed the day at the Covent Grarden. Ths 
entrance to this theatre is not so grand as to Drurji 
Lane, nor axe the arrangements in any respect so 
elegant and commodious- Yet there is no want 



«f space, large ioyen filled with the nme descrip- 
tioa of ocCDpanU, and sufficient outleta and Tomito- 
ries. The enleitaininent began with the open d 
GuataruB, &(»n the French. The eidubities of 
Boenery and dreBaea was so qtlendid as to leave 
rae, apt to be earned away by present impreasiDns, 
linle diBpoaition to regret the Royal Academy or 
San Carlo. The scene in the mosquenule was in- 
deed most brilliaflt. The acting in this piece was 
Tery good ; the singiBg eomewhat less so ; and the 
music, though beautiful in itself, was sadly anglicised 
in the debrery. Tbefiguraiites,ofwhich there were 
an immense number, formed the prettiest collection 
of women I had erer seen on the stage, ao for at 
least as the head and bust were coneeined. They 
had charming countenances ; and, instead of paint 
and brickdust, were beautikily teiotei widi the 
hues of health end with nature'« rerinilioii. Ua- 
fortunately, their figures were squat, wi^ a supera- 
bundance of body in the bottle fbrm« sustained npon 
bad legs and feet. At the Seala, at San Carlo, ot 
the Academy, I had often admired the efleet of the 
'4ull corps entering in time to a gracefid music, and 
moving their limbs and bodies in a delightful and 
Biost seductive hannony. I never saw any thing 
more burlesque than Oie same thing on this occ»- 
aion. The troupe came tripling in, clothed with 
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meietricioue smiles, and an air of forced UDCtion, 
as they bowed out of time, as if lame tnt in one leg 
and then in the other. Their movement was what 
a sailoT would call of the " step and fetch it older," 
or a species of "heaving and setting, like a goat ^ed 
to a gate^p'osL" In order to make their demerits the 
more glaringly enormous, the corps was interspersed 
with SeTeial foreign dancers, headed by Celeste, 
and the discrepance in their movements was too 
palpable. There was, however, one brilliant ex- 
ception among the English part of the company to 
the application of this sweeping denonciation of 
the figures and movement. This, too, was in the 
case of the best singer and actress of the evenmg, 
and among the most pleasing that I saw in England. 
Let me for a tqoment pause to do justice to the 
legs of Miss Sheriff. She appeared as a page, 
and a more interesting one could scarce be seen. 
Many of my readers may have seen lithogra}^ of 
her, presenting the invitatidn to the ball, on the 
frontispiece of the music of Gustarus. Her sing- 
ing was admirable, but it was her leg that con- 
vulsed the house with applanse. And well might 
it ; for it was one from which Shakspeare -night 
have caught a new charm to embellish bis descrip- 
tion of Rosaline's, or Robin Burns have dreamed 
of in his vision, when he exclaims at the recol- 
lectioo — 
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" And nuh » l«g ! mj banoie Joa. 
Could only peer it ; 
Bas ■tmigfai, ne taper, ti^, md d«Mi^ 

I afterwaid found that the enthusiastic admicatioB 
of a fine female leg was a prevailing taaXe in Eng- 
land. A meatiB o£ accounting for it may perhaps 
be found in its extiem^ larity. Each theatre is 
obliged to provide for this taste, by having, if pos- 
sible, a pair of &ne legs in the troupe. Madame 
Vestris' have long been peerless in England. I 
have ImoTvn persons, deliberating about the selec- 
tion of a theatre for the unusement of the evening, 
decide for the (Mympic, on discovering that Vestris' 
character would involve the exhibition of hef legs. 
In this way the mere exhilution of her legi^ is 
worth some hundred pounds to hei aanually. 

During the opera I was exceedingly amused by 
a piece of dry English humour, practised by some 
one dt the top of the house. The principal male 
singer was spinning out hie voice to the most deli- 
cate thread possible, ki one of the fine passages,. 
and had reached the very clim^ of his capabili- 
. ties, when this wag uttered audibly a deep and 
plaint)ve< groan. The effect was irresistibly lu- 
dicrous. I had been doubting for some tim» 
whether to be carried away by admiration or not, 
when the fellow's groan convinced me that all was 
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not exactly right. Soulless brute as he doubtless 
was, it would have been impossible for him thus 
to hare accompauied the exertion of a Rubitii'» 
power. I never knew a dog to intenupt a burst 
of really fine music, though I have often heard one 
accompany a beginner on the flute, or bowl in con- 
cert to an unwearying hand-organ. The sublime 
and the ridiculous are, after all, very nearly allied 

' in this sort oS music. Chie always knows indeed 
when it is admirably done ; but there is a spepiea 
of mean excellence that is very embairassin^ 
and often puzzks those who admire without criti- 
cal skill, and only by the effect of their impiFessions. 

" The opera was succeeded by a most amusing 
farce, full of well-managed perplexities and inge- 
nious dilemmas. Kissing and caressing were car- 
ried on through every scene, and the whole piece 
abounded with equivoques, play 
^ot a few indecent allusions, nh 
direct and intelligible to the obtuf 
with greater acclamation. The p 
life in England seemed at once national and true ; 
for ihey were acted with great life and ^irit, aad ^ 
received with unmeasured commendation. The 
audience broke up grinning gloiiously, and well 
pleased with their money's worth of entertainment.. 
4 
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CHAPTER III. 

EXCD&SIOM TO THS TONNE 



At ao early boor the succeeding day my friend 
called for me in his cabriolet, to take me to Wesl- 
mmster Hall, to witness a most interesting trial, in a 
case which was to come on in the Court of King^s 
Bench. The prisoners were a member of Parlia- 
ment and a soldier of the Cold Stream Guards ; 
their conviction involved capital punishment, and 
public attention had been much awakened through 
the newspapers to the coming trial. 

As we drew up in front of the venerable pile, as- 
sociated, during so many centuries, with almost 
every event in the history of this great nation, my 
attention was attracted to it with no little interest 
I fuimd the external appearance of this celebrated 
edifice far leas noble and imposing than I had an- 
ticipnted. Originally a very pure specimen <^ 
Gothic architecture its simplicity has been greatly 
marred by additions in a very mixed taste, wbi<^ 
do not hanntaiize with it- Thus there are tvro 
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square towers, bsttlemented at the lop, which flank 
the front, and which, while they conceal the pile, 
yet convey in themaelves no impression of gran- 
deur ot beauty, for their height is very inconsider- 
able. Other constnictionB of recent date, con- 
nected with the courts of law or the House o€' 
Parliament, which join the Hall, tend, by their 
want of harmony, still further to disfigure it and 
destroy its character of simplicity. 

Nothing, however, can be simpler or grander 
than the effect of the Hall wh.en seen fromwithinv 
You find yourself in a vast edifice, near three hun- 
dred feet in length, having on every side nothing 
but the plain walls of etoae, and no column or ob. 
struction of any sort to intercept the view and 
break the character of ■simpjicity and vastness. 
High over head rises a, bold and hardy roof, sup- 
ported by no column, but {iropped with incoBceir- 
able lightness and grace on a series of wooden 
groinings, springing from stone mulliona oa the 
side waits. This loof is built entirely of chestnut 
wood, put together with the greatest ingenuity, and 
is richly ornamented with the heraldic embjems of 
Richard II., by whom it was buill, carved every- 
where in the wood. It is ahnost entirely the same 
as it was constructed towards the coramencemeBt 
of the fifteenth century, and yet bean no improM 
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(tf decay. In tbe vaiioua apecimens of Gothic ar>- 
f^tecture which I have ae«a throughout the cor- 
ttnent, there was Dolhing which bore any resem* 
blance whatevei lothis, or at all prepared me for 
the inqneseicMi which its eccentnci^,' Ughtaess, 
ud beauty produced upon me; 

WestminEter Hall was originally elected fot • 
banque ting-room- In the eleve^h century it was 
already used foi that puipose, and sereral hundred 
years later Rich&rd II- ^ept his Christmas feast 
here, which was partaken of by no fewer than ten 
thousand gueets> It was reasonable enough, there- 
fore, that then should have been, as we are told, 
no fewer than twenty-eight roasted oxen, ^nd other 
animals without number, devoured oa this occasion. 
It 18 Btill devoted oceasicmalty to the same use ; for 
here George IV. at no divl^nl day held his corona- 
tion banquet, with« consumption of food, moreover, 
which cleaily shows that change of times brings 
no innovation in the carnivorous appetites of man. 
Here, too, in times past, the High Court of Parlia- 
ment was often held ) and here it was, subsequent- 
ly to my visit, question of temporarily holding it 
during the reconstiuction of the houses after their 
unfortunate destruclion by fire. At pwsent it i» 
only used as one of the thoroughfares leadyig to the 
House of Commons, and to the various cowls of 
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Chancery, Exchequer, King's Bench, and Common 
Pleas, which hold their littiugs in apsrtpienU ad 
joining it. 

When I bad recovered aiittle from the deep im* 
ipression of astoiishment and admiration which the 
contenif^tian of this magnificent pile awakened, I 
folloifed my companion to the Court of King's 
Bench, which te situated at the right. To our 
great regret, we found it completely full. The 
room was of a squar* figure, and lit from a skylight 
abore ; the judges seemed to be seated opposite, 
imder a canopy displaying the arms of England; 
the lawyers were arranged an grades of bonches 
ascending from the bar ; while the spectators stood 
(ffi either band, and in small galleries above. The 
avenues were likewise choked with persons stand- 
ing and stretching* iwwaid. to hear; so that I was 
unable to fturce my vay into the dense mass. I 
could see nothing of the judges, the counsel, or the 
prisoners, whose situation, whether guilty or inno- 
cent, was so awful, and whose countenances I waa 
anxious to study. I was barely able to catch si^ 
of on« 6r two neatly curled barristers' wigs, tenoi- 
Dating in double queues or pig-tails. 

I was ezceedinf^y vexed at not getting in. Tha 
details, to be sure, were likely to be very disgusting, 
and the newspapers, which penetrate every domes- 
4' 
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tic circle in the land, and whiob about this time 
seemed to look upon information of this character 
aa a necessary part of the intelligence and intel- 
lectual nutriment of the day, eshilnted them the 
next morning in all their enormity. Yet my curi- 
oeity was much excited ; for the first legal talents 
in the country were enlisted in the defence, and the 
Duke of Wellington, backed by pee'ra and poets, 
the aristocracy of rank and the aristocracy of 
genius, were theie present to testify to the charac- 
ter of the accused, and reset in favour of an indi- 
Tidual, who, by binh and by talents, belonged to 
both, and save their mutual castes from the foul 
stain resulting from a conTtclion. 

Crowded, squeezed. In momentary dangsr of 
parting with my coat-tails, yet without seeing any 
thing, or the prospect, of beiiig able to do so, 
I was certainly in a very fasd humour, and fell 
very unamiable, — for there is nothing so irritating 
and exhausting as the surrouttding pressure of a 
crowd. As I f^ed myself out, with as much of 
my coat as I could carry with me, I had no eye to 
admire anew the magnificence of that noble Hall of 
Westminster, into which I had again emerged ; but 
abandoned myself to the most illiberal reflectiona 
oa the vices that spring from idleneu and an e)t> 
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hauBted refinement, and drawing argmnentB agalnt 
the existence of Btan4iiig anniet. 

Having looked into some of the other couita, nkl 
found nothing of particular interest there, it waa 
proposed that we should, contiane oui ride, and 
visit the Tunnel, stopping in our way at the great 
bieweiy of Barclay and Perkins, whose fame had 
already been announced to me at the corner of 
almost every street in London. The ordinary sign 
of a porter-house, * gie-sh op, being in almost every 
cane coupled with the conspicuously-displayed no- 
tification of— "Barclay and Perkins's entire." I 
was told, indeed, that the great London brewers 
are the proprietors of most of the favourite tavem- 
standt, by which means they are able to make 
terms with the lessee favourable to the consump- 
tion of their commodity. Having crossed the 
Westminster Bridge, walking over lo enjoy the 
view, while our vehicle drove on before us, we 
struck into a very bvsy and p<^ulous, though utili- 
tarian and inelegant quarter of the town, and at 
length came to this vast establishment, whit^ ie 
almost a suburb of London ; having whole streets 
and ranges of edifices, and which, standing by 
itself, would make a very tolerable town. 

Here was a whole population devoted to the pro^ 
duction of beer. They seemed also to be consn- 
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tusa to & T«y cwisidenble uteat ; for they woe 
toay, hale, and portly- Horses of enenpous sizs 
were circBlaUi^ in vaiious diiectione, either hac- 
neaised in nuiabers to ponderous carts, laden with 
die drowsy fluids to transport to caslomeis in every 
quarts of the metropolis, or else singly drawing a 
barrel about on a Wooden drag, similar to a sled. 
These sleda are seen in all parts of London, and 
they struck me as offering a solitary exception to 
the ri^rous exclusion &om the streets of whatevec 
can in any way interfere widi the public convex 
sience and safety. They are certainly dangercKU.; 
and I once saw one of them, at the turning of a ccv- 
nei, run directly under the legs of a pair of homes, 
before ^ey could be pulled up by the poBtilUon. 

Hjiring exhibited the letter of introduction of 
which we were bearers, we were admitted to the 
establishment, and put in charge of a persoD- to 
conduct us. We. were first shown the vast reposi- 
tories in which the malt is stored. The malt used 
in making bey is simply bailey parched, or sub- 
mitted to the same process with coffee preparatory 
to making the decoction. The store was so arran- 
ge that the malt could be let at once through a trap, 
in any given quantity, into the large boilers below. 
The beer is made in three Isjrge capers, each ca- 
pable of ccmtaining three hundred aad forty banela. 
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'The malt and boiled hops are added togedier, and 
boiling water ia peipetnally forced up from below. 
Itis process goes on twehre hours. In order to 

. mix the whde intimately, a macMne called a rouser, 
"which is wotted by steam, rertdres perpettially 
within the coppere, disturbing the hops and m4V 

. and preventing them from settling. When the 
liquor is suffidently boQed, it is cairied off to, the 
fermenting vats, where it gradually cools, and goes 
through the process of fermentation. I was struck 
here by the singular effect which the sun produced 
in shining through the blinds, and casting its light 
obliquely over the purple vapour OTaporating from 
the vats. When the fermentation is complete, and 
the beer drawn off into the vats in which it is pre- 
served, the varions vessels aore cletdised, and the 
process is renewed the next day. 

Every thing in this estabhshment is on a vast 
and magnificent scale, and the buildings and works 
are executed with beatnessi elegance, and solidly. 
There are, among other things, ei^ vast hop-lofts, 
each seventy yards long by forty wide ; cmiously- 
contrived purchases for lifting and cleansing paits 
of the machinery ; railways to bring the coal from 
its depository to the furnaces ; and even a very 
beautifiil suspension bridge, spanning a street, to 
connect the upper stories of opposite edifices. I 
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nerer uw engines in nuwe complete order thei 
the two which move the Tarious machineiy of this 
establishment. Both. of them were of Watt's 
construction; and it seemed to me not a little 
creditable to thq genius of that distinguished ma- 
chinist, that he should himself have brought to 
such perfection, for manufacturing purposes at 
least, a complicated conlrivance, which the inge- 
nuity of so many persona who have devoted thenir 
selves to its study has not been able essentially to 
improve. There is much about the air of this 
establishment to convey the idea, not <^ something 
comiected with individual enterprise, but of those 
vast public works, such as magazines, arseualsr 
and docky^s, in which the greatness of a power- 
ful nation exhibits itself. There was a massive 
stone inscription let into one of the walls of a new 
building, setting forth, for the benefit of posterity, 
that its construction had been commenced in May 
of the previous year, and finished in November. 
'Hub was a despatch that would have excited won- 
der even in our own land of impatience. 

In one of the courtyards is a beautifiil iron tank, 
supported on columns, at a sufficient elevation to 
carry water to any part of the works ; this is capa- 
ble of containing fifteen hundred, barrels of water. 
Neatness, order, and arrangement prevail through- 
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out every dep&jiment of this vast establishment. 
The subleB would remiad one of the ttilitaiy pre- 
cision of a cavalry bairack, though the aaimala 
themselres were not such as would have figured 
well in a charge, being aOungers to every other 
gait than a walk; they were enormous animals, 
indeed, an^ of g^^t price, many of them having 
cost as high as sixty or seventy guineas. A num- 
ber of them were distinguished from their comrades 
by having a wisp of straw woven into their t^la. 
On aeking what they had done to be thus honoured 
above their compeers, I was told that they were 
either law °^ requiring to be shod. At a distance 
from the stable, a very neat edifice was pointed 
out as the horse-infirmary, where those which 
were in delicate health were delivered over to kinder 
care and treatment. The stable-mon and drivers 
were as colossal as their horses ; iodesd, the ap- 
pearance of all the people aJ>out this eslahUshment 
went to prove that beer-drinking, after all, is not 
such a bad thing in its phytical effects : for these 
people are, many of them, allowed a half gallon a 
day, which some extend, from their own means, to 
twice that quantity^ Its tendency, however, did 
not seem to be to quicken the intellect ; for most 
of them had a dull, drowsy, and immoveable look. 
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It was inqKMwible to delect sny imellecniality in 
tfaeii countenBDccB, or epeculaition in dieir eyes. 

It is in die cellats, however, where the beer is 
pnTserved, that oaA is most struck with the extent, 
ftnid, if I may use the word, the grandeor of this 
.establishmeiit. A system of cast-iron columns 
{m^ beaou of Ae same material, while>on all aides 
are ranged huge vats, containing beer in a condi- 
tion for use. ^here were no fewer than one hun- 
dred and sixteen of these, which average two ^oQ- 
sand barrels of thirty-six gallons each, and the 
largest of which cont&iiu three thousand four hun- 
dred barrels : so that there are actually tlways two 
hundred and thirty-two thousand barrels of beer 
on hand here. One may imagine what woiild be 
the effect of an accident which should burst these 
vats simultaneouBly. The beer deluge would 
become as fixed a part of the traditions of South- 
wark, as that of the olden time ia of all mankind. 

We left this vast establishment without any dis- 
position to sneer wi^i the conceited and the silly at 
brewers and breweries ; perhaps there is no more 
direct road in this country to great wealth, and all 
the consequences which it carries with it, than the 
diligent and successful prosecution of this business. 
Barclay and Perkins were the clerks, and became 
the successors, of Mr. Thrale, who was able through 
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bis weafllt, ^ed by his own good taate and that 
of his wife, to Bunouud himself, at his villa of 
StMatham, with a disttnguished circle of the Uterary 
aen of hia time. When Mr. Thial^ died, the 
brewery oniy occupied one fourth of ita present 
space, and was erery way inconsideiable in pr^ 
portion ; yet, Johnson was at that time so imjaes- 
sed with its grandem', that he is said, by the ges- 
siping jackd who has commemorated hia slightest 
doings, to bare exclaimed at the sale, be being me 
of the tnistees, with a peculi&i display <^ thai 
"weight of wards" which Dr. Pair, ia the inscrip- 
tion I had. seen the day before in St. Paul's, so 
felicitously ascribes to him, "We are not here, 
gentlemen, to sell a mere collection of empty vats 
- and beer-banels, but the 'potentiality of growing 
licfa beyond the wildest dreams of avarice." 

From the brewery we drove to a neighbouring 
printing establishment, where, that admirable piib- 
lication, the Pqfiny Magazine, is struck off by a 
most ing^ous ]»oce>B, and sent at an inconsider- 
able expense to the remotest. Comers of the king< 
dom, carrying with^ the humblest- roofs healthful 
and invigorating -nourishment for the intellect, sub- 
stituting a pleasing and almosLgratuitous relaxation 
for the costly and debasibg dissipation of gin-shops 
and taveiiis, and in uppartrng to the mind a little 
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inAanutioii, implanting at the same time the desire 
to obtain more. 

As the Thames tumiel was at do great distance, 
my companion prop<ned that we should drive there. 
I asked nothing better ; and we were soon set down 
at its entrance. We entered the enclosure leading 
to the shaft by a recording turnstile similar to that 
oa London bridge, intended as a check on the 
possible dishonest of the clerk, by taking note of 
each shilling's worth of humanity that passes it. 
The present descent to the tunnel is by a spiral 
stairway of wood constructed in the shaft, pierced 
for the ccnnmenceme'nt of the work and the removal 
of the rubbish. Should the woik ever be com- 
pleted, it will be approached by carriages by means 
of circular and spiral descents at either end, after 
the manner of the Tower of Cfiralda. In the shaft, 
beside the wooden stairway, were seen the conduits 
of the pump, worked by a powerful steam-engine, 
by means of which the leakage is carried off, and 
the excaration kept free from wat^. 

Having descended about sixty fle^t from the bui> 
face of the bank of the river, the tunnel Inoke sud- 
denly upon our view. It consists of two separite 
roads ; the left alone was vuible, being lighted with 
gas. They are of horseshoe form, loaning towards 
«ach other, their sides being nearly straight on liie 
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inride, though quite oval without. They are arched 
OB the bottom as well as the top, in order to b» 
tight, and defended in all diroctionB. Being plas- 
tered over and well lighted, the effect of this sub- 
terranean passage was singularly striking and 
grand, even without superadding the conception 
of its position beneath the bed of a river, and the 
wonderful novelty and hardihood of the underta- 
king. This idea is, however, constantly forced 
upon your attention by the dripping of the water, 
the sense of dampness and chilliness, and the 
hoarse panting of the steam-engine and the valves 
of the huge pumps, the only sounds which disturb 
this solitude, and remind you of the peculiarity of 
your situation. You look irresistibly over head, 
bewildered at the thought that a mighty estuary 
flows there, cnt by thousands of flitting wherries, 
and groaning under the burdens of huge ships 
laden to their very gunwalee, and that it is for ever 
struggling, with subtle and resiatless power, to 
make a breach and rash in. When you recollet^, ' 
as you stand beneadi the very centre of the stream, 
that baiely five yards intervene between the crown 
of the tunnel and the bed of the river, you more 
than half expect to see some great anchor, drc^ped 
iiom the bows of an Indiaman, come crashing 
through the top, letting in the river itself and every 
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thing in it — « deluge, vith all its cmMqnenceB of 
deBolati<Bi and death. 

When I leamed the rery Utile interral between 
the Tonoel and the lirer, it strack me that the in- 
genious engineer would have more aurely tested 
the practicability of hia plan, and placed it etill fur- 
ther beyond the possibility of failure, by going ten 
ot more feet deeper. The only inconrenience that 
could have grown out of this, would have been the 
adding, in a Teiy trifling degree, to the descent to 
leach the level on either side. It struck me, also, 
that there was another mistake in not making the 
two passages separate altogether. They are 
now connected by arches, which form openings in 
the diriding-wall between diem ; so that any acci- 
dent or sudden le^ in the one inTolveB equal ez- 
poanre to the other. 

My countrymen are doubtless aware of the 
mode in which this stupendous work was carried 
DD ; for the interest which it excited in America at 
the time of its construction was imbotuided ; and 
the newspapers kept us perpetually acquainted 
with the details, which were read with an interest 
nowise inferior to what a buUetin of Napoleon 
ntight have commanded some years earlier. The 
minor, placed at the extremity of the work, pre- 
nnted my Seeing the iron machine in which th« 
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excavatOEs wolfed, and which was pushed forward 
aa ^ey made room for it, and ae the arching be- 
came complete behind. This ioiffoe, by reflecting 
the portion of the Tunnel already finished, gave to 
the whole the air of completeness and perfection, 
and presented it to the view precisely as it would 
hare appeared ere this, had no accident occorred to 
exhaust the funds of the company and arrest its 
prosecution. 

The beauty and symmetry of the prospect, the 
effect of the series of lights, extending in endless 
vista, and the dwindling perspective aa the eye lost 
itself in search of the extremity, all, by conjuring 
up a complete picture of what the thing might 
have been, tended to increase the regrets it was 
impossible to feel in the recollection of what it is 
not. The practicability of the undertaking is in- 
deed already fully tested ; for more than half the 
distance across is complete, and the deepest part 
of the river, where its bottom and the top of the 
Tunnel most nearly appfoach each other, is al- 
ready passed in triumph, and the greatest danger 
is tfow behind. Money alone is wanting to com- 
plete this labour of surpassing magnificence and 
unquestioned utility.' 

Begun as a speculation, with a view to the profit 
able investment of capital, in a bountcy where cap- 
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ital overflows, the patience of the stockhoMen, 
■called upon perpetually for new inrestmenta in* 
■tead of stretching forth their bonds to receive the 
forthcoming interest, has long since exhausted it- 
self. It can only now b^ ever completed by a 
grant of money from Parliament, and as a naticmal 
undertaking. This question has already been ad- 
verted to in the House of Commons, and no doabt 
something will ere long be done. When twenty 
milhons are freely voted for a speculative good to 
be conferred at a distance from home, and from 
which the possibility of the most disastrous conse- 
quencea is not wholly excluded, one million might 
well be granted to complete aa undertaking so 
intimately connected with the convenience and 
prosperity of this vast metropolis, and which in 
grandeur, in hardihood, as a proof of human in- 
genuity and human power, will yield to nothing 
within the whole circle of whatever man has yet 
achieved. 

The jwesent generation of Englishmen can con- 
vey to their descendants, in all future times, no 
higher idea of their prosperity and greatness than 
iy bequeathing to them such a legacy. The fame 
' of Waterloo may fade when blended in the mem- 
ory with the brighter glories of Cressy and Poic- 
ijers ; even the Nile and its Nelson may be eclipsed 
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by the freaher triumplis of heroes that are to come ; 
hut no lapse of time caa diminish the impression 
of such a work as this, whose utili^ will always 
preserve it from decay, which is not likely to be 
elsewhere legated, and which, vt any rate, can 
neter be suipassed. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE RIVER. 



Hatuto dismiBsed our vehicle to return home, 
iDtending tcrtake &e water from the Tunnel to the 
Tower, we had scarce emerged into the open air 
before we were asaailed by watermen, crying, 
" Sculls, sir ! Sculls !" assuring us of a good tide, 
although they had not the slightest idea in which 
direction we were going, and offering their services 
most eloquently in the language of the river. When 
we were seated in one of the hght wherries, and 
found ourselves skimming fleetly under the influ- 
ence of a single pair of sculls, I felt in a mood to 
dofiill justice to the attractions of this most agree- 
able conveyance. The Thames wherries are in- 
deed among the most beautiful boats I have seen. 
Their form is somewhat between our Whitehall 
skiffs and a Greek caique, and they have much of 
the beauty and grace of both united. 

As we were receding from the Tunnel, my friend 
mentioned it to me as a curious fact, that Brunei, 
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the conatnicter of this Tunnel, and of many othet 
works in England that are full of inrentive genius 
and originality, oa leavi^ his native country of 
France, had first ^gone to America, and had resided 
some time in New-^oi^. He there built the Park 
Theatre, an iingracefiil pile, which was certainly 
preluding very hopelessly to the cnnatruction of the 
Tunnel. It WasTiow that we could best apprecit^ 
the vast utility of this noble enterprise* An ex- 
teitt of three or four miles of the upward and down- 
ward course of the river was seen to be covered on 
' either hand with habitations, manufactories, ware- 
houses, and docks crowded with shipping, evidently 
constituting the most busy portion of this over- 
grown metropohs; yet here was no means of 
passing except by wherries, and the nearest point 
at which the river could be traTersed by a vehicle 
was at London Bridge, which lay some miles 
aboTe. All this stretch of the river constituted the 
port, of London, and no bridge, though provided 
with a draw, couM exist here without materially 
impeding the navigation, and causing, to arriving 
and departing Teasels, inconvenience, possible in- 
jury, and the frequent loss of a tide. Hence tha 
impossibility of having a bridge at a point where 
yet one is the most needed. 

Flying bridges, moved by steam, if I may ao 
c 3 



denominate the coHTeyances by which our riven 
are bo conveniently ttaversed, are not applicable to 
the Thames, where the great rise and fall of the 
tide would render getting on board of them with 
carnages a difficult matter ; and where, moreover, 
the navigation might occasionally be interrupted 
by want of water. Hence the immense advantage 
of the.Bubmarine connexion by means of the Tun- 
nel, connecting the populous and busy districts of 
Rotherbitbe and Wapping, and the vast suburbs 
adjoining, without at aU impeding the navigation of 
the river. Letu8bope,fcv the honour of the age in 
which we live, and the nation-from which we axe 
sprung, that this noble work will ere long be com- 
pleted. Would it not be right, moreover, that they 
who first bad the faith and greatness of soul to be 
lieve in such a grand idea, should not be aban- 
doned to the simple consolatiim which that reflec- 
tion may a£)rd them ? They should not be per- 
mitted to lose their money because they had faith 
beyond their generation. The state should come 
to their succour, and take care, when the work is 
complete, that they be first reimbursed from its 
profits. 

The individual .who expects to be struck vrith 
the beauty of London, as he sees it from the river, 
will be greatly disapp(Hated. It ofiered to the eys, 
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w we ahot out into the stream, a flat shore oa 
either aide, lit],ed with irregular and wretched 
houses, of squalid and most luinous appearance. 
Some of these were vaiebouses, at which goods 
were received from, or discharged into, canal-boats 
and lighters. Others were the dwellings of such 
as lived by the inelegant occupations of the river 
and the sea, to which it was the outlet. They had 
a filthy and sluttish look: yet even here were 
evidences of the prevalence of that rural taste which 
is a striking and most pleasing attribute of the land, 
though it evinced itself only in tubs of grass and 
shrubbery exposed at a window, to the peril of the 
watermen below, and occasioDally a cracked flower- 
pot tenanted by a monthly rose. 
' The towers and steeples overiooking this ti*' 
sightly boundary of the river's course, were chiefly 
awkward in their kamt, and spt^ little for the 
magnificence of the city beycmd. The dome of 
St. Patd's alone rose with boldness and grandeur, 
looming hugely through the smoke. Now and 
then a dense forest of masts and yards marked the 
situation of some one of the vast docks, in which 
the tide, with its burden of freighted ships, is shut 
Dp, and showed where was concentrated the more 
valuable trade of .the commercial metr<4>olis of the 
world. 

r,»,..<i,> Google 
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Though the scene was deficient in beaAtjr, it was 
not wunting in activity and bfe. In the river the 
Teasels were in otany parts so crowded as to be 
moored side by side. This was especi^ly the case 
where the coUiers from Newcastle and Sunder- 
land lay. The river seemed to form a sort of 
floating community in itself, a district of London, 
with its population, its floating chapels, its police 
stations, its refectories. Belk tinkled on all sides, 
inviting the lovers of gin and rum to drink and be 
mefiy. The movement of barges, canal-boats, 
wberries, and steamers, with ships, brigs, and 
schooners, beating up with the tide under their lee, 
or Bailing less fleetly before the wind, added to the 
noise of the steamers, and the cries of the sailon 
and watermen, formed altogether a scene of bustle 
and animation comparable only to that which was 
exhibited in aqpther way by Piccadilly or Cheap- 
side. 

Here, too, it was very easy to be run over, if one 
had the least taste for such a catastrc^be. It re- 
quired no link Care to navigate amid bo masy dif- 
ficulties. The waterman, as he at the same time 
gnided and prc^lled the light wherry, looked wa- 
rily over either shoulder. And reason good ; for 
not a day passes by wi^out its iiecoid of drowning 
or disaster. As we Mepped into the boat, vre had 



been confrostad by the conspicuouslyHJisplayed 
and comforting notification where might be found 
the appaiatuB of the Huciitne Society for the re- 
covery of drowned persons ; while beside it a man 
was juBt then posting the following placard : — " One 
pound reward for the body of William Jones, who 
waa drowned yesterday, near Southwaik Bridge. 
Had on a blue jacket and check shirt. To be kept 
ftfloat." To be kept afloat ! Poor fellow! If he 
could have kept himself so, his old mother, for 
Elizabeth Jones, who signed the^pcr, was doubt- 
less she, might have saved her pound, and rejoiced 
in a live son instead of mourning over a dead one. 
The tide and the sculls of ourwatermaanooii 
brought U9 to St. Catharine's Dock. This is the 
newest of these vast artificial harbours. It was 
crowded with ships, and . surrounded with massive 
and substantial 'warehouses. Here was a great 
rendezvous of steamers, engaged in towing vessels 
<m the nrer, or in the transportation of passengers. 
Others, of a larger description, only.inferior in size 
md elegance to those I had been cccustomed to 
see in my own country, lay moored in the sUeam, 
and served to c<»inect London by* a rap^ commu- 
nication with the remote ports of the kingdom, 
as Dublin, Edinburgh, Aberdeeny and Jjiverness, 
or with the contbental ci^ of Rotterdam and 
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Hamburgh. Farther up the riT«|r was seeo the 
fine front of the GuBtom-House, upon which the 
eye dwelt with complacency after the unsightly 
edifices that had hitherto skirted the shore ; 
while beyond, opened in symmetiical series the 
arches of London Bridge. Between St Catha- 
^ne's Dock and the Custom-House, rose in quaint 
and jagged outline the waHs, bastions^ and pin- 
nacled turrets of the Tower of London ; ^e Bas- 
tile of England in remote days, ere liberty had yet 
strengthened herself in the land. 

Ereoted by William the Conqueror, to secur* 
the subjection of the capital of the fair kingdom 
which he had won, the Towei of London connects 
itself with every succeeding event in the history of 
our race. In nicae barbarous times Uian those in 
which we live, it has been the prison-house and the 
place of execution of illustrious victims of tyranny, 
whose Sufienngs the historian has recorded, and 
the poet hallowed in tiadying ^rerse-. Here an 
arched passage under the wall once gare admit- 
tance to the real criminals who had meditated trea- 
son against the state, or those whom royal tyranny 
had marked for Its victims. They were conduct- 
ed by the riTer, with something of the secrecy 
which marked the proceedings of the Inquisititm 
in other countries ; anj the name of the Traitor's 
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Gate, that distik^piiebeii the dark passage through 
which they eoteied, like the Bridge of Sighs in 
Venice, intimated to the victim the nature of hii 
&te. 

Having landed at the Tower Btepa, we weie re* 
ceived by the Yeomen of the Guard, who pennitted 
us to enter, and one of whom, cheered on and ren- 
dered courteous ,by the recollection of his fees, 
charged himself with conducting us. These yeo- 
men, better known as beef-eaters, were dressed in 
doublet and bonnet, the picturesque dress of the 
days of Elizabeth. They should h^ve had slashed 
breeches, red hose, and rosettes in their shoes, as 
is the case with those on duty in the palace at ler- 
ees and festirals ; but they were now in a species 
of vmdress, and their plain blue trousers marked 
their connexion with the age of utility. They 
were armed with heavy halberds, and had the post 
of honour at the gate, though tfae presence of the 
plainer dressed infantry soldier showed that there 
was here a garrison of another kind, and that the 
defence of this important arsenal and armory from 
popular insurrection, and of the state regalia (com 
the hardihood of the swell mob, is not wholly it^ 
trusted to these burly and well-fed veterans. 

Within the 'Courtyard, a nnmbei of objects were 
pointed out to us that were rich in historical inter- 
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est of the most romantic aod mgumful chazwHer. 
There stood the Bloody Tower in which the unfor- 
tonate young princes, Edward V. and his brother, 
are aaid to have been smothered l^ that Richard 
whom Shakspeare has consigned to an immortality 
of detestation. Within the walls of the adjoining 
Church of St Peter repose the headless trunks of 
countless victims of their own misdeeds, or others' 
cruelty ; bishops, nobles, queens of England ; a 
Somerset, a Dudley, a Monmouth, a Catharine 
Howard, and the ill-fated Anna Boleyn. The 
Beanchamp Tower ia shown as the prison in 
which this last was confined, and whence she 
penned her well-known epistle to her brutal lord. 
Here too was confined one whose fame was still 
purer, and her fate yet more deplorable, — the Lady 
Jane Grey. 

The Tower of London haring long ceased to be 
formidable -as a fortress, is now best known as th^ 
depository of the Regalia of England, and as one 
of the most extensive armories in the world. There 
is one immense room, containing, as we were told, 
no fewer than: two hundred ^ousand muskets. 
They were most tastefully and conveniently ar- 
ranged, and in perfect order. There was much 
here to convey an idea of the power of England, — 
of the strength' which she could put forth. If 



there was atnnethuig to indicate what she coold do, 
there were also not a few ejects to call to mind 
that which she had done. On all sides were seen 
trophies of her victories by land and sea ; and in a 
noble gallery called the Horse Armory, were arrayed 
in complete panoply, mounted, and. lance in hand, 
the effigies of many of her ^eatest Trairiois, clad 
in the very armour wfaich they had worn. If the 
sight of these vivid images of the heroes of other 
times, and the memory of- their deeds which they 
recalled, awakened an admiratron for the age in 
which they lived, there were not wanting other 
objects to quality it, and turn the compamon in 
favour of our own. Among the various weapons 
possessing historical interest, which are here pre- 
served, is the axe which severed the head of Anna 
Boleyn. In that age, a queen of England sus- 
pected of infidelity, or whose person had ceased 
to give pleasure to her lord, was decapitated with 
Bfl little ceremony as a bam-ya^ fowl in ours. 
AH that is changed ; and if an unfaithful or unpala- 
table queen is to be despatched now, it is only by 
the mortification of a public trial, and the con- 
temptuoos exclusion from the pageant of a coro- 
nation. 

The regalia of England js preserved in a very 
massive, strong tower, vrithoat windows, and quite 
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dark from without, being lit by a powerful lamp, 
-which exhibits the brilliancy and value of the 'pn- 
cious flttmeg. Eveiy thing is admirably arranged 
for exhibition ; the imperial crown and other of the 
moBt piecioas articles are turned round so as to be 
seen od all sides, by means of an ingenious ma- 
chinery, touched by the ancient dame who exhibits 
them. Comfortable seats wiA stuffed cushions 
are arranged for the spectators, whence they may 
sit and listen to the studied oration of the ezhibiter, 
and gloat at their ease orer the priceless treasure. 
After the moumful associatiot^ of the Tower, there 
was something wonderfully ludicrous in the dis- 
course of the old show-woman. It was the farce 
following upon the heels of the tragedy. She has 
held the same station, and sung the same song, from 
daylight to dark, during a score of years. It was 
chanted in a sort of whining recitative, and some 
parts of it ran as follows. " This is the golden 
font what baptizes hall the princes and princesses 
of the royal family ; the hampuler, or golden lieagle 
aa olds the oly hoil what hanoints the king hat the 
coronation ; the golden fountain iriiat plays the wine 
at the coronation ; Uie golden saltcellai of state in the 
form of the White Tower, what stands at the king's 
table at the coronation ; Harmilla, hor bracelets ; 
Curtana, the Sword of Justice and hof Mercy; die 
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Oolden Spoon." After an awful pause to prepare 
for the dimaz, in a tone of increased eamestnees 
and importance she went on, — " This is the Him- 
perial Crown ; the pearl upon the top was pawned 
by Cromwell in Olland for eighteen thousand 
pounds.; the red stone which you see is an uncut 
ruby of hinesteemable valbew ; without the ruby the 
crown is valued at one miUion of pounds." Here 
ended the oration. It was recited in a studied 
strain, and by the aid of the euphonious word coro- 
nation, so frequently recurring, had a most dancing, 
poetical sound. 

I was so greatly amused, that as there happened 
to be plenty of roinn, I remained to hear the same 
song sung over again to the next party. Whea 
they were gone, I suggested to my friend the Terj 
American idea of selling " the uncut ruby of inesti- 
mable value" for the purpose of completing the 
Tunnel. As I expected, the old woman ^as struck 
with horror, opening her eyes and lifting her hands 
with a lackadaisical expression which was iiresisti- 
bly ludicrous. Yet she spoke not; her ideas 
seemed to follow only one track ; her daily medi- 
tations, and nightly musings, with the muttered 
words that reveal the tenour of her. dreams, all 
doubtless tell only of the coronation and its regalia. 

This, however, like all extreme cases, I found & 
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little beyond the truth, and that there was anothei 
idea that vibrated in her miod, and one other song 
that she was capaUe of singing to the tune of half 
a crown. Having a particular fondness for putting 
people in a good-humour with, their condition, I 
could not help saying to her — " How happy you 
are, to be able to see all these fine things for nothing 
every day !" To which sbe replied with unexpected 
Bprightliness, " An hi honly got that for my pains, 
hi should be badly hoff !" 

Though somewhat shocked at my extraordinary 
proposition, after all she was a woman ; and when I 
told her that I was dying for a glass of water, 
though quite out of .her line, she kindly undertook 
to procure me some, and sent the yeoman who 
accompanied us to her quarters in quest of it. 
When I told her, as I took leave, that she had 
probably saved my life, she quite forgave the pre- 
vious atrocity of my proposition, although, no 
doubt, she still looked upon me as a strange, unin- 
telligible fellow, all of which would certainly have 
seemed obvious and natural enough to her had sbe 
btit known that I came from a country whichj so 
far from possessing an imperial crown, a golden 
oib, a sceptre and dove, had not even a curtana, an 
aimilla, or ampulla or golden eagle, and undertook 
to transact the gravest affahs without so much as 
a golden saltcellar of state. 
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CHAPTER V. 

OUVmVB AOTXHTUBE8. 



As we were in the neighbourhDod of St. Catha- 
rine's Dock, the occasion seemed &TounbIe for 
going to see it, and, at the aame time, to take a 
look at the Ho&nibal. The St. Catharine's Bock 
is the moBt recently constructed of all the docks <A 
London, having only been opened in 1623, in less 
than two years from the time of its commencement. 
It covers a space of twenty-four acres in eitent, 
about half of which forms the artificial harbour 
in which the vessels float, and the rest is covered 
by the sheds and warehouses that surround it. 
Every thing was massive and grand, in the con- 
struction of this vast establishment. The walls of 
the dock, were formed of hewn stones of vast size, 
while the lofty edifices surrounding it were sup- 
ported upon cast-iron colunine of enormous bulk. 
The open space below formed a covered shed, 
under which the cargoes discharged from the ves- 
sels adjoining are af once placed under cover from 
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the weather. Here were vessels from ail parts of 
the world ; and the cotton, potashes, and turpentine 
of America, mingled theii odouis with hides from 
South America, or the more aavoury teas and spices 
of the East The buildings that enclose the dock 
not only contain extensive warehouses for goods, 
but the offices connected with the docks them- 
selves, as well as a branch of the custom-house : 
80 that all the business connected with the lading 
or discharging of a ship may be despatched upon 
the spot. It struck me as furnishing a striking in- 
stance of the liberal way in which establishments 
ate conducted here, to be told that -the secretary 
of this institution, which is a joint-stock company, 
established with a view to profit and the beneficial 
investment of money, was himself a man of f<ntune, 
and, moreover, a city knight, who has, in the build- 
ings of the dock, a magnificent suite of rooms> 
where he entertains the directors in a costly style 
at the expense of the company, from which he re- 
ceives besides a most liberal salary. These docks 
are rendered necessary in London by the great rise 
and &11 of the tide, which make it impossible for 
vessels to float beside the banks of the river, and 
as an only alternative to discharging and lading 
with much expense, difficulty, and risk, in^the 
crowded anchorage in the middle of the stream. 
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Some idea may be fonned of the extent and mag- 
nificence of these works, &om the circumstance 
of St. Catharine's Dock having cost, in the pur< 
chose of the ground, the excavation, and construc- 
tions, no less a sum than two millions sterhng. 

Finding our way through a variety of antique 
thoroughfares to Eastcheap, Lombard- street, and 
Comhill, we circumnavigated the Exchange, and 
deposited ourselves safely in an omnibus, to drive 
to the neighbourhood of Regent's Park. The cad, 
who stood hke a parrot on his perch at the side of 
the door, was chattering away a collection of set 
phrases in a nasal style of cockney eloquence. He 
seemed to know our object ere we were quite sure 
of it ourselves ; and, beckoning in a coaxing and 
most winning way with his forefinger, very politely 
invited us to get in. I had frequent occasion after- . 
ward to be amused with the very different measure 
of courtesy which is meted out to the coming and 
departing passenger, as well as the lofty and inde- 
pendent air which the cads about the Exchange 
assume in wet weather, when each man, as he 
enters, is informed that he cannot pass for less 
than a shilling, instead of the customary sixpence, 
which is the common fare from the Bank to Pad- 
dington. 
The omnibus iQto which we entered was nearly 
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full. Near the door sat motionless and iDtrenched 
behind an unapproachable dignity, appaiently caU 
ciliated to neutralize the condeaceasion which had 
induced her to enter bo common a coareyance, a 
thin, starved, prim old maid, who had rery mach 
the air of a retired housekeeper, whom business 
connected with the investment of her spoils of 
office might have led to the inelegant precincts of 
Change-alley. There she sat, perpendicularly np< 
right, her sharp knees thrust out at right angles, and 
pressed together with the fixed resolvedness of a 
confirmed and uncompromising c^libataire. She 
was evidently detennined to move or make room 
for nobody, and getting by her was vety much hke 
what one mighc fimcy a journey among cheraux- 
de-frise. Presently after came another wconan of 
a certain age, whose wasted face was excessively 
rouged. She was most fiauntingly dressed, having 
a long pelerine cape depending on either side from 
her red silk cloak ; her head was covered with a 
bonnet of not inferior pretension to Jeanie's famed 
Lunardi, which Bunis's verse shows us to have 
been so awiiilly desecrated. It was lined with 
lace, decked with many-coloured and fluttering 
ribands, and had, on the very summit, instead of the 
"ugly, creepin', blastit wonner" which the poet 
apostrophizes, a single ambitious little feather, 
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that Stood proudly on end, like a cock when it is 
about to crow. The elegant lady, whose garments 
were redolent of musk and mille fleurs, stopped at 
the threshold, exclaiming, " Where am I to set ? I 
don't see how I'm to get by," The stiff lady- 
would not budge an inch. The guard, having his 
number of fourteen complete, closed the door, leav- 
ing the difficulty to settle itself, and for only answer 
crying to the driver " All right !" The horses start- 
ed, and the elegant lady came with violence up<m 
the stiff one, clawing h^r bcMsnet in the effort to save 
herself. I felt sure that there was to be a iight, 
and was grieved to the heart to find that there was 
to be no scattering of false hair and ribands. A 
benevolent and fat citizen endeavoured to make 
himself thin for her sake, and contrived to squeeze 
her in beside him.- And so we set forward. 
We were not, however, doomed to proceed far 
- on our way thus happily. As we turned into Cole- 
man-street, there was already the beginning of one 
of those blockades or embarrassments, of which I 
had already seen many in my short rantbles through 
Uie city. Our ■ driver, instead of waiting where 
he was, pressed forward, blocked the pass, and 
rendered the entanglement complete. It was s 
confiised mass of ponderous carts and wagons, of 
immense ambulatory advertisers,- huge skeleton 
VOL. n. — D 7 
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bouses, covered with handbills, mimic steambo&ta 
vith funnels mounted upon wheels, and pasted with 
placards of packets from DoTei and Southampton ; 
there were hackney-coaches and cabs, donkey- 
chaises, and the cart of an unfortunate cat's-meat 
merchant, whose unhappy coadjutors, a couple of 
greasy dogs, terrified, and with their tails between 
their legs, sought refuge from the crash and confu- 
sion by crawling stealthily with tfaeir Tehicle under 
the ambulatory advertiser, in the hope of finding 
protection under its shadow. Loud and angry 
voices began to be beard in curaes and recrimina- 
tion on every side ; there was likely to be a gen- 
eral crash, succeeded by a fight. The stiff lady 
continued to look dignified ; the dashing lady, ter- 
rified by the noise, the uproar, and the possibility 
of a catastrophe, began to sicken with apprehen- 
sion, and partly, perhaps, with her own perfumes. 
She made known her condition to the benevolent 
citizen beside her, and begged to be permitted to 
approach the door. The scene approached iu cli- 
max of confusion and absurdity, and I was delight- 
ed. Just then a policemui stepped up and looked 
into the matter. There wa8 a stout gentleman im- 
mediately before us, whose hearty condition did not 
protect him from impatience ; he sat bolt upright 
in a little gig, grasping his whip with energy, and 
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grating his teeth, as if he had courage sufficient to 
drive the litlle pony that drew him over every ob- 
stacle that opposed hia progress to his suburban 
box, where, at a given hour and minute, awaited 
his expecting rib, and the customary joint of mut- 
ton. The policeman, without asking leave of the 
choleric citizen, very quietly took the pony by the 
head, and drew pony, gig, and gmtleman high and 
dry upon the side-walk. He then caused our om- 
nibus to advance to the left, and made room for a 
clamorous drayman to pass us. This was a stout 
feliov, in blue frock, breechesi and hoh-nailed 
shoes, with a well-fed, florid, beer-drinking physi- 
ognomy. He was not satisfled with simply getUng 
by, but paused a moment to vent his abuse against 
the omnibuses. He addressed the policeman in a 
somewhat threatening tone, " Why ar'n't you made 
that homnibus keep back? Theys want smash- 
ing;" and, seeing me smile with delight at the 
comic oddity of the scene, he shook his head an- 
grily, and whip at the same time, as he presently 
added, " and them as rides in um as well !" Aa 
he passed across our stem, he gave a practical 
illustration oi his idea, by causing his heavy hind 
wheel to come in contact with our projecting step, 
so as to carry off a part of it, and give the whole 
Tehicle a fearful twitch, which brought the elegant 
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Judy's heart into herin«ith, and her lancheon witk 
it, and even aent a Ircmour orer the rigid frame of 
her stiff antagonist. 

The press now began to diminish, and the possi- 
bility of ultimate escspe to dawnnponus. The 
opposite lines of yehicles got slowly into motion ; 
the citizen, placed upon the shelf so unceremoni- 
ously, came down from his dignified station, and 
cracked his whip with renewed impatience. The 
dogs of the cat's-meat merchant stole out from their 
retreat under the ambulatory advertiser, and gradu- 
ally raised their tails with an air of recoTernl im- 
portance ; and we, following in our turn, released 
ourselves at length dexterously from the press, and 
went on our way rejoicing. 

Soon we came to Finsbury Square ; the scene 
of nrban grandeur in past times, where merchants 
first conceived the idea of living apart from their 
counting-houses ; now, with tlje growth of more 
fashionably ambitious views, abandoned to inferior 
fradera and dependants of commerce, for the fresh- 
er glories of the West End. Presently we entered 
the City Road, passing the turnpike gate, one 
of a complete series that Burrounds' the capital, 
occasioning a delay and inconvenience to travellers 
which the stranger is apt to think might be advanta- 
geously obviated without detriment to the excel- 
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lent condilion of the loaii^^ — «( all events within the 
immediate piecincts of the mstropolis,— b]r some 
other species of t&xation of less inconvenient col< 
lection. 

Passing the vast warehouses in which goods are 
deposited for Uansportation by the canal for the in- 
terior, which reaches the place by means oi s tun- 
nel excavated under the surface, and without loss 
of valuable ground, we came at length to the An- 
gel Inn, situated at the fork of several roads lead- 
ing to the north of Eoglabd, and wellnigh as 
great a thoroughfare end halting-place as the Ele- 
phant and Castle, at the opposite extremity, by 
which I had, a few days before, entered London. 
Here the passing was prodigious, and the move- 
ment and activity unbounded. 

We halted here a few minutes to set down and 
take up passengers ; and so again on the New 
Road at King's Cross, and Tottenham Comer. 
The time of stopping at each place was three min- 
utes ; and persons were stationed on the spot to take 
note of the time, and compel each driver to go on 
the moment another had arrived to replace him. It 
was the object of each to remain at the station as 
long as possible, so as to leave as much space as 
might be between his predecessor and himself, and 
increase the chances of Unding passengers to pick 
T 
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up. Hence the motive for driTing through quick, to 
dislodge the antecedent, which they accordingly 
do at a most furious pace, to the inlinite tenor of 
whatever lies in the way. Hence, also, frequent 
contentions with each other, and quanels with the 
police. The papers were daily filled with accounts 
of outrages committed by omnibus ruffians, as they 
were familiarly and habitually called. With a 
view to abate this nuisance, an act of Parliament 
had been passed, authorizing the police to take into 
custody, without lodging a complaint, the drivers 
of any public vehicles which might' be found ob- 
structing the king's highway. Soon after, I saw an 
account of two drivers of omnibuses having been 
taken into custody at the King's Cross, and fined 
forty shillings each under ^is act. The next day 
there was a most amusing notice of the manner in 
which the same two individuals contrived to break 
tJie law, interfere with the public convenience, and 
yet to avoid the infliction of the penalty. To do 
this, they actually came upon the ground chained 
fast to their boxes, and secured with padlocks ; and 
when the police attempted to arrest them, they 
laughed them to scorn, and shook their chains at 
them. 

" Set me down at Maiden Lane !" said the stiff 
lady, with an air of authority. " Thia is die very 
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place," Baid the driver, stopping his horses. She 
stumbled to Uie door, trampllDg upon those in the 
way, and commenced expostulating with the cad. 
" I can't get out in this here mud." The omnibus 
remained quiet, and the worthy resident of Maiden 
Lane, having fumbled and hunted her pocket, at 
length drew forth a reluctant sixpence, and went 
off grumbling and muttering, casting scornful and 
Tindiciive glances at the departing vehicle, as she 
surveyed h£r soiled shoes and draggled finery. 

As we drove through this part of London, which 
is called PentonviUe, it began to improve greatly in 
appearance. The smoke was much less dense, and 
the atmosphere of a less artificial character. The 
houses were of more recent construction, and were 
frequently built in terraces, on a uniform plan, 
standing back from the road, and having an en- 
closed and planted space of ground in front, for the 
recreation of the neighbouring inmates. Here, too, 
were a number of public buildings, though none of 
them possessed any particular beauty. There was 
one, however, of great pretension, which particu- 
larly attracted my attention. This was the church 
of St. Pancras. It was in a classical tastei finely 
executed in Portland stone. In its details it was 
very beautiful. The body of the church was sim- 
ple, well-proportioned, and elegant; the portico, 
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aiutained upon six Ionic columns, was strikingly 
beautiful; the projecting wings at the extremity, 
containing the Tcstry-ioom and registry, were 
pleasing objects in themseWeE ; and the steeple 
was, singly considered, graceful and very elegant. 
I was not astonished to hear that the church itself 
was imitated from an Athenian temple, as also the 
steeple, which is copied from the Temple of the 
Winds, in the same city. This church was a sin- 
gular instance, bow in arcbitectaxe a displeasing 
and monstrous whole may be produced, by the 
blending of discordant and inharmonious beauties. 
Each part of this edifice, when separately coa- 
sidered, was beauti&l,yet the whole was offen8i?e 
to the eye. 

That night I went to the Adelphi Theatre, to see 
a number of small pieces in the style of the French 
vaudevilles. Tbey were no fewer than four to 
number. One of them was the Rake and his Pu- 
pil, which was full of triumphant vice, and tbe But- 
terfly's Ball, which was a tissue of folly and ab- 
surdity of the nwst consummate kind. There was 
also a roelodrame, entitled Grace Huntley, which 
I beheld with great interest, because it was true to 
nature, and evidently a faithful picture of man- 
ners ; possibly ti^e mere dramatizing of something 
which had actually occurred within the knowledge 
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of the author of the piece. The story is as fol- 
lows ; — 

Grace Huntley is a sweet, interesting, senattive 
gill, who becomes attached to a vicious village 
hero, who has already made some progress in the 
career of vice. Her father, knowing the character 
of Joseph Huntley, for such is bis name, and being 
devoted to his daughter, whose happiness is the sole 
care of his heart, forbids her to think of him, or 
ever to see him again. She promises to obey her 
father's injunctions ; but having previously grautad 
a rendezvous to Joseph in ber own house at mid- 
night, which is a very cuBtomary moral of the Eng- 
lish stage, she cannot forego her desire to see and 
embrace him for the last time. She opens the 
door as had been concerted, and Joseph enters, in- 
troducing at the same time one Sandy Smith, a 
notorious ruffian, with whom he had planned the 
robbery of the father's property, consisting chiefly 
in a casket of gold. After a very tender interview 
in the dark, and the customary quantity of kissing 
and dalliance for the benefit of the audience, Hunt- 
ley takes his leave. She closes the door and re^ 
tires. The ruffian Smith now comes forth, a 
'specimen of the cold-blooded, heartless English 
thief, with appropriate slang ^out tush, blunt, and 
the like. Huntley had given him information 
nS 
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where the tresBuce waa to be found, a secret which 
he had previously extracted from his confiding mia- 
tresB, He forces the drawer, possesses himself 
of the casket, and is about retiring, when the aged 
man, hearing a noise, comes forth and seizes the 
thief as he is about escaping through the window. 
They struggle a moment together, and Grace's 
father falls, stabbed to the heart by the ruffian. 
Grace enters to see the consequences of her diso- 
bedience in admitting her lover, and of course the 
scene is sufficiently deplorable. 

There is now an interval of some years, and 
Grace, who is represented as a model of female 
delicacy and virtue, und in whose favour the sym- 
pathies are enlisted without any qualification, ap- 
pears as the wife of Huntley, the man who had 
caused the murder of her doting father. They 
are the parents of a lad who is now eight ye^rs old. 
Her property had been wasted; she is in a wretched 
state of want; aneglected, care-worn, heart-broken, 
yet alill fond and affectionate woman. Her hus- 
band leaves her for days together to go forth ma- 
rauding; he rejects the proffered kindness with 
which she greets his return, and, not content with 
thus requiting her affection to himself, he robs her 
of the attachment and allegiance of her child and 
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seduces him away to a«siat him in his career of 
Clime. 

Sandy Smith, the associate Tillain, now appears 
again upon the scene. They have a plot for the 
robbery of a neighbouring squire. The child is 
necessary to its execution, he being able, from his 
size, to pass through a grated window, and open the 
door within for their admission. The mother, who 
suspects the nature of the project, expostulates with 
her husband about the vicious inclinations and 
waning affections of her son, who is dow more 
than half seduced from his duty to her. He pushes 
her from him in disdain, swearing that she shall yet 
hare the satisfaction of seeing her son end his days 
on the gallows. The rogues elude the mother's 
watchfulness; the child himself deceives her by 
appearing to be aeleep, and presently she finds that 
he is gone. She is now half distracted with appre- 
hension and horror. She rushes forth in the midst 
of a violent storm. Directing her stej» to a soli- 
tary hut ivhich is the lair of Smith, she discovers, 
through a 61eft in the door. Smith and Huntley con- 
cealing some plate and other spoi^ assisted by her 
child. The sight overpowers her, and she rushes 
madly away. 

There is now a violent struggle between her still 
fondly lingering love for her hiipbaud, and her af- 
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fectim for her child. The threat that ehe should 
see him hanging slill rings in her ears, and she 
already fancies it realised. The maternal feeling 
prevails over all else. She goes to a justice of the 
peace, anddenounces ber husband and his associate, 
claiming only forgiveness for her chiM. Here is a 
trial, and a succession of deplwable scenes. Hunt- 
ley is found guilty od the testimony of his vrife, and 
the child liberated. She falls at the feet of her hus- 
band, pleads her interest in her boy, and begs for 
his forgiveness. He curses and spurns her. At 
length, however, to relieve the strained sensibilities 
of the audience, he is made to relent. There is a 
reconciliation. She telU him how she will nurture 
and train to virtue the child of their affection, and 
in the midst of a most pathetic parting, ventures 
to put fcffth the hope that they may yet meet and 
be happy, in that distant land to which he was ex- 
iled. It would not have been poetical to name 
that land, which was, of course, no other than 
Botany Bay. 

Such briefly was this piece, to which a perfectly 
natural performance gave a striking character of 
reality, winding the feelings up to a painful pitch 
of excitement. My readers can judge for them- 
selves both of the good taste and the morgl ten- 
dency of eshibitioss such as these. Let us hope. 
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that in imitating a stage &om which we botrow 
alike the pieces and those who are to perform them, 
some pains may be taken to exclude from our the- 
atres such dramas as Giace Huntley, which have 
no reference to any state of manned existing 
among us; which tend to familiarize the mind 
with (Time, and exhibit life in its most atrocious 
forms ; and which select vice for their theme, in- 
stead of seeking inspiralionB in the beauty and 
loveliness of virtue. i 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Choreh— Dri™ to Hyde Psrk— Apaley House— The Park— Eqni- 
pages — Air of tbo Gro\ip«— Zoolofiiciil Oudeiu — A HeUncholj 
Moakey. 

The next day; being Sunday, I went to church, 
directing my steps towards the venerable temple of 
St. Martin's in the Fields. Once a suburban parish 
chuich, it is now in one of the densest quarters of 
London, with the town extending for miles in every 
direction. The door was defended by fat beadles, 
with laced hats and cloaks, and heavy macea, who 
had the same occupation of keeping order among 
mischief- making urchins as is assigned to the less 
richly-dressed and portly heroes of the rattan, who 
perform the same office in our country. A female 
pew-opener conducted me with great civility to an 
unoccupied seat, having in mind the customary six- 
pennyworth of gratification, which was to be the 
reward of her courtesy. 

There was very little difference in the services 
here, from what I had been accustomed to in the 
Episcopal churches of my own country. I no- 
ticed ft little mue variety in the costume, occa- 
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sioned by the caps and badges, which gave evidence 
of university rank and honours. There was simply 
the prayer for the weal of the state, in which " Our 
soreieign lord the King" occurred instead 6f " the 
President," which the change in our government 
has tendered necessary for us to substitute. The 
worship was performed with solemnity, and the re- 
sponses were perhaps more generally made by the 
congregation than with us. I noticed that every 
one, in entering the pew, hid bis head in his hat for 
a moment, and was, or seemed to be, absorbed in 
a short preparatory prayer. Perhaps there was 
somewhat more of a professional air in the clergy 
men, as if what they *ere doing was in the way 
of business, for which they were sufficiently paid, 
rather than a work of predilection. The females 
were not so well dressed, and the men perhaps bet- 
ter, than they would have been with us. There 
was less intelligence in the general cast of coun- 
tenance than would have he%n found probably in 
an American congregation of the same number ; 
but there was a decidedly greater prevailing air of 
health; an appearajice of less thought and care; 
and altogether a more happy and cheerful aspect. 

In the afternoon, one of my countrymen, residing 
in London, came to drive me to Hyde Park. Pas- 
sing down Pall Mall, we came to St. James's Pal- 
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ace, which I had not yet seen. It is of dingy 
brick, with Elizabethan windows irregularly scat- 
tered about the front, and having a Gothic portal, 
flanked by octagonal towers. It is alike destitute 
<^ grace, elegance, and grandeur ; and perhaps it 
is impossible anywhere to see a palace, having less 
the air of one. In turning up St. James's-istreet^ 
there were many club-rooms whose external ap- 
pearance was far more imposing. There were a 
few stray fashionables lingering about the doors ; 
and some tall, fine-looking officers of the Guards, 
whose companies were doubtless on duty at the 
Palace. 

Turning doT^n Piccadilly, we found ourselves in 
the full whirl of one of the greatest of the liondon 
thoroughfares. An army of coaches and omni- 
buses were drawn up about a famous booking of- 
fice, which was pointed out to me as the noted 
White Horse Cellar. Beyond were some fine 
mansions of the rich* and great, which looked out 
on as disagreeable a scene of noise, confusion, and 
dust, as evereven Broadwaycouldlayclaimto. In 
front, however, the Green Park was in view, ex- 
tending itself in a succession of groves and lawns, 
and tending, in some degree, to qualify what was 
disagreeable in the situation. 

Presently we reached' the entrance to Hyde 



SUNDAY IN LONDON. 89 

Paik. Here, at the corner, stands Apsley House, 
the town mansion of the Duke of Wellingtoa- It 
has a pediment and colonnade in front, which, with 
other architectural ornaments, tend rather to dia- 
tigaie than embellish it ; as it is wanting in just 
proportions, has a very stilted look, and is shaped 
very much like a common dwelling. It is well 
placed, however, for the residence of a distiDgnished 
individual, who has been so conspicuously before 
the public as the noble inmate. It overlooks both 
the Green and Hyde Park, which are here entered 
by imposing triumphal arches, and commands a 
view in the latter of the colossal statue of Achilles, 
cast from cannon captured in the Peninsula, and 
dedicated to the duke and his companions in arms 
by their countrywomen. 

There is, however, animpervious obstacle to the 
illustrious soldier's contemplating this tribute of 
national gratitude, in the shape of bullet-proof 
blinds, which were affixed to all the windows of 
Apsley House, for the protection of the inmates 
from popular violence, at the time when the pubhc 
mind was agitated by the question of Parliamentary 
reform, of which the iion duke was the strenuous 
opposer. The very residence which the gratitude 
of his countrymen had either bestowed on him or 
enabled him to purchase, then required to be forti- 
8* 
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fied to protect hie life against their fury. It wag a 
singular instance of the durability and value of 
popular applause, that the individual who had shed 
the first glory on the British arms that they had 
known on land since the days of Marlborough, af- 
ter having been raised, by the unirersal acclama- 
tion of a whole admiring nation, to the first place, 
as a subject, in rank, honour, and public estimation, 
should, without the commission of any crime, with- 
out any stretch of authority, and for die simple 
maintenance of that right of opinion which the con- 
stitution permitted to him, find himself, after an 
interval of a few years, so much the object of pub- 
lic rage and detestation, as to need such a protec- 
tion for his life in the sanctuary of his fireside. 

Hyde Park is not a very attractive place in it- 
self^ considered as a public promenade. It is a 
naked plain, almost entirely destitute of undula- 
tion and variety, and having few trees. There are 
some fine mansions adjoining it, and the Serpen- 
tine, with its bridges, produces a pleasing effect ; 
but, on the whole, it is greatly inferior both to St. 
James's and Regent's Park, though a much more 
fashionable resort than either. 

It was not the gay season in London, and I re- 
membered well the decision of the ladies' maids on 
the coach from Graresend, that there was ahsolutel]r 
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nobody in town. Yet here was an immense ciowd 
of well-dreHBed people filling every avenue, and 
thousands of fine equipages passing each othei in 
paiallel fil^s. Here, too, weie well-mounted horse- 
men, followed by not less well-mounted grooms, 
and quantities of city worthies, clerks and appren- 
tices doubtless, scuffling and labouring hard with 
unfortunate hackneys, which, if they were superior 
to those " old hair trunks" which it was the doom 
of the gay and sprightly Fajiny to honour with her 
gentle pressure on our transatlantic sho,res, were 
yet not so much so as to conceal their connexion 
with the same ill-starred fraternity, the public's 
borses, in all countries. 

The scene, while it reminded me of similar ones 
in Madrid, Naples, Milan, Lima, or Havana, pre- 
sented striking differences, growing out of national 
character. In all these places the company seemed 
to be known to each other, and to have come to- 
gether full of life and spirits, and the determination 
to be pleased. The nods of recognition, the grace- 
ful beckoning of the fan or fingers, the brightening 
eye, and the passing word of salutation, exchanged 
widi wamtlh and kindness, all, as I thought of them, 
brought vividly to my mind the charms of ih.e paseo. 
Hyde Park, on the contrary, though excelling in the 
magnificence of the equipages, the liveriea, and the 
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horses, every thing of the aort I had ever seen, was, 
if one looked to the countenances of the assistants, 
a scene of gloom and despondencyr The crowd 
seemed to have ccmie forth not in search of joy, but 
to parade its ennuis. It was a collection of sullen 
looks and care-worn countenances. None seemed 
to know each other, and there was no gay inter- 
change of sprightly recognition. 

Something of this may have been owing to the 
enormous sise of the capilal,.of which this was the 
gathering; but more to the prevailing absence of 
sociality, and to the distinction of classes and the 
various shades of respectability, as numerous as 
the individuals laying claim to it. Many, doubt- 
less, who were proud to claim each other aa Crienda 
in the avenues of the Exchange the day before, 
now skilled in all the arts of cutting aa practised in 
Uiis country, of which it is the claseic land, con- 
trived to be looking in some other direction as they 
approached an acquaintance whose recognition 
might ruin them, or else to stare at him with a 
vacant, unconscious gaze. Perhaps the moat atri- 
king cause of the gloom and solemnity of this scene 
of amusement might be found, after all, in the mu- 
sing and contemplative character of our race, and 
might equally be noticed on similar occasions in 
our own country. We have little of that gushing 
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flow of spirits and exuberant desire to be pleased 
which characterize somaay other people. We are 
grave, solemn, and reflective in' the midst of oar 
sports, and are apt to carry with us to scenes of 
festivity that melancholy and musing mood which 
is the prevailing habit of our minds. 

Leaving this glittering yet disheartening scene, 
we drove to the Regent's Park. The press had 
been so great at the place we had just left, that it 
seemed as though all the world were there assem- 
bled. Yet here it was scarce inferior. Crowds 
of carriages and led horses surrounded the Zoologi- 
cal Gardens, in attendance upon those who ware 
engaged in the favourite Sunday amusement of 
London, — a visit to the wild beasts. In the gay 
season it is perhaps the most fashionable resort of 
the metropolis ; and I have seen, at the same time, 
dukes, and marquises, a prime minister, a lord 
hi(^ chancellor, and distinguished leaders of the 
opposition, deposing their grandeurs, their cares of 
state, and brooding intrigues and aspirations after 
office, to gather quietly round, and witness peacea- 
bly together, the manceuvies of the camelopard 
and the rhinoceros, or the bathing of the elephant. 

This is an institution which had its origin in 
that spirit of association which has achieved so 
much in England. At the end of a very few years 
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it alretidy exceeds whM royal muDificence has only 
been able to accomplisli in a succession of reigns 
in a neighbouring capital. The payment of a tri- 
fling subscription, by many people, has led to the 
creaUoH of a beautiful garden, of a tasteful and 
pleasing arrangement, such as is peculiar to this 
country. Specimens of rare, curious, and beauti> 
iiil animals hare been collected from every corner 
of the world, and the study of the structure, char- 
acter, and habits of what is most iDteresting in 
the works of the Creator, is thus rendered easy and 
entertaining to the young. The arrangement of 
the species is made with great care and order, and 
many of the animals are lodged in instic cottages, 
in the style of the country from which they came. 
Here, too, are strange exotic plants ; so that a walk 
through this garden is in some measure like a rapid 
journey oter the worid. 

In order to connect two portions of the garden 
lying on different sides of the public road, without 
the inconvenience of traversing it, there is a beauti- 
ful tunnel, which carries the footway tastefully be- 
neath it. Every thing, in short, about this estab- 
lishment, which might be repeated in the iicigh- 
bourhood of any of our large cities, if the taste and 
public spirit were not wanting, is of a finished and 
perfect character. 

r,»,..<i,> Google 
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Among all the animals here collected, the tnon* 
keys were, as usual, the decided favourites, in at- 
tracting both little children and ^ose who were full 
grown. So far as my own tastes go, they are to 
me the most disgusting of animals. I cannot un- 
derstand the pleasure which is found in such pets 
as these, and should as soon think of making a 
companion of a monkey, as of the individual who 
couM be gratilied by such an association. To say 
nothing of its odour, which should be enough to 
satisfy ordinary sensibility, I cannot endure it for 
its resemblance to man. When I look at one, and 
watch its movements, so like our own, the way in 
which it uses its fingers, evinces affection, or nurses 
its young, and, above all, when I study its counte- 
nance, in which intelligence and inquiry may be 
detected, or pleasure and pain, expressing them- 
selves by smiles and frowns, just as in the human 
&ce divine, it almost seems to me as if nature had 
been seized with an access of ridicule and satire, 
and humbled itself to the taste of caricaturing hu- 
manity. May not this be meant to inculcate a les- 
son of humility, by showing us, that wiUi all our 
god-like qualities, we are, after all, but a better 
order of monkeys 1 

There was here one large baboon which more psr- 
ticnlarly attracted my attention, and which I looked 
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on with eve^ more horror than that general af er- 
don I have deBcribed. He was a solitary and 
fierce monkey,, shut op by himself, quite alone, 
Itnd devoured by eimui. When I first discovered 
him he was sitting musing, and with a most misan- 
thropic RouBseau-Byronic expression, in a comer 
of his cell. If it had been lawful for a baboon to 
quote poetry, I am sure he would have broken forth 
into the exclamation — 
" Forced from home utd all ita treasures, AAic'i cout 1 left IbiloTii, 

To increase > •tranger'e ireasuree — ontbe raging billows buroe. . 

Hen from England boagbt and aoM me, paid my price in |laltry 
idd. 

But Hiough slaTs thejr liBTe enrolled me, miDds are neter Id be 
Kii." 

I do not think, though, he coiJd have had the heartto 
utter this, lest it should have been the meanS'Of get- 
ting up a monkey mania, and putting this unfortu- 
nate country to the expense of another twenty mill- 
ions' worth of generosity, for the emancipation of 
monkeys. He would, perhaps, rather have been 
satisfied to exclaim — 

" It muet be so ; why elae hare I this wnse 
Of more iBan monkey chamu -and eicellei^ T 
Why else to walk on two so oft essayed, 
And why this ardent passion for a msidT" 

This not being permitted, he was ccmtent to look 
it, which he did every line and letter, together with 
other things, unutterable. Presently he began to 
kick the straw about, like a' miserable bachelor 
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lying on bis bacik, and tossing ^e dotbeB about fw. 
tbe want (rf more agreeable pastime. Then be 
seemed to come to a little, rose, picked tbe straw 
off bis penon, lan bis fingers tbrough bis hair, and 
made his toilet. Now be seemed better pleased 
witb himself and looked along his figure admi- 
ringly. A wooden ball had been given to bim to be- 
guile the tedium of existence. This he now threw 
against the side of bis house, and caught, and 
threw again ; having a very quiet little game of 
fives to himself. But the effort to struggle against 
his cares and be gay was evidently an abortive 
one ; be presently lelapsed into melancholy, and 
the Satanic mood came over him again. Catcbing 
tbe idle toy that was given to him in the place of 
creature comforts, he bit it with rage and vexation, 
then threw it down, tore his hair with both hands, 
and actually looked round as if for something to 
commit suicide. I fee] morally sure that if at that 
moment I bad handed bim my open penknife, he 
would have carried it at once to his jugular. His 
rage seemed to overpower him ; atid he sank help- 
less in the comer, covering himself with straw to 
shut out a hateful world and its impertinent obser- 
TBtian. Such was tbe gnawing misanthropy of 
tbe melancholy monkey. No one could resist the 
hardship of bis oase» to be thus condemned without 
VOL. 11. — 'E . - 9 



98 BUKDAT IN LOHDDN> 

crime to BoHtary coDfinement, or, in comparing ike 
recluBc with those so little his superiors in " chamw 
and excellence," who hovered about as spectators, 
walking upright, with wives upon their anns, could 
venture to deny, that with reason on his side. 
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Biiliy Street*— AdTenlnrei in the fSni-~jL cat'a-meat Herehuit— 
Dmbrellu — Lsbour Exchange — CoiwBnation of WorkiM — Rob. 

Hitherto the weather had been rery fine, not 
only since my arrival in London, but also since our 
approach to the English coast, nearly & foitnight 
before. The wind had generally blown from the 
south, bringing with it a mitdand balmy air, which 
compared most advantageously with what was 
donbtless the prevailing temperature at the time in 
ihe lower latitude of my own country. The at- 
mosphere, though not cloudy, was yet not clear; 
an imperceptible film, which I afterward found to 
be the attendant of even the brightest English day, 
was spread in a gauze-like veil over the heavens. 
Through it the dim sun struggled ; and as he per- 
formed a small section of a circle far in the south- 
ern horizon for his prescribed course, looked down 
with tempered and languid gaze upon the landscape. 
Though there was a dulness in the cUmate as it 
thus exhibited itself, yet there was also some- 
thing calm, melancholy, and contemplative ia it 
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which harmonized with my feelings. I had al- 
most begun to doubt in the existence of those fogs 
and showers with which London was associated in 
my imagination. Now, however, the scene was to 
be changed ; a new week was to introduce a new 
S3rstem ; and London was to exhibit itself in all 
the horrors of its November attire. 

On Monday morning it was only by the aid of a 
light that I could contrive to make my toilet; and 
on descending to the coffee-room, the like aid was 
not unwelcome in discussing breakfast and the 
newspaper. If there were much that was sad and 
gloomy in the scene within doors, the spectacle 
from the windows was most deplorable. The 
street ran down with rain and mud, through which, 
clogged, coated, and overshadowed by his umbrella, 
Btejiped forth the Englishman. Just before the 
door stood a dirt-can, lo which were harnessed two 
wet and disconsolate-looking horses. Some men, 
dressed in tarpaulin clothes, were shovelling the 
rand into their cart, where it floated, a stagnant 
fodi Hard by was a coal-wagon, with its attend- 
ant .colliers, engaged in carrying the fuel in bags 
to a poulterer's opposite. The r&in had made 
some impression upon their blackened faces, leav- 
ing them streaked in the same unseemly way as 
the statues on the front of St. Paul'*, and giviDg a 
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•iDguIai and demoniac ezpreBsioD to their couiit»> 
nances aod glaring eyes. There were quantities of 
women clattering over the pavements in iron clogs, 
and not a few tbieTes and adrentuiers in greasy 
black coats, from which the rain lumed without 
effect, save where a rent left the skin visible. 

The spectacle without was gloomy enough ; the 
coffee-room was still and solemn as some deatb- 
bed scene, and the newspapers served only to 
carry out the one impression of despair which was 
stamped on every thing. One of the first para- 
graphs that struck my eye was a list of suicides. 
There were no fewer than three, in which (he wea- 
pon had been a razor ; and two of the self-mur- 
derers were women. Having remained in the cof- 
fee-room some hours, gazing in utter hopelessness 
in the fire, — for my own room proving to smoke bad- 
ly, I had been obliged to disc<Mitinue the fire there, — 
I at length grew weary, and determined to go out in 
search of distraction, and in the hope of killing a 
little time. So enveloping myself in my cloak, I 
went fnth and strolled along the colonnade. 

Every thing wore an aic of inexpressible gloom. 
The houses of unpainted brick were half hidden at 
their topmost stories by the canopy of smoke, fog, 
and rain which ovevkuog the scene. It did not raia 
with that flamettness and energy common in qui clir 
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mate, which conveys the idea of 

a> a matter of biumess, and des 

ness-like rapidity, but in a dehb 

way, as if it might continue on th 

exhausting its capacities to cni 

An eternal dripping fell from 

the Royal Perambulating AAn 

pened to pass like a moving I 

with newly-printed placards, si 

and seemed about to dissolve wit 

mous wagons, piled high with 

covered with huge tarpaulins, ai 

drew them, as well as the drive: 

garments of the same gloomy and despetate-look- 

ing material. Every man, except myself, was the 

bearer of an umbrella. The women, too, dashed 

through the mud with a courage above their sex ; 

holding in one hand the umbrella, in the other their 

shortened garments, they strode fearlessly on, 

transferring the mud from oae leg to the other, until 

all was blackness. 

Nor was it permitted to rest satisfied with sudi 
a share of mud as came within the compass of one's 
own gleanings, aided by such little acquisitions as 
were to be received from the tread of others. The 
coaches and cabs, rushing through the black rivers 
with which each street ran down, scattered it firom 
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their wheels like rays from go many miry suiu, 
whose business it was to gire oat mud and misery, 
instead of vivi^isg beat and light. The ruffianly 
drivers of these seemed to have a thorough con- 
tempt for all pedeatrians ; and instead of admiring 
them for the comrage and hardihood with which 
they trudged on, sought purposely to assist in drag- 
gling them, with a view to discoivage the inelegant 
practice of walking. There was a strange confu- 
sion of substances. Every thing seemed to lose 
its identity, dissolve, and become mingled together; 
the atmosphere was a mixture of lain, smoke, ex- 
halations, and mud, set in motion by so many 
wheels ; the macadamized streets, mixed into a 
sickening decoctira, formed vast quagmires, dead 
and despondent seas, in which one would expect 
to flounder, and.eink, and expire, ignobly suflbcated, 
with the prospect of being shovelled into a scra- 
pings cart, and there terminating one's career 
" unwept, unhonoured, and unsung." 

To walk in the mud is a bad thing at any rate ; 
and when one is wholly unaccustomed to it, it be- 
comes awful indeed. It creates a feeling of melan- 
choly dissatisfaction, not unlike what a hitherto 
honourable man might feel the first time that mis- 
fortune, the pressure of circumstances, and his own 
weakness, had led him to humble faimaelf to the 
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comniission of a mean action. Tkus reasoning, £ 
phnighed my way through it like the teA. From 
having seen the carriages keep to the left in my 
dnve from Gravesend, I fancied that the rule must 
be the same for footmen. But I got on very badly 
with it> At each instant I was jostled and knocked 
out of my course ; and a great Welsh milk- Woman, 
with red face, fat t^eks, and a figure running out 
everywhere into redundancies, as I was feasting 
my eyes on the spectacle of such prodigal charms, 
wellnigii Btore a hole through my shoulder with 
^e sharp comer of hei milk-yoke. The gallantry 
which would not expire under so unkind a cut must 
be glowing indeed. 

MijHfoctuneE neT^come singly. I was tiavenng 
the open space leading to Charing Cross ; just be- 
hind me came a female vender of old joints and 
broken meat, with her merchandise in a wheel' 
barrow. I stopped a moment to gaze at th« lion 
over the Duke of Northumberland's palace, wbicb, 
in the misty atmosphere, loomed singularly, and 
stood f«Tth in eliong relief, with a strange air of 
reality. The wheelbarrow struck against my heel, 
making me step quickly ahead, stooping at the same 
time fcoai the pain. This brought my cloak on the 
ground ; and the wheelbarrow continuing to pursue 
BW) fably took me priBoner. The little dog baip- 
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nessed beneath the burow, though sheltered in 
some Bort from the weather, wae yet wet, loiled, 
and looking in all respeda uncomfortable, and im- 
paUent to finish the day's weak and get home. 
He struggled Hard, barked and snailed at mj 
heels, and seemed indisposed to recede. The 
woman, seeing that there was no progress to b« 
made in that direction with such an obstacle in the 
way, moderated the ardour of her canine auxiliary, 
drew back her barrow, and released me, following 
her course, not however without a slight bestowal 
trf' Billingsgate, of which she shot off a bntadside 
as she ranged past me. 

Henceforth my fea« wrtre only for wheelbar- 
rows. I looked round, saw none, and was safe. 
I turned again to gaze at the lion, when I was 
aroused by a rush of wheels and a shout. Two 
onnibuses were descending the hill, side by side, 
and at a rattling pace.; a flight of inferior Tehicles 
hovered on their flanks, and it was quite evident 
that I was likely to be hemmed in. Turning to 
escape in the opposite direction, I saw that there 
too I was equally cut off. There was a l»%wer's 
cart, drawn by enormous horses, which was close 
upon me, and a magnificent equipage, the panels 
of which were completely covered with armorial 
bearings; piesently the blockade was rendered 
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complete by tt swift cab coming directly at me 
whose tvo-begone horse was trotting fiercely, as 
if it were his last race, and he had leave to die and 
escape from all kis troubles when h& bad won it. 
How to escape, and where to go, was now the 
question. I looked in vain in search of any outlet, 
and came to the conchision that there was nothing 
left for me but to choose my death. 

To die by an omnibus or a cab were to die in- 
glonously ; Uie newspapers could have told a story 
of the sort any day the last week. It would be 
far more honourable to be trampled into the mud 
by the aristocratic heels of the prancing steeds, 
which were already close upon me. As a last uid 
only chance, I detennined) upon phUosophic princi- 
^es, to trust to the magnanimity of the largest atii- 
mal I «ould see. I swung myself under the neck of 
the brewer's horse, which was loo noUe to step on 
me ; encouraged by this reception, I kept beside 
his bead, making a tower of strength of him, and 
thus I managed to reach an open place and escape 
to the side-walk alive. It was reasonable enough 
that I should recollect the proud equipage which 
had been so near crushing me. I saw it afterward 
in Hyde Paik on a Sunday, and it was pointed out 
to me asbelonging to a iwted brewer ; so that, after 



,> Google 



NOVBHBXB IH LONDON. 107 

all, my choice of deaths had not been so rarioua u 
1 imagined. 

I slunk 'hc»ne, nerrous, corered with mud, md 
miaerabte, feeling Tery much as a.dc^ might be 
supposed to do, which, being badly hung by some 
malicious urchins, coutrivei to worry himself loose, 
and escapes home with the rope about his neck, and 
looking very dejected. I determined, if I lired to 
see another day, that I would become, what I nerer 
yet had been, the possessor of an umbrella, and 
substitute an upper benjamin for the embarrassing^ 
fokls of my Spanish capa. In my professiooal 
pursuits the use of an umbrella was prepost«oiu ; 
and in the climats'of my own country it rains so 
seldom, duit to a man of leisure, having no business 
arocatioDs to call him inauspiciously into the open 
air, the umbrella is also a useless and disagreea- 
ble encumbrance. But in Iisgland the case is 
otherwise ; and a man without an umbrella is. aa 
incomplete as a man without a nose. 

Having seen in a motDing- paper an advertise- 
ment of Robert Owen, convoking a. meeting that 
day for the purpose of taking into consideratiaa 
the condilion of the worMng classes, and ledu- 
cing the length o£ the working-day to aix louM, 
for which futt toages were touba given, I dctNinined 
to drive to-^ place of meeting, which was tbe 
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Nabonal Equitable Labour Exchange. This is ta 
CBtablishinent which had its origin in the imajpna- 
tion of Mr. Owen ; the object of it being lo ^able 
the producer of any article, a pair of shoes for in- 
itance, to eichange it for some other article which 
he does not produce, but wants for his own use ; 
by this means relieving the workman from the tyr- 
anny of the master, and securing him a fair partici- 
pation in the fniits of his own labour. If he do 
not want to take any article in return for what he 
deposites, he receives its Toloe is bills of the asso- 
ciation, which I imagine are not Tory current be- 
yond its own walls. 

At the entrance to the' hall 1 found a colIecUon 
of bodLS for sale, and, on turning to lot^ at their 
titles, I found that instead of works on political or 
domestic economy, and calculated to promote in- 
dustry and thrift, such, for instance, as the admi- 
rable writings of Dr. Franklin, which i look ixpoa 
as containing the most wholesome, nutriment that 
can be offered to the minds of the poor, they were 
entirely of an atheistical character, and directed 
against the Christian religion ; among them Paine's 
Age of Reason occupied a conspicuous place ; and 
there were many tracts of Mr. Owen, and othtt' 
modem imitators of that arch apostle of infidehty. 
If I were already indisposed to believe in the fea- 
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Mbility of Mr. Owen's ayatem, this doubt vas not 
a little increased by finding myielf met, at the very 
thresholdt by that which went to lemove ihe com- 
ioTtBt the consolationa, and the lestraints of a leli- 
gion which is the poor, man's best friend. 

The edifice, appropriated to the Laibour Exchange 
during the week, and to lecturea and anti-reli^ona 
orgies on the Sabbath, was as singular in ita con- 
stiuctioa as in its uses. It was of oblong fom, 
having a gallery running completely around it, and 
a skylight roof above. At one extremity of the 
gallery was the place of the speakers, who stand 
against the railing, in sight of those ranged in the 
galleiies, on either haad, or in the court below. 
Here was a table with books, round wbicli the re* 
porters of the I<o»d«si papers were assembled, to 
note the proceedings and take down the speeches. 

There was an immense crowd of the unwashed 
already assembled ; their faces, hands, and bodily 
conformation, indicating their peculiar line of la- 
bour. Some were in their holyday. clothes; others 
had evidently just escaped Utaa their benches, hav- 
ing their aprons twisted up and stuck through the 
drawing-striDg. The air was redolent of gin, beer, 
leuhei, and the vaiious commodities with wMclt 
ihey were respectively conversant. Their conver- 
satioD was of trades'unions, initiation, of nobs an^ 
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doDgs, thftt is, recusant indiTiduala of their &»ter- 
sities who refused to affiliate. They spoke Teiy 
■ngrily of the Times newspaper, as being against 
the workingmen, and the partisan of rich persecu- 
tion. 

I was not a little amused with the conversation 
of a little shoemdier who sat near me. He was 
rery short, owing to his legs being out of all pro- 
portion to his body, and not having been properly 
developed, from the sedentary nature of his occu- 
patitHi, and that of his ancestors through many 
generations. He had on a white corded jacket, 
radier darkened by his trade, breeches, and an im- 
perfectly-filled pair of worsted stockings. He was 
pock-maiked, and a scald, which had rendered him 
blear-eyed and scarified one side of his face, showed 
how neglected had been his childhood, and added 
to the genera] ezjiression of vulgarity, reckless- 
ness, and vice, which was stamped upon his coun- 
tenance. To complete the catalogue of his per- 
sonal charms^ there was about him a very unpleas- 
ant flavour of shoenuikei's wax and leather, which 
made him less endurable even than the highly per- 
fumed inmate of the omnibus. His speech, which 
he presently addressed to a neighbouring friend, 
vras conformable. " I say. Bill, if we Woriis few 
hours a day, I don't see why it ar'nt is much is 
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tbey u her right to espect. We had « ikmom 
meetin last night; we filiated up to ninety. If we 
could unite with the tailors we'd be main power- 
ful; but the dam stitchlouses are too ristocratic; 
they're worse, alt hollow, nor the Ouse o' Lords. 
They think as they're better nor hus ; and under- 
takes to turn their noses up at a cobbler." 

Here Mr. Owen made bis appearance, and was 
received with unbounded applause ; my worthy 
little cobbling orator being among the most Toeif- 
erotts. He was a raUier tall, big-boned man, weH 
enough dressed, but somewhat slouching in his ap- 
pearance. His face was singularly ill-formed ; the 
forehead receding Terj' suddenly, and the Whole 
contour of the- head indicating a deficiency of both 
animal and moral qualities. His chin was ghaxp 
and protruding ; and the style as weQ as the ex- 
pression of his fiice reminded me most strikingly 
of an unusually ugly monkey, which I had seen the 
day before in the Zoological Gsidn. His anns 
were piled with bundles of pamphlets, to whidi he 
was about ,to refer, many of them writtm by him- 
self, and a huge foUo report of a committee of the 
House of Commons on the condition of ^e work- 
ing classes. I had heard of the venerable ap- 
pearance of the »age and the philanthropist of 
Lanark ; but as he now entered the room, groaning 
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under thia iauoenie weight of learning, and filled 
with self-complacency, and tickled at the recepti(n 
which the tatterdemaliona gave him, that caused 
him to grin and show his teeth most absurdly, he 
presented « most ludicrous spectacle. 

Hie style of eloquence was not of a very ambi- 
tious kind. It consisted of all the startling truisms 
which have been uttered at various times on the 
same subject by cleverer men than Hr- Owen, and 
which he now strung together with as little art as 
might be, his language being vulgar and slovenly, 
and his pronunciation bad. When he fancied he 
had made a good hit, he would stop for applause ; 
and when it came, grin back a responsive recogni- 
' ttoQ. Sometimes there seemed to be a difference 
of opinion between him and his audience as to the 
expediency of cheering. Once, when a few cried 
" Hear !" one near me hissed, as if to stop the in- 
temiption, another beside him corrected him by 
saying, " Don'l hiss, he is waiting for it." I think 
this anecdote decidedly Ulustrative of the mao ; and 
am convinced, from what I saw of him, not having 
previously heard this foible ascribed to him, that an 
overweening vanity is at the bottom of all his ex- 
travagances, and that not being capable of attract- 
ing the attention of men of sense and education, he 
is content to suironnd himself with the Tulgar rab- 
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ble, ' and be, at an easy rale, a great man among 
tkeiB, receinng their applause in remm for his 
stnpid raTingt. 

In the course of his address he was saying, what 
is indeed very true, that the power was aU wielded 
by the rich in England. "Sut," he continued, 
" we will take it away firom them." Here he was 
interrupted by oyerpowering appIauRe. When be 
could be heard be added — " but peaceably, not for- 
cibly." This^ qualifying sentiment was not so well 
received. I noticed, however, one starved, thin- 
legged conspirator, apparently wholly unfitted fat 
the stem arbitration of club-law, who seemed 
mightily to approve of the peaceful mode of redress, 
and the inarch of mind system ; for he cried " hearl * 
hear!" at the top of his squeaking voice.* When 
Owen at length took up the great pariiamentary 
folio, and began to relate, with a most complacent 
smirk, how he and the member for Oldham, one 
Mr. Fielden, had been closeted together three 
days, at the residence of the said member -in the 
country, studying the contents of this folio, I came 
away, dreading the possibility of hik inflicting a 
synopsis, which in his bands would have been so 
much more cruel than the book itself. 

I was bappy on getting into the open air to find 

that my pockeu had not been levied on, so that 

10* 
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there was notbiDg to interfeie with my meditatioOB 
concerniag the cosmopolite phiJanthropiBt. If he 
be, indeed, the friend of the labouring people, and 
not wholly the slare of his own vanity, it is yet 
certain ihat he has done them no good. As 
a general rule, I think it may be admitted, that 
the man who has mismanaged his own affairs is 
not fit to charge himself with those of other people. 
This individual has failed notoriously in all his 
undertakings. Having succeeded by marriage to 
the profieny of a valuable and most flourishing 
manufacturing establishment in Scotland, he has 
contrived to squander the patrimony of his chil* 
dren, and, deprived of their binhright, their home, 
< &nd, haply, even their religion, eent them forth to 
endure «very privation in the uncivilized wilds of 
his western Utopia, while he has adopted as the 
object of his affection and paternal solicitude the 
filthier million of this overgrown metropolis. Still 
we must admit — such sacrifices as these irresistibly 
convey the idea — that be is both benevolent and 
philanthropic, though on too large a scale to be 
appreciated by every one. I must claiin to be 
among the number of the incredulous ; and I must 
confess that a benevolent and philanthropic fool 
always seems more dangerous to me than a roguish 
one. A roguish fool may steal, and allow himself 
to be quickly caught and shut up ; but the other, 
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being left at large, may lead astray oUieis yet sim- 
pler tban himself, and, actuated perhaps by a ridicu- 
lous vanity, get credit for good qualities which he 
does not possess, interfering with the labours of 
industry, and creating a real evil without any alter- 
native of good. 

There can be no doubt, indeed, that the poor are 
insufficiently paid in England. Tbat in the pres- 
ence of a development far exceeding whatever the 
world has hitherto seen, the profits of it are con- 
centrated in the hands of & few, while tbey who 
mainly contribute to it by their labour are left to 
languish in destituUon of what mere animal wants 
require. Yet one hears of nothing but the prop- 
erty of the country, and the necessity of having 
it represented, and giving it proper influence, at the 
very time when it is regulating and governing ex- 
clusively for its own interests, and crushing the 
many with a despotism unknown in countries 
which are stigmatized as despotic, and especially 
so stigmatized by Englishmen, — a despotism which 
starves. While property has for its mercenary 
champions the genius and learning of the country, 
declaims of labour are unrepresented and unsiis- 
tained ; its cause, instead of being supported by 
the high, the gifted, the intelligent of the land, is 
ahandoned to the advocacy of rogues like Cobhett, 
and idiots such as Owen. 
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jecti for Emiiiatioa. 

In the evening of the day I had attended Mr. 
Owen's exhibition, I went to see a much better 
actor at Madame Yestris's theatre, being no other 
than Liflton. Though I found him evidently in 
the decline of his health and poweis.yet I was not 
at all disappointed in the high expectations I had 
formed of him. He ia of moderate height, with s 
rather dropsical-looking body, and the air of a maa 
sinking under dissipation. He appeared, indeed, 
to be half drunk. It was in his part, bowerer, to 
be so ; and he had either made a sacriiice to his 
profession in order to give effect to the piece, w 
else it was another proof of his excellent acting. 
There were, indeed, an irresistible drollery and 
perfect air of nature about him. 

His acting appeared to me as Talma's did, — so 
easy that any one might have done it without efforL 



Tlds is, however, in efforts of every s<nt, one of the 
greatest proofs of merit. The company of this 
theatre struck me as being much the best I had 
seen in London ; there veie a perfection, indeed, 
and unity in the company, and in the, general effect 
of the acting, which not a little reminded me of the 
minor theatres of Paris. As foi Liston, though the 
source of so much and such immoderate mirth to 
others, he is said to be of a very melancholy tem- 
perament himself, and only to be at all happy and 
humorous when treading the stage. His appeur* 
ance sufficiently justities this opinion; and his 
moody, wo-begone physiognomy gives effect to his 
drollery, and to the oddly-uttered jokes, at which 
he only does not laugh. 

Though I had been beguiled of my ennui and 
greatly amused by Liston, I retired, when the play 
was over, to my lodgings, as sad as himself. I bad 
brought with me to Ixindon a chronic weakness 
of the eyes, contracted by winter cruising in the 
Mediterranean, which, instead of improving there, 
increased from day to day, prevented me from 
escaping from the weariness of unoccupied time 
by reading, and converted the amusement of the 
theatre, which alone remained for my evenings, 
into a means of adding to my torture. 

I was the bearer of abundant letters ; but I knew 
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that moBt of those to -whom tbey were addreBsed 
were absent from town, and, in the little courage 
which I felt to enconntei perfect strangers, I was 
willing to fancy that they were all eo, and failed 
altogeUier to inquire. If the readei feel any sym- 
pathy for me, I may as well relieTe him by jumping 
to the conclusion of it, and telling him how, a year 
later than the period of which I write, I was en- 
tirely cured of my malady by Mr. Alexander, the 
celebrated London oculist; who, after bearing a 
statement of my case, and after a moment's in- 
spection, sent me away with a prescription, which, 
at tbe end of a few months, restored me to the 
complete use of the most valuable sense with 
which divinity has endowed us, and left me with a 
feeling of personal gratitude to the skilful operator 
himself that will iiot easily be effaced. I do not 
mention this out of any pleasure which I take in 
relating what only concerns me individually ; but 
because the reader might not otherwise be able 
to comprehend the peculiarity of my situation, and 
the circumstances personal to myself which made 
England so much sadder to me on diis, my first 
visit, than it nsually is to my countr3rmen, and 
which, at the end of a very few weeks, drove me 
from it in search of more congenial scenes. With 
the use of my eyes, and amusing books to read,.! 
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could have passed a wioter oot merely in London, 
but in Lapland. 

My eyes bad become so much irritated since my 
arrival in London, from the prevalence of smoke, 
and perhaps also from too frequent attendance at the 
theatre, that I began to feel the necessity of chan- 
ging my mode of life forthirilh. I chanced to ha*e 
living in Islington an esteemed relative, who had 
been the friend and Mentor of my boyish days. 
Being in delicate health, and finding, in the course 
of much journeying, that the climate of England 
agreed with him. better than any other, vrhich is in 
fact a very common remark among Americans, he 
had retired to this suburb of London to pass his 
days peacefully among his books. This being in 
a high situation to the north of the town, with an 
open country on the side from which the wind usu- 
ally blows, is less canopied with smoke than any 
other quarter. My friend fancied, on this account, 
that it would be more suitable to me until my eyes 
should restore themselves, and prevailed upon me 
to accompany him to his house. Here I passed a 
few days most agreeably, as well as beneficially to 
my sight ; eschewing theatres, listening to the pe* 
rusal of a newspsfver or of some entertaining book, 
instead of endeavouring to read myself, dozing 
quietly on a sofa wheeled to the fire, or engaging 
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in delightful conreiBation about the half-forgotten 
events of other tiine&. 

Occasionally, when the weather was fine, and 
tin wind not hi|;h, which waa a combination of 
somewhat rare occunence, we took a walk to the 
neighbouring Tillage of Higbgate or Holloway. 
In this last place are aome beautifully-designed 
almshouses, originally founded by the famous 
Whittington, and standing near the spot where, 
having paused on his return to his native county 
in despair of finding employment in London, 
of which he had come in search, he heard the 
merry chime of 8t Mary's bells, uid fancied he 
could trace out the encouragmg eouads, "Turn 
again, Whittington— twice Lord Mayor of Iion- 
doD !" He took heart, turned back, and his name 
afterward mingled honourably in the annals of the 
city. 

These villages of Hi^gate and HoUoway will 
soon become incorporated, like IflUngton, with the 
all-absorbing metropohs. It is in this way that 
the increase of the population of London has been 
80 extraordinary in late years, and not entirely by 
positive dflvetopment and augmentation. London 
was and still is suirounded by many considerable 
towns. Bytheniutualgrowlhof itandof themthey 
gradually run into each other ; the towns (S vil- 
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lages losing their dntinctiTe' limits and cbaracter, 
and being counted thenceforth part of London, to 
ivho^e population their own is thus suddenly added. 

When, on the contrary, aa was more common, 
the wind blew high, the sky lowered, and, inter- 
mixed with mist and smoke, came down to hang its 
dark pall low over every object, investing all things 
with ita gloom, and tinging whatever it touched 
with the hues of despondency, and when, more- 
over, the rain pattered relentlessly, then, as an only 
resource, I reclined in dreamy torpor andforgetfol- 
ness, lost in melancboly musings, or gazing the 
live-long day half unconsciously from the window 
at the feequent omnibuses, — the Sun,— oh sad 
misnomer ! What but his absence could have called 
to mind the joyous god of. day ? — the Times— the. 
Champion — meaning, doubtless, Dutch Sam, or 
the undaunted Jem Ward of pugilistic memory. 
These rushed by with the merry sound of well- 
blown bugles, me imly notes of cheerfulness which 
came encouragingly on the ear. Countless in 
number, too, were the stagecoaches tiiat whirled 
by, conveying daily their thousands of passengers to 
Iiiverpool, Manchester, and all the eonntles of the 
north. What topplipg masses of trunks, baskets, 
and bandboxes were there suspended behind, at 
the sides, and piled high over all ! And what a 
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cvcgo, too, of live lumber interspersed among 
these,-:- men, dogs, parrots, and women — how 
strui^ly muffled in waterproof Mclnto^ies, cloaks, 
shawls, and comforters ; and yet hovt thoroughly 
soaked were the biped voyageis T How the horses 
reeked, and how instinct was every thing with mud 
and misery ! 

In these my rambles over Islington and its pretty 
neighbourhood, I made some remarks for myself^ 
uid was assisted to others by the maturei observa- 
tion of my friend, conosming the habits and man- 
ners of the inhabitants of this jegion, which excited 
my curiosity and tended to amuse me. It seems 
that it is inhabited almost entirely by retired trades- 
pec^le, a general phrase, which includes almost 
eveiy one in this country below the dignity of a 
gentlemen, <» man living vrithout occupation on his 
means, and on the labours of his ancestors. Peo- 
ple engaged in business here have a sufficiently 
general practice, which it were well that we imita- 
ted in America, of realizing their property the mo- 
ment they have secured a competence, and, invest- 
ing it in some safe and convenient way, so as to 
yield them a moderate interest, retiring either to 
the country or to some suburban situation, where 
they may compass the luxury of a garden-spo^ 
there to pass the evening of their days in tranquil- 
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Ijty. In the neighbourhood of. Islington there are 
many pretty aad modest rillas thus inhabited, and 
in the town itself frequent rangee of dwellings, 
called plftoes or tenaces, which are constnK^d 
on a uniform design, frequently standing back from 
the road, and having Tenindas in front, with a 
common garden laid out for the resort of the in- 
mates. These houses, though mostly unpainted 
and of a gloomy hue without, gaT.e evidence within 
of great neatness and comfort. The windows 
were tastefully curtained, having blinds to obstruct 
the gaze of passers in' the street, or else the same 
effect mrae tastefully produced by means of shrubs 
and flowers, amid which bimg the frequent prison- 
house of laik or canary. 

Some of these retired citizens keep lumbering 
carriages, covered with heavy armorial bearings. 
Here there are no equipages with simple ciphers, 
or without arms of some sort, which are generally 
largely and glaringly painted, and conspicuous in 
the inverse ratio of the established dignity of the 
aspirant. One of the earliest uses that is made of 
. wBfilth is to pay a handsome fee to a herald, for the 
ettntlivance of an elegant coat of anns. 

There is one thing, however, in which they 
evince more sense than yre do, that is, in never 
setting up a coach until their fortune enUtles them 
r.2 
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to do SO. Each graduates his expenses nicely to 
hia means ; if they do not justiiy the extravagance 
of a pair, he contents himself with an enormous 
fly, a species of close cairiage, drawn by one 
horse, and of which two horset' would stand in 
awe orer our rugged pavements. Others rejoice in 
the poBsessioD of a huge phaeton, capable of con- 
taining the entire household, which is drawn by 
a single family horse, a meek-spirited jade, which 
jogs along with a millhorse perseTerance — ui 
air of motiveless and heartless dulness, in hapj:^ 
accord ERice with the heavy, stupid looks of the 
group which he drags after him. Here and there 
antiquated cobs, which in their younger days had 
carried their impatient masters to the scene (^ 
money-making in a twinkling, now crept over the 
ground calmly, contrasting singularly with the 
rapid movements of the young traders, the sons 
probably of the former in many instances, who, 
starting in life on their ovni account, seemed to be 
full of motive, and as greedy to gain time as the 
others were anxious to consume it. 

Those, indeed, who had achieved the conqie- 
tence which bad been the cherished object of their 
hopes, seemed to be fai more miserable than those 
who were in pursuit of it. The retired trader was 
ever ready to pidl up his equally willing steed. 
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wbich bad learned, by long practice, to adapt itself 
to the habits of its master, to talk witb some equally 
time-ridden worthy of trade and the stocks. Othars 
lounged at the comers, or befbre their doors, speak- 
ing in monosyllables or speaking not at all, and ga< 
zing with vacant and envious Etare upon the passing 
whirl of the busier population. It was difficult, in- 
deed, to imagine people more evidently at loss and 
out of tune. The retirement and competetice 
which tbey had sighed for through the earher 
years of a busy life, seemed to haye become, by 
robbing tbem of tiieir occupation, the source of 
their misery. 

Perhaps the morning with its freshness of sensa- 
tions, physical and moral, agreeably miniBtered to 
by breakfast, and ^e newspaper, which circulated 
from house to house at the cheap rate of a shilling 
the week, was the season in their existence freest 
from corroding ennui, and coming nearest to a 
negative something that might be called happi- 
ness. The long interval to dinner and the join^ 
thongh broken by luncheon and a walk, perchance 
made in unconscious habit to the crowded region 
of the City, or m bad weather passed in vacant 
gaze from the window, was yet, doubtless, to them, 
one ofawful duration. Dinner was succeeded by 
another fatal pause, until the timely tea resisted in 
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good «eason the giowiog droweineBS. The rubber 
of whist, eked out by dumiDie, if the -Bmalliiess 
of the family circle made his assiatance indiBpenaa- 
ble, gave the mercy-stroke to the day, which 
finished with them as it began, with a war against 
time, implacably carried on. Such, as far as I 
could learn or observe for myself, is the daily pic- 
ture of the hfe of the retired citizen of London. 

Where there is social inlereourse, with familiar 
and unceremonious visits, the stranger can at once 
discover it in a passing glance. Here, from day to 
day, and through the live-long night, the most 
watchful eye could delect no traces of congrega- 
tion. Heie were norush of carnages, no clang of 
knockers, no s)amm!{ig doorS, no Uvely hum of 
chattering voices, no spirit-stirring violiD. The mu- 
sical entertainments of the neighbourhood were 
confined to an occasional " Rule Britannia" — " God 
■ave the King" — " Buy a Broom" — or " Yankes 
Doodle," dolorously ground forth by monkey-aided 
Ssvoyards, from hand-organ or hurdy-gurdy. 

Occasionally, as the patriotic bosom of gouty 
bachelor or shrivelled old maid was touched by 
the strains which have power to enkindle enthu- 
mam, even in ihe most torpid English feelings, a 
window might be seen to open at either side' of th« 
street, and a swdlen or skin-dried hand emerge to 
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ibxow a penny's worth of gratification to the in- 
dustrious grinder. Once, when I saw such a coiB> 
cidence, I could not help thinking that, with thia 
identity of tastes, had the habits of society and the 
existence of wcial intercourse favoured the coming 
together of this sympathetic pair, they might in ear- 
lier years have rushed into each other's arpis, and, 
joining their means and their establishments, fur- 
nished each other with comfort and joy. When 
the hurdy-gurdy ceased to charm, a piano might be 
heard responding, in well-struck measure, with 
" Paddy Carey," or " All the blue bonnets are over 
the border." Other sounds of joy there were none, 
and stillness and a placid calm reigned here fw 
ever- 

But perhaps it would be wrong to say that th« 
whole year revolves for them in joyless and unbro- 
ken monotony. One shoidd at least except the 
annual visit to the theatre, to see the King and 
Queen at the play, when is presented the singular 
spectacle of an immense house, crowded with living 
masses from pit to gallery, with two people looking 
at the entertainment, and alt the rest looking at them. 
It is on this occasion, more than any other, that they 
nourish that sentiment of loyalty which is natural 
to every English bosom, and which, evincing itself 
in love and veneration to one individual, is yet, 
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diiou^ perhaps unknown to him who feels it, only 
a concentralion of patriotism, an ardent love of 
country, fixing itself on the man who represents its 
WTereignty, and who is, as it were, only England 
itself personified. When an Englshman listens 
with rapture to that noble anthem, — " God save the 
King," it is opt attachment to a bloated profligate 
such as George IV., that animates and lifts him 
to the clouds, but rather the thought of England, 
with her greatness and her triumphs, which Idndlea 
the glow at his heart. 

It is on occasions such as these, then, that the 
Ktired citizen indulges in an enthusiasm which is 
t ccoitradiction to tbe whole tenour of his dail)* life. 
In a country where castes and classes of society 
occupy more of men's thoughts, and modify in a 
greater degree their manners; than ia any other, he 
feels himself elevated into unwonted dignity and 
•elf-estimation at finding himself admitted to sit 
«t the same entertainment, and, as it were, to feel 
towards a real and live king that sense of equality, 
which, though habitually extinguished within him, 
is yet the most ardent of man's aspirations. Here, 
too, he is wound up to a [utch of ecstasy the most 
grandly ludicrous that can be conceiTed, at the 
spectacle of a queen drinking a cup of tea juat likfl 
a common pOTon. 

L.= .-.=...,CooyIc 



This is the.citizens' jubilee, — this theit annual 
holjday, — purchased by the eadurance of a year 
. made up of monotonous days, succeeded by nights 
yet more monotonous. They would die, as they 
doubtless often do, of apathy, were it not for the 
abiding excitement kept alive by the perpetual 
diead of being tobbed and muidered, and the in- 
terest derived from their nightly precautions against 
such a consummation; from bolting and chaining 
the dpois, seeing the window-bells set in a condi- 
tios to sound should a thief attempt to breali in and 
steal, and taking good care that the rattle is in 
readiness by the bedside, to spring suddenly, if ne- 
cessEoy, at the window, and bring the assistance of 
the watch. Such ^ life must necessarily produce 
singular and unbounded eccentricity of chsraQter, 
and would, if studied, furnish the oddest and most 
varied subjects to the dramatist. It begets, in many 
cases, disease of both mind and body, inducing 
every species of hypochondria, and leading to tha 
swallowing of the thousand pills and philtres which 
are the prevailing taste of the l^nd, until at length 
the fear of dying drives them to self-slaughter. 

It has ofteA been said that a great city is a great 
solitude. Of none is this so entirely true as of 
London ; for the dread of intercourse and the fear 
of contamination must act either upwards or down^ 
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wudB ia the case of every one, where the grades 
^nd claascB are as numerouB as the indifiduala, biu^ 
of whom comes armed to the'cotiflict with his sep^. 
crate and peculiar pietensitws. The evils .that re- 
Bult from this life of isolation axe unbounded. It 
must not only he pioductne of mue^ misery, but 
of vice also. The young women, retumiDg from 
the boaidiog-school with such lessons of virtue as 
they may have learned there, pass theli time' in a 
corroding solitude, the prey of that ill-nature which 
develops itself in families that are strangers to 
the checks of social intercourse and, obserr^on. 
Meantime they continue their daily walks to tbe 
nearest circulating libntry, and come home charged 
with novels and romances, which, instead of 
strengthening and giving a healthy tone to the 
mind, fill it with artificial notions and prepoBt»x>us 
views of life, which there is no real observation of 
the world to disprove and counteract, thus deliver- 
ing it up to false and fanciful day-dieams and un- 
real reveries. With little opportunity, in the well- 
nigh total absence of social interci^irse, of form- 
ing a virtuous and well>judged attachment; they 
must be content, in general, to take «uch hasbands 
as Providence may send them ; and without the en- 
lighteniiig andgui^ing advantage of public opinion, 
which in society assigns to each pretendw his 
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■ proper position, must be content to choose at hax- 
an^ with the obvious risk of falling ioto the bauds 
of adventurers and sharpers. 

Hence the frequency'of those runaway matches 
which, contracted in opposition to tlie will of p»> 
rents, discreet to choose and sedulous of the hap- . 
piness of a daughter, almost invariably becraue the 
prelude to a hfe of misery and wretchedness. 
Hence, too, in constitutions where the yearning for 
matrimony is ungovanably fervid, the disposition 
to fall in loVe, where tbere is a positive necessity 
to fall in l»re with somebody, with some comely 
and well-fed servant, be he butler, groom, or coach- 
man, and the deplorable frequent^ oj preposterous 
misalliances, and often of someihii^ worse. The 
liberty of manners which here permits the solitary 
and unwatched rambles of females of a tender age, 
furnishes &ctlity for vice which is not always neg-> 
lected. Moreover, where ther& is no social inter- 
course, there can be ootlung of that social restraint, 
and of public opiniim omnipotently acting upon all 
within its reach. I do not know that the case is 
any better in instances where all these dangers are 
triumphantly aroided, and solitary females, suTvi- 
Ting theii parents and all who were near to them, 
grow cdd in nnstdlied tmudeDbood, dr]ring up and. 
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withering, mere useleas and unproductive vinei 
uid barren fig-trees. 

Many such victims of the want of social inter 
oourse and intennixtuie, weie to be found in Isling< 
Xffa. Unfortunate spinsters, whose minds were 
crowded with a thousand corroding cares, and as- 
Bailed each night by groundless terrors of robbery 
and violence. For the most part they seemed to 
be devoted to reUgion, going regularly, tippeted and 
muffed, with their prayer-books, whenever the 
bells of St. Hary's chimed for prayers or sermon. 
To console themselves for their carnal bereave- 
ment, they seemed, one and all, to have made 
themselves, as the nuns in Spain say — esposas de 
Christo. Aa they could not, however, pray all 
the time, they contrived to amuse themselves with 
several peta, s\ich as singing-birds, cats, dogs, and 
parrots. One of them, opposite us, passed much 
of her time at the window, watching for the arrival 
of the cat's-meat man, and stroking a huge tabby. 
She seemed to find much ciMnfort in this ; yet, 
after all, a cat is an insufiicient substitute for a 
husband. " Women," says the learned Dr. Lie- 
ber, in illustrating the bad consequences of the fre- 
quent and prolonged moumiag in nse in America, 
as it tends to keep our young ladies out of society, 
which he looks upon as a species pf matrimonial 
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liniket, — " Women," eays the leanied cyclopedist, 
" UQ bom to be married." Agreeing with him, as 
I do moBt perfectly, it is on this gfoond that I 
object entirely to this life of aeparation, and the 
whole system of retired citizenship in Islington, 
prayer-books and tabby-cats included. 

Of all the Tarious classes of people in* England, 
these letired citizens aw they who would gain 
most by emigr«tioii to America. Any of thoae 
who hre obscurely and humbly in Islington, might 
lead a life of elegance and luxury on the noble 
banks of the Hudson. There, in a healthful -cli- 
mate, strangers to all noxious exhalalicms, and in 
the presence of whatever is beautiful or grand in 
natural scenery, one of these men might, for the 
sum of fire thousand pounds, become possessor of 
nn estate of three or four hundred acres, capable, by 
tolerable cultivation, of rendering an interest of six 
or eight per cent, upon the purchase-money. ■ 

Fixing upon one of the thousand animproT«d 
sites that are scattered up and down the lordly 
stream, he might build, from marUe or granite, 
quarried on the river itself, such a villa as be 
pleased. Instead of planting for the benefit of his 
<^i%cewlanta, he might cut down and fashion to his 
mind the dense groves of oak, sycamore, maple, 
locust, hena^k, and Jiickory, as they have been 
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tastefully inteimingled by the hand <^-Tiatur^ ; and ' 
might indulge, to his heart's content, in those sweet- 
ly niral tasMs that are se eaUiely English. Or, if 
he were indi&rent to the exercise of the creative 
.power, he might purchase a place already habita-^ 
hie, and hariiig a comfortable mansion on it, and 
well-improved grounds, capable of yielding at 
once the same interest, (at a'a or seven thousand 
pounds. 

Here he might live as- secluded as in London 
itaelT. If he- had a taste for stocks, he might go to 
Wall-street, though a hundred miles off, in eight 
hours, and get double the interest for his money diat 
he could in London, and on better security too, the 
security of a solvent goTemment and of unexhausted 
xesources. He could always get the Times a month 
old, and might keep on railing against radicalism, 
which here would no longer have power to threaten 
his property, or terrify him widi the dread of con- 
vulsions to cdme. Here, too, be might indulge 
£or ever in the privilege ieat to the heart of every 
middling Enghslunan, of gmmbling at every thing 
he saw, of damning the connUy he was in, and 
praising the fast-anchored isle he bad left behind 
him. He migltf go on indulging in the most in- 
jurious comparisons, deplcmng the insecurity ef a 
country which had no natio&al debt to keep it 
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together, ftnd no taxation, no immenBe substdies to 
kingfl, kings' brothere, and unnumbered pensioners, 
" all, look you, to be spent in the cotmtry, nhich 
j[Ou know makes the money circulate, and keep* 
the wt)iking>peop!e busy, do you see." He might 
curse our transparent heavens, our deep blue sky, 
our far-e^nded vistas, with nobly swelling moun> 
tains, remotely distant, yet so palpably seen as 
seemingly to be within the reach of the hand, and 
si^ for congenial mists, and rains, and uobroken 
levels. Here, toOfiie would lose his sense of in- 
feriority, his dear distinction of classes and castes, 
the pleasure which a pariah may feel in licking the 
dust which a bramin has just honoured with his 
tread, in the admiration of the nebly great, in the 
lapture of being permitted'tp look full in Aa face 
a Sir John, or even a My Lord, in a committee-room 
or at a cattle-show, and all the manifold enjoy- 
ments of toad-eating and of sycophancy. 

But what would be the prospects of his chil- 
dren ? Tbey would grow up in a country which 
offers an unbounded field for energy and talent. 
There he might provide for a hundred children as 
for one, though there be n» place or office to be 
' begged, and so favours to be asked, save from 
one's own exertions. If the &ther hiiQself were 
unfitted to associate with the gentlemen of a<^al 



means aroand him, unaccustomed as they are to 
' superiors, and liatcis of servile vulgarity, not ao liis 
children. By sending them from home, and secla- 
ding them &om his own society, they would grow 
up with independence and manliness of tboii^t, 
and dignified elevation of character. They would 
learn to speak good English, to feel noUy, and to 
act accordingly; and finally enter upon hfe with a 
sense of independence, claiming for itself no dis- 
tinction, yet conscious «f no inferiority, a proud 
feeling of equality, and a republican simplicity of 
mannetB, which in England is only the attribute of 
one class, and that class the highest. 
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CHAPTER IX, I 

DRIVE TO BRIGHTON. 

Thit Coacb— Scene at- Staniiig— Suburbs— Benevolent luatilutioni 
— RltTsl Tastes of Englishmeo— Sceaes at the Roadaids— Fellow- 
TraTollGia — Tbeii- CmienBtion — Brighton— Chuidi— Albion 
Hotel 

I HAB been a fortnight in London, when a coun- 
tryman of my own, whom I was already prepared to 
like, and for whom I afterward contracted a warm 
fiiendship, which I still continue to cherish, pro- 
posed to me, as a change of scene, a short trip to 
Brighton, in which he offered to accompany me. 
JHaving gladly accepted this offer, I joined him at 
bis bouse in Regent's Paik, and we went together, 
at the appointed hour, to the coach-office in Ox- 
ford-street. The coach was the Dart. It was 
bung very low, on the new safety plan, as it is called, 
the bottom of the body being not more than a cou- 
ple of feet from the ground, and the circle of which 
one would describe an arc in falling, in the event 
of a somerset, being of course proportionably small. 

Though the weather was fine, and the drive only 

of six hours, my companion, who knew the climate, 

12* 
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decided that it would be most safe for us to go 
inside. This is a disagifeeable alternatiTe, as the 
interior of the English coaches offers very scanty 
room for four persons of even ordioary size, and, 
being perfectly closed everywhere, furnishes the 
traveller with barely such imperfect vistas of the 
country he passes through^ as may be rapidly 
caught from a narrow window on either side. 

A pair of worn-out horses, driven by a second- 
late sort of coachman, conveyed us from Oxford- 
street to the grand starting-place, in Piccadilly. 
Here we toi^ up the rest of oui passengers and 
luggage. The make-shift horses and coachman 
were dismissed with igntnniny ; four active grooms 
led out each a mettled hunter, disabled for the 
chase, yet still full of spirit and energy. The 
coachman, a portly personage, well clad, with 
muffled neck, welL-brushed hat, a heavy coat 
hanging over his arm, and hia whip held with the 
air of an adept, and who had, in no slight degree* 
the appearance of having been bom for something 
better, stood calmly superintending the labours of 
the hostlers, while the guard, having carefiiUy 
attended to the disposition of the luggage, and 
of all the various packets and parcels to be de- 
livered on the road, oi at the end of the journey, 
now ascended to his station at the back of the 
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coach, and taking up his bugle, blew forth a sweet 
snd animating blaat. 

The merry sounds, even more than the favourite 
apectacle presented by the starting of a coach, 
quickly drew together a vast crowd of the idle of 
the neighbourhood, or such as happened to pass that 
way. There were soldieis from the palace, grooms 
in well-polished suits of fustian, proud and disdain- 
ful servants in their masters' livery, and beggars, 
who were humble in their own. Here, too, were 
eloquent Iiishmen offering for sale, in words of 
sofi persuasion, the newspapers of the day, the 
map of the road to Brighton, the Comic Annual, 
and quantities of absurdly ludicrous caricatures. 

I exchanged a piece of silver for a handful of 
these. They wanted the masterly drawing and 
extravagant oddity of Cruikshank, and the grace, 
spirit, itigenuity, and gentlemanlike observance of 
good taste and propriety that characterize the 
illimitable political sketches of H. B., in which 
the wit and satire of many paragraphs are con- 
veyed far more vividly and distinctly to the mind, 
by a single glance of the eye ; yet they had still a 
certain cleverness of their own, and a fiind of 
coarse, broad humour, which is obaracteHstio of the 
land. The tatterdemalion crew around us, capti- 
Tated, like the rest, by the soft strains of the muii- 
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Ctao, suspended for a moment their vociferation, 
and an old groom, who was smoking, vrlth his hands 
in his pockets, beside the coach, was so lulled into 
forgetfidnCK, that he fairly suffered his pipe to go 
out. When the tune was over, however, he be- i 
Uayed no vexation, but tinning to his next neigh- 
bour to light it, said, " Dom it, Bobbie, that be a 
game chap, he blows like a good un." 

And now the coachman was on his box ; the rib- 
ands were in his hand and nicely adj usted ; a flirt of 
these and a single crack of the whip set us in mo- 
tion ; each groom, releasing the horse which lie had 
been holding, remained in possession of the blanket, 
twitched suddenly from the back of the bounding 
animal. Onward we sped to Charing Cross, and 
hence at a rapid rate towards Westminster Bridge. 
As we passed the Horse Guards, where two sol- 
diers of the Blues, in casque and cuiiass, sat as 
sentinels, motionless, on their coal-black chargers^ 
OUT guard struck up " Crod save the King." I ad- 
mire this noble national anthem, and I S3rmpathize 
with the feeling which it awakens in the bosom of 
every honest Englishman, — a feeling, not, as one 
might fancy, of servile atlachment to the person of 
any individual, but made up wholly of pride and 
patriotism, an ardent love of country stimulated by 
the recoIlecticHi of her Howes, her Collingwoods, 
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and her NelsonB, and whatever of greatneu and 
of glory Old England has achieved. 

We made out way without accident, and wit^ 
admirable addieas, through the thronged thorough- 
fare, to the Elephant and Castle, and so onwaid, 
traversing a suburb which promised to be intermi- 
nable. The ranges of houses, ceasing occasion- 
ally to be continuous, were built in rows and ter- 
races, with attention to architectural effect. These 
were interspersed at fretjuent intervals with stately 
and extensive edifices, devoted to the uses of diar~ 
ity, and having for object the solace and altevia» 
tion of some one of the thousand ills that flesh 
is heir to. Many of these had their origin in the 
spirit of association, impelled by a pervading and 
active himuntty ,- more were pointed out to me as 
having been founded by individuals of encomoas 
fortune, the result of their own efforts, and of a Ufe 
of fnigal and persevering industvy. 

It were an odious task to inquire in how many 
cases these noble institutions sprang from the^ 
promptings of a pure and unsullied benevolence ; 
in how many from the vanity of immortalizing a 
hitherto unhonouied name. Even the vanity of 
being remembered through all ages, as the bene- 
factor of OUT fellow-men, is it not in itself, and still 
gaore so when coB^aied with the thousand othe« 
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nnitieswliieli impel our ^onBtolWe inlheiecol- 
lection of those, who are to come after ua, a fit sub- 
ject for commendatioa 1 

At any late, whatCTei be the aotuating motiTes 
to bencTotence, in no country is it bo abounding as 
in £ngland. Wherever the eye is tnrned, it rests 
upon lordly edifices consecrated to the alleviaticni 
of Qiiaery. This is not the place to inquke in how 
great a degree this mass of misery to be alleviated, 
may have had its origin in the unequal distributi<xi 
of the fruits of labour, and in a compunctious wish 
for tetribution, urging the rich to render back to the 
poor something of that whereof an exclusive and op- 
pressive legislation, acting ever is the iaterests of 
property, may have robbed them. It is sufficivnt 
here to call to mind the fact, that there has been 
only one Howard, and ^at he was an Engliahman. 

If there were much to indicate the attention of the 
rich to the comfort of the miserable, thete was, of 
course, mote to show that they were not unmindful 
of their own. On reaching the more qwn country, 
we passed at each instant stnne pretty villa of a 
retired ciUzen, the lit abode of a happy and con- 
tented competence. If there be any thing that i 
covet for my countrymen^ it is the sweetly mral 
tastes oi the children of this Isnd, and their looted 
love of retirement &om the city's din to the sedu- 
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sion of groves and gardens. li^ u I believe, the 
tendency of a life passed amid crowds, confU- 
eion, the inliinate and indiscriminale c(Hitact with 
the eager and mammon-seeking throng that con- 
gregate in cities, and all the manifold honors that 
are to be found in smoke, dust, noise, omnibuses, 
and disgustfiil surrouadings, is to uproot the natu- 
ral affections and to corrupt the heart, so, on the 
contrary, do I belleTe that an existence gently gli- 
ding away amid the scenes of nature, and the calm 
and Uranquil occupations of some rural abode, must 
oppositely and equally contribute to develop what- 
ever is generous within us, and to give elevation' 
and purity to the sentiments, and dignity to the 
character. 

It is,' therefore, that I would wish to see cher- 
istied among us, tastes calculated to develop vir- 
tues so essentially republican. And if I were now 
to seek ^r generous and honourable feelings in 
my country, it would not be among the crowds 
who congregate in cities about gilded hberty-caps, 
to shout their anathemas against the sovereignty of 
the people, but rather among our honest and na- 
tive-born yeomaoiy, at once cultivators and propri- 
etors of the soil, who constitute the best safeguard 
of the sacred rights of property and of American 
libar^. 

. • , .j.,C<)()^[c 
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The country over which we passed was neatly 
without moiiDtains, or any thing that rose even to 
the dignity of a hill. Its characMf of monotony 
was, however, relieved by gentle undulations, along 
which the road wound meandering, and by the 
beautifying effect of art, everywhere visible in the 
e£fort to produce what was either useful or agree- 
able. The labour of cultivation was everywhere 
carried on with neatness as well as care. The 
fields were all enclosed with hedges, interspersed 
with trees, and where the plough had been used, 
die furrows were drawn with the nicest exactness. 
The farmhouses were antiquated stone buildings, 
with an air of comfort, and some show of tasie ; 
flowers were blooming in the windows, there were 
evergreens and shrubbery about the doors, to banish 
the idea of winter, fniiutrees were trained against 
the walls, and the gables were overrun with ivy. 
The men seemed, in general, sturdy and well- 
grown; the women plump and tidy ; and the chil- 
dren, which were sufficiently numerous to show 
that the injunction to increase and midtiply was 
not unheeded in the land, were healthy and clean, 
and full of mischief and cheerfulness. 

The Country-houses, of a more modest character, 
were frequent ; and the more imposing forms of 
aristocratic mansions were occasionaily caught 
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iight of, in the eecluBion of a greater distance from 
the road, through the leaflesa braocheB of the fteea. 
These were ever surrounded with eztengive parks, 
tastefully planted in easy imitation of nature, having 
occasional clumps of trees interspersed over the 
smooth lawn, and close thickets for the preserration 
of game. The trees were by no means various in 
hind. ' Though collected and planted with studious 
care, there were not, perhaps, one tenth of the va- 
rieties that start up spontaneously in our American 
forests. The elm occurred the most frequently, 
with a few beach, oak, and stunted pines. 

They were, for the nioat part, knotty, scrubby, 
and irregular in their growth, as compared with the 
tall, graceful, columnar, and infinitely-varied forms 
which delight the eye in our forests, and it seemed 
to me, from their whole appearance, that, in addi- 
tion to the want of the vivifying nourishment of the 
snn, their growth was checked by the inclemency 
of the weather, and the high winJa, causing them 
to assume that crooked and gnarled form, which is, 
however, valuable for the uses of shipbuilding. 
The trees, with the exception of a few evergreens, 
tirere, of course, destitute of leaves ; but the grass 
exhibited a verdure which the season would not 
bftve permitted with us, and still furnished pasture 
to herds of beautiful cattle, and flocks of over- 
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grown sheep, which moved with some difficulty 
undei the added weight of so much flesh and 
wool. 

Our road led us through many large towns. 
Villages and smaller collections of population were 
more rare. There were, however, a few of great 
beauty, having Very antiquated parish churches, 
which, from the vanous and blended character of 
their architecture, might have owed their existence 
in its present stale, to the patchwork cbntributions 
of every succeeding century, ^m the time of the 
conquest. 

At one of these places was a venerable viUage 
oak, and one of the passengers said something 
about iu trnnk having been used as a school-room. 
Though not to c«mpare with th^ patriarchal trees 
of my own country, when one has the good fortune 
to get far enough from the haunts of civilized man 
to see one of them, or the famous chestnuts that 
flourish on the side of Etna, such for instance as 
the noted Castagno a cento cavalli, yet still its di- 
mensions were sufficiently respectable to attract 
admiration. 

The groups that filled the road were suf- 
ficiently varied and picturesque, and the scene 
which it presented was moving and animated. 
I was not so fortunate as to see a fox-chase, but I 
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bad a glimpse, beyond Croydon, ataomeof ihecon- 
aequencea of one. We met a number of gentle- 
men reluming from wliat tieemed to have been a 
hard run, for their horses were sadly jaded. Many 
bore nrarks of having been down, both horse and 
rider, and one luckless wight was as thoroughly 
drenched and mud-covered aa if he had been drag- 
ged through a dozen horse-ponds- This, however, 
WM not likely to tame the energy with which the 
English gentry pursue this manly and animating 
sport; a bath, a change of apparel, and a good din- 
ner, with the adventures of the day and all its bat- 
tles fought again over his wine, were sure to give 
heart to the most ill-used of these, to figure at the 
succeeding " meet." 

The effect of the gay dress t^f these hunlsnaen, 
the top boou, the white breeches, and, above all, the 
ted coat, as seen at the turnings of the road,' or 
emerging from behind an intersecting wood, ww 
pleasing, and fraught with excitement- As we 
paused at the solitary inns for a moment to water 
the hcvaes, and give time to the coachman to drain 
the foaming tankard which was presented to him, 
I was carried back to the olden time by the quaint- 
nesB of tbe antiquated signs, in general no longer 
painted indeed, in these march-of-mind days," when 
everybody can read, but written out in full — The 
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Black Horse, The Beggar's Buab, or The JoUy 
Tanner- 

Perhaps I should say something of my fellow- 
traTellers of the interior. Besides my companion 
there was a rich banker, a man of much note in the 
City. He was a Jew, and an unbelieving one, 
indeed ; for he did not seem to have placed any 
more faith in Moses than he did in Jesus Christ. 
He was full of cleremess and intelligence, both 
natural and acquired ; for he added the sprightli- 
ness and versatility of youth to the experience and 
obserration of a rery mature age. It was quite 
frightful to bear the tenets of such unmeasured 
infidelity, put forth with a calm indifference, and 
yet with BO much ingenuity. What, however, 
made his mode of thinking in religion the more 
extraordinary, was the perfectly orthodox character 
of his opinions as a politician. He was a borough 
Church and King man, and an undoubttng and un- 
compromising tory. As a Jew, excluded from any 
participation in ihe benefits of a church to which, 
as a proprietor, he doubtless contributed most ex- 
tensively, and from any influence in the conduct 
of a government which he was yet called on to 
support, such opinions might seem inconsistent and 
paradoxical. 
And yet the man aVgued from a just perception 
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of his own well-understood interests. He was 
like him, of whom we read in the New Testa- 
ment, in which he did not believe, who could not 
see the truth because he was very rich. He had 
much property, and was a great fundholder, and 
therefore contemplated with dismay the prospect 
of any change in the present order of things, or any 
revolution calculated to interfere, or open the door 
to interference, with vested rights, to shake the tot- 
tering and unsubstantial fabric of that public credit 
in which bis own was involved, and to take from 
property its present overwhelming preponderance. 
Of course he was an arrant infidel in the virtue and 
excellence of our republican institutions, and in the 
conservative vitality of a system which admits la- 
bour to some share in the state, thereby securing 
its weary sons a just portion of the profits of their 
toil, instead of transferring all beyond a mere 
grudging and exiguous subsistence, to the coffers 
of a moneyed oligarchy. 

Our fourth traveller was a man of very different 
description, who yet, from community of inter- 
ests, had some sympathy with the Jew. He was 
a good-natured cockney, full of city slang, and not 
deficient in humour. After attaining the age of 
manhood in the heart of London, and growing up 
in the full belief of all those prescribed opinions 
13- 
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which the mass of Englishmen receive from eadi 
other, with somewhat leas reservation than they sub- 
Bcribe to the thirty-nine arliuleB, he had been led to 
America by some speculations which had a very 
fortunate result, and remained there during many 
years. He was the owner of property in both coun- 
ties ; and the different burdens he was subjected 
to in one and the other, and the very different bal- 
ances of interest he from time to time received, sug- 
gested the most embarrassing additions to his stock 
of previously conceived opinions. 

His mind now exhibited a strange lumber-room, 
filled with notions as heterogeneous as the contents 
of the till of a seaman's chest, stuffed with the dis- 
cordant contributions of a dozen ctimes ; church and 
state maxims; loyallyto the king; the advantages of 
an aristocracy, and the benefit of having a class to 
look up to — a feeling which is so eloquently advo- 
cated by that mirror of pride and chivalry, Captain 
Basil Hall — and tha benefit to be derived from the 
vast espenditure of a costly govemment, the inoney 
all remaining in the country, and keeping up a cir- 
culation there, were strangely blended in his mind 
with quaint, commoil sense notions which he had 
picked up in America about religious equality ; the 
absence of all other distinctions than those of per- 
sonal merit and Tespectability ; exemption from 
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tithes, taxes, and poor-rates, and the benefits of 
cheap govetnment. In America, he said, we had 
neither peosions, unless for undoubted services 
rendered to the state, HmecurcB, nor poor-laws, by 
which the laborious aie made to support the idle. 
This advantage he ascribed to the circumstance of 
our having the benefit of the experience of the old 
oountiy to guide us ; iUustcating our position most 
humorously by saying, that " America is just like 
that king — what do you call him — who was born 
with teeth ; or that man they tell about, who dove 
overboard naked and came up with a cocked hat 
on his head." Among such things as he did not 
like in America, w&8 the too great precocity of our 
American youth. He said the boys with us were 
all little mmiattu-e men, destitute of all proper 
awe of their superiors. In England, on the con- 
trary, the whip broke their unruly Spirit in season, 
and taught them to be obedient, subordinate, and 
loyal. " The rod," said he, " teaches obedience, 
and the use of money, as they grow up, to be com- 
fortable." 

Our cockney was a neat, clean, comfortable little 
man of a certain age, extremely iteW preserved, 
having a round bullet head, with scattering gray 
heir, a rosy &ce, the nose on which told of the 
daily pint of port, and a small cunning eye, which he 
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winked knowingly when be said any thing that wu 
parttculaily acute. Though chattering, fusay, and 
betraying perpetual impatience by the frequency 
with which he lotted at his watch, and stretched 
from the coach window to see how far we had 
come, he was yet, on the whole, both amiable and 
amusing ; and, though evidently feeling very com- 
placent towards himself, he was yet not unmindful 
of what was due to the self-complacency of others. 
This he evinced by taking our part against the Jew 
in the political discussion, which was very necea- 
aary, for my companion bad been too long in the 
country to permit himself to become impatient on 
these subjects, and I, though not wholly without a 
Mt of received opinions of my own, had no desire 
to make proselytes to republicanism, felt no obh- 
gation to spread the truth, or to convert, or to un~ 
settle men's opinions, had I been able, and had do 
taste for argument of any sort. 

There -was, however, one subject in the discus- 
sion upon America, in which these dispuunts most 
entirely agreed. This was the war then waging 
between General Jackson and the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States. Both of them were deeply interested 
M stockholdeTB in that institution ; the fussy little 
man to the amount of a hundred thousand dollars, 
and the Jew to a much greater. Now, certainly, it 
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wu not very considerate towards ^em, to break up 
a Bolrent and flourishing institution, which fur- 
sished them with an interest of seven per cent., 
and give them back theii money to be vested in 
funds which, while they would only yield them 
half that interest, or even something less, might be ' 
Bent at once to the devil, and turned into chaff, by 
the consequence of wai without, or the breaking 
out of a revolution within. It would have been 
moat unreasonable, then, to expect any other than 
one coinciding opinion between them, and this, of 
course, most damnatory of .the iron general. 

I was uecessarily mystified by their reasonings 
a^out exchanges, the regulation of credit, and the 
salutary checks to over-trading, which were all to 
me as .unintelligible as Hebrew. But when ihey 
came to talk about the security of the moneyed in- 
terests, the representation of property, and the pre- 
ponderance of capital for its own protection, and I 
— ^whtie they carried out their deductions,' in one 
sense, concerning the dread of democracy, the 
sweeping devastation of a rabble inundation, and 
the horrors of an* agrarian law — pursuing mine in 
a directly opposite sense, contemplated the effects 
of such a system in elevating the rich, and cnish- 
ing the poor, and bringing about, by means of the 
systematic tisurpation of those powers of govern- 
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meiit which society delegaies in the inteiesta and 
for the geoerai happiness of all, such frightful and 
preposterous diaparili^s of fortuoea, from which 
misery caD find do outlet of escape, and which 
award to toil no other reward than the privilege 
still to toil on for ever, I could not help gltu-ying in 
the lire and let live syswm of my own country, and 
honouring the magnanimity of that man who, dis- 
covering in a rich corporation the disposition to 
control the suffrage, and usurp the sovereignty of 
the people, had dared to stand singly forward as 
the champion of the poor, and to aend hack, as the 
constitution permitted him to do, for reconsidera- 
tion, the solemn verdict of the represent ativea of 
the people. 

I have neither taste nor turn for argument; but, 
by a strange perverseness, I have a singular facil- 
ity, in listening to the arguments of others, to be 
convinced someiimes in the directly opposite sense 
from what they intended. This occurred to me 
now, and led me first to doubt the expediency of 
sustaining an institution which these men were so 
anxious to support. The bills of the Umfed States 
Bank, In which I hod been long accustomed to re- 
ceive my monthly pittance, were the only rag 
money in America for which I had any respect. 
"What lillle feeling 1 had on the subject, had there- 
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fore been hitherto in its favour. WJvt-J now 
heard fint led me to doubt whether- General Jack- 
son were not the sort of president we needed at 
this conjuncture ; for my ears had been tickled by 
the well-turned phrases and epigrammatic smart- 
ness of his immediate predecessor, and although my 
profession released me from the obligation of stri- 
king the balance of my opinions at the ballet-bos, 
yet what little feeling I had was not in his favour. 
Now, however, the tide of my opinions began to 
turn, and, not long after, I was made a complete 
believer in the virtues of the hickoiy-tiee, by the 
kind efforts of a zealous friend, who undertook to 
enlighten me, and whose perverted arguments and 
bad pleasantries succeeded at length in rooting my 
opinions in the directly opposite sense. Perhaps 
I should be ashamed to confess this perverseness, 
the pig-like disposition of my opinions to run, in 
spite of me, in opposition to the very arguments 
benevolently intended to enlighten them, did I not 
recollect, in recurring to my mathematical- retninis- 
cences, that there is no reasoning so irresistible u 
that of ibe reductio ad absuidum. 

Ere the subject was exhausted I had fallen 
asleep, and only awoke amid the glare of the 
lighted streets of Brighton. A fly speedily con- 
Teyed us to the Albion, where, «fter a change of 
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diMs, ne consoled ourselves id the coffee-room, 
over a comfortable dinner, for the sUght htigues of 
our journey. On rising the next morning and 
opening the windows, I found that my room had a 
southern eiposure, and overlooked the sea. The 
hotel stood alone, out of the g^ieral line of the 
buildings lining the quay, and at the verge of a 
slight promontory. Though it was. already nine 
o'clock, the light was dim and imperfect. The 
sky was overcant by dark clouds, flying low and 
quick, forit blew tremendously. The gloom so 
thickened seaward that but little of the ocean was 
visible; this was lashed' into fury and torn by the 
wind, coming in heavily in breakers as it ap- 
proached the shore, and converting itself into a 
raging surf in beating against the shingle, aod send- 
ing up a deafening roar not inferior to that of 
Niagara. 

There was a stout parapet wall, built up to prote^ 
the shore from liie encroachmenu of the water, as 
well as to form a barrier to the road and prome- 
nade; while breakwaters, ninniiig seaward at right 
angles from it, served still farther to protect it, by 
intercepting the rollers and breaking their con- 
tinuiljr- To the left appeared the celebrated chun- 
pier, which was constructed to facilitate the land- 
ing of passengers from steamers, and which, bar- 
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ing been recently destroyed in & gale of wind, was 
in process of bein^ repaired. It consisted of a 
collection of wooden piers, planted securely in the 
sands, and standing at equal intervals from each 
other. From each of these rose a species of tower, 
from which the chains supporting the bridge were 
suspended. 

There was, as yet, little movetnmt or sign of 
tcimation ; for it was Sunday, and in no country is 
the odious habit of rising late on that day to uni- 
versal as in England. A few restless urchins were 
playing among the shingle, riuming after the re- 
ceding waves, and taking quiciily to their heel* 
to escape, as the proud sea came raging in agaia to 
assert his dominion. There was one other group 
whose errand was less joyous. It was a wan and 
meager woman, in squalid attire, with the tatters 
of a straw hat on her head, and attended by a little 
boy yet more ragged than herself. They were 
MBiching the beach attentively) and collecting 
whatever, in their abject condition, they might es- 
teem vakable. Now and then some trifling article 
was secured and placed in a coarse bag, which the 
woman bore upon her back. I thought of the fre- 
quent wrecks occurring on this coast ; of th« last 
possessors of the wretched property, which th« 
•ea, having swallowed what was most noble, now 
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relinquished aad threw back ; and bow willingly, 
in their do<»iied hour, they would hare exchanged 
conditions with even this miseTable gleaner, the 
widow, haply, of some drowned seaman. 

If I had already felt some of the inconveniences 
of an English Sunday, in being compelled to be in 
bed somewhat longer than was agreeable to me, in 
order to accommodate myself to the general post* 
ponements of the day, I found, in descending to 
the coffee-room, others which I took even more to 
heart, in the unsatisfactory character of my break- 
&Bt. Stale bread appeared as the representative 
of hot rolU, and eke to do the honours of the 
smoking and comfort-breathing muffins. This 
might equally have been the case in my own coun- 
try. Alas ! that religion, which is in itself so ex- 
cellent a thing, should be so wholly incompatible 
with a good breakfast. God's blessing be upon 
that man who first invented a newspaper ! for it is 
a comfort under every misfortune ; by its aid even 
a bad breakfast may be swallowed with composure. 

With my equanimity thus partially restored, I 
wandered forth, leaning upon the arm of my &iend, 
as the melancholy music of the bells announced 
the hour of devotion. The waiter had directed us 
to the church where we would be most likely to 
heai a good sermon, and meet vrith edification for 
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otir souls. Thither we bent oui steps. As we 
went, I had an opportunity of gathering an ides of 
the situation of Brighton, and its general appear- 
ance. It extends along a low terrace, closely skirt- 
ing the seashore, and being under covei of a range 
of hills, formed by the higher land of the interior, 
which overlook it to the north. Hence it is pro- 
tected from the cold winds, and only exposed to 
the more genial southern breezes that blow from 
the sea. 

This gives it great advantages as a winter res- 
idence, and leads numbers of people in infirm 
health, or who, without this cause, are attentive to 
their comfort, to establish themselves here during 
the winter montha. The greater part of the town 
is of modem construction, having sprung up since 
the erection of the Marine Pavilion by George lY., 
when Prince of Wales, who first attracted the at- 
tention of the rich to the capabilities of the place, 
and led many people of rank and fashion, with a 
still greater number who were desirous of becom- 
ing so, to build in so eligible a position. A city 
having such a luxurious origin could scarce fail to 
be a magnificent one. Many of the houses are 
constructed on uniform designs, in terraces over- 
looking die sea, and the general impression pro- 
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duced by wbatevei one eeea here, is of a pervading 
elegance and good taste. 

The church into which we prescDtly entered was 
a very neat one, in a style of architecture slightly 
resembling the Morisco ; the architect having prob- 
ably caught his inspirations from the eccentricities 
of the Pavilion. The services were pei^ormed by 
two clergymen. The elder one, whom I took to 
be the vicar, read prayers. He was a venerable 
oU roadster, who had evidently been broken into 
his duties by long practice, and who went or in a 
very persevering, ding-dong manner, bis voice offer- 
ing a rich specimen of that nasal euphony which is 
ascribed to the people of New-England. It is a 
very general remark, that the people of New-Eng- 
land are the Americans who, being exclusively of 
English origin, most nearly resemble the mother 
country. This may, perhaps, account for an iden- 
tity in this respect, which I had already noticed 
with sufficient frequency. 

A younger man, who was doubtless the rectca, 
was a person of much more elegant appearance, 
and of very superior air uid pretensions. His ser- 
mon was very good, and delivered with much at- 
tention to oratorical effect, and with an energetic 
shake of the head, which, however well calculated 
to frighten sinners, was more impressive than grace- 
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fal. .As for the clerk, who responded below, he 
was a little man, done up in a black gown, richly 
sprinkled vilh silk knots. He had, as clerks usu- 
ally have everywhere, a singularly precise and pro- 
fessional manner of performing the functions that 
fell to his share ; his pronunciation was most pecu- 
liar, especially in the often-repeated ejaculation, 
Amen! in which. h^ contrived^! is to be hoped 
with less sacrifice — to pitch his voice to the tone 
of Velluti, or some other model of the neuter 
gender. 

The organ was eitremely well played ; but the 
singing was most execrable, the chief performers 
being either the parish children, or the juvenile 
members of a Sunday school, who, being well 
pleased to escape for the time from the restraints 
of their position, and let off the restless exuberance 
of their spirits in some legitimate and admitted 
way, yelled forth a hideous discord, most distres- 
sing to sensitive nerves, and which might only be 
coiqpared to a concert of assembled swineherds, 
blowing each, on his own account, his separate 
symphony on a cracked cow-hom. 

On leaving church we found the weather still 
more inclement. The strong gale Irom the sea 
brought with it an occasional cloud, blacker and 
more heavy than the rest, which, as it passed 
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above, emptied itself in a drenching shower. To 
carry ao umbrella wai out of the question. So 
great was the force of the wind, that it gave full 
employment to a man's muscular energies to force 
himself forward. As the squalls blew by, the eye 
was able to penetrate the gloom foi a mile or 
two seaward, though the atmosphere was min- 
gled with mist, raio, and spray, wildly blended. 
A couple of brigs, under close-reefed topsails, 
were buffeting with the winds and waves ; and a 
cutter under very low sail was standing in shore, 
and eixleavounng to work to the westward. They 
scarcely gained any thing, while they must evi- 
dently have been greatly strained, and doubtless, if 
one could have had the patience to watch ^em, 
they would have been, ere long, seen to bear up, 
abandon what they had gained, and run for the 
Downs, or some nearer shelter. 

Intrenched within the citadel of our apartment, 
and cheered by the comfortings of a coal fire, we 
passed the day in letter-writing, conversation, or 
gazing from the sheltered security of our windows 
upon the agitated sea, and the hspless mariners who 
were contending with its horrors. Dinner came 
lo our relief in the evening, and by its aid we 
managed to overcome no inconsiderable number 
of the weaiy hours that remained to us. The 



DRIVE TO BBlaHTON. 163 

tyBtem of solitary dining and non-association preT- 
alent in English inns, and which has its origin in 
the distinction of classes, certainly has its dig- 
adTBntages, and these bear with peculiar hardship 
on the solitary stranger, not only by depriving hitn 
of the accidental society which is perpetually 
thrown in his way in other countries, but by with- 
drawing from him those means of information, and 
of obtaining an insight into national manners, which 
are furnished by a different system. 

But though not brought into immediate contact 
with my fellow-fiequenters of the cofTee-room at 
the Albion, 1 saw enough of them to be greatly 
pleased with their tone and manners. These were 
quiet, respectable, unostentatious, and characterized 
by a scrupulous attention to refinement, and the 
rules of good -breeding. The conversation among 
those who knew each other was easy and intelli- 
gent, and a stranger to argument or excited discus- 
sion. Many indeed of these persons were men 
of distinction, and one among them was the repre- 
sentative of a family which has been distinguish- 
ed in the annals of the land since the period of 
Ae conquest, uniting in his person the dignities 
of admiral and peer. Indeed, among all those who 
frequented the coffee-room during a week that 
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I ismained at Brighton, I Doticed but one penoa 
whose manners weie ofTenslTe. 

This was a fussy, talking, intiusire oM fellow, 
who could not be got rid of or shaken off, a beggw 
of franks, an arrant pretender to gentility, and a 
personification of wbaleyer is Tulgar. Yet I was 
told that this was a person of large fortune in the 
Ci^, a great speculator on the Com. Exchange, 
and, what I found somewhat more difficult of be- 
lief, an individual who had enjoyed the benefit of a 
liberal education and foreign traTel. At any rate, 
his conversation was made up c£ Jow sentiments^ 
expressed by low ideas, and uttered in low English, 
rife with City slang, and the choicest cockneyism 
of pronunciation. He telked loudly, and for effect ; 
and when the aristociat was at hand, instead of 
imitating his own unpretending demeanour, it was 
then, pl-ecisely, that he was most swelling and of- 
fensive. He seemed, indeed, to become more vul- 
gar by the very effort to be elegant. This was one 
illustration of the effects of aristocratic distinctions, 
bom which philosophers and drawers of conclu- 
sions may extract what inferences they fJease. 

As I said before, the prevailing tone of mannen 
among llie frequenters of the coffee-room was sim- 
ple and decorous in the extreme, and the vulgarity 
of the single exception only rendered it more ap- 
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parent. Indeed, my subsequent experience tended 
to confirm the irapression which I then received, 
that nowhere, so much as in England, is the class 
of travellers — from various causes, growing out of 
the vast difference of expense and the very different 
remuneratioQ of labour, of course infinitely more 
circumscribed than with us — so scrupulously ob- 
servant of whatever is enjoined by the established 
axioms of good -breeding, or the dictates of gobd 
taste. An observer might come armed with Don 
Qnixole's directions to Sancho Panza, when he 
was trying to make an exten^pore gentleman of 
faim ere he undertook the government of his island, 
or with Mr. Shandy's list of well-bred qualifications 
required in a tutor for his son — he might be as sen- 
sitive as eith^ Sterne or Cervantes, and as cen< 
sorious as he pleased — and yet be able to find little 
to cavil at, in whatever relates to refinement and 
external propriety. 
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CHAPTER X. 

BRIGHTON. 



The PavilioD at Brighton is much the most ec- 
centric building I baTe seen. It is in the Chinese 
tute, if in any iMsides its own, being composed of 
s niast of low walls, out of which rise a number 
of very singular domes, having their greatest di- 
ameter at some diatancQ from the base, and pre- 
senting much the figure of an inverted top. At the 
angles are placed tall stone columns, which are 
very light and delicate in their proportions, and 
which, as well as the domes, terminate in quaint 
omamenta, resembling log-reels. These columns, 
from their extreme lightness, have the air of tent- 
poles, and, with the rest, conyey the idea of some 
gorgeous Indian encampment, instead of a palace 
of massive atone. The colunms have a toppling, 
insecure look ; but though the winds blow with 
great violence at Brighton, none of them hare ever 
fallen. 



Having been much struck with the external ap- 
pearance of this singular and most fantastic edifice, 
I was not sorry to have an opportunity of seeing it 
within, which, from the circumHtance of the palace 
being then inhabited, I had not ventured to expect. 
This advantage was procured for me by the atten- 
tive courtesy of one of the king's aid-de-camps, 
who, supposing t^at the sight would be acceptable 
to me, had kindly offered to conduct me, and fixed 
an hour for me to meet him. I found him at break- 
fast, in a large apartment, having much the air of the 
coffee-rooin of a French inn. In the centre was a 
large table, furnished with various condiments, and 
the universal newspapers, while lords and officers 
were seated round in table d'hote fashion, each 
breakfasting according to his fancy. Some were 
reading^E writing letters, others discussing politics, 
palace news, military or naval discipline, or fashion* 
able intelligence in high life. One or two had been 
in America on service with their regiments. 

If the Pavilion had seemed curious to me from 
without, it was not less so when T came presently 
to look at it within. The dining pavilion was es- 
pecially magnificent. Its ceiling was formed by 
the interior of one of those singular domes which I 
had seen from without. From the centre hung a 
gorgeous lustre, of a strange design, to correspond 
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with the rest. On one occasion this fell down upon 
the table with a fearful crash. Tt was blowing a 
gale of wind, and the domes being all of iron, 
coTered with metal, yield a little at such times, and 
acquire a slight vibratory motion. This was the 
cause of the accident, and it certainty was rery 
opportune in its occurrence, as my companion ob- 
served. Had the catastrophe occurred at a royal 
banquet, one might imagine what would have been 
the effects on the nerves of sensitive dames and 
ladies in waiting. 

The paintings and ornaments were in a rather 
tea-chest taste, yet not; therefore, destitute of 
grace. They were beautifully executed on linen, 
witb which the walls were lined, representing in a 
strange arabesque the blended forms of serpents, 
dragons, and whatever was strange and ektrava- 
gant, and might therefore be Asiatic. My com- 
panion remarked to me, that, though each object - 
was, individually considered, rather horrible and 
disgusting, yet the effect of the whole ^as not by 
any means unpleasing. In passing he pointed out 
to me the awful table at which the king was wont 
to sit in the evening with the queen, and one or 
two privileged favourites. It happened to be the 
time at which the royal family were likely tn be 
returaing from the breakfast-room, and we bad to 
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-move with tnnch oaution, as our pioceeElingB wen 
not exactly in order. 

In pasBing to the stableii we traTerted the gar- 
den, which has none of those beauties that so 
unireisally abound in p^cesof the sort in England. 
The trees are all planted in straight lines, and the 
walks are stiff and formal. This how«rer may be 
a concession to the unities, and a compliment to 
the Chinese, tbmigh I believe they were the original 
inventors of what is known on the Continent as the 
English garden. The stables, however, are very 
beautiful, and have the reputation of being the finest 
in the world. They are built in amphitheatric form, 
with ranges of horseshoe arches, supported by a 
colonnade. The taste is decidedly Saracenic, 
though there is more attention to geneiat symme- 
try than is found among the Moors. Though this 
amphitheatre be very vast, almost large enough few 
** a bull-fight, yet it is covered throughout with a 
glass dome, kept together by an ingenious frame- 
work of iron. The stables completely surround 
the open area, while above, and op^ng on ths 
corridor, are ^e apartments of the grooins, pos- 
tillions, and coachmen. Each horse had a neat 
straw mat to serve as a carpet to his stall, and on 
which his bed is made. The temperature was 
exceedingly warm in this stable, and when the sun 
VOL. 11^— H 15 
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shines upon the glass dome, it is said to be oppie»> 
siye. 

I think, though my opinion is not worth much, 
that t^ Btables are almost always too warm in Eng- 
land, and the horses too lAuch pampered. They 
are very apt to get sick, and require perpetual nurs- 
ing. I koow from experience that in Madeira, 
where horses are taken from both Englrad and 
America, the American horse of equal figure will 
bring a higher price, and is always preferred, 
as being most serviceable and hardy. Perhaps, 
however, the English system may produce a fiuN 
animal for luxury and show. There is certainly 
no country in which the horses are groomed as 
they are here. In the stables we talked with a 
trooper, who was occupied in clipping the entire 
coat of a saddle-horse, having come down iiom his 
barracks in London for the purpose. This is a 
new idea, of only a few years' standing. The effect 
on the appearance of the horse is certainly rery im- 
proring. This custom has been maintained in Spain 
from time immemorial, where the mules are clipped 
annually at the entrance of the summer, though 
there they remove the whole hair with great ad- 
dress, and have an object separate from ornament, 
fvhich is to diminish the difficulty of cleaning, and 
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Still better to prepare the animal for tesistance to 
the intensity of the heat. 

The display of horeeflesh was Tery gratifying. 
Theie were four very fine bays, and as many grays. 
I was grieved to see, HoweTcr, that the saddle as 
well as coach-horaes were mutilated, and without 
tails. The queen's cwriages were exceedingly 
neat and plain, being chiedy chariots, with seats be- 
hind for the footmen, and without boxes. I was 
very much amused at the sight of a most formida- 
ble vehicle, which is used to transport the maids , 
of the royal establishment from palace to palace. 
Though I had never seen it filled, I was ready, 
from what I had already observed of English 
maids, to believe that, when duly freighted, it Would 
contain as agreeable a collection of good looks, 
fresh complexions, and wholesome figures, as might 
anywhere be found. It was known by the humor- 
ous name of the Columbus. If the care-worn dis- 
coverer could have had that coach-load of comfort 
with bim in some of bis wayfarings, it would cer 
tainly have been a great and most acceptable solace 
to his weaiy soul. 

Having forgotten to show me the kitchen, my 

courteous conductor took me back to the Pavilion 

for the purpose. There was quite an army of joints, 

turning by means of clockwork machinery before 

h2 
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I coal iire, in readinesa for the royal lunch and the 
dinners of the domestics, while a reserve of haunch- 
es of mutton, venison, and poultfy, was drawn up 
OQ the eminence of a distant table, ready to give at 
dinner the mercy stroke to the gaslioaomic capa- 
bilities of the day. There were quantities of cooks, 
scullions, and women preparing pastry- They were 
scrupulously neat in their appearance, and every 
thing in the place looked nice, ctean, and decidedly 
English. 

Upon the whole, I was pleased with the Pavilion. 
Though original, eccenttic, and unlike any thing 
else, yet the effect is good. Perhaps it may be 
considered the most successful architectural oddity 
that was ever perpetrated. The expense of its 
construction was of course enormous, and indeed 
it laid the foundation of the subsequent pecuniary 
embarrassments-of George IV. William, in speak- 
ing of it, once remarked, with the plaia sense and 
nautical directness that distinguish him, " Well ! 
though I must say that I should never have built 
such a place myself, since it is here I will enjoy 
it." Just as an old quarter-master, left heir at law 
by some departed brother of the compass and cun 
ladder, to an outlandish pea-jacket, might say, 
" Well, this ia bloody curious, to be sure, with all 
these out of the way stow-holes" (running his hands 
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into the pockets), "but since Jack has taken the 
tiouble to have it built, and been so kind as to die 
and leave it to me, why here's put her on, right off 
the xeet; and a bloody good fit it is, too." 

I expected to leave Brighton without having 
seen a glimpse of the sun, oi enjoyed the comfoit 
of so much as one fine day. Such, however, was 
■ not to be the case. The Wednesday subsequent 
to my Arrival Uia wind lulled, the clouds scattered 
themselves, and the sun peeped mildly and lan- 
guidly Out, lighting up the scene with a subdued 
cheerfulness. When I went fotth, after breakfast, 
I found that others had been waiting for this relent- 
ing mood besides myself. The whole town was 
in an uproar of bustle and preparation. The fox- 
hunting population, who had been unable to par- 
ticipate in their favourite pastime for many days, 
were all mounted,' and in high feather, spurring 
gayly through the town, with a polish on themselves 
and their well-groomed horses, which was likely to 
be a little dimmed by the adventures of (he day. 

There was no end to the gigs and equipages of 
various sorts, turning out on all sides f(»r a drivp. 
The number of pedestrians, also, was not incon-- 
siderable. The females were well -clothed, and 
stoutly and sensibly shod, and wore in their coun-' 
tenances a most pleasing expression of freshness 
15' 
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and good health. There were quantities of fine 
children sporting along the quay, luider the care of 
their nurses, each with its toy of some sort, a pair 
of dissatisfied dogs, drawing very much ^iost 
their will, or a pet goat hamflssed to a neat {idiaetftn. 
The modes of getting rid of tune, which eeemed 
to be the great end and object of all, were various, 
dome lounged into reading-rooms ; some gai down 
deliberately in shops, tomakethejno^t of the little 
business they were blessed with ; some ha^ them- 
selves weighed, and were able to judge of theirreU 
- Btive condition. Thus was the burden of the day 
got rid of. In the afternoon all repaired, by com- 
Bion cMisent, to walk, ride, or drive along the ram- 
parts by the seaside. There were a great many 
ladies on horsebadc, riding beautifully, and with 
the confidence of assured skill ; some were unat- 
tended by gentlemen, being followed by their ser- 
vants ; there were two whom I noticed in a phae- 
ton, quite alone, driving a very spirited pair o£ 
horses, which one of them mamaged with consum- 
mate ease and skill ; two grooms in livery, and ad- 
mu'ably well mounted, followed then at a distance, 
leaving them quite unembarrassed, and without the 
ftu of being overheard, to make their remarks 
upon those wtio were passing. There was every 
species of equipage represented here, from the 
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pony phseton to the lumbeiing fly, which Beemed 
ever oa the ascent. Even the queen added her 
beautiful and rapid equipage, for a moment, to 
swell ^d give brilliancy to the concourse. 

Il Would have be«i difficult anywhere to see 
a more brilliant spectacle, not only as far aa the 
ec^ipages were concerned, and the hi^-bred ani- 
Imls dtat drew them, but also as respects the coU 
lection o( men and women which the occasion had 
assembled. The men were well grown, manly, 
and graceful, with fresh and handsome counte- 
nances ; the women were moat pleasing in Uieir 
appearance, with an air of health and cheerfulness, 
added to an expression of great intelligence, in 
countenances which were, moreover, often radiant 
with brightness and beauty. 

I conaideied myself particularly fortunate, while 
at Brighton, to hear that there was to be a hurdle- 
race over the neighbouring course. This was a 
new style of racing, which had become very fash- 
ionaUe, and of which I felt very curious to see 
atpecimeo. On the morning fixed for it, it blew 
the usual hurricwe. bailor as I was, though a very 
tolerable horsemaa, I knew better than to perch 
myself on horseback in such weather, which was 
just the time for housing masts ai^ striking yards 
instead of spreading any thing additional to the 
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wiBtt. I engsj^ a fiy, therefore, to cviy me t* 
tha acene of action ; but, while I wafl prepamg to 
go, the drirer took, himself off. There waa not a 
Tehicle in sight, «nd there was no choice bat to 
walk, which was indeed no very great hardship, as 
the distance was only a mite. The wind, moreorer, 
waa dveetly aft; and catching against my cloalt, 
ODtapreading my elbows, droTe me on like a ship 
under two lower studding-sails, making it only ne- 
ceasuy to move my feet at doable quick time, with- 
OM making any -muscular exertion whatever: 

The hilU which overlook Brighton landward, 
and protect it firom the north winds, are called the 
Downs. They are composed entiiely of chalk, 
being covered with soil to the depth of a veiy few 
' feet. They are not cultivated, bfit almost eveiy- 
«hei« covered with grassj which serves as an ex- 
cellent pasture for ^eep, producing mutton of 
superior flavour, which is very celebrated. These 
hills have a gradual swell, and are not disagree- 
able objects, though monotonoiis, and naked of 
trees. They were to be the scene of the race ; and 
on reaching the allotted spot, I already found the 
place thronged with people. latonce took refuge 
in the station-house, to escape from the force of Uie 
wind, which here blew with tenfold fury. 

On looking round me from this more comibrtaUe 
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post, the 8£ene which presented itself was gay and 
knimatedj There was a bcilHaat assemblage <4 
the rich and distinguished population of the neigh- 
bouring watering-places ; some were in tasteful 
chgriots, driven by gayly-dressed postillions ; oth- 
ers, driving four in hand ; mounted gentlemen foW 
lowed by their grooms, or others, who were offi- 
cers, by tbeti oiderlies in uniforip ; the grooms be- 
ing usually more gayly mounted than their mas- 
ters. ' Notwithstanding tke violence of the wind, 
there were even ladies on horseback, though, they 
seemed as if about to be torn into ribands, and 
driven piecemeal, by its violence. Among tli« 
more undistinguished throng were groups of pri- 
vate soldiers i» their gay scarlet; stout and merry 
wives from the neighbouring villages, who seem- 
ed not at all affile^ by the discomposure of 
their dress; and numbers of sturdy peasants in 
smock frocks, leathern leggings, like stockings, 
and apparently as much fixtures as those of Gurtb 
the swineherd, and having on coarse laced shoes, 
shod with pounds of iron;, there were also venders 
of cakes and strongabeer, attending to the behests 
of these last as they called out roughly — " I say, 
master ! a pint of heavy wet !" Some fellows were 
trying in various parts of the field, not everywhere 
ineffectually, to start some game ihey mi^t turn 
b3 
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to their adrantage, or to get up a fight which 
might be aa useful to them ; others, very much 
out at the elbows, slyly skulked about, watching, 
appateniJy, for a chance to lift the " blunt," or 
other moveable ptapeny of the unwary, ■ when they 
•hotild be lost in the excitement of the race. 
' The ardour with which these manly sports »« 
pursued in Englaqd, fvas sufficiently shown by the 
circumstance of so great a crowd Having aAembled, 
notwithstanding the unprophious charact*^ of the 
day. , The wind, indeed, blew wiUi such violence, 
that the garments of the spect^ors 'fluttered «n aU 
aides like split topsails in a hurricane at sea ; hats, 
handkerchiefs, shawls, and cloaks, were perpetu- 
ally escaping, and driving far before Ifae blast. The 
horses often reAised to Ace it, and turned to es- 
cape its force, and in the course of the day I saw, 
myself, two flies, now first doubtless meiiting the 
name, which were blown completely over, can7ing 
the drivers with them. One of these accidents oc- 
curred iaamediately beneath the station-house, 
amid a large crowd, where many might have been 
injured and possibly killed, but, very fortunately, 
there was no one caught by the overturned vehicle. 
The coarse over which the race was to be run 
was neither level nor circular. It was nearly two 
miles l^ng, branching out into an elliptic form at 
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the extremity, which turned the hones, and brought 
them back again to the stand, by the same road oa 
which they had left it. In leaving the staning-place, 
the horses were to leap, in succession, three sheep* 
hurdles — a species of wicket-fence, three or four 
feet high, and used as a temporary enclosure for 
«heep — placed at distances of a hundred yards from 
each olher, and these were to be again leaped in 
returning to the winning-post. 

The scene was bxiUiontly animated within the 
enclosure, when the cloths were stripped off the 
horses, and the ridna vaulted into the saddles The 
horses, ten in number, were atout and powerful 
hunters, and though not full-blooded, or having a 
very racing look, yet still appearing well suited to 
the heary work that was l>ef(xe them. The riders 
were all gentlemen, generally riding their own 
horses, and beautifully dressed in white breeches, 
top boots, and caps and jackets of crimson, purple, 
violet, or tartan. They sat finely and gracefully on 
their powerful horses, heedless of hurdles, hurri- 
canes, or whatever might betide them, though the 
feat they were about to undertake was not wholtj! 
without its dangers. 

At length they all started together, and at around 
pace. The horse movnted by the rider in tartan, 
which was as gallant in bis bearing as an^> atlha 






outset, refused, the very finil hurdle, brioging bis 
lider with a sadden bolt completely over his head> 
He was, however, any thing but a dead man ; in an 
instant he was mounted, and at length fairly forced 
his horse over. Charging boldly at the second 
hurdle, his horse bolted again, and he again made 
a somerset, and so on three times in succession, at 
each falling on his back or head with more or less 
violence, but with no diminution of courage. Mean- 
time the rest pursued iheir way with such forlnne 
as they might. In returning to where the tartan 
chief was fiercely battling with bis recusant charger, 
tvro.htn^es swerved in leaping the hurdle, and came 
with their riders violently to the ground. And thus 
the race continued through its various bests, the 
horsemen riding over each other in turn, and each 
aeeting wit^i accident^ enough to have killed a 
dozen, yet the whole ending without one broken 
bone, ot a single one of the hardy horsemen losing 
heart, however maltreated. The spectacle, on the 
wh<^, was the moat brilliant one of the sort I had 
ever seen ; and the exhibition t)i the bold and fear- 
less character which Is developed among English- 
men by the pursuit of field-sports, was most credit- 
able to the.coubtry and pleasing to contemplate. 

X was fortonate enough to find a carriage to 
return in, as meeting the wind, face to face would 
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hsfe been a.fonnidable encounter. Indeed, it blew 
#9. hard that it was not without exerlion that the 
livrses could draw the carriage down a tolerably 
steep hiiA. Sometimea the fly-men would have to 
deacend and draw iheir horses downward by the 
head. A few horse-women, scattered along the 
road, were wetlnigh torn asunder by the pitiless 
blast ; and wbat with fluttering attire, escaping bat, 
and disheTelled hair, offered the tnost piteous spec- 
tacle in the woHd. Don Quixote should.have been 
there to add to the variety of bis adventures, by 
battling with the wind in the cause of these dis- 
tressed damsels. The walkers only got forward 
by stretching so far out of the perpendicular, as to 
have the air of men swimming for their lives. 

My time at Brighton did not pass very agreeably. 
The only persons I knew there had left. I afteni 
ward found, indeed, that bad I overlooked my let- 
ters, and cast about me a little, I might have, made 
some useful acquaintance. One individual, in par. 
ticular, not less distinguished for the charms of his 
chaiacier than the graces of his mind, and whose 
kindness subsequently sought me out and loaded 
me with many and most acceptable favours, heard 
of my having been there, and regretted that the op- 
.portunity had not then occurred of being usefttl to 

me. Had I known this circumstance at the time, 
16 



18S 

my situation would bare been very different, utd 
all my subsequent movementB might have been 
eeseDtially modified. As it was, my time hong 
bearily. Though the hotel was a good ose, I 
began to tire of it. The ii coffee* 

loom were, as I before- said e peo- 

ple. And many of thera, d ly cor- 

respondence — exhibited will .orning 

on the chimney — that I was a foreigner, began to 
address me and offer me ciTilittes. 

I was, however, weary with seeing the landlord 
enter each day, at the same hour, with a similar 
leg of mutton, and deposite it solemnly before me ; 
this daily l£te-i-tSte with a sheep's leg began to 
annoy me. I took a violent dislike moreover to 
the waiter. He was a shrewd, clever, and active 
fellow enough, and not wanting in civiUty. But his 
f<:»lunes had elevated him above his sphere, and he 
was aspiring to be himself an innkeeper. He-had 
accumulated a little property from his gleanings in 
the cofifee-room; the which property he had. in* 
vested In certain flies, which stood at the inn door 
for thb use of the guests. Now, if a gueat required 
a fly, it was the thing of all others in which he was 
ttkely to secure the prompt attention (A the waiter ; 
while another, who pined for coteletles or collops. 
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was left to languish in hopeless and unheeded 
deprivation. 

There were other circumstances about the es- 
tablishment, with which I was in the humour to be 
was full of young women 
i most of them sufficiently 
mbered stairways and pas- 
ery turning. All their oc- 
cupations were accompanied by music ; thus, a 
lusty siren who scrubbed about my door^serenaded 
me each morning with the seductive accents of — 
"I have loved thee;" while a more sentimental 
damsel, whose duty it was to fill the pitchers, sigh- 
ed forth her souleach evening in the fond invitation 
— " Meet me by moonlight alone !" 

The long nights, which, for want of better occu- 
pation, I passed alone in my chamber, devoured by 
ennui, and with the lurid glare of the sea-coal fire 
scattering a melancholy and partial light around me, 
were full of misery. The only real pleasure within 
my reach was to repair to the esplanade leading to 
the Pier. Here were one or two rude benches 
under cover from the weather; the surf beat im- 
mediately at my feet, while behind, all other ob- * 
jects were excluded by the high parapet, whicfi 
protected the town from the encroachments of the 
sea. During the day this place was much resorted 
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to by faahioDBble walkers, but by eight not a foot- 
iall disturbed its silent walks, and then a man 
might seek out this solitude, and be alone with na- 
ture and himself. Here I was wont to repair in 
the dead of the night, and, enveloped in my cloak, 
stretch myself on one of these benches. Usually, 
the sky lowered, the blast swept by, bringing wiU) 
it an occasional shower, to which the sea would 
mingle its mists. Then, to contemplate this strife 
of the elements, and listen to the Toice of terror in 
which they gavf utterance to their rage, was to me 
a peculiar pleasure. 

From my youth I had been familiar with the 
sea, yet never before had I been so impressed with 
its grandeur. I hod lived among its horrors unul 
they had become familiar to me as my most well- 
known friends. But now to contemplate the ocean 
in its angriest mood, from the comfort and security 
of a sheltered situation, with unnumbered objects 
of comparison around me, and fresh from the con- 
tact with, the common circumstances of an every- 
day existence, heightened immeasurably the sub- 
limity of the scene. 

On one single occaaion>the ni^t was tranquil; 
though the suif still beat with violence, the wind 
scarce s^hed audibly over the broken waves, and 
the pale moon looked tremulously forth, silvering 
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ibe tipa of the broken billows, which, ^ugh th« 
fltorm had giHio by^ and the breeze was gentlenew 
itaeH Btill danced madly, as if in tenor of their past 
agitation. It i« in >uch a moment, and when thus 
suirounded, that we love to abandon ouiseWes to 
the wings of- our ioiaginalion, to search into the 
hidden recesses of the memory, and the sacred 
places of the heart, and bring forth whatever is 
connected with our tenderest recollections of the 
past. 

At the end of a week I started for London by 
the Wonder coach, having left Brighton at eight 
o'clock. The top of the coach was covered wi^ 
schoolboys, who were returning to their friends in 
London to pass the Ghristmaa holydays. Though 
they might be very well supposed to be half perished 
with cold, as indeed their vivacious stamping, on 
the roof of the coach sufficiently indicated, yet 
they were full of glee and merriment, shouting and 
cheering as we went, as if possessed. So soon as 
the day dawned they began to shoot peas, tbrou^ 
long tubes which they had for the purpose, into 
the face of every one. we met. There were 
several other coaches similarly blessed; and when 
we passed each other, the urchins would mutu- 
ally prepare to fire a volley, which, to judge from 

the report on our window-glasses of some of the 
16' 
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enemy'i shots, I should hare esteemed any thii^ 
but acceptable. The youths on the Tarious coach- 
es seemed mutually to have encouraged the coach- 
men by words or {Humiaes, and to have inspired 
the dignified knighu of the whip with something 
of their own Ti?acity, for we bowled along at a 
wondrous tale, even takiig the name of our coach 
into consideration. 

We struck at once to the north, climbing the 
Downs. As the day dawned, I was pleased with 
the appearance of that part of the country, which I 
bad missed seeingonthedriTedown. There were 
many country-seats, and ornamental cottages of 
great beauty. In < the kitchen-gardens, of which 
there were many in sheltered situations by the road- 
side, I noticed it as not a little extraordinary, con- 
sidering the season of the year, that many vege- 
tables, such as lettuce, spinach, and others, were 
perfectly green and fresh. The grass was in the 
same condition. The fields were filled with &t 
sheep of the South Down breed, the freshness 
and richness of the pasture sufficiently accountiog 
for their well-fed condition. In othen, the cows 
and oxen were taking their break&st of dry hay, 
which had been scattered along the hawthorn trees 
to make it more tempting. 

These cares were attended to by sturdy peas- 
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■nts, in Halite frocks, g&ilers, and hobnailed or 
wooden-Boled shoes, who strode forward with in- 
difference through the rain and wet grass. Others, 
of inferior condition and worse clad, were engaged 
in breaking flints and sprinkling them on the road, 
or else in taking off the scregings, so as to leave it 
smooth and letel. At Tarious points were notices 
conspicuously placed, proclaiming the penalty 
which was to be inflicted on those who should re- 
more the " road-scrapings." The condition of the 
poor cannot be very enviable where there coidd 
be theft of this description. 

A little gipsy group, which we saw in the course 
of the morning, breakfasting under a hedge by the 
roadside, reminded me of scenes with which I was 
already familiar through the medium of pictures, 
novels, and descriptive sketches of English life. 
There was a little cart, the receptacle of rags, find- 
ings, and plunder of various sorts, from which a 
shaggy pony had been released, to crop the grass 
along the hedges. The tent had not been pitched ; 
but the family group, consisting of father, mother, 
and two children, was collected about the teakettle, 
under shelter of a hedge, and jnaking a meal, 
which their morning's exertions, and the stimula- 
ting efliects of the open air, in which they lived, no 
doubt rendered palatable. 
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At every aiz or seven miles we cfaaoged honefl, 
an operation which did not delay ue more than a 
ninute or two. Sometimes at tbe foot of a hiil, 
though of so slight elevation as to be scarce dii- 
tinguishable as such, we would meet a mounted 
postillion with aneztra.pair of horaea, which, taking 
OS quickly in tow, would whirl us upward at a 
gallop. 

Having paused ten minutes at Crawley for 
breakfast, we again set forward, and in four houra 
and fifty minutes from the time of our Btaiting from 
Brighton, we were set down at the Elephant and 
Cetstle, a distance of fifty-eight, miles. The best 
driving indeed in England is found on this road. 
Uany of the coaches are drawn throughout by 
beautiful and spirited horses, and some of the dri- 
vers are men of ruined fortunes, backsliders from 
distinguished families. -Thus, I was told that one 
of them was the son of a baronet, and that a rattle- 
headed marquis, famo.us as a whip, not unfiequently 
amused himself in playing the coachman on thu 
nwd. 

My £ellow<passengers of the inside were a 
young couple, who, from the pleasure they seemed 
to take in each other's society, I imagined to be 
newly married, and a third person, somewhat 
older, very particular about the care of his luggage, 



BKIBHTOH. 199 

asd the comfortable accommodation of his penoa, 
and who, from the coDSriaed character of his ways 
and habits, was as evidently a selfish and invem- 
He bachelor. This last individual was valetudina- 
Tian and hypochondriac. He bad travelled exten- 
sively on the contioent ; knew a great deal about 
prices and tlie expense of living there ', had been a 
little enlightened on the subject of cookery, and 
knew a thing oi two about Rhenish and French 
wines. During the ride, he edified us with a com- 
plete history of his complaints, and engaged in con- 
versauoD with his counlryman, sitting opposite to 
him, about the fashionable news of the Court, at 
Brighton. 

I was not a litlle astonished at the pleasure these 
people seemed to take in vying to show their ac- 
quaintance with the private and lamiliar history ot . 
titled people, to whom it was impossible, firom a 
certain vulgar pretension of manner, that they could 
themselves be personally known, and in talking of 
emertainments in high life, and pleasures from 
which they were necessarily excluded. I subse- 
quently found this unwonhy custom to be a suffi- 
ciently prevailing one. What most shocked me, 
however, was the familiarity which the elder trav- 
eller showed with some of the inferior arrange- 
ments of the king's domestic establishment, and the 
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uagular pleasure he took in deflcribing a Korfo^ 
pie, which the king had lunched from on the prece- 
ding Sunday, and of which he had eaten, the day 
previous, at dinner. It was CTident from his tone 
and manner, that if there were any act or circom- 
stance of his past life of which he felt that he 
had reason to be proud, it Was the eating of that 
pie. The reminiscence seemed to kindle Trithin 
him an enthusiasm of self-contentment, equal to the 
achieyement of the most honourable deeds. 

As our coach terminated its career in the City, 
and not at the West End, such of the passengers 
aa were going to the latter transferred themselves 
to an omnibus, and went off in the direction of 
Westminster. When the last of us descended to 
take hackney-coaches in Regent-street, our young 
> couple discovered, to their dismay, t^at one of 
their portmanteaus was missing. It was that of 
the lady, and doubtless contuned tiw jewels and 
Gnery with which she had been st^iting to dazzle 
the gay world at Brighton. What pen may ven- 
ture to describe the looks of dismay with which 
the hitherto happy pair gazed at each separate ar- 
ticle, produced from lop, and boot, and stow-hole, 
until all were on the pavement, and saw, that what 
their eyes so earnestly sought to rest upon, was 
not ! The grief with which Jacob bewailed the 
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loss of Joseph, might convey some notion of ihe 
scene ; or if, reader, you have ever beheld the ter- 
rified solicitude with which a dog, suddenly depos- 
ited in a crowd, in a strange city, courses the pave- 
ment and seeks for his lost master, you may con- 
xseive the anxious and intense bewilderment of our 
hapless bridegroom. The loss of luggage in Amer- 
ica, where people trard i» bunches of six hundred, 
is the commonest occurrence in the world, and oc- 
casions sufficient inconvenience, although the mis- 
sing article, if duly labelled, is sure to rettun, like 
another prodigal son ; but in London, where fifty 
thousand of the most ingenious inhabitants live 
without means or labour upon the goods of theii 
fellow-men, the loser of a trunk has nothing better 
to do than to fold his hands, and utter an exclama- 
tion analogous to that of the bereaved Boabdil — 
" Wo is me, AlKama !" 

Having promised to domesticate myself under 
the roof of the fHend who had accompanied me to 
Brighton, and who had already returned, I took my 
way to the Regent's Park. Here I found myself 
most pleasantly situated, in that part of London 
which I still continued to think the most attractive, 
even when I had become familiar with the whole 
metropolis ; having almogt entire possession of a 
charming mansion, filled with every imaginable 
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luxury and comfort, and conuDodiotu to a d^me 
■catcely known in our own cotutiy, with abno- 
dance of civil and attentive aenftnts, and a carriags 
or a Baddle-btnae perpetually at my dispoeal. The 
avocations of my friend and my own, if I mi^t be 
aaid to have any, ceased at the Bame time, and our 
evening! paaaed together in a social lelercouTae, of 
which his amiable character and ^reeable quali- 
ties render the recollection most pleasing to me. I 
began now to believe in the possibdityof mybetog 
able to weather out, in this snog anchorage, the 
honors of a London winter, and to accompliah 
that which I so much regretted having undertaken. 
Circumstances, however, very soon occurred to 
change my plans, and send me, a very willing exile, 
to sunnier and more congenial climes. 



,..<„> Google 



CHAPTER XI. 



ChriWmu— C*leb™tion by Popnlace— Compuison wiih Cttholie 
Connlrna — WeiUniiiNsi Abbey— GiUnor— iDleiior — Sairica*— 
SamoD — Toinba— Den of ■ gisU Publiahar. 

Tre mf ny teason of Christmu wu now ap- 
proaching ; and there was miich to indicate that, 
however the times might have changed, and lost 
their poetry and pastimes in the more prosaic awl 
utilitarian usages of the age of radicatism and of 
steam, it was not to go by wholly unhonoured 
The shops began to glow out with additional 
lustre ; the goods were diepJayed in the windows 
to tempt the passers with more than usual co- 
quetry; and not a few of the lower classes began 
the prelude, by flourishes of drunken preparation, to 
the scene of debauchery which the streets of Lon- 
don were presently to exhibit. 

Among the more pleasing eridences of prepara- 
tion for some great feast, in whose joys there were 
to be many partakers, was the arrival of untold 
quantities of game by the vans and coaches from 
every part of the kingdom, whether sent as pres- 
ents from the country to friends in town, or to swell 
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the stock in trade of some eztensive poulterer. 
The game thus traosponed by coach in England, 
from one extremity to the other, is packed in boxes 
or hampers, oi else left loose, where the distance is 
not considerable. Such, indeed, is the influx of 
game from some of the counties at this season, 
that the coaches are often exclusively freighted 
with it ; and I saw one coach from Norfolk come 
whisking up to the Bull and Mouth the day before 
Christmas, drawn by six smoking horses, and fes- 
tooned in every direction, body, box, and carriage, 
with moor-fowl, hates, and partridges ; and exhib- 
iting, moreover, for inside passengers, instead of 
the querulous features of weazen-faced old maids, 
or the bolUe-nose of doughty half-pay officer, or 
the anxious countenance of muffled valetudina- 
TJan, the more interesting spectacle of dangling 
goose-heads, looking more than usually silly, or 
the whitened gills of what had late been vapour- 
ing and consequential turkey-gobblers. 

The riot had already commenced, one day in 
advance. An ill-judged charity, or their own econ- 
omy, had furnished the most wretched of the pop- 
ulace with the means of brutal indulgence, and 
at nightfall the streets of the capital resounded with 
drunken brawls, and the clamours of a pervading 
debauchery. That night I went to the Covent 
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Garden theatre, to see the Chmtmas apecUcle of 
Mother Hubbard and her dog. Having tired of 
this, I Bext went to Drury Lane, where theie was 
a most brilliant pageant, founded on the fable of St. 
George and the dragon, and the Seven Cham- 
pions of Christendom. Id both places the 3U-- 
dience was of a character more disgusting than caa 
be furnished by any other capital in the world. 

In the places of inferior price the occupants were 
sitting in their shirt sleeves, theii coats hanging 
down before the boxes, and sometimes falling; hot- 
ties were passing from mouth to mouth, while, im- 
mediately below me, sat two ruffians with their 
sweethearts, who, in addition to their bottle of gin, 
had a glass to drink it from, either because their 
tastes were more scrupulous, or because they had 
an eye to the just distribution of their " lush." One 
of them, who had but half a nose, kept his arm 
about the neck of his greasy partner, and indulged 
in open dalliance, in which, indeed, he was sup- 
ported by the example of many others, in the face 
of the audience. 

This, in the boxes, consisted chiefly of persona 
of a tender age of either ses, who, having returned 
from their boarding-schools to spend the holydays 
at home, were brought by their parents to see what 
they might. The specucle off the stage was at 



all erenta an edifying one; and what with the Bhsoti, 
groans, the whistling, and deafening din, I left the 
place at Itngtb, completely stunned and he^t-Bick. 

There was nothing very refreshing in the scenes 
without. Here, too, the air was foul with gas, 
smoke, and ill odours of every sort. It was raining 
in a slow, delibente manner. The streets, and they 
who perambulated ^em, were reeking with mud, 
while the comers and other stations, where a more 
than usually brilliant display of gas-lights and stain- 
ed glass announced the position of a gin-palace, 
were, surrounded by ragged throngs, whose flushed 
faces, tainted breaths, and noisy clamour, gare eri- 
dence of the depth of their potations. These 
groups were not composed alone of the ruder sex, 
but women from the labouring classes of life, as 
well as of a more wretched description, mingled 
in equal mimbers. Many swaggered homeward, 
cursing or chanting a drunken catch, with a bottla 
in each hand, while others, only singly armed, sus- 
tained on the other side an unconscious io&nt, ex- 
posed thus soon to the inclemency of the weather, 
and doomed to suck its eftrliest nourishment &om a 
bosom polluted by poisonous ministerings. 

It was near two o'clock : the light of day, with- 
dnwn some ten hourt earlier, had proclaimed that 
this was the season meant by nature for repose ; 



yet everywhere the stieeta were thronged with 
whatever wm anseemly in the spectacle of human 
degradation. The eaia ware shocked with dang 
and obeceni^, and from blind alleys, constituting 
the darker haunts of misery and vice, proceeded 
the fierce clamour of' drunken Btrife,Aiid reiterated 
cries of "Murder! murder!" 

As I went musing h<Hiieward, it was difficult to 
realize that that which I had contemt^ated was 
done in commemoration of the Nativity of our 
Saviour. It was by drunken orgies, mmxlerous 
brawls, and shsmelesB prostitution, that tfae English 
populace celebrated the advent of Him who came 
to establish a pure and unsullied religion — "the 
Lunh which taketh away the sins of the wwld." 
I could not help remembering that the last Christ- 
mas had found me among the Mahonese, a people 
who, being both Catholic and Spanish, bad, aa such, 
a double claim to the scorn and pity of English- 
men. What were the circumstances there atteiKl- 
ing the celebration of Noche Buena— >-the happy 
night of all the year ? 

Why, the streeu were gay with groups of mirth- 
ful and merry-making maskers, pausing to sing and 
to dance beneath balcony or veranda, until, aa the 
midnight hour af^roached that fulfilled the period 
at tfae thrice joyous anniversary, all were sees to 
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■eek the temple which was to be the scene of ito 
celebratioii. Behold the vast area of the noble 
edifice, filled with adoring thousaDds kneeling hum- 
bly on the pavement, as they contemplated the 
mystery which shadowed forth the scene of the 
Nativily, the Gothic roof trembling with the glad 
sounds of angelic hallelujahs, or reverberating to the 
joyous and life-inspiring strains pealed forth by that 
noble organ, thrilling the feelings with untold ec- 
stasy, and elevating the soul heavenward with a 
boly joy, by strains not unworthy of tlie skies. 
There there was no iotoxication, save what might 
be found in the delirious transporU of believers, 
quickened into a sublime enthusiasm at the advent 
of the Redeemer. 

On Christmas-day my friend drove me to West- 
minster Abbey, to attend the morning demce there, 
which I expected would be, considering the great- 
ness of the occasion, rich with pomp and ceremony, 
1 had already frequently passed near this noble pile, 
which in magnificence of extent, grandeur of pro- 
portions, and elaborate beauty of construction, com- 
pared most favourably with the noblest specimens 
of Gothic aichitecture which I bad seen, and these 
included whatever iscelebrated throughout Europe. 
It possesses indeed a symmetrical and homoge- 
neous character Uiroughout, that is not often found 
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in these rast pi1es> nhicii, erected for the most put 
in rariouB succeedmg ages, generally bear the im- 
preAsiou of the conflicting and discordant tastes of 
their constructors. 

There is, howeter, one defect in the external 
appearance which is su£Scienlty obvious, and this 
is the too great length compared with the height, 
though this, within, adds vastly to the character of 
grandeur and continuity, as you look along the 
naves from extiemity to extremity. This Jefect 
of the exterior is moreover increased by the addi- 
tion of Henry VII.'s chapelj on the east, which is 
a complete construction in itself, having its own 
proportions and style of architecture, namely, the 
florid and highly- ornamented Gothic, and which, 
however superlatively beautiful when singly con- 
sidered, is. as forming part of the whole, an an- 
gainly and injurious excrescence. 

If, however, there were any impression at vari- 
ance with unqualified admiration in contemplating 
this grand siructore from without, that impression 
vanished as I traversed the cloisters, and, passing 
the noble portal, stood in the midst of columns, and 
arches, and swelling naves, surrounded by the 
mighty dead of England, the treasured remains, 
the sculptured effigies, and the recorded epitaphs 
of those who hare emblazoned our history with the 
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brightness of their deeds, immortalized our lao- 
guage, and shed uodyiog glory on our race. 

It was the Poet's Corner, and I would hsT* 
knelt, in imagination at least, beftve the effigy of 
Shakspeare, to offer the passing adoration of my 
mind and my heart, and to bless him for the eleva- 
tion and dignity he had conferred on that nature m 
which I glowed with pride and enthusiasm to feel 
that I was a common participator. But I was not 
permitted to pause, being at once ushered by gro- 
tesquely- liveried beadles, ariqed with maces, into 
the interior sanctuary ^f ikn choir, which is a chuich 
of sufficient dimensions in itself, fashioned within 
(be centr^ nave of ihe cathedral, and set apart for 
the services of a worship which does not admit vi 
being exercised in so vast and toe sxtmded aa 
edifice. 

The choir was separated from the b«dy of the 
Abbey by screens of richly-carved wood, and a lofty 
organ intersecting the central nave and interrupting 
the grand effect of its continuous ranges of columns 
and arches. There was, however, a partial glimpse 
of its vastness and grandeur above and on eitber 
band, where the eye Ei^lowed the columns of dark 
marble as they expanded into pointed arches, sup 
p<Hting in turn the ribbed and fretled roof, whtck, 
rich with gilding and Uazonry, swelled nobly bar- 
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tnoniooa above, ivhile at eidier extremity of tfa« 
cioae, the atained and storied windows admiu«d a 
dim and aoleoio light, which grew and waned per- 
petually with the fitful alternations of the sky. 

The seirice was about to commence ; many of 
the seats were already filled ; and the beadle, having 
scanned our air and atliie to graduate his courtesy, 
conducted us to a very comfortable seat, holding 
out, as we entered, his familiar hand to receive the 
oustomary gratification. There were many clergy- 
men seated in. the stalls of the choir on either hand, 
while lower down were i^ada of professional chant- 
ers and boys, dressed as in Catholic cathedrals, 
and contributing, with the effect of the edifice, to 
carry the mind back to the Romish usages of 
which it was for so many centuries the scene. 

At the chiming of a small bell, telling the quar- 
ters, the services commenced. A welt-fed, dark- 
haired, and whiskered clergyman led off in a soft 
melodious voice, cadenced as in the mass, and the 
reapoases were made in the same style from the en- 
ure choir, the orgaiT playing the customary accom- 
{nniment. The effect of diis service was very simi- 
lar to that of the Roman church, doubtless being 
precisely that which came in use at the reforma- 
tion, the Litany being translated, and the English 
lan^uge substituted for the Latin, with preserva- 
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ttonofthe Romanfonns. There was much of the 
asme pomp, and the well-drilled chanter seemed to 
study the harmony of hia accents more than solem- 
Dity of utterance. The effect of the liturgy in this 
form, in which very important words were occasion- 
ally swallowed and lost to the hearer, was not unlike 
that which is produced — if one might compare a 
church to a theatre — by the subjection of Shak- 
apeare's sentences to opera»ic forms. It is, how- 
STcr, but fair to add, that if, as the perversion grew 
familiar to me, I learned gradually to listen with 
composure to Othello's sovg when he was about to 
stifle Desdemona, so also in process of time I came 
to like the cathedral service of the Church of Eng- 
land, and to seek every occasion of listening to it. 
As for our sermon, instead of glowing with feel- 
ing and eloquence, and being filled with exulting 
pictures of that scheme of redemption which it was 
Christ's miiaion to fulfil, it was from first to last a 
cold and listless declamation about the lusts of the 
world, the flesh and the devil, uttered, if not with 
an air of unbelief, at least with one of supreme in- 
difiference wheUier belief wefe inspired in' others. 
It was almost ludicrous to observe the heartiest 
manner in which the faithful weretcM thatreligioit 
must be of the heart. In short, it was quite evident 
thai the sermon was preached because it was paid 



for, thougn unquestioraibly beyond its value. The 
preacher had a Bmall head, a delicate hand, a de- 
cidedly fashionable look, and an extreme air of 
good tone. Every thing about him, indeed, apoke 
of a famous salary, the gift of God, by whose pTovii- 
dence he had been bom of good family, and showed 
that he was in no manner indebted to his flock of 
miscellaneous hearers, who might either repair to, 
or keep aloof from, a richly endowed esublisb- 
ment, which was alike' independent of their charity 
and their faith. 

If I were eager for the close of the sermon be- 
cause it was a stupid one, I had also an addi^onal 
motive of impatience in my desire to loiter through 
the aisles of the Abbey, eiamining its rich monu- 
ments and eloquent inscriptions, and offering my 
homage at the shrine of departed genius. In this 
intention, however, I was frustrated by the assidu- 
ous beadles, who headed me off as I vras starting 
on my excursion, ushering me out as rapidly as 
the rest. This, indeed, was one of the days of the 
year in which the Abbey is not shown ; for the pil* 
grim, DO matter from what distance he may have 
wandered, is not permitted to approach the remaini 
of Milton anA Shakspeare without the payment of 
money. The sentiments which such a visit ia 
calculated to awakeo in a generous bosom an 
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sold for silver, paising into the pockets of the greedy 
gleaners, or expended in repaiis, which might well 
be met by the ample endowment proTided by the 
piety of past ages, were it not diverted from its 
legitimate uses to minister to the cravings of sacei^ 
dotal avarice. 

I had to repeat my visit to the Abbey the f<dlow- 
ing day, and wandered through the precincts, ex- 
amiping the monuments, and reading the inscrip- 
tions, with such a feeling of awe and admiration 
as they were suited to inspire. There is no end, 
indeed, to the claima to one's altoniion on every 
tide ', for architecture, sculpture, and the consecra- 
ting asaoeiaiions of genius, of greatness, and of 
misfortune, are all here to awaken the admiration, 
or stir the sympathies with a tender and touching 
interest. 

In the chapel of Henry VII. the mind is awed 
by the gorgeous character of the architecture, and 
by the splendour of the monuments which entomb 
the buried majesty of England's kings ; while above 
are seen the swords, the helmets, and the waving 
. burners of ^e knighu of one of the noblest orders 
of Chrifitendam, to complete the impresBi<»i of the 
scene, and fill ihe imagination with images of mag- 
nificenca and pomp. Now, (me of the tendereat and 
*osl mournful recvUectiou which history and 



t Sbakipe&re's muae have traced in the memory is 
qnickeoed into new life, by the si^t of that tomb 
beneath which repoae the remains of the early Tic- 
time of a Richaid's cruelty ; aooo, the proud sep- 
ulchre of the murdered Mary ie seen to mock, by 
it« pomp and gorgeousness, the unequalled miafor- 
tuties of that queen, so renowned for beauty, genius, 
and attraction ; who »dded every loveliness of per- 
son to the most bewitching graces of the mind; 
and who only closed a hopeless captivity, which 
extended through half a life, begun with every cir- 
cumstance of auspiciousness and promise, with a 
death of ignominy and horror. 

With what a melancholy feeling does the fancy 
not revert from the proud effigy of the queen, full 
of loveliness, and clothed with all the emblems of 
state and power, to the days succeeding that of her 
execution at Fotheringay, during which her head- 
less trunk, deserted by her women, who were not 
permitted to approach it, and render the decencies 
which the meanest of her sex might have claimed 
£or her remains, lay exposed in a lumber-room, with 
no death-clothes more becoming than the tatters of 
an old cloth which had been torn from a billiard- 
Uble! 

In a chantry over one of the chapels were some 
wainscot presses, containing wax figures of Tariooi 
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princes, heroes, and suteemen. Among (hem wa« 
one of QueeD Elizabeth, executed wiib adrniTuble 
reality and hfe, and dressed, as 1 was told, in gar- 
tBests which she had worn. The figure is ia\[ and 
commanding ; but the face is -impeiious and for- 
bidding, the complexion bad, and the hair coarse 
and carroty. 1 was delighted to find this evidence 
thai the beauty on which she prided herself^ and 
which she was faiii to place in. competition with 
that of her persecuted ^nd murdered rival, had no 
existence save in her own vanity, and the baM 
flattery of sycophants and courtiers. 

Here is also a similar status which I gazed on 
with very different feelings. It is that of Nelson, 
taken from the life, dressed in- his own clothes, and 
fresh with the hues of health. On the glass case 
are those words in which the hero gave utterance 
to his aspirations, previous to that battle which 
closed his splendid career— "Victory -or Westmin- 
ster Abbey !" I know not why they should hare 
been placed there, unless to show that, from what- 
ever motive, bis last behest had not been held 
sacred. 

In another part of the Abbey is an efiigy of like 
execution, representing Charles I. in the robes 
which he was wont to wear at Windsor, at the in- 
stallation of the knights of the Garter. It be- 
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speaks the same genius, the same amiability, the 
same moumfulness, the same pieseDtiment of mel- 
ancholy and misfortune to come, which chamter- 
ize those noble portraits of Vandyke, who seems, 
as it were, to have shadowed forth in anticipalioQ 
the fate of bis illustrious patron. How sorrowful 
is the nature of those feelings which are awakened 
by the contemplation of this countenance, in whom- 
soever has a heart to admire genius or to pity mis- 
fortune ! Brave, ganerous, talented, courteous, full 
of tenderness and romantic devotion to the gentler 
sex, Charles, with aH the nobler and better quali- 
ties of Mary Stuart, was a stranger lo her vices. 
Yet, like her, he died on the scaffold ; Uiougb, uk 
his case, popular violence, and not the jealousy and 
feigned dread of a rival, aimed the blow. 

Among the objects of curiosity preserved in 
Westminster Abbey are the famed Doom's-day 
book, and the stone brought from Scone, with the 
legalla of Scotland, by the first Edward, and le- 
put«d to be that veritable pillow on which Jacob 
j-ectined during the night when his sleep was so 
disturbed by terrifying visions. Perhaps there 
could scarce be devised a surer provocation to 
dreams, than a pillow such as this. My own tastes 
led me, however, rather to dwell upon the beau^ 
or associated interest of the montunents and the 
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eloquence of the inscriptions, than to attend to the 
claims of these renerablo representatives of a re- 
n>oie antiquity. The circumstances, however, uii< 
der which the Abbey is seen, are not very favoura- 
ble to the indulgence of those feelings which al- 
most every object is suited to awaken. Whoever 
has visited Westminster Abbey, will bear witness 
with me to the annoyance and disgust which are 
awakened in the mind by the low slang, the unin- 
telligible jargon, the grotesque and cockney com- 
mentaries of the mercenary and degraded show- 
men, disturbing, as they do perpetually, the curreat 
of gentle thought and melancholy musings. 

Many pieces of sculpture here possess great 
beauty. Among those which arrested my atten- 
tion, I was most struck with one by Roubillac. It 
represents a beautiful lady reposing in the arms of 
her husband, while Death is seen staiting from the 
half open lid of a sarcophagus beneath, grasping in 
his skeleton hand a dart, which he directs to the 
heart of his victim. Her spirit seems to fade at 
the approach of the UDening weapon. The hus- 
band, overcome with dismay, in vam clasps her in 
an affectionate embrace, which is yet powerless to 
protect her from the grim King of Terrors, whose 
whole figure expresses a singular mlhlessness, en- 
ergy, and exultation, which the sculptor, with incon- 



mTable and peiplezing art, has been able to infuse 
into a mere fleehlesB skeleton. 

There are also two statues by Chactrey, one of 
Canning, the other of Watt, the engineer, which 
conveyed to me an idea of the genius of that artist 
Tery different from, and very superior to, that which 
I had formed from his statue of Washington, in 
which he has treated the grandest subject that ever 
fell into bis hands, whether we consider the histtsy 
and character of the individual, or the nobleness of 
his form and features, without genias or skill. 
Canova's conception of the hero was of a far diffei^ 
ent character. There is something godlike and 
sublime in bis noUe Crealioo, st once honourable 
to Canova, and worthy of Washington* 

There was one ckcumstance which struck me as 
extraordinary, as I loitered th«>ugb ^e aislee, and 
this was the frequent evidence of recent muti- 
lation. This is particularly noticeable in the monu- 
ment to the memory of Major Andre. There are 
. a number of basa-reliefs about it, which havs-been 
purposely inju^, tbe nose being bmken from 
most of tbe figures. If it had been an old monu- 
ment, dating previous to tbe Commonwealth, ihe 
origin and Canse of this destruction would have 
been sufficieAtly obvious ; for Cromwell's followers, 
ia tkeir double ca^ncity of Presbyterians and ple- 
. ■ . 18* 
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beians, had an equal horror for images of sU 
sorts, and for whatever they might conceive to 
be either idolatrous or aristocratic ; wherever they 
passed ihey dealt largely in mutilation, and were aa 
fatal to marble noses as some diseases are to real 
ones. This monument of Andre, however, is of our 
own times. There was nothing in his fate to 
excite other sentiments than those of pity, and the 
muiilaiion of his monument can only be taken as 
an evidence of a popular propensity for destruction. 

It is in the Poet's Corner, however, that the pil- 
grim's footsteps most fondly linger. It is there that 
his eyes — haply, not unsufTused with tears — trace 
and retrace names and study lineaments connected 
with his sublimest and tenderest associations, until 
at length hia fancy almost places him in communion 
with the idols of his imagination. In no place, 
perhaps, is the sentiment of gratitude so nobly 
awakened as in this; a gratitude which is not 
onerous, which calls for no return but itself, which 
is freely rendered as a lit tribute for unalloyed 
pleasures, for happy hours, and ^dearing associ- 
ations, for accessions of ideas which we could 
never have invented oufselvea, and which yet be- 
come thenceforth and for ever our own. 

It is no bold assertion, no childish dealing in 
extravagant and unfounded superlatives, to say, 
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that DO place in the world is capable of recalling 
so many associations, connected wjib whatever is 
most godlike in human genius. Supposing each 
country to have — as it has not — a like hallowed 
receptacle for the remains of its most honoiu;ed 
children, yet which other of modem times can 
boast such a name as that of Shakspeare ? — Where 
shall we look for the counterpart of the divine Mil- 
ton 1. — ^Wliere else for the godlike and intuitive per- 
ception of the secrets of patuie, — for a genius so 
nearly kindred to thai which created it, — as that 
which characterized Newton, who, in the words of 
his epitaph — " first solved, on principles of his own, 
the figure and motions of the planets, the paths of 
comets, the ebbing and flowing of the sea, the na- 
ture of light, and the real character of the colours 
which arise from it, and by his philosophy main- 
tained the dignity of the Supreme Being?" — How 
great reason have not mortals to pride themselves 
in the existence of such an omsmestof theirrace !" 
The monuments of the Poet's Comer are black- 
ened by time and the intrusioD.of an impure atmo- 
sphere ; but the memory of those to whom they 
are sacred is still and will ever he green in the 
hearts of their countrymen — of their counirymeii 
on either side the ocean, whose intervening depths 
have no p»wer to naodify the common sentiment 






of love ; uid ^eir fame, kstead of being con- 
signed to the >o1b keeping of Uiose who dwell 
within the narrow circuit of this little yet moM 
renowned isle, is fast spreading itself ovei the 
boundless regions of a TS«t continent, whose popu- 
lation are equally its guaidians; the pieserTers 
alike of that which they wrote, and of the language 
in which it was wrUleu; who are imbu^ with theii 
sentiments, and have been ennobled by their inspira- 
tions ; at whose firesides ibeir busts take Aeir place 
beside those of a Washington and a Franklin, the 
patriots who have bequeathed freedom to the land, 
and are enrolled among the household gods of a 
people whose hmnage and admiration are not frit- 
tered away in sentiments of indiscrimioating loyalty 
to kings and princes, but reserved in their integrity, 
to be offered as an undivided and undegraded tribute 
at the shrine of hooism aod genius. 

There was one parting regret with which I took 
lesre of Westminster Abbey. I had seen many 
names thefie which I had never seen before, and 
which I ceased to remember ere I had left the 
cloisters ; but I looked in vain for the hmihar and 
honoured one of the chancellor Bacon. 

In a quiet street «f the more aristocratic region 
of London, is the well-known den of a great pub- 
lishing lion. No gilded sign, no obtrusive placuda 
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bang flanatingly in the street, are Been to catch the 
eye of passing stranger, and exercise their eloquence 
in ciHiTerting him into a customer. A brass plate 
(HI the door alone announces a name ^miliar to 
title-pages, and connected in the mind with niuch 
that is most valuable in the literature of the age. 
Within this door a long room is seen, with well- 
filled shelves of books tm either hand. A counter 
of polished oak on the left is strewn with reviews, 
elegantly printed prospectuses of forthcoming 
works, or beautiful volumes of tempting aspect, 
which anooance the last triumphs of the press. 
B^ind this a single clerk is seen engaged with his 
accounts, while in the obscurity beyond, a plodding 
shopman is busy, preparing boxes and parcels to 
be despatched to country customers by coach or 
van, and carry the latest edification or amusement 
to aristocratic halls, or the rural retreats of the 
ennous and the intelligent. 

So much may be discovered by whoever may 
wish to become the porchaser of a book. He who 
may have claims or courage to penetrate beyond, 
will discover a green door having a small glass 
peep-hole, concealed by a taffeta curtain of the 
same colour, and intended to reconnoitre indigent 
aathovs and pertinacious men of genius, the pon> 
derous produeers of voluminous epics, who, after 






years passed io dnaois of immoEtatity-, and in the 
CiiniideDce of aaumilalwn to a Shakspeare and a 
Hilton, begin, at th« end of an hour's attendance in 
the anteroom of the literary accoucheur, fast to 
doubt tiie excellence of their embryo, and go away 
at length, sunk from their high estate, and bursting 
with chuler and vexation, at being told that what 
has cost them so many pangs is not worthy to 
be brought into the world. 

Perhaps there is not in the wide world an object 
more pitiable than the self-imagined man of genius, 
when thus rudely awakened from his delusion. If 
a sense of power and a conviction of superiority 
be indeed, as is said to be the case, the common 
concomitant of genius, a modest diffidence and 
doubt is quite as usual a one. The hrst, indeed, is 
often alteoded by a prurient imagination, undirected 
by good taste, or an eServescence and pseudo po- 
etry of feeling, unaided by any day-spring of ideas. 
When such a man arouses from his dream of god- 
like genius at the rude touch of the publisher's 
pencil, — scratching upon his manuscript the damna- 
tory sentence — " Not of a description suited to the 
taste of the day" — or—" Mr- Blank, being much 
engaged, declines publishing,"— to the waking con- 
viction, that instead of an inspired and imQiorlal 
poet, he is only a miserable rhymer ; and that he 



has wasted in thia ptoduction ttit kme and limping 
Terees the time that with security of profit might 
have been advaotBgeously eiUf4oyed in the cjusling 
up of sccounta, — his situation must t>e miserable 
indeed. 

The individual who, carried fgiward by his own 
impudence, or freely admitted, reaches the inner 
sanctuary beyond this mysterious door, discovers a 
small neat room with a few necessary articles of 
furniture ; two or three chairs and a wriling-Iable, 
whose pigeon-holes are stuffed with blotted manu- 
scripts, a few elegant volumes, and some costly en- 
gravings, the meditated embellishments of forth- 
coming works. If the lion should not have disap- 
peared by some one of the various sally-ports, in- 
vented for the purpose of escape from unwelcome 
visitation, hut be found in his den, the visiter be- 
holds himself, face to face, with an individual 
slightly touched by tijne, yet firm and elastic^ in 
his step, and with an air of activity and health ; 
neat in his dress, of a gentlemanlike appearance, 
polished manners, and as much fluency of speech 
as falls commonly to the lot of his countrymen ; 
and he is not sorry to htve the opportunity of an 
interview with one, who has been the best patron 
of literature in an age teeming with literary pro- 
duction; to whose promptings and liberality we 
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ire perhaps indebted for lome of the noblest pro- 
doctions ot our or of any times ; who, wresting 
patronage from the hands of no^ty, became him- 
self nobility's patron ; and who, standing between 
the public and the author, became the director of 
a bgsaty so much more valuable than that of 
princes, the boonty of the public. 

Perhaps it may eren be the lot of our visiter to 
penetrate to the apartmenEs above, and to admire, 
with no common feeling of pleasure, the choice 
collection of manuscripts and>letters, the originals 
of those which have attracted so much interest, 
and of whatever is most valuable in litenUure, 
there interspersed with noble portraiu of some of 
its modem producers— men who havealmostnKXiop- 
f^xed the attention of the age which they hon- 
oured, and who were the frequent breathera of thi« 
literary atmosphere, which their pieience has con- 
secrated. They who have had the opportunity of 
knowing will tell you, moreover, that these pre- 
cincts, which genius has hallowed, are stiD the not 
unfrequent resort of sHch choice spirits as remain, 
and that the feast of reason there celebrated, is 
not the less so for bebg blended with banqueting 
of a more substantial character. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

DKPAR-niRE FROH ENGLAND. 

LesTB London — Spread Esflti Coach — Eosd to Dovor — Steamer — 
Vojnge — Fellow^rsTdlsn — DiBembaicUion — Hotel Qnillaeq — 
Compuiscin or France and England — CoDclusiaD. 

The period of my leaTing England came upon 
me very suddenly, snd yn\h Utile previous intima- 
tion. I leceiTed, on the fiist day of the new year, 
a note from the amiable and intelligent young 
Jriend, who, at an age in&rior to my own, ho credit- 
ably filled the important station of our diplomatic 
agent at St. James's, requesting me to charge my- 
self with despatches for our Minister in Madrid, 
coDtainii^ bis new powers accrediting him to the 
goT«nment which had succeeded that of Ferdi- 
nand. 

The civil war which has continued with such 
disastroua fury to rage in the north of Spain, since 
the accession of Isabella II., had already com- 
menced. The ordinary communicatioos were in- 
tercepted on the direct route for some distance be- 
jond the French frontier ; couriers were perpetu- 
ally interrupted, and despoiled of their papers ; and 
the latest gazettes brought intelligence of the de- 
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tenuoa and maltreatment of a French Secretary of 
Legation, his escort having been fiied into. There 
were daily accounta of forays, charges, and loss of 
life, without much attention to the claims and im- 
munities of strangers to the quarrel, even when 
they happened to be recognised. The service was 
then one of some difficulty, which, as an officer of 
the government, familiar, moreover, with the lan- 
guage and manners of the country to be traversed, 
I did not feel at liberty to decline. 

I had, to be sure, a conscientious wish, growing 
out of some perseverance or obstinacy of disposi- 
tion, by whichever name the quality may be digni- 
fied, to acquit myself of the literary undertaking 
which had brought me to England, however dis- 
tasteful it had already become to me ; still, the 
alacrity vrith which I undertook the service pro- 
posed to me, the pleasure and return of cheerftU- 
ness, to which I had long been a stranger, with 
which I hurried through the various preparations 
consequent upon so sudden a change of purpose, 
and the undisguised and overflowing joy with which 
I took my setu the very next morning in the Spread 
Eagle coach for Dover, with a charge of some 
importance upon my mind, an immediate motiTe 
for exertion to arouse me from my stupor, all con- 
vinced me that, treacherous as was the feeling to 
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the purpoee which had brought nie from my home, 
I was not sorry to escape from that meny Eng- 
land, which to me, at least, had proyed to be other- 
wise, and to have the sunny Spain gleaming bright- 
ly in my reelection, as the end and object of my 
journey. 

Our coach a:t starting was surrounded by the 
customary venders of knives, pencils, newspapers, 
and maps of the road, not forgetting the eloquent 
Hibernian who held up Hood's Comic Annual, 
with the Bolemn assurance that it would make us 
laugh the whole way to Dover. - My fellow-pas- 
sengers within consisted of a Scotch lady and her 
son, who were going to reside at Honileur, and 
a young Anglo-Frenchman from Mauritius, just 
turned adrift in the world, without any superfluity 
of ballast, and who had a. famous scar on one side 
of his nose, which sufficiently indicated that he 
was of an adventurous disposition. 

As far as Gravesend the road was the same 
which I had traversed on my first journey in Eng- 
land. Towards Rochester the country lost its 
level character, and became more broken and pic- 
turesque than any that I had yet seen in England. 
The hills were higher, and more boldly undulated ; 
and although the soil was only two or three feet 
deep, reposing, wherever it was revealed beneath 
k3 
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the suriace, on a bed of chalk, yet it was every 
where in a high state of cnlttration, and, where 
left in gcaaa, still beautiAiUy verdast. ~ 

Ascending a hill we came, at the summit, in si^t 
of Rochester, channin^y situated on th« Medlray, 
which is here a considerable arm of the sCa, navi- 
gable for coasting vessels, of which there were a 
number, with their sails loosed to dry, in the bar- 
boor. A fine stone bridge traversed the stream, 
and above it, on the bank beyond, were seen tbe 
crumbling battlements of an ancient Nomian cas- 
tle. Out of the heart of the town rose the tall 
roof of the cathedral, which is of Gothic construc- 
tion and of great antiquity. As we crossed the 
bridge and rattled down the main street, we passed 
numbers of the officers in garnson, tall, dashing, 
well-diessed fellows, who, beset with listlessness, 
were eying the young women from the vaiioua 
comers and crossing-places, and meditating mis- 
chief for others and amusement for themselves. 
One sea-lieutenant, whose tarnished epaulet and 
buttons told of poverty an^d salt water, came rolling 
down the street with a noble lump of a wife in tow 
on his arm. It was an illustration of the differ- 
ence between the soldier and sailor, and die decided 
' propensity of the last to be caught, especially when 
he comes ashore after a long cruise, and find 
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himself, at the eight of the first woman, irresiM- 
ibly beast by the pleasing idea of having a wife of 
his own. 

At the last relay before reaching Canterbury 
there was a curious, though not a very interesting 
spectacle, at the inn door. Immediately in front of 
it lay a drunken soldiered the foity-aixth legiment, 
wallowing in the dirt, and without power to reco- 
Ter his legs. His red coat, and pipe-clayed belta, 
which bore the marks of recent good keeping, were 
sadly smeared with mud. In the midst of his 
abortive efforts t« move his body, his tongue ran 
ghbly enough, recounting the history of bis regi- 
ment, and teUing how he was going on fiirlough. 
The landlady, being very much scandahzed, wis 
very anxiouB that he should take the benefit of bis 
lesre and set forward immediately, and encouraged, 
with this motive, a benevolent young rifleman, who 
was endeavouring to aid him, with the promise, 
should he succeed, of what would have made him 
.as glorious as his comrade. One of our passen- 
gers, wha seemed to be knowing in these matters, 
oaUed from the top of the coach to give him some 
mustard. There was something irresistibly ludi- 
crous in the demurrer of the drunken man, who, 
with a knowing squint, rejected the prescription — 

" Mustard, eh ! mustard ! as much liquw as you 
19* 
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like, but no mustard !" Meantime, all the Tillage 
urchins had gathered about, and were looking on 
obseningly. They were dressed in bceecbes and 
yam stockings, or leggings, and had a very old- 
fashioned look. 

After a bad dinner, eaten in a great hurry, at 
Canterbury, we set forward, and reached Dorer at 
eight o'clock, descending a sufficiently precipitous 
road, through a ravine, which at this place inter- 
rupts the perpendicular character of the lofty 
cliffs beneath which Dover is situated. Having 
taken a cup of tea at the inn which the coacb 
stopped at, and which, considered as an English 
inn, was not particularly good, I strolled f<»th to 
look at the piers, the basin, and whatever else 
might be discovered in a dark and gusty night. 

At five o'clock we were all roused in readiness 
to take the packet for Calais. Soon after iLe 
steward came, with the message that we might 
make ourselves quiet for a couple of hours, as the 
tide would not serve until seven. Some of the 
passengers addressed themselves to the business 
of getting breakfast, wbile I set about writing a 
letter. Suddenly we were told that the packet was 
casting ofT, and would be at sea in a moment. " Six 
shiUiogs and sixpence !" cried the landlord ;. " Wait- 
er, sir ! waiter !" — " Boots, sir ! if you please, 
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boota I" — " Please don't forget the chambeimaid, 
air r* said a pretty, amibng girl, atietcbing forth 
bei hand, and naked, well-rounded arm. 

In other mooda, this laat might have been a re- 
deeming circumstance ; but in the midst of the 
confusion of collecting effects, attending to those 
demands which were not to be resisted, as the ap- 
pellants placed themselves in the load, anxiety to 
bundle one's self into the ateamer, and apprehen- 
Mons of being left, it waa only an additional annoy- 
ance. When I reached the pier the steamer bad 
swnng her bow off, and bod given one preparatory 
snort ere she set herself in motion. A desperate 
leap carried me on to her quarter, and, on looking 
round, I waa made happy in discovering that my 
household gods, portmanteau, bag, and hat-caae, 
were all around me. Not so the Anglo-French- 
man, who, ere long, became aware that he had 
parted company with an enormoua chest, which 
had already occasioned him some annoyance, and 
which contained, as he said, forty shirts to begiq. 
The youth bore the deprivation with a philosophic 
placidity, that papa, had he been there, might not 
have participated in. 

In a minute after, we had passed the pier-head, 
and were at aea in the open Channel. This waa 
AH artificial harbour excavated into the open coast. 
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ud when we had passed the tide-light at die pin* 
head, without prelude of any sort we commeKced 
rolling forthwith. The wind was strong from the 
southwest, and the jib and foresail 'weie set, to 
help along and steady her ; stiU the motion was 
sh<Ht, quick, lurching, and intolerably dieagreeable> 

The day had not yet dawned ; it was squally, 
with passing rain, and a gale which sb^ngthened 
each instant as we left the shelter of the coast. 
Shakspeare'e CMSa, and the opposite eminence 
crowned by the old Casde of Dover, overhung ub 
for a biief iaterval, while, in either direction, the 
frowning and inhospitable ooast mi^t be discov- 
ered for a short distance through the gloom, while 
northward were serai two enormous lights, looming 
oat like rival suns, fining portentously throu^ a 
fag on- the bulks of Newfoundland. 

Presently we discovered a large ship standing 
for the shore, vrtiich was not half a mile distant. 
One of the sailors reassm^d me, however, cencem- 
ing her position, by teUing me that there was no 
danger While the lights were in sight. The mo- 
ment they were shut in, it would be time to 
tack. In a few minutes more the coast, the Cliffii, 
and Castle, had equally disappeared: Nothing of 
the land was seen except the two looming lights, 
and the only other object visible was our Uttle 
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steKmei, fretting and plunging through the agitated 
eea, and emittiiig a black smoke, more diunal than 
the frowning clouda above, and which, scattered 
furiously by the wind, soon hastened to mingle 
with them. 

If the scene without were wild and terri£c, that 
within was ludicrous and disguBting. The passen- 
gers, a few minutes before replete with life and ac- 
tivity, and taken up with earnest attention to their 
efTects, were now stretched lifeless, some below, 
otheie on deck, heedless of spray or rain, in the 
presence of a more oveiwhelming .calamity ; all, 
however, whether above or below, were equally 
jNTOvided with basins by fellows whose daily busi- 
ness it seemed to be to distribute them. The 
provocative to aea-aickneas appeared, naturally 
enough, to be in almost every instance irresisti- 
ble. The coolness and system with which this 
thing was done was really chilling ; and I fled at 
each approach of a basin-bearer'— offering his com- 
modity as if he were handing about refreshments — 
with mortal apfHr^enston. 

Among the passengers were many young ladies 
completely overcome, drifting from side to side, 
abandoned by their comp^ons, and receiving 
scant courtesy from the crew, to whom the spec- 
tacle was neither novel not heart-rending. Among 
k3 
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the various persons thus sorely discouraged at the 
outset of their trarels, I noticed an immense youog 
lubber more than six feet high, who was done up 
in various water-proof oaps, cloaks, and comfort- 
ers, apparently provided for this very emergency. 
I never saw a more abortive personificatioa of 
comfort. 

A more sentimental and less sick companion of 
his, talked to Mm iii the interval of his own spasms, 
concerning the picturesque grandeur of the scene, 
and the wild agitation of the elements. He pres- 
ently added, tu a consolatory salvo — " You are loo 
sick, however, to enjoy fine scenery." The stout 
lubber thus taunted, presently picked himself up, 
and began stumbhng about in search of the pic- 
turesque, on two long and formidable supporters, 
which would have been doubtless more at home on 
either side of a hunter. His efforts to stalk about, 
now grabbing the shrouds, now the funnel, anon a 
stout woman, adrift like himself, were about as 
successfully abortive as the movements of a chick- 
en with ite head cut off. At last he let go his bold 
of the screaming woman, gave up the pursuit of the 
picturesque, and made himself comfortable in tfae 
lee scuppers, 

A few awfiil hours, which made up an age of 
misery, brought us in sight of the French coast, and 
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of a bark which seemed to have a sigDal of distress 
up, Tliis very Deighbourhood is at this season the 
yeaily scene of many shipwrecks, attended not un- 
frequently with deplorable loss of hfe. To our 
great annoyance the tide was out, and we were 
obliged to aachor, at the distance of a mile or two 
from the coast. The town of Calais loomed out 
through the storm. Two nobly constructed quays 
stretched from the port, in which the vessels lay 
aground, far seaward. The extremities of these 
were coyered with people, while others wandered 
along the strand, seeking foi whatever remnants of 
wrecked vessels or ruined cargoes the tide mi^t 
have left there. A belfry on the end of the quay 
seemed placed there to ring an alarm and call for 
succour, in the event of any signal of distress from 
seaward' 

Ere long a niamber of stout boats put o£f to dis- 
embark us. Every one, short as had been our 
voyage, sighed to enjoy the wished-for land as 
earnestly as ihe tempest-tossed .£neas. I was 
ansioua to secure a place in the mail, having an 
object of importance which precluded me from 
being ceremonious, and therefore dashed in forth- 
with. Many followed ; among them a lady, who, 
being nearly separated from her party, was dragged 
in by her companion, while the bosunan, pronoun- 
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cing iheir boat already overiaden, attempted to re* 
aist it, she vibrating half orerboard on the gunwale. 
We were a contused heap of passengers and port- 
manteaus, some of the first as lifeless as the last. 
Our stout young fellow, having mustered strength 
to escape from the scene of his tortures, lay down 
as dead. 

Some young Englishmen, commencing already 
the business of abuse, which was to be the chief 
occupatitm of those travels which they were about 
to begttt, exercised their returning sensibilitiei in 
ridiculing our boatmen. Pwhaps they did net 
handle their oars quite so skilfully as Englishmen 
would hare done, and it might, moreover, be ob- 
jected, that they made more noise than was neces- 
sary. To blame them for chatting was to Uame 
them for being Frenchmen. Yet they were cheer- 
ful in their totl, which was s«iieriung, and their 
ebouts were shouts of encouragement- — "T\fez, 
mes enfam 1 tirez .' doublez le point !" This vras 
not so easily said as done. The tide ran out as 
furiously as the breakers came in. Thou^ the 
men on the quay waved to us perpetually, indicating 
the deepest water, yet we repeatedly grounded 
astern, our bow would be swept out by the tide, 
and the broadside coming round to the breakers, 
they would come over us most refreshingly for a 
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January day. I had about two barrels tiiU to my 
ehuie, and it vsa quite enough to render me com- 
fortably moist. 

At length, some men on the beach, prompted by 
a charitable beneyolence, for which I thanked Ihem 
from the bottom of my heart, bethought themgelves 
to send off a buoy and line to us. This being at- 
tached to our bow, we were quickly drawn upon 
the beach ; and a precious drau^t of drenched uid 
sea-sick sinners it was. As the boat would not 
come up high and dry, we were obliged to be 
carried ashore by the fishermen, who waded off 
to US, two carrying a lady in theii locked aims, 
and one a man, mounted as on horseback. Our 
young here of the manifold caps and water-proofs, 
whether scorning to be carried by a !PVenchman, ot 
dreading the imposition which, under circnmstan- 
oes of similar necessity, would hare been practised 
in his own country, or taking counsel of his man- 
hood alone, boldly stepped into the sea, and marched 
forward with the faith of Peter. 

The beach presented a singular scene. 'Die 
spectacle of wet luggage, and soaked, sea-sick, 
chop-fallen passengers, was most deplorable. Not 
one of all the rescued but looked as though he bad 
been recently indebted for resuscitation to the 
apparatus of the Humane Society. Such shawls. 
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such bonnets, such watered silks, and such disher- 
elled hail ! — above all, such whiskers ! A whisker, 
when in ite highest feather, and in all the pomp and 
pride of pommade, and cire, and of consummate 
keeping, is assuredly a thing to be admired. But 
what spectacle is there so deplorable as your 
drowned, — ^your crest-fallen, — your dejected whis- 
ker ? When I looked round, indeed, on the whis- 
kered faces about me, and remembered my owo 
destitution, I was disposed to feel any thing but 



The strange people among whom we had made 
so undignified an entry, were also in some measure 
objects of curious attention. The phlegm of the 
other side of the channel had disappeared in the 
sail of a few hours. Every thing was done ffkh 
much noise and controrersy, accompanied by ear- 
neat gestures and almost frantic cries. Here, too, 
the national drollery and sense of ridicule began 
already to assert itself, among these uncullirated 
fishermen, one of whom, looking at our tall worthy, 
who was no less- extraordinary on shore than he 
had proved himself afloat, pronounced thus premft- 
turely a verdict of absurdity, which was sure to be 
cenlirnied by the more enlightened judgment of the 
Boulevards and the terrace of the Tuileries — 
"Comme il est dr6le, ce grot gaillard !" 

-""8l^- 
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There was much to admire in the conduct of the 
crowd. They were not troublesome, obtrusive of 
their services, vexatious, or mercenary, and indica- 
tions of intemperance were nowhere to be seen 
The man who carried me on shore, instead of 
stipulating for half a guinea, when midway from 
the boat to land, under penalty of depositing me, 
could not be found soon after to receive his com- 
pensation. The Douaniers, though firm and digni- 
fied, incapable of any lo^ and vulgar truckling, or 
accessibility to bribery, were yet most civil and 
obliging, yielding their personal aid in protecting 
and transporting the luggage to the custom-house. 
Every functionary vied in courtesy ; so that when 
I had been to the postoffice to secure my place in 
the Malle, I traversed the ancient Place d'armefi of 
this famous old city, and entered the Hotel Qaillacq 
with a cheerfiilness and gaieu de ciBUr to which I 
had long been a stranger. 

The inn was an extensive quadrangle, with a 
porte cochere and an open courtyard. At one side 
was the-temise, well filled with britskas and trav- 
ellipg-carriages. A chariot, covered with a profu- 
sion of boxes, bat-caeea, and leathern conveniences, 
was drawn up at the foot of the principal stairway, 
and Quillacq in person had just closed the door upon 
some people of rank who had that moment entered. 
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Two postillifffls, eadi coDduoting a pair of Btoot, 
stubbcMm, senriceable-lookiii^ bones, and whow 
gaye^, in sympathy with tbetr lively brery, seemed 
in the inverse ratio of the heaviness of their boots, 
now cracked their whips and set forward with 
many shouts. QniUacq bowed low, and the great 
personages having departed, made rocsn for the 
humbler to take their jdace. 

Hy room was neatly and tastefully furnished, and 
the French bed had a very tempting look to one 
long cut off from its- comforts. But there were 
othex and nuHre interesting cares. It was past 
noon, and as yet I had not eaten ; so, changing my 
dress, I descended without unnecessary loss of time 
to the coffee-room. It was quite plain and uncar- 
peted; a wood fire burnt in a Fruiklin stove at 
the farther cOToer ; die chairs wen of the sHqdrat 
iona; a few engravings ornamented the walls; 
while through frequent windows on street or court- 
yard, God's light streamed in in untaxed abundance. 

I tang the bell with a hasty and energetic jerk, 
suited to coBvey the idea of a hungry mvt. " Voili, 
HoDsieur !" said the waiter, overflowing with 
alacrity. I set forth the nature and \irgency of 
my wants, with sober truth and earnestness, and 
with the eloquence that was in my feelings, and 
which, ere long, was productive of comfortable re- 
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suite. Meantime, I meditated upon the land which 
I hod left, and that in which I hful arrived. It is 
imposBible to deny that ia many of the noblei points 
of character, the English greatly excel their more 
. mercurial nei^boms. Without usuming thfiir al- 
leged superiority in one particular, iDtimately con- 
nected with the wellheing of society, namely, fe- 
male virtue, there are many others in which their 
advantage is undoubted. In the matter of patriot- 
ism and public probity, for instance, where would 
you look in France for such a man as Lord Al- 
thorp, now Eail Spencer, and where for individu- 
als or parties c^mble of apptecistiiig him? A 
man who, endowed simply with plain good sense, 
and right judgment seeking its dictates in the coan- 
selling of an honest heart, possessing no superior- 
ity of genius, and imaided by any power of elo- 
quence, was yet able creditably to fill the statitHi 
which a Pitt and a Fox had illustrated by the brill- 
iancy of their talmts, and to carry with him on all 
occasions a weight, an inHuence, and an adhesion, 
such as his illustrious predecessors could not often 
coaunand, — a man whose sole power consisted in 
the unbounded confidence yielded by his country- 
men, to the rectitude of his intentions and the pro- 
bity of his character. 

Such a man in & French Chamber would have 
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been a ganacbe and a farceur, or at best &pauvre 
komme. There, on the contrary, the high places 
are filled by men of biiUiant genius, subtle in in- 
Itrigue, and expert in delusion. If you compare 
Lord Althorp with Thiers, you have a just measure 
of the value attached to public virtue and integrity 
in the two countries ; the firat such as we have de- 
scribed him ; the second sacrificing every thing and 
everybody to his own advancement, and jmmove- 
ably strong in the possession of ofiice, at a time 
when he was suspected of having used the political 
luiowledge conferred by his station, and the secrets 
of the telegraph, for stock-jobbing purposes and the 
rearing of his own fortune. Whether the accusa- 
tion were true or false is of no importance. It 
shows that the thing was possible and susceptible 
of belief; the suspicion alone in England would 
have driven a public man into infamous and irre- 
coverable retreat. One circumstance alone is suf- 
ficient to give the measure of political honour and 
public probity in France ; the fact that Frenchmen 
have been capable of believing in the base and 
mercenary peculation of a king, whom, by a spon- 
taneous feeling, they chose to reign over them as 
the mirror of every princely virtue. The cmfi- 
^nce which an honourable man must feel in hi« 
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own integrity, will eyer make him alow to doubt 
the integrity of others. 

If, however, the hetter classes in England excel 
those which correspond in France, in many noble 
virtues essential to the stability and happiness of a 
state, the comparison ceases to be advantageous as 
you descend to the inferior conditions of life. In 
France the lower classes aie found to be sober, 
honest, ciTil, courteous, actuated by a genuine 
sense of politeness, instead of being characterized 
by every vicious propensity, and taking pleasure 
in the exhibition of a gratuitous brutality. The 
reason of this difference is obvious enough. Re- 
generated by their revolution, relieved from the 
odious distinctions and the oppressive burdens by 
which they were degraded and crushed, the French 
have won for themselves that equality, which, as it 
is the dearest want, ie also the most ennobling at- 
tribute of our nature. 

In addition to the pervading courtesy of the lower 
classes, there are other circumstances which not a 
little contribute to make the condition of the passing 
stranger pleasing in France. It is the vniable phi* 
joBophy of the land to enjoy each passing moment ; 
to make the most of every means of gratification 
that accident scatters in the way ; to contribute to 
the pleasure of ihose whom chance casts, however 
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momentarily, beside one, as a means of pronittfiBg 
one's own. Hence, in entering a French diligence 
or taking one's seat at a table d'hote, instead of for- 
bidding frowns, or at best a silence^ eloquent of ill- 
nature, one is greeted by kind words and smiles, 
and delisted by the amiable attention to those 
litUe courtesies and trifling kindnesses, which, 
however inconsiderable in themselves, contcihute, 
in no slight degree, to make up the happinesa of 
life. 

But one of the most pleasing contrasts is in the 
matter of meals. Every thing that this imptXTtant 
subject embraces in France, is civihzed and unex- 
ceptionable : the hours everywhere uniform, and 
neither too early nor too late ; instead of the seclu- 
sion of one's separate corner, the social feehng, and 
the well-bred conviviality of the common table ; the 
soUtary beefsteak with its attendant potatoes, re- 
placed by the abundant variety which results from 
the spirit of combination ; but, above all, the stupid 
roast and boiled, the miserable turnips and the cab- 
bage — that my pen should write the hateful w»Hd ! 
— substituted by the noblest triumphs of our modem 
civiUzation, the toiumpha of the French kitchen. 
Where, in England, could my complacent eyes have 
reposed upon such tempting mutton cutlets, such 
'a dainty omelette, such rich ciUe aa lait, «a now 
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gneted my delighted Tision in the Hotel Quillscq T 
B«t perhaps the most eloquent eulogium that one 
can pass on a charming breakfast, is to do justice 
to its attractions fork in hand. Besides, it is past 
twelve ; we have been up and toiling all day ; ex- 
posed to the peltings of the pitiless storro, and 
moistened with salt water as well as fresh. With 
your leave, therefore, kind reader! let us say 
adieu! 



Ih conclusion it may be proper here to state, that 
the writer tetumed to England, some months aub- 
sequent to the period to which the foregoing pages 
refer, that he travelled, with far greater gratification 
than on his previous visit, extensively over Uie 
ITnited Kingdom, keeping notes of whatever he 
saw ; the very estent of which might, had not this 
essay already satisfied him, alone deter him from 
the task of preparing them for the press, though 
relating simply to matters that came under his ob- 
servation as an ordinary traveller, and not in any 
instance to dinners, balls, or drawing-rooms, or any 
scenes of a private nature, to which the courtesy 
and kindness of those to whom he became knows 
procured him admission. 
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He would not wish to relieve himself of the debt 
of gratitude thus impoBed upon him by ao cheap a 
recognition, and his vanity is not of the sort to be 
gratified by the accidental association of illustrious 
names. Yet he cannot help regTetting that his 
sense of propriety, and of what is due to the privacy 
of families whose hospitality submitted them to 
his obserration, — and which, from being elevated, 
are not therefore excluded from the claims to re- 
main sacred from being dragged into public exhi- 
bition, to gratify the small pride t^ a book-maker, or 
the prurient curiosity of such as may seek to be- 
come well-bred by external imitation rather than 
by cherishing elevation and nobleness of sentiment 
within themselves, — should prevent him from draw- 
ing pictures of domestic life, alike creditable to 
the individuals and the "country to which they be- 
long, and of a state of society characterized by 
intelligence and refinement, though chiefly known 
among us through the blackened and perverted 
.caricatures of writers, who have ascribed the vices 
of a few individuals to a whole class, and affixed 
to characters intended as portraits, the unnatural 
and distorted sentiments that are peculiar to them- 
selves. 

Believing, however, that the pt^ular manners 
of Ireland fumish a theme for amusing descry 
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tion, and that the mode of writing adopted in 
this work on England might be applied more ad- 
vantageously in describing the sister kingdom, the 
writer will at least promise himself to prepare 
for publication the account of his travels in that 
country. 
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